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SHONA BASIC COURSE

PREFACE

Shona is one of the two principal languages
of Rhodesia, and extends also into adjacent areas
of Mdzambique. It consists of a number of dialects,
but a standardized form of the language, based on
the Zezuru, Manyika, and Korekore dialects, is gen
erally used in printed materials. These dialects
differ from one another in pronunciation (including
tones) and in vocabulary, but they are in general
agreement with respect to the underlying grammatical
system. One feature of this book is the attempt to
represent simultaneously in the transcription sever
al different pronunciations, in tone as well as in
vowels and consonants.

The present volume is one of a series of short
Basic Courses in selected African languages, prepar
ed by the Foreign Service Institute, under an agree
ment with the Office of Education, Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, under provisions of
the National Defense Education Act. It is intended
to give the student a start in Shona, providing him
with dialogues that relate to some of the situations
in which he is likely to use the language, as well
as with systematic practice on all major points of
grammar. Emphasis is placed on leading the student
to assume increasing amounts of responsibility and
initiative as he progresses through the book.

The linguist in charge of this project has been
Earl W. Stevick. Shona texts, exercises, and tape
voicings were furnished by Mr. and Mrs. Matthew
Mataranyika. The tape recordings which accompany
this course were prepared in the language laboratory
of the Foreign Service Institute under the direction
of Gabriel Cordova.

Howard E. SOllenberger,~
School of Language and Area Studies

Foreign Service Institute
Department of State
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FOREWORD

Certain comments may be useful concerning the content and

the form of this course.

Shona Basic Course is intended for general use by adult

foreigners who want to learn Shona. Since however there exist

several important varieties of the language, with clear standard-

ization only in regard to orthography, it is strictly speaking

impossible to write a course in 'Shona'. This book is based on

the speech of two individuals, representing Manyika varieties

of Shona, but with certain systematic emendations in the direction

of the more central dialects. Ample space has been left between

the lines so that each user of the book may add further changes

in accordance with the usage of his own teacher.

The Shona dialogues and exercises were assembled during an

intensive but brief period of collaboration in the summer of

1963. Further organization and editing were in the hands

of the American member of the team, who assumes full respon-

sibility for errors of fact, form, and organization.

The writers gratefully acknowledge the help gained from

consulting An Analytical Grammar of Shona, by G. Fortune, and

Standard Shona Dictionary, edited by M. Hannan.

Washington, D. C.
June, 1965
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UNIT 1

UNIT 1

BASIC DIALOGUE In this dialogue, a married man (Role A) and
a married woman (Role B) exchange perfunctory greetings. The
time is morning.

A procedure for use with each new basic dialogue.

1. The student should not look at the dialogue until
after he has learned to pronounce it very well. He should
not even glance at it briefly. If he looks at it too soon, he

I I

will almost certainly hear -- or think he hears--the sounds
for which the letters stand in English or in some other Euro
pean language. If he waits until after he has learned to
pronounce the Shona, he will have given his ear an opportunity
to hear the sounds as they are really pronounced by his tutor.

2. Listening to the dialogue.

The tutor should begin by reading the entire dia
logue aloud two or three times. The student should listen
carefully, without trying to repeat. The tutor should speak
at all times at a normal conversational speed. He should avoid
speaking more slowly or more distinctly than he would ever speak
with other persons for whom Shona is the mother tongue.

3. Learning to repeat the sentences after the instructor.

The tutor should say the first sentence at normal
speed, and let the students imitate him. If their imitation is
completely correct, he should than go on to the next sentence.

a. If the sentence seems to be too long, the tutor
should pronounce one small part of it, then a slightly longer
part, and finally the entire sentence. For example, the sen
tence /varara zvavo zvakanaka/ might be built up as follows:

varara

varara zvavo

varara zvavo zvakanaka

I
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The sentence /varara se~yi vapwere/ might be built up as
follows:

se~yl

varara se~yi

varara se~yi vapwere

b. If a student still makes a mistake in pronuncia
tion, the tutor should correct him by repeating correctly the
word that the student mispronounced. So, for example.

Tutor: Ndarara' zvangu.

Students Ndarara' zhangu. [a mistake]

Tutor. Zvangu.

Student: Zvangu.
~ /\ ~

Tutors Ndarara zvangu.

Student: Ndarara zvangu.

All the sentences in the dialogue should be treated in this way.

4. Learning the meanings of the sentences.

Up to this point, the student has not been told the
meanings of the sentences he is practicing. If he is told the
meanings too soon, he will have a very strong tendency to use
English intonations on the sentences.

Now the tutor should say the first sentence, and have
the students repeat it after him. Then he should give the equi
valent English sentence, and the students should reply with
the Shona sentence. If the students make any mistakes at all,
the tutor should say the Shona sentence again and have them
repeat it after him.

Each sentence should be treated in this way, until
the students can give the Shona sentences promptly and without
error.

5. Reading aloud.

Now, for the first time, students should open their

2



SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT 1

books and read aloud after the tutor. When they can do this
easily, they may practice reading aloud independently.

6. Memorizing the dialogue.

students' books should again be closed. The tutor
should assume one of the roles in the dialogue, and have the
students take the other role. Then he should take the second
role and have the students take the first. Finally, the stu
dents should take both roles. This kind of practice should
continue until each student is able to take either role in the
dialogue without having to look at it.

A

B

A

B

B

A

[ - "' ]
Mangwananl mal.

[ - - - ]
Mangwananl baba.

[ - - ]
M\jarara here?

[
Ndarara zvangu.

[-:: --]
Varara se~yi vapwere?

Good morning (madam).

Good morning (sir).

[How] did you sleep?

(! slept) [fine].

How did the children
sleep?

They slept well.

In the English equivalents for Shona expre~sions in this
course, use is made of [ ], ( ), and ( ). Square
brackets [ ] enclose English words which have no counterpart
in the Shona, but which are needed in order to make a
translation into idiomatic English. Parentheses ( ) enclose
words which are English counterparts of something in the Shona
sentence, but which would not ordinarily be used in the English
equivalent. Parentheses with single quotes are used to indicate
a literal English version of a sentence.

3
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1. A note on syllable accent in Shona.

In the sentences of the basic dialogue, certain syllables
I

will strike the student s ear as being more prominent than
others. Some of the differences in prominence will prove to be
due to differences in musical pitch. Pitch differences will
be discussed in later notes. Some of the relative prominence
of syllables, however, is due to physical characteristics other
than pitch. Compare the sentences:

Mwarara here?
•

Ndarara zvangu.

If one ignores the pitches of the syllables, one will
still find a kind of prominence which is associated with the
syllable /he/ in the first sentence and with /zva/ in the
second. As far as pitch is concerned, /he/ is relatively low,
while /zva/ is relatively high. What the two syllables have
in common, then, is not pitch. It is rather a combination
of extra force of articulation and extra duration. This kind
of prominence will be called 'accent. t The accent generally
falls on the next to last syllable before a pause. In some
styles of speech, the physical realization of accent is a
quite noticeable prolongation of the vowel of the syllable.
The student should notice whether this is true of his own tutor.

2. A note on tones and on ways of representing them in writing.

The third and fourth sentences in the dialogue are alike
in that each has five syllables, and that the next to last syl
lable of each is accented. They differ however in their pitch
patterns:

[ - - ]
M~arara here?

[ - ]
Ndarara zvangu.

Pitch differences of this kind are of great importance
in Shona. Sometimes, pitch is the only audible difference be
tween two words of entirely different meanings:

4
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[ - -]
nhanga tpumpkin t

[ - - ]
nhanga tyard!

[ - - -]
kuchera Ito dig l

[ - - - ]
kuchera Ito draw [water] t

Even more important, and more complicated, is the part which
tone plays in determining the grammatical function of words in
sentences:

[- -]
munda

[- -]
munda

[ - - -]
vaenda

[ - - - ]
vaenda

[ - - -]
vaenda

tfield l

tit is a field t

1they went!

t[those] who went!

tthey having gone,
when they have gone t

It will be noted that three or four different pitch
levels are indicated, even in the short sentences which have
been used in the above examples. Longer sentences would be
found to have even more different levels. All of the levels may
be summarized in terms of two entities, which will be called
Itones. 1 The names of the two tones are thigh t and tlow t • The
tones are defined primarily in terms of their relative musical
pitches, but they also differ from one another in voice quality,
and also in loudness.

Any syllable is said to have high tone if it has no
ticeably higher pitch than an adjacent syllable. The syllables
with high tone are marked with an acute accent:

5



UNIT 1 SHONA BASIC COURSE

[ - ]
I' I'

Ndarara zvangu.

A syllable is also said to have high tone if it has
the same pitch as an adjacent high tone. An example is the
last syllable of:

, I'

vapwere

A syllable that does not have high tone is said to have
low tone. A low toned syllable may be indicated either by a
grave accent mark, or by the absence of any accent mark over
the vowel:

, I' I' , ,

vapwere or vapwere

The student will have noted that acute and grave accents
are not the only marks which appear over the vowels in the basic
dialogue. The reason is that, although all speakers of Shona
use high and low tones, they do not all agree in the tone to be
assigned to each syllable. Variations in use of the tones con
stitute one of the most interesting set of differences among
the Shona dialects.

In a course of this kind, it would be impossible to
represent all of the tonal patterns that may be heard in various
parts of Mashonaland. In order to increase the usefulness of
the book, however, an attempt has been made to show at least
two major systems of tone use. One of these is characteristic
of a relatively central area, while the other is more typical
of eastern practice.

In interpreting the marks v and A , the student should
imagine a line running vertically through the center of the
symboli

6
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If the tutor is from the eastern area, he is likely to use
the tone indicated by the right-hand half of each of these
symbols (respectively high and low). If he is from the more
central part of the country, he is likely to pronounce the
tones indicated by the left half of each symbol (respec
tively low and high). Thus, the word /varara/ would be pro
nounced /varara/ farther west, and /varara/ farther east.
The word /nechlpo/ rand a gift f would be /nechlpo/ or
/nechlpo/.

To put the same matter in another way, students working
with eastern tutors will find that there are two different,
symbols for high tone: and v j and that there are two symbols
for low tone: '(or absence of tone mark) and A. Students
whose tutors come from farther west will also find two symbols

, A

for high tone, but these will be and , while the symbols
for low tone will be '(or absence of tone mark) and v.

In a few words, tonal variation is known to exist, but
for some reason cannot be reliably referred to the rough east
west dichotomy. Such syllables are marked with the symbol *

The line dividing the area where the pronunciation
/varara/ is used from the area where /varara/ is used does not
coincide exactly with the line that separates /nechlpo/ from
/ ' , '/ (V A)nechipo. So these double markings and for tone must
be used with caution, the student noting in every instance what
his own tutor says. It is thought, however, that this system
of tone writing will be usable with only small modifications
with a very large number of Shona speakers.

3. A note on the representation of dialect variation in
vowels and consonants.

To a large extent, the vowels and consonants remain
constant throughout the Shona area, but there are a few excep
tions. Thus, the word that means iyou (pl.) sleptt is pro
nounced /mwarara/ in some places and /marara/ in others. The
fact that the sound for which /w/ stands is omitted by some
speakers is symbolized by placing a under the letter: mwarara.

t ,

Another variation in the use of consonants may be illus
trated by the word /varara/ rthey sleptt. In Manyika, this
word is pronounced exactly like /warara/ the sleptt. The

7
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letter /v/ (when not adjacent to another consonant letter)
stands for the same sound as /w/ in Manyika. In other dialects,
Iv/ stands for a sound which is absent from Manyika. The
phonetic nature of this sound will be discussed in a later note.

A third kind of dialect variation is illustrated by the
word /nomwana/ land a child.! In some areas, including Manyika,
the pronunciation is /nemwana/. The fact that two different
vowels (or consonants) may be used is symbolized by placing
a ~ under the letter: nQmwana.

4. A note on velarized consonants.

The student should listen again to the words /mangwanani/,
/mwarara/ (if pronounced with the /w/), and /vapwere/. The
sounds represented by /ngw/, /mw/, and /pw/ are like the sounds
written /ng/, /m/, and /p/ except that there is an extra element
which may be called tvelarization. t The precise phonetic value
of velarization depends on the consonant which it accompanies.

Thus, in /ngw/ it is pretty much what one might call a
Iw sound t • In /pw/, it may sound like a /k/ or a scraping
sound (a voiceless velar fricative). In /mw/ it may sound like
the last sound in English tsong l , or like a w-sound, or it may
even include a slight tsmacking l of the lips. In general,
velarization consists of some kind of backing and raising of the
tongue toward the soft palate (velum), with or without resul
tant stoppage or friction. The letter w written after another
consonant letter is the symbol for velarization.

5. A note on the pronunciation of /v/.

When the letter v is not adjacent to some other conso
nant letter, it may stand for any of three sounds, depending
on dialect.

In a major part of the central area, it stands for a
voiced labiodental sound which is not a stop and, if a frica
tive, has very light friction. It contrasts both with the
velar /w/ and with the voiced and voiceless labiodental frica
tives written/vhland/f~

Other speakers use a sound much like the one just de
scribed except it is bilabial instead of labiodental.

8
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In the Manyika area, this letter stands for the same
sound as the letter w.

6. A note on the pronunciation of zv.

Perhaps the most difficult sound in the basic dialogue
for Unit 1, from the point of view of the European student,
is the one written zv. This sound contrasts with z, with zh
(similar to the middle consonant sound of measure), and with zw.
The consonant zv is produced by pronouncing simultaneously
Shona v (see Note 5 above) and Shona z. That is to say, the
lips are brought very near to one another, but without touching
one another, during the pronunciation of z.

This same kind of articulation, with simultaneous friction
at the tongue tip and at the lips, is found with all Shona
consonants whose spelling includes either s or z followed by v.

7. A note on the pronunciation of !h!.

The student should listen carefully to the pronuncia
tion of h in the word !here!. The English sound at the be
ginning of the word hair is an unvoiced sound. The Shona
sound in !here! is like it except that it is voiced and that
it always has low pitch. These characteristics may cause it
to impress the student as theavyt.

The letter h stands for this kind of sound except in
the combinations sh, zh, ch, vh.

8. A note on a tonal alternation.

It was stated in Note 2 that ~he rules governing the
tones of syllables are somewhat complex in Shona. One such
rule is illustrated by the difference between the tonal pat
terns of the first words in the phrases !mwarara here! and
!ndarara zvangu!. If pronounced by itself: !ndarara! has the
same tones as !mwarara!, i.e. !ndarara!. If the sentence
!ndarara zvangu!'is pronounced very slowly, with a pause be
tween the words, !ndarara! may still have this tone pattern.
But when a verb form ends with two or more consecutive high
tones, and is followed immediately by a word that begins with
a high tone, then the last high tone of the verb is replaced

9
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by low tone:

/ndarara/ plus /zvangu/ Is pronounced /ndarara zvangu/.

This alternation will be written /ndarara' zvangu/. (Practice

on this point will be found in Unit 2.)

10
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UNIT 2

UNIT 2

BASIC DIALOGUE In this dialogue, a woman (Role A) and a
man (Role B) are greeting one another in the morning. These
greetings are a bit more formal than those in the dialogue
of Unit 1.

Remember that the student should:

Listen first, book closed.
Then imitate without knowing the

meanings of the new sentences.
Then imitate as he learns the meanings.
Then open his book and read aloud.
Then learn to take both roles.

,
shewe courteous form of

address used by
women

[ - - - ], , ,
morning!A Mangwanani shewe. Good

,
chirombowe courteous form of

address used by
men

[ - - - - ]
B Mangwananl chIrombowe.

[ - ]
"" ,A Mwarara here?.

, ,
aiwa

, ,
zvitambo

Good morning'

[How] did you sleep?

courteous expression
of diffidence or
dissent

fit, having life

B
[ -" ]
"" ""Aiwa zvitambo.

rnhuri (9,10)

11

Oh, very well indeed.

family
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[----- -]
B Mhurl yarara zvakanaka here?

[ - =- ]
A Varara'zvavo zvakanaka.

How did the family sleep?

They slept fine.

1. A note on the use of the macron as a tone mark.

The word /chirombowe/ when pronounced by itself has
low tone on the first syllable. In the second sentence in
this dialogue, it has high tone.

In general, when a word that ordinarily begins with
a series of two or more consecutive low tones is preceded by
a word that ends in a high tone, then the first syllable of
the second word has high tone:

/mangwananl/ plus /chlrombowe/ is /mangwananl
chlrombowe/

In such instances, the syllable at the beginning of the sec
ond word is marked with a macron~ as in the second sentence
of the dialogue. This Iraising t of certain low tones will
soon become habitual with the student, so that the writing
of macrons will be discontinued in the later units.

In some forms of Shona, including Ndau, this raising
of low after high extends to all the low tones in a series
except for the very last:

Ndlrl kuenda kUmunda.

is pronounced:
, , " , " ,

Ndiri kuenda kumunda.
or:

, , ", , " --.
Ndiri kuenda kumunda.

or:

12
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2. A note on the pronunciation of !mh!.

UNIT 2

The sound written mh as in !mhuri! is pronounced as
a sequence of/mlfollowed by the kind of/h/that was described
in Unit ~, Note 7. Like/hi, this sound has low pitch. The
sound written/nh/is pronounced analogously.

3. A note on subject prefixes.

Each of the verbs that have been met so far contains
a Isubject prefix t :

, ,
ndarara

, ,
m~arara

I slept

you (pl. or honorific) slept

they slept

The stem of the verb that means tto sleept is frara/. The
first fa! in each of these verb forms is characteristic of
past tense forms. The subject prefixes are represented in
thes e words by !ndl t I r, !mltJl !you (pl.) r, and !v'; t they i •

The form of these prefixes will be discussed more fully in
Unit S , Note 1

It should be noted also that the third person sub
ject prefix has a high tone, while the first and second
person prefixes have low tone.

The personal subject prefixes for use in this tense
are the following:

Singular Plural

nd-
, ,

1 t-
, ,

2 w- mw-.
3 #(lack of

,
any v-

prefix)
,

or w-

13
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The noun /mhuri/ tfamilyt, even though it refers to
a group of persons, is not a member of the personal class.
Accordingly, there is a different subject prefix /y-i that
goes with it. Note that this prefix, like the other prefixes
for third person, has high tone.

4. A note on the use of the forms /zvangu/, /zvavo/, /zvayo/.

Both of the following sentences would be translated
into English as 'I sleptt:

, ,
Ndarara ..

, /\ ,
Ndarara zvangu.

The usual equivalent that is given for /zvangu/ as it is
used here is las for me, in my fashion. t The effect of
using it in the above example is to make what one says more
gentle or more respectful. The same is true for /zvayo/,
/zvavo/, and the corresponding forms for other persons,
numbers and classes.

In Manyika, the corresponding words used in this
way begin with /h/, instead of /zv/.

5. A preliminary note on the principle of concord.

In the second group of materials for systematic
practice, the following sentences appear:

" "v V\ "Vapwere varara zvavo. The children slept.

The family slept.

The differences between the second words, and between the
third words in these sentences represent ways in which these
words agree with, or are tin concord with t the first word of
the sentence. This kind of agreement plays a very large
part in the grammar of Shona.

14
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Exercise 1. Reading aloud without the help of tone marks.
First, the student should read each of the words and phrases
aloud and the tutor should tell him whether the tones are
right. If they are, the student should write them, using, ,

for high tone and for low tone. Other tone marks
(V, A, -) should not be written by the student.

mangwanani

zvitambo

zvavo

varara

mwarara.

aiwa

baba

mhuri yarara

varara here?

mwarara here shewe?

Materials for systematic practice. Group 1.

A procedure for use with substitution drills.

A large number of the practice materials in this book
are organized in such a way that each sentence is partly like
the one that immediately precedes it. An example is to be
found below in the first group of sentences for systematic
practice.

1. The tutor says each sentence. The students repeat it
after him until they are able to do so easily and correctly.

2 0 The class goes through the same sentences again, making
sure that everyone understands the meaning of each sentence.

3. The tutor says the first sentence, and then the word
from the column of tcue words t , opposite the second sentence.
One of the students should reply with the second sentence.
The tutor then gives the cue word from the third line, and
so on through the entire series. Thus:

, , ,
Tutor: M~arara here?

, , ,
Class: M~arara here?

Tutor: Senyi..
15
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., I' ,
Student A: Mwarara senyi?. •

, ,
Tutor: Zvakanaka.

, , , , ,
Student B: M~arara zvakanaka here?

, ,
Tutor: Ndarara.

, , , ,
Student c: Ndarara zvakanaka.

,
Tutor: Zvangu.

, ,,, ,
Student D: Ndarara zvangu.

etc.

The drill has been completed when the student can
respond in this way, easily and correctly, to all the items
from the column of tcues t •

For review of the same material without a live tutor,
the student may make use of an opaque card with a notch cut
out of one corner:

, ,
Mwarara senyi?. .

, ,
zvakanaka

When the card is in this position the student is
expected to produce the sentence which is concealed by
the top of the card. When he has done so, or attempted to
do so, he then pulls the card downward just far enough to
expose the sentence that he was to have produced:

,
senyi

II

, ,
zvakanaka

, ,
ndarara

, ,
Mwarara senyi?• •

, , , , ,
Mwarara zvakanaka here?

4

16
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Having done so, he receives immediate confirmation or cor
rection of his own response and is simultaneously presented
with the next cue (ndarara).

If the card is turned over so that the notch is on
the right hand side, the English sentences may be used as a
second set of cues.

Materials for systematic practice. Group 1.

The general purpose of these sentences is to provide the
student with an occasion to practice new sentences which
contain no new words.

In going through this drill, the student must be
careful to distinguish between the tonal patterns /rara/
before low tone and /rara/ before high tone.

, , ~ ,
Ndarara zvakanaka. I slept well o

, , , , ,
Mwarara zvakanaka here? Did you (pl.) sleep well?

•

, , \ /

Mwarara senyi? How did you (pl.) sleep?
• •

,
senyi.

, ,
zvakanaka

, ,
ndarara

" ,Mwarara here?· Did you (pl.) sleep?

,
zvangu

, ,
zvakanaka

, ,
warara

,
here

, ,
zvakanaka

, ,
tarara

, " ,
Ndarara zvangu. I slept.

, , , ,
Ndarara zvakanaka. I slept well.

" ", ()Warara zvakanaka here? Did you sg. sleep well?

, /, , ( )Warara se~yi? How did you sg. sleep?

" , ( )Warara here? Did you sg. sleep?

" ", ()Warara zvakanaka here? Did you sg. sleep well?

, , , ,
Tarara zvakanaka. We slept well.

17
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A procedure for use with transformation drills.

The second group of material for systematic practice
consists of three columns. Column 1 consists of cues,
Column 2 contains one series of sentences, and Column 3
contains a different series of sentences.

In drill with materials of this kind, Columns 1
and 2 should be used as a substitution drill (see the pro
cedure outlined above for substitution drills). Then
Columns 1 and 3 should be used together in the same way,
omitting Column 2. Finally, the tutor gives the cue, one
student gives sentences from Column 2, and another replies
with the sentences from Column 3. In this way, sentences
from the substitution drills are combined into a series
of little two-line conversations.

Materials for systematic practice. Group 2.

In this series of sentences, the student must pay
special attention to the use of /yarara/ and /zvayo/ in
sentences with /mhuri/, but /varara/ and /zvavo/ in the
other sentences.

,
baba

mal

, ~(

baba na mal

mhuri
, ,

vapwere

IDid the children sleep?t

" , Y: 'Vapwere varara here?

18

tThe children slept.!

" , Y: ", "Vapwere varara zvavo.

, '(' Y:"" "Baba na mal varara zvavo.

, Y: V" ,

Mhuri yarara zvayo.

" , Y: v, "Vapwere varara zvavo o



BASIC DIALOGUE

SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 3

UNIT 3

A

B

B

A

A

B

[---- --]
" ~ ,Masikati muzvare.

[---- --], , ,
Masikati shewe.

[ - - -], "
M~aswera here shewe?

[ - - - ], ,
Ndaswera zvangu kana

[- - - -], ,
waswerawo.

[ - - - - ], " ,
Baba vaswera se~yi?

r- - ---]" , , , ,
Vaswera zvavo zvirinane.

Good (mid-)day, (Miss).

Good (mid)day.

[How] have you spent the
day?

Fine, and you? (tI have
spent the day if you have
spent the day also.')

How has your father spent
the day?

He is better [thank you].
(tHe spent the day better. t)

1 0 The tonal classes of verbs.

Compare the sentences:

" ,
M~arara here?

, ,
Mwaswera here?.

Speakers of Shona from the extreme eastern and south-
/ " '/eastern parts of Rhodesia are likely to say m~aswera here .

For such speakers, the two phrases cited above will not
illustrate the point being made in this note, but the isolated
words /mwarara/ and /mwaswera/ will.. .

The forms /m~arara/ and /m~aswera/ are only one out of
hundreds of pairs of forms of these same verbs which differ

19
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in tone. About half of the verbs in the language behave
tonally in one way, while almost all the rest behave in
another way. One group (illustrated by /mwarara/) are called
thigh verbs 1 ; the other (illustrated by /m~aswera/) are 'low
verbs. i

In citing verbs, it is customary to use the infinitive
form, which for high and low verbs alike begins with /ku/.

2 0 A note on the courteous formula fif you also l •

In the dialogue and in Exercise 1 are found the
sentences:

~, "Ndaswera zvangu kana mwaswerawo.
~

, ~ ",
Ndaswera zvangu kana mwararawo.

~

Literally, these sentences would be translated II slept (or
spent the day) if you slept (or spent the day) also. t This
formula is widely used in reply to polite inquiries.

The forms /m~aswera/ and /m~arara/ used in the sec
ond half of this formula are tonally and grammatically dif
ferent from /mwaswera/ and /mwarara/ which are used in the

• •questions. This difference will be discussed in greater de-
tail in Units 27 rr In the meantime, these forms, if
pronounced as shown above, provide another example of tonal
difference between corresponding forms of a high verb (/kurara/)
and a low verb (/kuswera/).

Some speakers in the east will pronounce high verbs and
low verbs alike in this form:

/mltaswerawo/, but also /mwararawo/•.
3. A note on the honorific use of the plural.

The noun /baba/ is ~in9ular both in its form and
in its meaning. The verb /vaswera/, however, begins with
the third person plural subject prefix Iva-I.

20



SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT 3

Similarly, only one person is being addressed in
the third line of the basic dialogue for this unit, yet the
second person plural subject prefix /m~/ is used.

In both the second and the third person, the plural
may be used as a mark of respect when speaking to or about
one person.

Sentences for systematic practice, Group 1.

The following paired questions and answers should
be learned thoroughly, since they will be heard very fre
quently in everyday life. If the tutor uses different
sentences in place of the ones shown here, then those sen
tences should be learned also.

The question and the answer in each pair imply that
the person inquired about has not been completely well recently.

The alternative answers to the first two questions
reflect the fact that verb forms with /mwa-/, while literally
plural, may be used as a mark of respect·when talking to only
one person o

The third person forms of the high verb in this exer
cise are pronounced either /varara/ (easterly) or /varara/
(westerly). This dialectal variation is symbolized by writing
/varara/ (Unit 1 Note 2 ).

But even in those geographical areas where the pro-
/ ' , '/nunciation varara is used before low tone or at the end of

a sentence, the pronunciation before a high tone is /varara/
(Unit 1 Note 8)0 For this reason, /varara/ before a high
tone is written /varara/.

In the easterly pronunciation, then, these forms
of high verbs turn out to have tones identical with the
corresponding forms of low verbs.

" ,vaswera senyi?.
varara senyi?.

21
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" . ( ,zvedu ZVlrlnane.

(' , " "Aiwa taswera zvedu zvirinane.

" " , ,Aiwa ndaswera zvangu zvirinane.

{

Aiwa tarara

" " , ,Aiwa ndarara zvangu zvirinane.

{
, ,

M~aswera s.e:g.yi?

Baba varara "'y " "Aiwa vardra zvavo zvirinane.

, " ,
Baba vaswera se~yi?

Mupwere warara senyi?. .
Aiwa vaswera zvavo zVirlnane.

Aiwa warara zvake zVirlnane..
/ / " ,Mupwere ~aswera s~nyi?

, ,
Warara se~yi?

" "" "" ,,,Aiwa waswera zvake zvirinane •.
", , , . ('
Aiwa ndarara zvangu ZVlrlnane.

Waswera se~yi?
(" ", , ,
Aiwa ndaswera zvangu zvirinane.

,,/ ,
M~arara here?

, ,
M~aswera here?

, , ",
Aiwa, kana m~ararawo.

, , "
Aiwa, kana mwaswerawo.

o

( , " , ,
Aiwa vaswera zvavo o

,
here?

Exercise in the writing of tones.

Fill in the square brackets with short line segments
to represent the pitches of the individual syllables. Check
accuracy by reference to the sentences in the basic dialogues.

[ ]
ndaswera zvangu

[ ]
mangwanani chirombowe

[ ], , ,
baba vaswera se~yi

[ ]
mhuri yarara zvakanaka here

[ ]" , , , ,
vaswera zvavo zvirinane

]
aiwa zvitambo

22
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UNIT 4

BASIC DIALOGUE

mwana (1,2)

[-~ , -, ]
A Masikati mwanangu.

[- --- --], , ,
B Masikati baba.

[ - - ], "B Mwaswera here shewe?.
['"'\- - --]

" "A Aiwa, zvitambo.

mUkunda (1,2)

UNIT 4

child, offspring

Good (mid) day, my child.

Good (mid) day, sir.

How are you, (sir)?

Oh, fine.

daughter

B
[ - - - - ]

" ,Wakadini mukunda?.
,.., ,

penyu

How is your daughter?

alive

his, her

[ - - -]
, , "

A Mupenyu zvake. She is all right. ('She
is a living [thing].t)

Read the dialogue aloud, using the right tones:

Masikati mwanangu. Masikati baba. M~aswera here shewei

Aiwa zvitambo. Wakadinl mukunda? Mupenyu zvake.

Supplementary Vocabulary.

tHow did your daughter sleepZt

" ')!" v\ ,Muzvare ~arara se~yi?

Vazvare varara se~yi?

23

, ,
muzvare

, ,
vazvare

unmarried girl over 12

(plural of above)
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, , ")t! v, 'Mukunda warara senyi?. .
, , ")t! v, '

Vakunda varara senyi?
•

" , ")t! v," 'Mukorore warara senyi?
o •

" , "Jl v" 'Vakorore varara senyi?
•

, ")t! v, 'Mhandara yarara senyi?.
Mhandara dzarara"senyi?

o

,
mukunda daughter

,
vakunda (plural of above)

, ,
mukorore son

, , )vakorore (pl.

mhandara (honorific term for
girl of 14 or more)

(plural of noun is
identical with
singular)

, , a Y\ , ,
boy of 14 or moreMujaha war ra senyi? mujaha

• 0

, , v v, , ,
(plural of above)Majaha arara se:r:yi? majaha

1. A note on singular and plural nouns.

Compare these three singular-plural pairs:
, ,

mukorore
, ,

vakorore

. 'mUJaha
,

majaha

mhandara

mhandara

In the first of these pairs, the difference between
singular and plural is the difference between Imul and Ivai.
(Most of the nouns that have been met thus far work like this.)
In the second pair, the singular again has Imul but the plural
has Ima/. In the third pair, neither the singular nor the
plural has Imul, and singular and plural are identical in form.

The most common forms of the prefixes used with nouns
of the various classes are as follows. Corresponding singu
lar and plural classes are bracketed o
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(No prefix syllable, but the initial consonant
of the stem may be voiced).

mu-

va-

mu-

mi-

ma-

chi-

zvi-

mw- before vowels

v- before vowels in some words

mw- before vowels

mw- before vowels

ch- before vowels in some words

zv- before vowels in some words

9

10

(No prefix syllable, but most members of this
class begin with a nasal consonant. The ini
tial consonant of the stem may show evidence
of having changed from something else.)

(Identical with the corresponding singular from
Class 9 except that some speakers have /imba/
(9) thouse f /dzimba/ (10) thouses t •

11 ru- rw- before vowels

{12 ka-

13 tu- tw- before vowels

14 hu- or u- hw- before vowels

15 ku- kw- before vowels

16 pa

17 ku kw before vowels

18 mu mw before vowels.
(For practice in switching between singular and plural,

Classes 1 and 2, see Group 1 of the sentences for systematic
practice.) 25
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2 0 A note on additional subject prefixes.

Compare the forms:

All these forms mean lthey slept f • The first is used
after plural nouns that begin with Ivai and in an honorific
sense with certain singular nouns (Unit 3, Note 3). The
second is used with plurals that are identical in form with
the corresponding singulars (e.g. /mhandara/). The third
is used with plural nouns that begin with /ma/.

Similarly, the singular forms

both mean the/she sleptt. Choice between them depends on
the identity of the noun that is the grammatical subject of
the verb.

For practice in using the appropriate SUbject prefixes
with various nouns, see Groupsl,l of the sentences for systema
tic practice.

3. A third tonal class of verbs.

It was stated in Unit 3, Note 1 that most of the verbs of
Shona behave tonally either like /raral (high verbs) or like
Iswera/ (low verbs). One of the exceptions is the verb /dlnil
ito do or say what or howl. Two other verbs which share the
same tonal peculiarities are Idaro/ fto do or say like that'
and /dai/ ito do or say like this l • With respect to their
meanings and their grammatical function, these three verbs
stand in the same relation to other verbs that pronouns
occupy with respect to nouns. They may therefore be called
PRO-VERBS.

The most conspicuous feature of the tonal behavior of
the pro-verbs is that the first syllable of the stem has the
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tone that is opposite to that of the preceding syllable, and
that the second syllable of the stem in turn has the tone that
is opposite to that of the first syllable of the stem~

but

, ,
Vakadini?

, ,
Mwakadini?.

(Exercise 3)

Group 1. Sentences for systematic practice. Contrasting
singular and plural nouns. Follow instructions for trans
formation drills, p. 17f.

, ,
Mhandara yakadini?

, ,
muzvare

,
mukunda

, ,
mukorore

, ,
mupwere

,
mujaha

mhandara

mhuri

,
baba

"(mal

, ,
Muzvare

,
Mukunda

, ,
Mukorore

, ,
Mupwere

MUjaha

Mhuri

,
Baba

, ,
Mai

, ,
wakadini?· , ,
wakadini?· , (
wakadlni?· , ,
wakadini?·, ,
wakadini?·

, ,
yakadini?

, ,
vakadini?

, ,
vakadini?

"" , ,Vazvare vakadini?

, ,,,
Vakunda vakadini?

"" , ,Vakorore vakadini?

"" , ,Vapwere vakadini?

" (Majaha akadlni?

, ,
Mhandara dzakadini?

Group 2. Sentences for systematic practice. Alternate sub
stitution of subject and verbs. Concord between noun subject
and subject prefix. Follow instructions on p. '~f

, ,
waswera.

,
mukunda

, ,
wakadini.

, ,
mukorore

" "" ,Muzvare waswera here?.
,

here?

MUkunda wakadini?

" , ,
Mukorore wakadini?.
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, , "",
waswera Mukorore waswera here?. .

, , " ,
mujaha Mujaha waswera here?

•

muzvare Muzvare wakadlni?
•

Exercise 3. Paired questions and answers.

Mwakadinl?.
, f

Wakadinl?

MUkunda wakadlni?.
, , f

Baba vakadlni?

, ,
Wakadini?

" , ,
Vakorore vakadini?

" fMajaha akadlni?

, ,
Mhandara yakadini?

Aiwa,
, , ,

kana mwakadiniwo.
•

Aiwa,
, , ,

kana wakadiniwo.

Aiwa,
, , , ,

mupenyu zvake.

, ~ , ,
~

,
Aiwa, vapenyu zvavo.

Aiwa,
, , , ,

mupenyu zvake.

Aiwa,
, , , ,

vapenyu zvavo.

Aiwa,
, , ,

mapenyu zvao.

, , , , ,
Aiwa, imhenyu zvayo.

Exercise 4. Reading aloud without tone marks.

Read the following sentences aloud with the proper tone,
on each s~llable. Then write the tone marks, using for
high and for low.

Mangwanani mujaha.

Mangwanani maio

Mwarara here mai?
•
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Ndarara zvangu.

Varara here baba?

Varara zvavo.

UNIT 4

Read the following words aloud, making certain that
the tones are correct. Then mark the tones. Finally, write
the English equivalent opposite each word.

mukunda

vakunda

mukorore

mujaha

majaha

vakorore

vazvare

muzvare

mhandara

mwakadini.
vakadini

mai

vana

mwana

A procedure for use with practice conversations.

The practice conversations which follow the systematic
practice material in Units 4 - ~O are intended to provide
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opportunities for guided practice in short connected dia
logues. These materials contain no new words or grammatical
features.

The first column consists of an English summary of one
side of the dialogue. The middle column contains the Shona
expressions that are needed for that side of the dialogue.
The third column contains the other side of the same con
versation.

1. The student covers all of the page in his book except
the first column. The tutor leaves all three columns in his
book uncovered. The student gives a Shona expression which
carries out the first English instruction in Column 1. When
he has done so, the tutor replies with the next line from the
other side of the conversation. The student hears and under
stands this, and goes on to reply in accordance with the second
English instruction. They proceed in this way to the end of
the dialogue.

2. The above procedure should be repeated until the
student can take the first side of the dialogue without
hesitation and without mistakes.

3. Then the tutor should take the first role, and
the student should take the role formerly given to the tutor.

Practice Conversation.

You meet a ten year old girl
at noontime and say hello
to her.

You reply to her series of
polite inquiries.

30

, , ,
Masikati mukunda.

, ,
Ndaswera zvangu.

" , ,
Vaswera zvavo.

Mas:Lkat:L baba.

Mwaswera here.

" " ,Vaswera here mai?
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Aiwa, waswera.
( ,

zvirlnane.

Free Conversation.

A is a married man.

B is a married woman.

C is a boy of sixteen.

D is a girl of sixteen.

UNIT 4

" ,
~aswera se~yi

, ,
mukorore?

Practice greetings that would be appropriate between:

A and B

A and C

Band C

A and D

Band D

31



UNIT 5 SHONA BASIC COURSE
-------------------------------,;.-'----

UNIT 5

BASIC DIALOGUE

masanga (6) meeting; a greeting
from one traveller
to another

A

B

A

B

A

[- - - -_J, - ,
Masanga ch1rombowe.

[ - - - -- -], ,
Masanga chIrombowe.

munhu (1, 2)

ani
, ,

ndiani

[- " - ], ,
Munhu ndiani?

[ ,,]
f 'Ndlnl John.

-gara

[ - - - -:. ]
Munogara pap'1?

, , )(or: Munogarepi?

Hello'

Hello!

person

who?

who is it?

Who are you? (tWho is
the person?!)

I am John ('It is I John. t)

to live, sit, stay

where?

Where do you live?

[ ], "B Ndinogara mwaRusapi..
-ita

apo

I live in Rusape •

to do

there

A
[ - - ], ,
Muri kUite~yi apo?

32

What are you doing there?
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, ,
-sanda

[ - ]" ,Ndinosanda muPost Office.

UNIT 5

to work

I work in the Post Office.

Supplementary vocabularyo

The new words given below are proper nouns and other
words which have to do with place. In learnin9 the ~ords,

it is necessary also to learn the prefixes (kwa-, mwa-,
mu-, pa-) which go with some of them. These prefix~s cor
respond roughly to certain English prepositions.

Munogara papr? }

(Munogarepi?)

Where do you live?

Ndinogara
, , ,

~ (16)pano. pano here

Ndinogara
, , , , ,

kwaNyadire o Nyadire Nyadiri

Ndinogara
, , ,

kwaMutare. Mutare Umtali

Ndinogara muguta. guta (5, 6) city

Ndinogara
, ,

muSakubva. Sakubva area near
Umtali

Ndinogara
, ,

muHarare. Harare Salisbury

Ndinogara
, , ,

m~aRusapi. Rusapi Rusape

Ndinogara
, ,

(9, 10)pahosipitari. hosipitari hospital

Ndinogara
, ,

(9, 6)pakamba. kamba police camp

Ndinogara patyo. patyo (16) near

Ndinogara kure. kure (17) far

Ndinogara chinhambo. chinhambo (7) a short dis-

33
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Supplementary vocabulary. Some useful verbs.

basa (5,6) work

Munolta basa~yi? What work do you do?

Low verbs.

Ndinor'!ma.

Ndinochaira.

Ndinow~za.

Ndinor'fuisa.

Ndinorapa.

Ndinop~tesa.

High verbs o

kurima

kuchaira

kuweza

kurimisa

kurapa

kupetesa

to plow, raise crops

to drive (a vehicle)

to work wood, do
carpentry

to work as an agri
cultural demonstra
tor

to heal, do medical
work

to tax, work in tax
office

, , ,
Ndinovaka.

, ( ("
Ndinodzldzlsa.

, "" ,Ndinonyora muofisi.
I do office work.

, (' ,
Ndinofamblra zvikoro.
I'm a superintendent

of schools.

1. The en?! tense.

, ,
kuvaka to build

{ "kudz dzisa to teach
, ,

kunyora to write
,

(9, 10) officeofisi

, { ,
visitkufamb ra to

,
(7 )chikoro school

,
(8)zvikoro schools

The non-initial prefix )no! is found in the sentences:

Munogara papY? Where do you live?

", ,
Ndinosanda muPost Office. I work in the Post

Office
34
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Verb forms which contain this prefix have either general
present or future meaning.

The sUbject prefix syllables used with the Inol tense
are compared with the subject prefix syllables used with the
tense of the verbs discussed in Unit 2, Note 3 and in Unit 4,
Note 2. Not all of the classes have been exemplified in the
sentences of Units 1-5, but this table will be useful for
future reference.

, }ma-

mwa-

1 sgo

2 sg.

3 sg.

1 pl.

2 pl.

3 pl.

I

you

he, she

we

you

they

,
ndi-
,
u-

'"a-
,
u-

tl-
,

mu-

,
va-
,
u-

1
ri-
,
a-

chl

zv1-

1
dzl-

,
ru-

'"ka-
,

tu-
,

hu-
,

ku-
,

pa-
,

ku-
,

mu-

(Eastern)

(Eastern)

35

,
nda-

,
wa-

'" }a-

wa-
,

ta-

ma- }
mwa-

,
va-

,
wa-

,
ya-

'"ra-
,
a-

,
cha-

,
zva-

,
ya-

,
dza-

,
rwa-

,
ka-

,
twa-

,
hwa-

,
kwa-

,
pa-

,
kwa-

(Class 1)

(Class 2)

(Class 3)

(Class 4)

(Class 5)

(Class 6)

(Class 7)
(Class 8)

(Class 9)

(Class 10)

(Class 11)

(Class 12)

(Class 13)

(Class 14)

(Class 15)
(Class 16)

(Class 17)
(Class 18)
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Comparison of these lists shows that in general the prefix
in the right hand list has the tone and the consonant of the
first list plus /a/) /u/ and initial /i/ in the first list are
matched by /w/ and /y/ respectively in the second list, except
that in some dialects /mu-/ is matched by /ma-/ and not by
/mwa-/.

The tone of the prefix Inol.

The prefix fno( has low tone between a high toned sub
ject prefix and the stem of a high verb (including the pro
verbs, Unit 4, Note 3):

, , ,
Vanosanda.

Otherwise, it has high tone:

" ,Tinosanda.

they work

we work

, "Ndinogara mwaRusapi.
, ,

Vanogara apo.

Tones of verb stems in the fnoi tense.

I live in Rusape.

they live there.

In the )no( tense, the stems of high verbs have the
tones of the infinitive:

, , ,
vanosanda

" ,ndinosanda

The tones of the stems of low verbs vary according
to dialect.

(1) Central/westerlys the tones of the stem syllables are
all low:

, ,
vanorima

,
ndinorima

,
ndinorimisa
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(2) Farther easta the tone of the first syllable of
the stem is high in first and second person forms; the rest
are Iowa

, ,
vanorima

, ,
ndinorima

, (
ndinorlmisa

(3) still farther east and southeast: all stem syl
lables except the last are high,

, , (
vanorlma

, ,
ndinorima

. ' ( (ndlnorlmlsa

The first and second of these sets of dialect alternates
are reflected in the tone writing to be employed in this course.
The third set of alternates are not overtly indicated, but
may be inferred.

The tonal differences between high and low verbs in
this tense, and between third person and non-third person
forms of the indicative, are of great importance if onets
Shona is to be easily intelligible. For this reason, most
of the systematic practice sentences in this unit are devoted
to these matters.

2. Locative prefixes with place names.

Compare these locative forms:
,

muHarare
, ,

m~aRusapi

in Salisbury

in Rusape

Some place names take locative prefixes in their simple
form (/mu/, /ku/, /pa/). Others take locative prefixes in
which these simple prefixes are combined with /-a-/. The
latter group consists of names of persons or rivers which
have come to be used as designations for places.
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(For practice in choosing among the locative prefixes
used with various place names, see Group-18 of the sentences
for systematic practice.)

3. tWhere t questions.

'Where! questions may be formed by use of one of the
words /papl/ or /kupl/, which stand somewhere after the
verb in the sentence.

In some areas, the enclitic /-pi/ is very commonly
used in where questions. It is attached to the end of the
verb. The vowel that precedes it is /-e-/, which corresponds
to the /-a-/ of indicative forms that do not have this
enclitic:

but

(For practice in forming twhere l questions, see groups 19 and
20,)

Sentences for systematic practice.

Group 1. Low verbs, first and second person, /-no-/ tense.

kurima Unorlina here? Ndinorlina.

Unop~tesa
,

Ndinop~tesa.kupetesa here?

Unochaira
,

Ndinochaira.kuchaira here?

Unorapa
,

Ndinorapa.kurapa here?

Unow~za
,

Ndinow~za.kuweza here?

kurimisa Unorlinisa here? Ndinorllnisa.
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Group 2. High verbs, first and second person, /-no-/ tense.
, ,

kunyora

f f'kudzldzlsa

, "kufambira
, ,

kuvaka

, " ,
Unonyora here?

, , f' ,
Unodzidzlsa here?

, f' , ,
Unofamblra zvikoro here?

, " ,Unovaka here?

, " ,Ndinonyora muofisi.

, , "Ndinodzidzisao

" " ,Ndinofambira zvikoro.
, , ,

Ndlnovaka.

Group 3. Low verbs, third person, /-no-/ tense o
, ,

mupwere

/ /

vapwere
,

mujaha
,

majaha

mhandara (sg.)

mhandara (pl.)

, , , , ,
Mupwere anorima here?

" " ,Vapwere vanorima here?
, , , ,

Mujaha anorima here?
, , , ,

Majaha anorima here?
, , ,

Mhandara inorima here?
, , ,

Mhandara dzinorima here?

Anorima.
, ,

Vanorima.
, ,
Anorima.

Anorima.

fnorima.

Dzlnorima.

Group 4. High verbs, third person, /-no-/ tense.
, , , , I ' ,

Anodzldzlsa.mujaha Mujaha anodzidz sa here?
, , , (" ,

Anodzldzlsa.majaha Majaha anodzldzisa here?

(sg.)
, ", ,

fnodzldzlsa.mhandara Mhandara inodzidzisa here?

(pl.) , , l' , Dzlnodzldzlsa.mhandara Mhandara dzinodzidz sa here?

[After completing Group 4, take sentences at random from all
four groups.]
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Group 5. Low verbs in the /-no-/ tense, first and second
person singular subjects.

Unogara
, , ,

Ndinogara
, ,

kugara mwaRusapi here? m~aRusapi•.
Unorapa

,
Ndinorapa.kurapa here?

kurimisa Unorlinisa here? Ndinorlinisa.

kurima UnorYma here? Ndinorlina.

kupetesa Unop~tesa
,

Ndinopetesa.here?

kuchaira Unochaira here? Ndinochaira.

Group 6. Plural subjects.

kuchaira Munochaira here?

MunorYma
,

kurima here?

Munogara ' , ,
kugara mwaRusapi here?

•

kurimisa Munorlinisa
,

here?

kupetesa Munopetesa
,

here?

kurapa Munorapa here?

Tinochaira.

Tinorlrna.

Tinorllnisa.

Tinorapa.

[After completing Group 6, take sentences at random from
Groups 5 and 6.]

Group 7. High verbs in the /-no-/ tense, first and second
person singular sUbjects.

, ,
kuvaka

kUdzldzlsa

, "kufambira
, ,

kunyora

, " ,Unovaka here?

, ( (' ,
Unodzldzlsa here?

, ", ,
Unonyora muofisi here?

40

, , ,
Ndinovaka.

Ndinodzldzlsa.

Ndinofamblra zVikoro.

, " ,
Ndinonyora muofisi.
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Group 8. Plural subjects.

UNIT 5

, "kufambira
, ,

kunyora
, ,

kuvaka

kUdzldzlsa

" ", " ,Munofambira zvikoro here?

, " ,
Munonyora muofisi here?

, " ,
Munovaka here?

, , " ,
Munodzidzisa here?

, ", ~

Tinofambira zvikoro.

" " ,Tinonyora muofisi.
, , ,

Tinovaka.

, , "
Tinodzidzisa.

[After completing Group 8, t~ke sentences at random from
Groups 7 and 8.]

Group 9. Low and high verbs in the /-no-/ tense, first and
second person singular subjects.

, ,
kuvaka

kurima

kUdzldzlsa

kuchaira

kupetesa

, " ,
Unovaka here?

, { f' ,Unodz dZlsa here?

, y ,
UnochCiira here?

, , " ,
Unofambira zvikoro here?

Unop~tesa here?

, , ,
Ndinovaka.

Ndinor'frna.

, , "
Ndinodzidzisa.

Ndinoch~ira.

" f' ,Ndinofamblra zvikoro.

Ndinopetesa.

Group 10. Plural subjects.
, ,

kuvaka

kurima
, ,

kunyora

kurimisa

kUdzldzlsa

kurapa

, , ~ ,
Munovaka here?

, ", ,
Munonyora muofisi here?

MunorYmisa here?

, f l' ,Munodzldz sa here?

Munor~pa here?

, , ~

Tinovaka.

Tinor'frna.

, " ,
Tinonyora muofisi.

Tinorlmisa.

, f "Tinodzldzisa.

Tinor~pa.

[After completing Group 10, take sentences at random from
Groups 9 and 10.]
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Group 11. Low verbs in the /-no-/ tense, third person
singular subjects.

Anorima
,

Anorima.kurima here?

Anorapa
,

Anorapa.kurapa here?

Anochaira
~

Anochaira.kuchaira here?

Anopetesa
,

Anopetesa.kupetesa here?

kurimisa Anorimisa
,

~
,

here? Anorimisa.

Anoweza
,

Anoweza.kuweza here?
, ~ , ,

~

Anogara
, ,

kugara Anogara mwaRusapi here? mwaRusapi •
• •

Group 12. Plural subjects.

kugara

kuweza

" " ", "Vanogara mwaRusapi here? Vanogara mwaRusapi.. .
, ~, , ,

Vanoweza here? Vanoweza.
, , , , ,

kurimisa Vanorimisa here? Vanorimisa.
, , , , ,

kuchaira Vanochaira here? Vanochaira.
, , , , ,

kurapa Vanorapa here? Vanorapa.
, , , , ,

kurima Vanorima here? Vanorima.

[After completing Group 12, take sentences at random from
Groups 11 and 12.]

Group 13. Singular subjects.
, ,,~

kufambira
, ~

kuvaka

{ "kudz dzisa

I I
kunyora

~ , , ~ , ,
Anofambira zvikoro here?

{ , ~ ,
Anovaka here?

~ , f' ,
Anodzidzlsa here?

, ", ,
Anonyora muofisi here?

42

{ , " ,Anofambira zvikoro.

~ , ~

Anovaka.

{ ",Anodzidzisa.

, " ,
Anonyora muofisio
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Group 14. High verbs in the /-no-/ tense, third person
plural subjects.

,. ,.,.
kudzidzisa

,. ,.
kunyora

, ,
kuvaka

,. ,,.
kufambira

,. ,.,., ,.
Vanonyora muofisi here?

,. ,.,. ,.
Vanovaka here?

, ,. ,., ,. ,.
Vanofambira zvikoro here?

,. ,.,.,.
Vanodzidzisa.

, ,.,. ,.
Vanonyora muofisi.

,. ,.,.
Vanovaka.

,. , ,.,. ,.
Vanofambira zvikoro.

[After completing Group 14, take sentences at random from
Groups 13 and 14.]

Group 15. Low and high verbs in the /-no-/ tense, third
person singular subjects.

kuchaira
,. ,

kuvaka

kurapa
,. ,. ,

kudzidisa

kugara

, ""kufambira

kurimisa

,. , ,
Anochaira here?

( ,.,. ,.
Anovaka here?

~ ,. ,
Anorapa here?
, ,.,,, ,.
Anodzidzisa here?

( , ,,. ,
Anogara m~aRusapi here?

( ,. "" , ,.Anofambira zvikoro here?
, ,. ,
Anorimisa here?

Anochaira.

( ,.,.
Anovaka.

Anorapa.

( ,.,.,.
Anodzidzisa.
,. , ,,.
Anogara mwaRusapi.

c

( , ,,. ,
Anofambira zvikoro.

Anorimisa.

Group 16. Plural subjects.
,. , ,. , ,.

kurima Vanorima here? Vanorima.
, , ,. , , "" ,. , , , ,. , ,.

kufambira Vanofambira zvikoro here? Vanofambira zvikoro.
, ,. , ,. ,

kurapa Vanorapa here? Vanorapa.
,. , , ,. ,. , , ,. ,

kunyora Vanonyora here? Vanonyora o
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kugara

kuchaira
, ,

kuvaka
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, , " ,
Vanogara m~aRusapi here?

, , ,
Vanochaira here?

, " ,Vanovaka here?

, , ~ ~

Vanogara m~aRusapi.

, ,
Variochaira.

~ "Vanovaka.

[After completing Group 16, take sentences at random from
Groups 15 and 16.]

Group 17. The tense prefix /-no-/ with high and low verbs,
in first, second, and third persons.

, , ,
Vanorima here?

UnorYma here?

Unorapa here?

, " ,Unovaka here?

( " ,Anovaka here?

( , ,
Anochaira here?

, , ,
Vanochaira here?

, ~ ,
Vanopetesa here?

, v ,
Munopetesa here?

, ", ,
Anodzidzisa here?
, , ,
Anorimisa here?

, , ,
Vanorimisa here?

, , ,
Vanorima here?

44

, ,
Vanorima.

Ndinor'fma.

Ndinorapa.
, , ,

Ndinovaka.

( "Anovaka.

Anochaira.
, .,

Vanochaira.
, ,

Vanopetesa.

, v
Tinopetesa.

Anodzldzlsa.

Anorimisa.
, ,

Vanorimisa.
, ,

Vanorima.
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Group 18. Choosing the right locative prefix for each
place expression.

UNIT

, ,
pano

guta
,

Mutare

Harare

kamba

"" " ,Vapwere vanogara pano here?

"" " ,Vapwere vanogara m~aRusapi here?

" " ,Vapwere vanogara muguta here?

"" " ,Vapwere vanogara kwaMutare here?

" " "Vapwere vanogara muHarare here?

" " , ,Vapwere vanogara pakamba here?

, , , ,
Vanogara pano.

I I I,

Vanogara m~aRusapi.

/ I

Vanogara muguta.

, I /'
Vanogara kwaMutare.

, / ,
Vanogara muHarare.

/ I ,

Vanogara pakamba.

, ,,,, I I ~ I ,

hosipitari Vapwere vanogara pahosipitari here?Vanogara pahosipitari.

kure

patyo

Sakubva
, ,

Nyadire

chinhambo

Group 19.

, I I' ,

Vapwere vanogara kure here?

" , I I

Vapwere vanogara patyo here?

I I I' I I

Vapwere vanogara muSakubva here?

" I' I I , ,

Vapwere vanogara kwaNyadire here?

Vapwere vanogara chinhambo here?

tWhere t questions with high verbs.

I I
Vanogara kure.

/ I

Vanogara patyo.

~ / ,
Vanogara muSakubva.

" ,I '"Vanogara kwaNyadire.

/ I

Vanogara chinhambo.

Anodz:Ldzlsa.

, , ('
Vanodzidzlsa.

, , "
Ndinodzidzisa.

, ( "Tinodzldzisa.

, " I (' " , )Anodzidzisepl? Anodzidzisa papl?

, I ( , (' , I I )Vanodzidzlsepi? Vanodzidzisa papl?

"(' ", ,Munodzidzlsepi? (Munodzidzisa papl?)

I" I ", , )Munodzidzisepl? (Munodzidzisa papl?
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Group 20. 'Where' questions with low verbs.

Anorimisa.
, , ,

(Anorimisa papl? )Anorimisepi?
, , , , 1 ( )Vanorimisa. Vanorimisep ? etc.

NdinorYmisa. MunorYmisepl? ( etc. )

Tinor'fuisa. Munormisepl? ( etc. )

[After completing Group 20, take sentences at random from
Groups 19 and 20.]

Exercise 21. Read the following verb forms aloud, and
verify the tones. Then mark the tones as your tutor
uses them.

anovaka anochaira

vanovaka munochaira

vanorlma munodzidzisa

tinorima vanodzidzisa

tlnonyora vanogara

anonyora vanonyora

Practice Conversations.
, ,

Masanga baba.

You reply to a greeting
and ask the other per
sonts name.

, ,
Masanga mwanangu.

, ,
Munhu ndlani?
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You ask someone where
he lives.

What does he do there?

Free conversation.

, v (
Munogarepl?

Munoltertyl apo?

, v 'Ndinogara muHarare.

, " ,
Ndinonyora muofisi.

The following are five personal names:
, ,

Musana
,

Kachara
,

Shumba

Mawa

Beta

A asks B about each of the above persons, where he lives
and what kind of work he does.
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UNIT 6

A

B

A

B

A

, , ,
Mangwanani baba.

muf~nd1si (1, 2)

, , ~"

Mangwanani mufundisi.
, ,

-uya

r1ni
, ,

pano

'v v, (. ",Mwakauya rlnl pano?

na

....tat~

Ndayan~ mazuva matatu

, ",
ndaya pano.

-svika

mus1 (3, 4)

....na

, ,
-pera

Ndakasv1ka musl weChlna

48

Good morning.

teacher, pastor,
missionary

Good morning.

to come

when?

here

When did you come here?

with, and

sun, day

three

lIve been here for three
days. (tI now have three
days, I being here.)

to arrive

day

four

to come to an end,
become exhausted
in supply

I arrived last Thursday.
(tI arrived the Fourth
day that passed. l )
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kana
,

-bva

, v' <
Munozoitenyi kana mwabva. .

, ,
pano?

-funga

-enda

, v ' vNdinofunga ndinozoenda

kundodzldzlsa (koodzldzlsa).

UNIT 6

if, or, when

to go or come from

What will you do when you
have left here?

to think

to go

I think I will go to teach.

Supplementary vocabulary. Periods of time.

Ndinozogara pano gore rQse (rese).

II III stay here all year.'

Ndinozogara pano mwedzl wose(wese).
~

'Illl stay here a whole month.'

., v ", , ,
Ndinozogara pano sondo rose.

it

, 'U "", ,

Ndinozogara pano zuva rose.
!

'"gore (5)

makore (6)

"'Qse (""ese)

mwedzl (3)

mwedzl (4)

sondo (5)
(svondo)
masyondo(6)

zuva (5)

year

years

whole, all

month

months

week

weeks

day, sun

'v" A'L ANdinozogara pano p~tyo pegure.

, v , , , ,

Ndinozogara pane Pityo pesondo.

'V" A 'L ""-Ndinozogara pano p~tyo PQmwedzl.
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mazuva (6) days

nearly a year

patyo(petyo) near

nearly a week

nearly a month
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Supplementary vocabulary. Numbers from 1 - 10.

I' , ", "Ndaane sondo rimwe ndava pano o.
I' , ", ,

Ndaan~ masondo mayiri ndaya pano o

Ndaan~ masondo matatu ndaya pano.

" 1" ,

Ndaan~ masondo mana ndava pano.

Ndaan~ masondo marongomuna ndava pano.

I' , , 1 , "
Ndaan~ masondo matanhatu ndaya pano.

" ", ,
Ndaan~ masondo manomwe ndaya pano.

, , "",
Ndaan~ masondo masere ndaya pano.

,t. ,
mwe

- 'viri
•

-tatu

-na

-rongomuna

...... ' ,tanhatu

...... 'nomwe

- ' ,sere

one

two

three

} four

five

six

seven

eight

" , "
Ndaan~ masondo mapfumbamwe ndaya pano.

,
Ndacfn~ masondo g _ , "ndaya pano o

-pfumbamwe
, ,

.kumi

nine

ten

, , ,
, v aTakasvika mwedz _viri yakaper • We arrived two months

ago.
, , ,

akapera.Takasvika makore mana We arrived four years
ago.

, , , , , v v
Takasvika masondo matatu akapera. We arrived three weeks

ago.
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Supplementary vocabulary. Days of the week.

Ndakasv!ka mus! ' - I arrived Monday.weMusumbunuko. on

, (
mus! ' ( Tuesday.Ndakasvlka weChipirl.

Ndakasv!ka mus! ' , Wednesday.weChitatu.
, , , ,

Thursday.Ndakasvika musi weChina.
, , ,

weChYshanu.Ndakasvika musi Friday.

Ndakasvlka
, , ,

musi weMugobera. Saturday.

Ndakasv!ka
, ~ ,

(weSvondo).musi weSondo Sunday.

1. The /-ka-/ tense.

A new tense is illustrated in the sentences:

'", v, f "Mwakauya rlni pano?

" ,Ndakasvika musi we-
--.or " ~ ')(China chakapera..

When did you come here?

I arrived last Thurs
day.

This tense is characterized by the non-initial prefix /-ka-/o

SUbject prefixes with the /-ka-/ tense.

SUbject prefixes used with this tense are identical
with those used in the tense that is represented by the forms
/ndarara/ and /taswera/ (Unit 4, Note 2), listed in Column 2
of the table in Unit 5, Note 1.

The tone of the prefix /-ka-/.

The same principles that govern the tone of the
prefix /-no-/ apply also to /-ka-/.

The tones of verb stems in the /-ka-/ tense.

In the /-ka-/ tense, there is dialect variation in
the tones of stems with both high and low verbs.
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High verbs.

(1) Central/westerly: the tones of the stem are low
in those forms that have low tone on the subject prefix:

cf.

~' ,takauya
, ,

kuuya

, "vakauya

we came

to come

they came

(2) Easterly: the tones of the stem are high:

" ,takauya

, "vakauya

Accordingly, forms of the /-ka-/ tense of high verbs are
written in this book as:

'v ')(takauya.

, "vakauya

Low verbs.

The first two of the three geographical areas that are
covered by this course seem to have tonal patterns like those
used for the /-no-/ tense in the middle of the three areas
discussed in Unit 5, Note 1. That is to say, the tone of the
first syllable of the stem is high in first and second person
forms, and the rest of the stem syllables are low:

, ,
vakaenda

, ,
ndakaenda

, ,
takachaira

they went

I went

we drove

This is the way these forms will be written in this book.

In the southeast, all of a series of low tones except
the last are raised to high:
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~ "vakaenda
, ,

ndakaenda

, ~(

takachalra

UNIT 6

This last set of forms is not represented directly in
the tonal writing used in this book, but it can easily be
inferred.

The /-ka-/ tense has two meanings. With most verb
stems, it is used when the action referred to took place on
the preceding day or earlier:

'v v, ,
Mwakauya rini? When did you come? (Where

the person is assumed to
have come before today. )

With some verbs, the /-ka-/ form has a stative meaning
and may be used regardless of time:

cf.

, ,
zvakanaka

-naka

Fine I (i.e. lthings (01. 8)
are in the state of having
become good. i )

to become good

(For practice in forming the /-ka-/ tense, and in contrasting
its tonal patterns with those of the /-no-/ tense, see
Groups 1 - 14 of the sentences for systematic practice.)

2. The prefix /-ndo-/ (or /-0-/).

A new prefix is found in the form !kundodzldzlsa/,
which in some easterly areas is /koodzldzlsa/. The prefix
/-ndo-/ may occur, as in this example, in the infinitive
form of the verb. In this respect it differs from the tense
prefixes (/-no-/ , /-ka-/ and others to be met in later
lessons). Also, the tense prefixes are mutually exclusive
with one another---no two of them may occur together in the
same word. The prefix /-ndo-/ may occur with the tense pre
fixes. There are about seven prefixes which are like /-ndo-/
in these respects. In this book they will be called taspect
prefixes t •
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The basic tone of /-ndo-/, and of most aspect pre
is low.

In some of its uses /-ndo-/ corresponds to English
ito go and do something. I In others~ it seems to mean that
an action is continued longer than might have been expected.

(For practice with /-ndo-/ see Group 17.)

3. The aspect prefix /-zo-/.

A second aspect prefix is illustrated in:

, I
Munoz~itenYl?.
Ndinoz~enda •••

What will you do?

I will go •••

This prefix is frequently used when the action referred to
is one that took place, or is expected to take place tbut
not immediately. t

4. The Shona counterpart of fagot.

The Shona way of quantifying the period of time that
has elapsed since a certain action is exemplified in the
expressions:

three days ago

last Thursday

At the end of each of these phrases is a form of the /-ka-/
tense of this verb /-pera/ Ito come to an end t • (The low
tone of the subject prefix indicates that this is not an in
dicative form.) More literal translations of the above
examples are thus tthree days which ended! and tFourth-day
which passed awayt.

50 Concords used with numerals.

The concordial prefixes used with numerals are like
those used with nouns (Unit 4, Note 1). In Manyika this is
not true for tone l , however:
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, , ..
mwana JIlumwe

vana vavirl.
makore mavirl.

(Manyika~/llinwe/)

two children

two years

one child

The word for tten t is a noun, with the stem /.kllinl/, singular
/gllinl/. It does not change its prefix to agree with the word
that it modifies:

vana gllinl

, , (

makore guml

ten children

ten years

(For practice with concordial relationships between nouns
and numerals, see Groups 15, 16 of the sentences for systema
tic practice.)

6. Grammatical points which will not be discussed at this time o

a. ndayan~ __ I now have _

b. mwabva (n.b. high tone on second person subject
• prefix)

you having left from

, " )c. ndava pano (n.b. high tone on sUbject prefix
I now being here

Sentences for systematic practice.

Group 1 0 The /-ka-/ tense, first and second person singular
sUbjects, low verbs.

kusvika Wakasvlka musl weChlna here? Ndakasvlka mus1 weChltatu.

kuenda Wakaenda musl weCh1na here?

kurima Wakarlma mus1 weCh1na here?

kuchaira Wakachaira mus1 weChlna here?

Ndakaenda musl weCh1tatu.

Ndakarlma mus1 weCh1 tat-lie

,.. , "
Ndakachaira musi weChitatu.

kugara Wakagara apo musl weChlna here? Ndakagara apo mus1 we
Chltatu.
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Group 2. Plural subjects.

kusvika

kurima

kuenda

kuchaira

kugara

Mwakasvlka musi weChlna here?·
Mwakarima musi weChlna here?·
Mwakaenda musi weChlna here?

o

" , , ~

Mwakachaira musi weChina here?·

Takasvlka musi weChltatu.

, , ( ('

Takarima mUSl weChltatu.

Takaenda musi weChltatu.

" , "Takachaira musi weChitatu.

, , (

Taka9ara,apo mUSl we-
Chitatu.

Group 3. The /-ka-/ tense, third person singular subjects, low
verbs.

, , , , ,
kusvika Wakasvika apo here? Wakasvika apo •.

, ,
here?

, ,
kugara ~akagara apo Wakagara apoo.

, , , , ,
kurima Wakarima apo here? Wakarima apo.

,
~

here?
, ,

kuenda Wakaenda apo Wakaenda apo.
0

Group 4. Plural subjects.

kusvika Vakasvika apo here?

kuenda Vakaenda apo here?

kurima Vakarima apo here?
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Group 5. The /-ka-/ tense, first and second person singular
subjects, high verbs.
, ,

kuuya
'v y , , ,

WakauYd musi weChina here?

Ndakadzldzlsa musl we-, ,
Chipiri.

, ,
kuvaka

, ,
kusanda , v v ' "Ndakasanda musi weChipiri.

Group 6. Plural subjects.
, ,

weChipiri.

,
musi we-

'v y , "Takauyd musi weChipiri.

musl weChlna here? Takadzldzlsa
, I

Chipirl.

M~akasanda musl weChlna here?

Mwakavaka musl weChlna here?

'v y , , ,
M~akauYd musi weChina here?

, ,
kuuya

, "kudzidzisa

, ,
kuvaka

, ,
kusanda

Group 7. The /-ka-/ tense, third person singular subjects,
high verbs.
, ,

kuuya
, ,

kuvaka

, ,,- ,
~akauya apo here?

" ,,- ,
~akavaka apo here?

, "
~akauya apo.

, ,,-
~akavaka apo.

, "kudzidzisa

kusanda

, ", - ,
~akadzidzisa apo here?

, , , - ,
~akasanda apo here?

, "'-
~akadzidzisa apo.

, , ,-
~akasanda apo.
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Group 8. P1Ul'al subj ects.
, ,

kusanda
, ,

kuvaka
, ,

kuuya

, "kudzidzisa

, , , - ,
Vakasanda apo here?

, "- ,Vakavaka apo here?

, " ,
Vakauya apo here?

, ", - ,
Vakadzidzisa apo here?

, , ,-
Vakasanda apo.

, ,,-
Vakavaka apo.

, ,,-
Vakauya apo.

, ",
Vakadzidzisa apo.

Group 90 The /-ka-/ tense, first and second person subjects,
high and low verbs.

kuenda
, ,

kuuya

kurima
, ,

kuvaka

kusvika
, ,

kusanda

kugara

, , ,
M~akaenda here?

''Y 'M~akauya here?
, , ,

M~akarima here?

Mwakavaka here?·
" ,Mwakasvika here?·

Mwakasanda here?· , ,
M~akagara apo here?

, ,
Takaenda.

'v ~Takauya..
, ,

Takarima.

, ,
Takasvika.

Takasand~.

, ,
Takagara app.

Group 10. The /-ka-/ tense, third person subjects, high
and low verbs.

, ,
kuvaka

kusvika
, ,

kusanda

kurima

, "kudzidzisa

kuenda

, ,
kuuya

~ " ,Vakavaka here?
, , ,

Vakasvika here?

, " ,
Vakasanda here?

, , ,
Vakarima here?

, ", ,
Vakadzidzisa here?

, , ,
Vakaenda here?

, " ,Vakauya here?
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, "Vakavaka.
, ,

Vakasvika.

Vakasanda.
, ,

Vakarima.

, f"Vakadzldzisa.
, ,

Vakaendao

, "Vakauya.
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Group 11. /-ka-/ VS. /-no-/ tenses, high verbs, second person
subjects.
, ,

'v a ,; ,
kuuya Mwakauy 0 Munouya.

0

, ,
Mwakavaka.

, , ,
kuvaka Munovaka.·, , ,

Mwakadzldzlsa.
, , , ,

kudzidzisa Munodzidzisa.
•

, ,
Mwakasanda.

, , ,
kusanda Munosanda.

, , ,
Mwakafamb'.1ra

,
" " ,

kufambira zvikoro. Munofambira zvikoro.

Group 12. Third person subjects.

, "kudzidzisa
, ,

kusanda
, ,

kuvaka
, ,

kuuya

, "kufambira

, ",
Wakadzidzisa.· , , ,
Wakasanda.

, "Wakavaka.
•

, ",
Wakauya.
o

, , " ,
Wakafambira zvikoro.·

( ",Anodzidzisa.
, , ,.
Anosanda.

, "Anovaka.
, ,,,
Anouya.
, , ,., ,
Anofambira zvikoro.

Group 13. The /-ka-/ tense vs. the /-no-/ tense, low verbs,
second person subjects.

kurima

kuenda

kupetesa

kuchaira

kurimisa

kuita

, ,
Mwakarima.

•
, ,

Mwakaenda.· , ,
Mwakapetesa.

•
, ,

Mwakachaira.· , ,
Mwakarimisa.

•
, f 'Mwakalta basanyi?

• •
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Munor'!ma.

Muno~nda.

Munopetesa.

Munochaira.

Munorllnisa.

Muno'!ta basanyl?
•



UNIT 6 SHONA BASIC COURSE

Group 14. Third person subjects.
, , , ,

kurima Wakarima. Anorima.
•

, , , ,
kuenda Wakaenda. Anoenda.

•
, , , ,

kusvika Wakasvika. Anosvika.
•

, , , ,
kuchaira Wakachaira. Anochaira.

0

, ,
Anorimisaokurimisa Wakarimisa.

•

Group 15.

1

tHaw long?!

2 3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

posl
,

piri
,

tatu

china

, v
shanu

, ,
tanhatu

,
chinomwe

, ,
rusere

pfumbamwe

" ,gumi

" , ,
zuva rimwe

mazuva mavirl

,,- ,
mazuva matatu

, ,
mazuva mana

, , ,
mazuva mashanu

" , ,
mazuva matanhatu

, , ,
mazuva manomwe

" "mazuva mas ere

, , -
mazuva mapfumbamwe

" "mazuva gumi
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, , ,
mwedzi umwe

mwedzl mivirl

, - ,
mwedzi mitatu

mwedzl mlna

mwedzl mishanu
, , ,

mwedzi mitanhatu

, - ,
mwedzi minomwe

, "mwedzi misere
,

mwedzi mipfumbamwe

, "mwedzi gumi
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Nwnerals 3-10.

UNIT 6

3

4

6

7

8

9

10 " ""Takasvika mwedzi gwni yakapera.

" ,Takasvika masondO
matatu akapera.

" ,Takasvika masondo
mana akapera.

" ,Takasvika masondo
matanhatu akapera.

" ,Takasvika masondo
manomwe akapera.

" ,Takasvika masondo
mas ere akapera.

" ,Takasvika masondo
mapfwnbamwe akapera.

" ,Takasvika masondo, ( ,
gwnl akapera.

Group 17. The aspect prefixes /-zo-/ and /-ndO-/.
, , ,

kudzidisa

kurima
, ,

kusanda

kuchaira
, ,

kuvaka

kuita

, v { " ,Ndinozoenda koodzidzisa.
kundodzidisa.

, v

Ndinozoenda kundorima.

, v , ,

Ndinozoenda kundosanda.

, 'V'

Ndinozoenda kundochaira.

, v ' ,
Ndinozoenda kundovaka.

, v
Ndinozoenda kundoita basa.

, ",
Ndinozodzidzisa.

Ndinozorima.
, , ,

Ndinozosanda.

Ndinozochaira.

, "Ndinozovaka.

, v
Ndinozoita basa.

, "kufambira 'v "" "",Ndinozoenda kundofambira zvikoro. Ndinozofambira zvikoro.
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, ('
kudzidzlsa

kurimisa
, ,

kusanda

kurima

kusvika

kuenda

" (('VanOzodzldzlSa.
, ,

Vanozorimisa.

" , ,
Vanozosanda.

, ,
Vanozorima.

, ,
Vanozosvika.

, ,
Vanozoenda.

Exercise 18. Read aloud and verify correctness of tones.
Then write the tones.

munochaira

wakarimisa (3 sgo)

unopetesa (2 sg.)

unodzidzisa (2 sg.)

wakadzidzisa (2 sg.)

vakasanda

Practice Conversation

vanouya

takauya

tinouya

ndinosanda

ndakasanda

vanoenda

You say good morning to
a group of children o

You ask them how
they are.

" , ,
Mangwanani vapwere.

" ,Mwarara here. ,
vanangu?
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Mangwanani mal.

, , , ,
Tarara zvakanaka.



You ask about their
father.

SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT 6

You ask where
Mr. Musana lives.

You ask what work
he does.

You greet a girl as
your daughter.

You ask her when she
came here.

f ' ')( v, "______________..:..:.Aiwa vara.ra zvavo.

, "Baba Musana, , ,
vanogarepi?

, , ,
Vanogara muSakubva.

I ( ,

Vanoita basanyi?
•

, ,
Vanochaira.

, ( ,
Mangwananl Mukunda.

, , ,
Mangwanani shewe.

,~," "Wakauya rini pano?

'v )( ,Ndakauya. musi we-
chlshanu.

, , ,
Ndaan(i. mazuva, , ,

matanhatu ndava, , .
pano.

1. Use a large calendar which includes at least the last ten
days.

a) Tutor asks student when he came here. Student re
plies, at the same time pointing to the appropriate day on the
calendar.

b) Tutor points to a day on the calendar and asks
students when he himself arrived. Students reply, 'You
arrived ago l or tyou arrived last t

c) The same kind of drill may be done with weeks and
months.
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2. Practice asking when a person arrived and how long he
will stay (/-gara/). In replying, each student should use
at least onpe each of the time expressions in the supple
mentary vocabulary for this unit.
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UNIT 7

BASIC DIALOGUE

UNIT 7

A

A

B

A

B

B

, ,
-kuru

, , f V' V'
Mhuri yavo lhuru.

f ' ",noda imba huru.

-ti
, "Ndinoti vachasvika.

--nganl
, , - ,

Van~ vana vangani?

mUkomana (1, 2)

" )musikana (1, 2
, , - ,

Vakomana vaviri
A V'! 'nc;>muslkana.

, , A Y A

Vanozogara kwegure.

large, important

Their family is large.

It needs a large house.

to say, do

I suppose they will get
here.

how many?

How many children do
they have?

boy

girl

Two boys and a girl.

They will stay for a year.

Supplementary vocabulary. Three adj ectiYes.
, , , , ,

Vanoda imba huru. They want a large house.
, , , ,

-dlki /--doko/-dukuVanoda imba dik:}. small
, , , ,

-teteVanoda imba nhete. narrow
, , , , - ,

Vanoda imba chena. chena white

The forms for Classes 5, 9, and 10 must be learnt separately
for each adjective. For these adjectives, they area

Class 5 Classes 9, 10 Stem (used in all
other classes)

, , , , , ,
guru huru --kuru

, ,
(or ndlki) -dlkidiki diki

,
nhete -- tetedete

, , - ,
jena chena chena
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SupplemeD~ary vocabulary. Time expressions with the /-cha-/
tense.

'They will arrive by and by.'
, ,

gare gare

manheru
, ,

mangwana

svondo rino.
,

paMugobera

paChipirl

by and by

evening

tomorrow

this week

on Saturday

on Tuesday

1. The /-cha-/ tense.

A new tense is illustrated in the sentence:

They will arrive.

The /-cha-/ tense uses the subject prefixes of the /-no-/ tense,
Unit 5, Note 1, but the tonal patterns of the /-ka-/ tense, Unit 6,
Note 1. Its most usual meaning seems to be 'future', but with
some stems it corresponds to English 'still.'

2. The tones of one-syllable verbs.

By far the largest number of Shona verbs have two or
more stem syllables. Those with three or more will usually
be found to contain one or more derivational extensions in
addition to the root. Thus, /-rima/ (two syllables, with
root /-rim-/, and /-rimisa/ (three syllables, with root /-rim-/
plus extension /-is-J.

There are a few verbs that have monosyllabic stems.
Most of them are high verbs (e.g. /-da/ ('want, like'). One
common monosyllabic verb (/-ti /) is a low verb.

In general, the monosyllabic verbs follow the same
tonal rules as do the longer verbs. But some dialect areas
which have high tone on first and second person forms of high
verbs in the /ka/, /cha/, and /no/ tenses have low tones on
the stem syllable of monosyllabic high verbs:
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~ ~ ~

ndinosanda

~, ,
ndakasanda

but, for the same speakers:
, ,

ndinoda

~ ,
ndakada

3. Possessive pronouns.

UNIT 7

Certain of the possessive pronouns have been encountered
already.

, ~

mhuri yavo

, , , ~

mupenyu zva~e

,
zvangu

their family

hers all right

as for me

it (i.e. /mhuri/ Class 9) slept

The personal possessive pronoun stems are:

Singular Plural
, ,

~ ~

1 -angu my -edu our
, , , ,

2 -ako thy -enyu your
, ,

~
,

3 -ake his, her -avo their

Note that all of these except the first have high
tone on both syllables.

The possessive pronouns for Classes 3 - 18 are:

3

4

5

6

-' ,awo

-' ,ayo

-' ,awo
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8

9

10

, ,
-acho

, ,
-azvo
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-adzo
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II --' , 15 ..... ' "arwo akwo

12 ,...' , 16 -' ,
ako apo

13 ' , ..... ' "-atwo 17 akwo

14 ..... ' " 18 ..... ' "ahwo amwo•

Note that the tone of the last syllable is low in each of
the"se stems.

The possessive stems for Classes 3 - 18 may be broken
down into:

I-a-I (possessive) + class concord + 1-0-1

The same analysis may be applied to the personal possessives,
except that not all of them end with 101, and that the first
and second person plural stems begin with lei. It is possible
to get around this latter difficulty by assuming nonexistent
stems *I-idul and *I-inyul for these forms, and then stating a
rule that lal coalesces with Iii to become lei.

The concordial prefixes used before these possessive
stems are:

1 w- 10 dz-

2 v- II rw-

3 w- 12 k-

4 y- 13 tw-

5 r- 14 hw-

6 #- (i.e. no overt prefix) 15 kw-

7 ch- 16 p-

8 zv- 17 kw-

9 y- 18 mw-
•
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Note that a possessive pronoun for Classes 3 - 18 contains two
concords, which are independent of one another. The one that
begins the word is in agreement with the noun that stands for the
thing that is possessed; the one that stands between /-a-/ and
/-0-/ is in agreement with the noun that stands for the possessor:

its children (vana (2),
(i.e. the school)

chikoro (7 ) )

, ,
basa rayo

, , ,
vana vacho

her work (basa (5),

mhandara (9))

Sentences for systematic practice.

Group 1. Concord with possessives. Classes 1 and 2.
,

mwana
,

vana
,

mukunda
, ,

mukorore
,

baba
, ,

mai

Group 2.
,

imba
,

mwana
,

vana

basa
,

chikoro

Anodzldzlsa mwana wedu.

{ ", ",Anodzidzisa vana vedu o

, ", , , ,
Anodzidzisa mukunda wedu.

, f" " "Anodzldzisa mukorore wedu.

{ "",v,
Anodzidzisa mai vangu.

Concords with possessives.

LA' ,

Ndinoda imba yangu.

, A "Ndinoda mwana wangu.
, A ,,,

Ndinoda vana vangu.

, A ,

Ndinoda basa rangu.

, A , ,

Ndinoda chikoro changu.

69



UNIT 7

, ,
mai

,
baba

mhuri
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,,~, , , ,
Ndinoda mai vangu.

, A ,,,

Ndinoda baba vangu.

, A ,

Ndinoda mhuri yangu.

Group 3. The /-cha-/ tense. First and second person singular,
high and low verbs.

, , , , ,
kusvika Uchasvika here? Ndichasvika.

, ,
Uchauya here? Nd1chauy~.kuuya

, ,
Uchavaka

, , v v
kuvaka here? Ndichavaka.

, , , , ,
kurima Ucharima here? Nd1char1ma.

, , , a ' Ndichasanda.kusanda Uchasand here?
, , , , ,

ku1ta Uchaita here? Nd1cha1ta.

kugara
, , , , ,

Uchagara here? Nd1chagara.

kuenda ' , , " ,Uchaenda here? Ndichaenda.
, , ,

Uchadz~dzYsa here? Nd1chadzYdz!sa.kudzidzisa

Group 4. Plural sUbjects.

kusvika
, ,

kuuya

kuenda

" ,Muchasvika rin1?

Muchauya'rini?

, , (

Muchaenda rlni?

70
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Tichauya manheru.
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, ,
kusanda

kurima

kuita

" ,Mucharima rini?
, , ,

Muchaita rini?

.. , ,
Ticharima manheru.

, I ..
Tichalta manheru.

Group 5.

kusvika

The /-cha-/ tense, 3 person, high and low verbs.

" , , ,
Vachasvika musi weMugobera.

, ,
kusanda Vachasanda musi

.. ,
weMugobera.

kuenda

.. ..,
kudzidzisa

"1 .. ,Vachaenda mUSl weMugobera.

, .. " , , ,
Vachadzidzisa musi weMugobera.

kurima Vacharima musi
.. ,

weMugobera.
, ,

kuuya

kurimisa

Group 6.

, " , ~ ,
Vachauya musi weMugobera.

, , ("

Vacharimisa mUSl weMugobera.

The /-cha-/ tense vs. the /-no-/ tense.

, ,
kuuya

kuita

.. ..
kusanda

kurima

, "kudzidzisa

'I come every day.~

", """)Ndinouya mazuva qse(ese •

.. ( , , , , ')
Ndinorfma mazuva Qse(ese •

71

'I will come
tomorrow. ,

Ndichauya, ,
mangwana.

, ,
Ndichaita, ,

mangwana.

Ndichasanda, ,
mangwana.

, ,
Ndicharima, ,

mangwana.

NdichadzYdzYsa, ,
mangwana.
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kuchaira

kufambira
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" , , , '(' ')Ndinochaira mazuva Qse ese •
, ,

Ndichachaira, ,
mangwana.

Ndichafamb1.ra
zVikoro, ,
mangwana.

Group 7. Certain time expressions with the /-cha-/ tense.

Achadzldzlsa kwegore.

,
mwedzi

kurimisa
,

svondo.
, "kufambira
,

gore

kuita basa

,
svondo

, ,
kusanda

mwedzl

kuweza

Achadzldzlsa kwQmwedz1.

, , A V A

Acharimisa kw~mwedzl.

, , , ,
Acharimisa kwesvondo..
( ", , "Achafambira zvikoro kwesvondo.

Achafamblra zVikoro kwegore.
, ,
Achaita basa kwegore.

, , "
Achasanda kwesvondo.

( , A V A
Achasanda kw~mwedzl.

" A ')t AAchaweza kWQffiwedzl.

Oral reading practice.

Read aloud, supplying the tones on words that are not already
marked. When the tones are correct, write them in the text.
Finally, retell the paragraph in your own words, and answer the
tutorIs questions on it.

Baba naMai Shumba van~ vana vatatu.

A V ' , ,Vakomana vaviri nQmusikana.
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A 'Y: ~ , ,
Vanoita basa mangwanani n~masikati.

Vachauya kugara panG kW9mwedzl mitatu.

Vanoda kudzidzisa kurima nQkuweza.
, ,

Vachadzidzisa mhandara n~majaha.

Ndinoti vachagara patyo nechlkoro chedu.

Practice conversation.

UNIT 7

You ask how many
children Mr. and
Mrs. Shumba have~

and where they
live~

, - ,
vana vangani?

, , ,
Vanogara papl?

,
vanCf

, , - ,
VanCf vana vatatu.

, , ,
Vanogara muSakubva.

and what kind of
work they do.

You ask whether
they will stay
for a week.

Free conversation.

, , , - (
Vanosanda basanyl?

, , , ,
Vanozogara kwesyondo

,
here?

, , " ,
Vanofambira zvikoro.

Ndinoti vachasvika
, , , ,

panG mangwana.

Hunde~ vanozogara
, ,

kwesvondo •.

Describe your own famlly~ and several other families, telling
as much about them and their future plans as you can within the
vocabulary and the grammar which you have met so faro
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UNIT 8

BASIC DIALOGUE

UNIT 8

A

B

B

A

B

A

B

( "
Chl~yi cheungad~?

slmbi (9., 10)

, , ,
Ini ndingad~ simbi.

chitoro (7., 8)
, , ,

Ndichaenda kuchitoro.

, , , , ,
Ndingaend~wo newe here?

, , ,
Hongu., tingaend~.

nguva (9, 10)

" , A ';t!
Tingaend~ nguvany~?

" " , ,
Tingaend~ zvedu masikati.

What would you like?
(tIt is what which you
would like?t)

an iron for clothing

ltd like an iron o

store

I will go to the store.

May I go with you?

Yes, we may go [together].

time

What time can we go?

We can go in the after
noon.

Supplementary vocabulary. The personal pronouns.

,
Iini

,
(sg.)iwe you

(
he, shelye

Supplementary vocabulary.
a store.

,
( b·Ndingada slm 1.

)

,
chigero.Ndingad~

, ,
Ndingadq. munyu.

, ,
Ndingad~ shuka.

,
isu we

imwl you (pl. or honorific)

,
ivo they

Articles that one might want from

(9, 10) an iron

(7, 8) scissors

(3) salt

(9) sugar
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,
(5, 6)Ndingad~ zingwa. br"-ead

, ,
(9)Ndingada parafini. kerosene•

, ,
(9, 10)Ndingad~ machisi. match

, ,
(9, 10)Ndingad~ sipo .. soap

, , ,
(9, 10) seedNdingad~ mbeu.

Supplementary vocabulary. Places where one might go.

II will go to a beer drink. 1

, , ,
( 6)Ndichaenda ku- maheu. sweet beer

jangano. ( 5, 6) communal labor

basa ( 5, 6) work
,

(3, 4)musha home
,

(5, 6)dhibhi dip tank
,

(9, 10)chechi church

jana (5, 6) herding of cattle

munda (3, 4) field
, ,

(3, 4)mitambo games
,

( 5, 6) gardengadheni
,

(11)rwizi river
ndwizl (10) rivers
,

(9, 10) welltsime
,

(5) cattle kraal (pluraldanga ,
(6)is matanga
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1. The I-nga-I tense.

Examples of a new prefix are found in~

UNIT 8

, ,
NdingadCj. simbi.

, , , , ,
NdingaendCj.wo newe here?

" I ITingaendCj. maslkatl.

lId like an iron o

May I go with you?

We can go in the
afternoon.

In some important dialects of Shona, the final vowel of an
affirmative form that contains I-nga-I is lei and not la/:
Indingade/ etc.

The I-nga-I tense uses the same subject prefixes as
the /-no-/ and /-cha-/ tenses, and the same tonal patterns as
the I-cha-/ and I-ka-I tenses.

Forms with /-nga-I have a1potential1meaning, which
is often translated into English by use of one of the modals
Ican t , tmay', tmight l • It may also be used in stating a desire,
in order to give obliqueness to a request. The first of the
above examples illustrates this use.

With respect to their meanings, forms with /-nga-/ are
then quite unlike what are usually called 'tensest and much more
like what linguists call tmodes t or tmoods t • This book speaks
of 'the /-nga-/ tense t rather than tthe /-nga-/ mood' because
/-nga-I occurs in the same slot as /-no-/, I-cha-/, and /-ka-/
and is mutually exclusive with them, and because the meanings
of these three prefixes do have to do with time o

A note on strong adjectives.

The student has already met two different types of words
which show concordial agreement with nouns. Each category-
possessives and subject prefixes--has some kind of prefix cor
responding to each of the noun classes. But the precise form
of the prefix for any given class may not be identical with the
form of the prefix for that same class as it appears with the
nouns themselves. Thus, the subject prefix for Class 1 is
/a- /, the prefix used with possessives is Iw- I, but the noun
itself in the same class has /mu-/.
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There is one group of words which have class prefixes
of exactly the same form as the nouns. These words, which
number only about two dozen altogether, are called tstrong
adjectives.' Four of the most frequent strong adjectives were
met in the supplementary vocabulary for Unit 7. For practice
in using them, see Groups 8 and 9 of the systematic practice
materials.

Reported speech after I-ti-I.

In English and in other European languages, one may
report what has been said in either of two ways:

He said he wanted to go.

He said, t I want to go. t

(Indirect quotation)

(Direct quotation)

tDirect t and tindirect t quotations differ in a number of ways:
(1) the punctuation of the written form, and the use of pause
and intonation in the spoken form) (2) the change in tense of
the verb) (3) the use of a third person subject the t for the
verb fwant t in the indirect quotation, as contrasted with the
preservation of the original subject (fIt) in the direct quo
tation.

In speaking Shona, one does not have this set of
choices. Shona quotation is of the direct type.

Ndlnoda kuenda. (Original sentence)

Wakati ndinbaa kuenda. (Same speech event as reported
o

a day or more later by some-
one else.)

For practice in the use of reported speech, see Group 10
of the sentences for systematic practice.

1. Correlation of subject pronouns with sUbject prefixes.

IWhat time may I go?1

ini Ini ndingaend~ nguvanyl?

, ", , A ';(

iwe Iwe ungaend~ nguvany~?
•
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iva
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, " , '" ';{lye angaend~ nguva~y~?

ISu tingaend~ nguvany'1?.
Imwl mungaend~ nguvany'1?. .

UNIT 8

2 0 Examples of the /-nga-/ tense with persons and numbers,
high and low verbs.

ICan we go with you?1

,
kuenda newe

lvo

kurima munda

,
iye

, , ,
kusanda muofisi

imwl· ,
kuenda kuchikoro

,
iwe

, ,
kuuya

, , "
Tingaend~ newe here?

" "Vangaend~ newe here?

~ , ,
Vangarim~ munda herel

, , ,
Angarim~ munda herel

Angasand4 muofisi here;

Mungaend~ kuchikoro here;

, , "
Ungaend~ kuchikoro herel

'v ~ , ,
Ungauy~ kuchikoro herel

3. One syllable high verb, first and second vs. third persons.

,
iwe

,
imwi·,
iye

lvo

IWhat [kind of] soap do you
want? I

, , ,
Unoda siponyi?.

, ( ,
Munoda slpo~yi?

, " ,
Anoda sipo~yi?

, " ,
Vanoda sipo~yi?

79

11 want a small bar. 1

Ndinoda sipo dlki.

, , (

Tinoda sipo dlki.

{ " ,1-\.noda sipo diki.
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4. The tones of high verbs with monosyllabic vs. disyllabic stems.

,
ini

iSU

,
iye
,
ivo

,
baba

, ,
mai

, I want to come.'

, '" "Ndinoda kuuya.

, '" "Tinoda kuuya.

, , "
Anoda kuuya.

, , "
Vanoda kuuya.

, , , "
Baba vanoda kuuya.

" , , "Mai vanoda kuuya.

, I will corne tomorrow. 1

'v ')( , ,
Ndichauya mangwana.

'v 'it: ' ,Tichauya mangwana.

, " , ,
Achauya mangwana.

, " , ,
Vachauya mangwana.

, " , ,
Vachauya mangwana.

, " , ,
Vachauya mangwana.

5. The infinitive vs. the /-no-/ tense.

'We want to build a house.' 'We will build houses.'

isu

,
baba

,
majaha

, ,
vafundisi
,
iye

{vo

, '" " ,Tinoda kuvaka imba o

, , , " ,
Baba vanoda kuvaka imba.

" , " ,Majaha anoda kuvaka imba.

" , , , ,
Vafundisi vanoda kuvaka imba.

, , , " ,
lye anoda kuvaka imba.

f ' , " ,vo vanoda kuvaka imba.

80

, , , ,
Tinovaka dzimba.

, , " ,
Baba vanovaka dzimba.

" " ,Majaha anovaka dzimba.

" , " ,Vafundisi vanovaka dzimba.

, , " ,
lye anovaka dzimba.

f ' " ,vo vanovaka dzimba.
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6. Agreement of numerals with nouns: loner and ttwo t

UNIT 8

Irtd like one iron.' Ir'd like two irons. t

s1mbi
, , l' ,

s1mbi mbir1.NdingadCi simbi mwe. Ndingadq.
, , , 1" , , ,

machisi Ndingadq. machisi mwe. Ndingad~ machisi mbiri.

slpo
, , 1 ' , , ,

Ndingadq. sipo mwe. Ndingadq. sipo mbiri.

chigero ' A chigero chlmwe.
,

zvigero zVivirl.Ndingad~ Ndingadq.
•

zingwa ' A zingwa r1mwe.
,

mavirl.Ndingadq. Ndingadq. mazingwa

7. Agreement of numerals with nouns: thow many! and tthree l •

tHow many irons would you 'rtd like three irons.'
like? I

slmbi
, , , ,

s1mbi
,

MungadCi simbi ngani? Ndingadq. nhatu.
, ,

machisi ngan1?
, , ,

machisl Mungadq. Ndingadq. machisi nhatu.

s1po
,

slpo ngan1?
, , ,

Mungadq. Ndingad~ sipo nhatu.

zvigero
,

zVlgero zVinganl?
, v v ,

MungadCi Ndingad~ zvigero zvitatu.
, , , ,

rnazingwa MungadCi mazingwa mangani? Ndingad~ mazingwa matatu.

8~ Agreement of a strong adjective with nouns.

'We live in a large town. I

guta
,

imba
,

musha
,

hospitari

gomo

, " , ,
Tinogara muguta guru.

, .., "" ,Tinogara muimba huru.

, v "" ,Tinogara mumusha mukuru o

, .., , , ,
Tinogara muhospitari huru.

, .., , ,
Tinogara mugomo guru.
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9.

guta
,

hospitari
,

chitoro
,

chikoro

munda
,

gadheni
,

chechi

SHONA BASIC COURSE

tHe works in a large town. I

, , , - , ,
Anosanda muguta guru.

{ ", , ,
Anosanda muhospitari huru.

Anosanda muchitoro chikuru.

, , , - , ,
Anosanda mumunda mukuru.

{ ", , ,
Anosanda mugadheni guru.

, " , , ,
Anosanda pachechi huru.

10. Reported speech.

{' ,
Achaenda kuofisi. He will go to the office.

inl

,
ivo

lye

, " ,
Ndakati achaenda kuofisi.

" " ,Vakati achaenda kuofisi.

, , , , ,
Wakati ndichaenda kuofisi.
•

I said he would go to the
office.

They said he would to go the
office.

He said he would go to the
office.

, ,
Anogara patyo.

ini
, , ,

patyo.Ndakati anogara

ivo
, , , ,

Vakati anogara patyo.
, , , , ,
iye Wakati ndinogara patyo.

•
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, ~" ~ ,
Ndakati vaswera zvirinane.

", " . f'Wakati vaswera ZVlrlnane •.
, , , . ( ,

Vakati taswera ZVlrlnane.

UNIT (3

Practice conversation.

You ask where the little
boys went o

(The day you had in
mind was Monday.)

, ~ , "" ,
Vakomana vadiki vakaendepi?

Musumbunuko.

,
Rini?

, ,
Vakaenda

,
kudhibhi.

Reading selections. Read aloud, and check the accuracy of
the tones. Then write the tone marks in. Finally, translate
and answer questions about it in 8hona.

Vasikana vanoenda kumunda here?

Vachaenda masikati.

Vakomana vanoita basanyi?

Vachaenda kugadheni.

Vangazosvika kudanga here?
It

Runde.

Imba yenyu ihuru here?

83



UNIT 8

Runde ihuru.

Munogara senyi pano?
•

Tinogara zvakanaka.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Mungasvika pano manheru here?
~

T~ngasvika Chipiri manheru.
~

Free Conversation,

Use the /-nga-/ tense in asking and giving permission
to do various things. Include requests for permission to go
to each of the places included in the supplementary vocabulary
for this unit.
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UNIT 9

BASIC DIALOGUE

-ri

, "-tengesa

hobo (5, 6)

UNIT 9

am, is, are

to sell

banana

A

B

A

.mari (9)
, , ,
Anoita marinyi?.

tiki (9, 10)

Ndinorta matatu tiki.

-nyanya

I am selling bananas.

money

How much are they?

three penny piece

I sell three for a tickey.

to be excessive

B Ahl

kani

,
muri kunyanya kani.

(a politely emphatic
interjection)

Oh, youtre too high.

A

B

A

B

Ndingaon~ madazeni maviri.
•

, "Aya ari pano.

kubvani
, , ,

Kubvani mari yenyu iyi.
, ,

mwazviita

All right, you can have
(Idol) four.

dozen

1 111 take (II may gett)
two dozen.

Here they are.

then, so

Then herets your money.

thank you (fyou
have done itt)
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-siya
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to leave

A
, , , , ,

Mwazvita~ tamusiya.. Thank you. Good bye •
(twe have left you t )

Supplementary vocabulary.

Anoita tiki

sisi/susupenzi

shereni
, ,

hafupeni
,

kobiri

mashereni mairl
, ,

hafukoroni

chishanu
,

mbofana

pondo

Answers to /muri kUitenyi?/t
, , ,

Ndiri kunyora.

Ndiri kubika.
,

Ndiri kuverenga.

, "Ndiri kutamba c

,
Ndiri kugeza.

, ,
Ndiri kubereka mwana~

Ndiri kurera mwana.

, - ",Ndiri kudirira mbeu.

Coins.

(9~ 10)

(9~ 10)

(9~ 6)

(5~ 6)

(5, 6)

(9~ 6)

(7~ 8)

(9, 10)

(9~ 10)

86

three pence

six pence

shilling

halfpenny

penny

two shillings

half crown

five shillings

ten shilling note

pound sterling

to write

to cook

to read, count

to play

to wash

to carry a child on the back

to care for a child

to water seeds
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Ndirl
( , -kuslma maruva.

, ,
-sima

ruva (5, 6)

Ndirl " ,kutema miti.
, ,

-tema

mutl (3, 4)

, f /, , ,

Ndiri kuvadza huni.
, ,

-vadza

htinl (9, 10)

, ,
-tenga

paraflni (9)

UNIT 9

to transplant flowers

to transplant

flower

to cut trees

to cut

tree, medicine,
wood

to split firewood

to split (transi-
tive)

piece of firewood

to buy kerosene

to buy

kerosene

1. The verb stem I-rl I.

The basic dialogue for this unit contains the forms
Indirl1 (first person singular), Imur{1 (second person singular),
and larll (Class 6, with second high tone lowered before the
initial high tone of the following word, cf. Unit I Note B ).
The stem I-ri I is unusual in two ways: (1) it ends with the vowel
I-il instead of I-a/) (2) it does not combine with the tense pre
fixes. Because it does not have all the kinds of forms that other
verbs have, it is called Idefective. t With respect to its
meaning, I-rl I corresponds in many respects to English tam, is,
are t.

(For practice, see Groups 4, 5, and 8)

2 g Infinitives after I-rl I.

In one of its very common uses, I-rl I precedes the in
finitive of other verbs:
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, ,,~ - ,
Ndiri kutengesa mahobo. 1 1m selling bananas.

This construction is usually best translated into English with
the present progressive (tis ing t ) tense, as in the above
example. But there may be some areas of Rhodesia where the
construction I-rl I plus the infinitive of a given verb is
interchangeable with the I-no-/ tense of the same verb.

(For practice, see Group 8.)

3. The enclitic /--~Yi/.

Compare the sentences:

Anoita marlnyi?.
Unolta basany1?.

How much (twhat moneyt)
are they?

What work do you do?

What are you doing?

The final syllable in each of these sentences is pronounced
~i~her /-yi I (westerly) or /-nyi I (easterly). It is not a
separate word, but is pronounced together with whatever pre
cedes it. This means that it is the syllable before I--nyil
that gets the penultimate accent (Unit 1, Note 1). So for
example, in the sentence:

Ndirl kUita basa. I'm working.

the syllable that is accented is Iba/, but in

uri kUita basany{?
•

What work are you doing?

the accented syllable is Isa/.

After a low tone, the tone of /--~yi/ is high: Ibasanyi/.
After a single high tone, the tone of I--nyil is low: Imarinyl/.
After two consecutive high tones, some dialects have low tone
on I--nyi/, while others have high tone on /--nYi/ but low tone
on the· syllable that precedes it: •

/ " 'Inguvanyi
•

or Inguvanyil.
(For practice, see Groups 3, 6, 7, 8.)
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4. Proximal and distal demonstratives.

In the sentences:

UNIT 9,

, ""Aya ari pano.

, , ,,-
Mari yenyu iyi.

These are here.

This [is] your money.

the forms /aya/ (Cl. 6) and /iyi/ (Cl. 9) are examples of forms
which will be called PROXIMAL DEMONSTRATIVES, and which correspond
closely to English tthis, these t • Demonstratives may be used
in positions where one usually finds nouns, as in the above
examples, or they may be used as modifiers of nouns:

,
aya mahobo

(
iyi marl

,
ichi chikoro

these bananas

this money

this school

The proximal demonstratives for the concordial classes
of Shona are given below in the left hand column. The forms
in the right hand column are DISTAL DEMONSTRATIVES, corresponding
to English tthat/those over there t •

PROXIMAL DISTAL

1 uyu uyo

2 ava avo

3 uyu uyo

4 iyi iyo

5 iri iro

6 aya ayo

7 ichi icho

8 izvi izvo

9 iyi iyo

10 idzi idzo
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11 urwu urwo

12 aka ako

13 'utwu utwo
• .

14 uhwu uhwo. .
15 uku uko

16 apa apo

17 uku uko

18 umu umo

Note that the distals are like the proximals except that
they have /-0/ as the final vowel.

Note also that the word /apo/, which has already been
learned with the meaning tthere t , is simply the distal demonstra
tive for Class 16. In the same way, /apa/ is often translated
with there', /umu/ with tin here f and /umo/ with lin there'.

(For practice, see Groups 1-3.)

1. Demonstratives with nouns of various classes.

'Do you want/like this banana?"I want/like that
one. ,

, , A , , , A

iro.hobo Unoda iri hobo here? Ndinoda
, , A , , , A

mahobo Unoda aya mahobo here? Ndinoda ayo.

Unoda
, , A

munda uyu munda here? Ndinoda uyo.

Unoda
,

Ndinodaminda iyi minda here? iyo.
,

Unoda
, , , A

parafini iyi parafini here? Ndinoda iyo.
,

Unoda
, , , A

iyo.shuka iyi shuka here? Ndinoda

,
Unoda

, ,
Ndinodamunyu uyu munyu here? uyo.
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s1po Unoda
, ,

Ndinodaiyi sipo here? iyo.

,
Unoda s1mbi

, , "simbi iyi here? Ndinoda iyo.

,
Unoda ichi

, , , "chikoro chikoro here? Ndinoda icho o

,
Unoda izvi

, ,
Ndinodazvikoro zvikoro here? izvo.

,
Unoda

, ,
Ndinodachitoro ichi chitoro here? icho.

, , " , ,
Ndinodazvitoro Unoda izvi zvitoro here? izvo.

,
Unoda

, ,
Ndinodachechi iyi chechi here? iyo.

, ,
Unoda

, , ,
Ndinodavapwere ava vapwere here? avo.

, ,
Unoda

, , "mupwere uyu mupwere here? Ndinoda uyo.

, ,
Unoda

, , ,
Ndinodavafundisi ava vafundisi here? avo.

, ,
Unoda

, , ,
Ndinodamufundisi uyu mufundisi here? uyo.

2. Concord between proximal demonstrative and noun. Singular
vs. plural.

hobo

slpo

simbi

zingwa

IHow much is this banana? I

Iri hobo r1noita mar1~yi?

Iyi s1po lnaita marl~yi?

Iyi h~ni inoita mar1~yi?

Ichi chigero chinoita mari~Yi?

, " ,
Iyi simbi inoita mari~yi?

Iri zingwa r1noita mari~yi?

Iyi imba 1noita marl~yi?

91

IHow much are these
bananas? I

Aya mahobo anoita mar1~yi?

, , , ,
Idzi sipo dzinoita mariQyi?

Idzi hunl dZlnoita mari~yi?

Izvi zvigero zv1noita,
mari~yi?

Idzi s1mbi dz1noita
mar1~yi?

Aya mazingwa anoita
mar1:t:1yi?

Idzi dZimba dZlnaita
marlnyi?
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3. Demonstratives with nouns of various classes.

IHow much is this banana?1 lIt is one penny.'

hobo
,

mahobo
mana

,
simbi

slmbi
ina

sipo

,
sipo

ina

zvigero
zvina

hUn1

Iri hobo rlnoita mar1Dyi?

, , , ,
Aya mahobo mana anoita mari~yi?

, " ,
Iyi simbi inoita mari~yi?

Idzi slmbi ina dZlnoita marlnyi?

Iyi s{po {noita mari~Yi?

Idzi slpo ina dzlnoita marl~Yi?

Ichi chigero chlnoita mari~Yi?

Izvi zvigero zvina zvinoita mar10yi?

Idzi hunl dzlnoita marlnyi?.

, , ,
Rinoita kobiri.

Anoita makobiri mana.

fnoita chishanu.

f 'DZlnoita pando.

fnoita shereni.
, ,

Dzinoita mashereni
mana.

Chlnoita mashereni
mair1.

, ,
Zvinoita masherenl, ,

masere.
, , , ,

Dzlnoita hafukoroni •

4. Personal subject prefixes with /-rl-/.

IWhere are you?1 IIim here. I

, , , , ,
iwe Uripi? Ndiri pano.

Imwl Murlpi? 1 "Tir pano.

lye Arip1? A "ri pano.

{va Varip1?
, , ,

Vari pano.
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5. Use of location-words after I-ri/.

tAre the children in the house?t

UNIT 9

,
mumba

, , ~ , ,
Vana vari mumba here?

Vana vari
, ,

muchechi here?
,

gadheni
,

hospitari Vana varl muhospitari here?

patyo Vana vari
- ,

patyo here?

gomo , " ,
Vana vari mugomo here?

munda Vana vari mUmunda
,

here?
,

danga
, ,

pano
,

kure

, ,,- , ,
Vana vari mudanga here?

, '('\ " ,Vana varl pano here?

, ,'\' ,
Vana vari kure here?

6. Questions with /--nYi/ after a low verb.

'What does Father do on (tint) the mountain~' tHe cuts trees. 1

, " ,-
Baba vanoite~yi mugomo?

, " ..Vanotema miti.
, ,., , ,

Baba vanoite~yi mugadheni?
, , , ,

Vanodirira mbeu.
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" " .. - ,Mai vanoite~yi kumusha?
, ,

Vanobika.

, , ,-
Vanhu vanoitenyi kujangano?.

.. " ..Vanovaka imba.

, , , - ,
Vanhu vanoitenyi kumaheu?

.. ,
Vanorima.
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7. Questions with /--nyi/ after a high verb.·
,

iwe
,

imwi
,
iye

!
lVO

~hat did you sell?'

", ,
Mwakatengesenyi?. .

, " ,
Wakatengesenyi?. .

, " ,
Vakatengesenyi?.

II sold an iron. I

Ndakatengesa'slmbi.

Takatengesa'sirnbi.

, , , v, I
Wakatengesa slmbi.
•
, , , v, 1

Vakatengesa s mbi o

8. Questions with /--nYi/, high and low verbs.·
, "kutengesa

kuita

kurima

kugeza
, ,

kutema

kudirira
, ,

kuvadza

1 What are you selling'!1

1 " ,Ur kutengesenyi?.
, - ,

Uri kuitenyi?
•

, - ,
Uri kurimenyi?·
uri kugezenyi?·

( , ,
Url kutemenyi?·
Uri kudirireny{?

, , ,
Uri kuvadzenyi?.

II tm selling sal t. 1

, ", ,
Ndiri kutengesa munyu.

Ndiri kuita basa rangu.

Ndirl kurima mbeu.
, ,

Ndiri kugeza mwana.

, " INdiri kutema mutl.
, , ,

Ndiri kudirira mbeu.

, """Ndiri kuvadza huni.

Practice conversations.

You ask where the
children are,

and what they are
doing.

, , ,
Vana varipi?

",- ,
Vari kuitevyi?
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You want to know
where the garden
is,

and when the chil
dren will come
back.

, ""Gadheni riripi?

"" ,Vanouya rini?

Rlrl chlnhambo.

~ ,/ r "'''''You ask a child what Url kutengese~Yl pano?
he is selling here.

{ /" v,
Ndir kutengesa

'"SlpO.

You ask how much
this white soap
is,

and ask for some.

Iyi s{po chena {noita

mar{vyi?

Iv Y I /
Ndingaona chena here?

~

Iyi {n6ita shereni.

I /
Zvakanaka.

Reading exercise. Read aloud, verify and write tones, trans
late, and answer questions in Shona about the content.

Uri kuitenyi mujaha?

Ndiri kutenga shuka.

Vasikana vari kutenge~yi?

Vari kutenga mahobo.

Vana vari kUite~yi pano?

Vari kutenga parafini o

Baba Shumba vari kUite~yi pano?

Vari kutenga simbi.
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Free Conversation.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Using real fruits and vegetables if they are available,
practice pricing and buying various kinds of food.
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Maslkatl chlrombowe.

Maslkatl.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 10

Good day!

Good day.

UNIT 10

-tsvaka

ani (pl. vanaani)

, - ,
Muri kutsvaka ani?

, , , "
Ndiri kuda Baba Mukarati.

to look for, seek

who?

Who are you looking for?

I need Mr. Mukarati.

Ahl , , "
Waenda kwaMutare o. Ohl He went to Umtali •

( , "Mwaldenyi kwawari?
• •

-taura

, A ,

Ndaida kutaura navo.

Supplementary vocabulary.
Rhodesia.

What did you want of him?

to speak

I wanted to talk with him.

Some important place-names in

, ,
to/atkwaMutare Umtali

,
to/atkuHarare Salisbury

,
to/atkuMarondera Marandellas

,
to/atkuGatoma Gatooma

,
to/at Que QuekuKwekwe

,
to/atkuGweru Gwelo

,
to/atkuBhuruwayo BUlawayo

,
to/at ChipingakuChipinga
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Supplementary vocabulary. Three time expressions suitable for
use with the hodiernal tense.

, , " ,
Waenda mangwanani ano..
Waenda chinhambwe..

" " "Waenda mambakwedza..

1. The /-i-/ tense.

this morning

a short time ago

dawn

Examples of a new prefix are found in:

Mwaldenyl?
• •

Ndalda kutaura navo.

What did you want?

I wanted to talk with him.

Forms that contain this prefix may be said to be in the /-i-/
tense. The subject prefixes are the same as those used in the
/ -ka-/ tense (Un1 t 5 J Note 1 , List 2. ), but the tones
are those of the /-no-/ tense (Unit 5 J Note 1 ).

With regard to meanings and English translation equiva
.lents, the uses of /-1-/ fall into two major groups. First,

and central, it its use as past habitual (II used to .•. 1)
(cf. Fortune AGS par. 565). The list of sentences which follow
this note illustrate that use. A second and rather frequent
use is illustrated in the basic dialogue, where reference is not
really to past habitual action, but to a present situation which
one wishes to refer to obliquely. In this respect, /-i-/ is
reminiscent of /-nga-/ (Unit 8, Note 1), and occasionaly occurs
in the same words as /-nga-/.

Ndalngada ••••
II

I would like ••••

(This is the only instance of two of the so-called tense pre
fixes occurring together.)
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Ndal~nda kUdhlbhi mas0ndo Qse.

'1 ", ,Valrima nguva dZQse.

, ')( " ,Ndaigara muimba yedu.

, , I' " , ,
Ndaidzidzlsa vapwere gore rakapera.

( ')( , , , , , ,
Ndaltaura zvakanaka mazuva Qse.

, "" ""Ndaienda kujana nguva dZQse.

r used to go to the dip tank
every week.

They used to farm all the
time

r used to live in our house.

r used to teach children last
year.

r used to do medical work
three months ago.

r used to speak well every
day.

I used to herd cattle all the
time.

r used to drive, years ago.

"" "" , , , ,Ndaitengesa mahobo musi weMugobera.

( , ( ,
Ndalr~ra mwana mwedzl wakap~ra. r used to care for a child

last month.
I used to sell bananas on

Saturday.

2. The past tense of today. (The thodiernal tense!.)

The very first verb forms which occurred in this series
of lessons were in the greeting formulae. They were in a tense
which did not occur outside of such formulae until this unit,
and for this reason it has not been discussed until now. Ex
amples are:

,
"

,
(duringMwarara here? Did you sleep the

past night)?
, , ,

[How]Vaswera here? did they spend the
day?

, , , ,
He went to Umtali.Waenda kwaMutare.

•

The subject prefixes are as for the /-ka-/ tense. The
tones of the verb stems themselves are as for the /-ka-/ tense
also:

, ,
m~auya

vauya
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, ,
vasvika

,
ndataura

they arrived (today)

I spoke (today)

That is, after high tone, westerly dialects have low tone on
the stems of high verbs. Note that with low stems, some dia
lects have high tone on the first stem syllable only.

Almost without exception, verbs in this tense are used
to refer to events that have taken place during the same day
or during the preceding night. It may therefore be called the
tpast todayt tense, or the thodiernal t tense (from the Latin
word for Itodayl).

(For practice in forming the hodiernal tense, see Groups
1-8.)

1. Past today, low verbs, first and second person.

'Did you do your work?'

( ",Walta basa rako here?

, "Waenda kumaheu here?

, "Wataura navo here?

Warlma munda here?
, ,

Warera mwana here?

Waswera senyi?.

II did my work. I

, ,
Ndaita basa rangu.

, ,
Ndaenda kumaheu.

, ,
Ndataura navo.

,
Ndarima munda.

, ,
Ndarera mwana.

, ( ,
Ndaswera zvirlnane o

2. Hodiernal tense, low verbs, third person o

IHow [well] did he plow? I 'He plowed well. I
, , , ~ ( , ,

kurima Warima senyi? Warlma zvakanaka.
· • •

, , , , , , ,
kutaura Wataura senyi? Wataura zvakanaka.

• . •

Wadlrira
, , , , ,

kudirira senyi? Wadirira zvakanaka.
0 . •

, , , , , , ,
kugeza Wageza senyi? Wageza zvakanaka.

• • •
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3. Hodiernal tense, low verbs, first, second, and third persons.

IWhen did you arrive? I

Wasvlka rlnl?

Wasvlka rlnl?
•

, ,
Wataura rini?

, , (

Wataura rlnl?.

I I arrlvecL a short time ago. t

( , ,
Ndasvlka chinhambwe chapera.

Wasvlka chlnhambwe chapera.•

, , ,
Ndataura chinhambwe chapera.

, , , ,
Wataura chinhambwe chapera.
•

4. Hodiernal tense, high verbs, first and second persons.

, ,
kutema

, ,
kusima

, ,
kutenga

, "kutengesa
, ,

kuona
, ,

kusiya

'Did you cut trees?1

" ( ,Watema mitl here?

, , - ( ,
Watenga paraflni here?

, " , ,
Watengesa munyu here?

, , , ( ,
Waona vadzidzlSi here?

( , , ,
Waslya mwana here?

II cut trees. I

" (Ndatema mitl.

Ndaslma maruva.

, " ,Ndatengesa munyu.

Ndaona vadzldzls1.

( , ,
Ndaslya mwana.

5. Hodiernal tense, high verbs, third person.

I Where did he leave the children? I

(iye)

mal
,

baba
,

mujaha

WasYyepl vana?.
''r' , ,Mal.vaslyepi vana?

MUjaha wasYyepi vana?
•
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,
majaha

mhandara (sg.)

mhandara (pl.)

6. Hodiernal tense, high verbs, third person, subjects in
various classes.
, ,

Nguva yapera. The timenguva is up.
,

sipo yapera. The is allsipo soap gone.

paraflni Paraflni yapera. The kerosene is all gone.
,

MunyU wapera. The salt ismunyu all gone.
, , , emahobo Mahobo ap rae The bananas are all gone.

hUnl
, ,

dzapera. The firewood isHuni all gone.

basa Basa rapera. The work is finished.

(' ,
Mwaslyepi mwana?

•

, ,
Mwaonepi chigero?·

IWhere did your son get the scissors?1

MUkorore wenyu w~onep{ chigero?.

Hodiernal tense, high verbs, first and second vs. third
person.

,
baba

,
imwi

, , ,
kuslya mwana

, ,
kuona chigero.

" ,kutenga munyu
,

iwe
, ( ,

Watengepl munyu?
, ,

muzvare
,

imwi
•

"'Y. ( ,Muzvare watengepl munyu?.
, , ~

Mwatengepi munyu?
•
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8. High vs. low verbs, hodiernal tense, third person.

IDid the young man arrive home (today)?1

UNIT 10

kusvika
, ,

kuuya

kuenda

" (kutema mitl

kuita basa

~kubva

, , ( , - ,
Mujaha wasvlka here kumusha?

•

Mujaha wauy~ here kUmusha?
•

", , - ,
Mujaha waenda here kumusha?

•

, " , - ,Mujaha waita basa here kumusha?
•

" , - ,Mujaha wabva here kumusha?
•

Practice conversations.

Ask another person
what he is doing
here.

uri kuitenyi pano?
•

Ndiri kugeza.

Iwe uri kuitenyi?
•

Reply that you are
playing" and ask
when he is going
to go home.

You ask where the
other personts
cattle kraal is.

( ",Ndirl kutamba
,

zvangu.

Unoenda rini
,

kumba?

, , , ( ,
Danga renyu rlripi?
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When did Father go
to the kraal?

What is he doing at
the kraal?

Is he intending to
go to the dip
tank?

SHONA BASIC COURSE

, , , (

Baba vaenda rlni
,

kUdanga?

V~r{ kUitegy{

- ,kUdanga?

kUdhlbhi here?

, , "Vaenda mangwanani.

Varl kUita basa.

Hongu vachaenda

maslkatl.

Reading Read aloud, verify and mark tones, and learn to take
both roles without reference to the printed text.

Mwakaita basa here Mugobera?
•

. Hongu, takadirira mugadheni.

Vasikana vakaitenyi?
•

Vakarera vana.

Vakomana vakaitenyi?
•

,
Vakadirirawo.

Masikati mhandara.

Masikati shewe.

Mwaswera here?
•

Aiwa zvitambo.
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Vaswera senyi murimisi~
•

Waenda kwaMutare •.
Wanouya rini?

[murimisi (1, 2) 'agricultural demon
strator 1 ]

, v "Wanozouya musi weMusumbunuko.

Free conversation.

Ask and answer questions about what you and others have
actually done during the current day or the preceding night.
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UNIT 11

A

B

A

B

A

B

nzira (9, 10)

, , ,
Nzira inoenda kupl?

( " vNdlYo inosvlka muguta.

, ( ,
-gurlra

"" ", ,Hapana inogurira here?

( ",Iyi ndlyo yakatonaka.

f ' " ,nosvika ngepaWatsomba here?
, ,

Kwazvo, ndiyo iyi.

path, way

Where does the path go?

This is the [one] that goes
to (tarrives in t ) the
village.

to cut (for)

Isntt there a shorter
[one]?

This is the right [one].

Does it go via Watsomba?

Oh yes, this is it.

Supplementary vocabulary. Adjectives that may describe a road.

Where is the big road?

Mugwagwa mukuru uripl?

Mugwagwa murefu uripl?

" ,Mugwagwa mupamhi uripi?

Mugwagwa mutete uripl?

Mugwagwa mupfupi uripl?

Mugwagwa mutsva uripl?

muvha (3, 4) }

mugwagwa (3, 4)
,.,. ,
refu

.... pamhl

.... 'pfupi

,.,. ,
tsva

road

long, tall

wide

narrow

short

new

1. Relative verb forms, affirmative.

verbs~
Notice the tones on the sUbject prefixes in these
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~ , ' ,
Nd1yo nzira lnosvika

muguta.
~ ,~ ¥

Ndiyo lnosv~ka muguta.

Hapana nzira ~nogurira

here?

UNIT 11

That is the path that
goes to town.

That is the one that
gets to town.

Isn't there a path that
is shorter?

, ",
Ndiyo yakanaka.

~ ~\ ~" ~ ~

Hapana lnogurira here? Isn't there one that
is shorter?

That is the one that
is good.

These verbs are formed just like the third person verbs of the
/-no-/ and /-ka-/ tenses that have been met previously, except
that they have low tone on their sUbjec~ prefixes. The cor
responding verbs with high tone on the sUbject prefix were
INDICATIVE; 'an indicative form is one which serves as the main
verb in a declarative sentence. The verbs in the examples
cited above, with low tone on the sUbject prefix,are RELATIVE.
A relative verb never stands as the main verb in a declarative
sentence. Instead, it occupies positions in the sentence which
may also be occupied by adjectives or by nouns. English trans
lations, as in all of the above examples, often consist of
relative clauses.

Tonally, relative forms are identical with first and
second person indicative forms. It follows that there is no
audible difference between indicative and relative forms in the
first and second persons:

, v ,

Ndinobereka mwana.

( ( , v ,
Ndlnl ndinobereka mwana.

I carry the child.

It is I (I) who
carry the child.

Relative verbs are also used after /ndianl/ lwho (is it)?!.
[For practice in constructing and using relative verbs, see
Groups 1-8 and 10, 11 of the sentences for systematic practiceJ

2. Relative verbs as translations for English adjectives.

The supplementary vocabulary for this unit includes
a number of adjectives, which are cited in this book with a 
before the stem. Such adjectives are very few in Shona, num
bering about two dozen, depending on the dialect that is being
considered o Most adjectival expressions in Shona are in fact
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relative verbs:

SHONA BASIC COURSE

compare:

, ~ ~

nzira yakanaka

, ~

Nzira yakanaka.

a good path ('a path that is
good' )

The path is good.

3. Concords with /ndl-/.

One of the most frequently used of the constructions
that employ relative verbs is one that begins with /ndl-/ plus
some concordial element:

, , ,
Ndiyo yakanaka. That is the one (Class 9)

that is good.

Translations for /ndlyo/ are tit is that l , or tthat is the one. l

The concordial element of one of these third person
forms, Classes 2-18, is identical with the last part of the
distal demonstrative (Unit 9, Note 4), or of the possessive
pronoun (Unit 7, Note 3.), except for Classes 3 and 6.

The first and second person forms •are.
, ,

~
,

(t{s~)ndini ndisu
, ,

ndlmwlndiwe
,

ndlvondiye

[For practice with the above forms, see Groups 9-11].

1. Indicative vs. relative, high verbs, /-ka-/ tense.

'They transplanted flowers (before today). I

'They are the ones who transplanted flowers.'

kuslma maruva

, "kuvadza hun1

Vakas1ma maruva.

f ", ')(_yNdlVO vakas~na maruva.
, , ~, , ,

Vakavadza huni.
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" ,kutenga munyu

, , ,
kuuya kuchechi

2. Low verbs.

kuita basa

,
kusvlka kumusha

,
kutaura navo.

,
kugeza mwana

,
kuenda kurw:l;-zi

,
kurera vana

SHONA BASIC COURSE

, " ,
Vakatenga munyu.

, " ,Vakauya kuchechi.

'They did his work (before today). '
tWho [all] did his work~ t

, , , ,
Vakaita basa rake.

, , ,
Vakasvika kumusha.

, ~ ", , ,
Ndivanaani ~akasvika kumusha?

, , ,
Vakataura navo.

( , , "", ,
Ndlvanaani vakataura navo?

, , ,
Vakageza mwana.

, , , \ , , ,
Ndlvanaani vakageza mwana?

, , ,
Vakaenda kurwizi.

, , ,
Vakarera vana.

, , ("'" ,
Ndivanaanl vakarera vana?
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3. Indicative vs. relative, high verbs, /-no-/ tense.

tHe works in an office. t
tWho works in an office?t

, , ,
kusanda muofisi

" ,kutenga munyu

, ~

kuvaka dhibhi

, , , ,
Anosanda muofisi.

, "" , ,
Ndiani anosanda muofisi?

, " ,
Anotenga munyu.

, "", ,
Ndiani anotenga munyu?

" ,Anovaka dhibhi.

( ( , , , ,
Ndlanl anovaka dhibhi?

kutengesa muchitoro Anotengesa muchitoro.

"'" ,,- ,Ndiani anotengesa muchitoro?

kufamblra mhuri

, , , ,
kunyora zvakanaka

, , ,
kuvadza huni

, '" ,
kutema muti

, , " -
Anofambira mhuri.

"", "Ndiani anofambira mhuri?

, " , ,
Anonyora zvakanaka.

""" "Ndiani anonyora zvakanaka?
, , /, , ,
Anovadza huni.

, (' " "" , (Ndianl anovadza hunl?

, " ,
Anotema muti.

", ", ,
Ndiani anotema muti?

4. Indicative vs. relative, low verbs, /-no-/ tense.

'He lives at the store. t
'Who lives at the store?t

,
kugara pachitoro

( , ,
Anogara pachitoro.

, ,,, , v ,

Ndiani anogara pachitoro?
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,
kugeza mumba

,
kurima gadheni

,
kuenda kutsime

, ,
kudirira mbeu

kuweza zvakanaka

, ,
kuchaira zvakanaka

SHONA BASIC COURSE

, , ,
Anogeza mumba.

, " , v ,
Ndiani anogeza mumba?

, , ,
Anorima mugadheni.

, "'V 'Ndiani anorlma mugadheni?
, , ,
Anoenda kutsime.

, " ,\/ ,
Ndiani anoenda kutsime?

Ndianl anodlrira mbe~~

, , , ,
Anoweza zvakanaka o

, "'v"Ndiani anoweza zvakanaka?
, , , , ,
Anochaira zvakanaka.

, ",,, ",
Ndiani anochaira zvakanaka?

UNIT 11

5. Indicative VB. relative, low verbs, /-ri/ tense.

'She is cooking.r'~ho is the one who is cooking?'

kubika

kurima

kutaura

kuverenga

kuweza

, , -
Ari kubika.
, ,
Ari kurima.

Ari kutaura.

, ,
Ari kuverenga.
, ,
Ari kmv eza.

" , - "Ari kubika ndiani?

" , - "Ari kurima ndiani?

Arl kutaura ndlani?

Arl kuverenga ndlanl?

" , - "Ari ku li\€za ndiani?
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6. High verbs.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

, ,
kuuya

, ,
kunyora

, ,
kusanda

, "kudzidzisa
, ,

kutamba

tHe t scorning. t

" "Ari kuuya.
, , , ,
Ari kunyora.

" "Ari kusanda.

, , " ,
Ari kudzidzisa.

" "Ari kutamba.

'Who is the one who is coming? ,

", "Ari kuuya ndiani?

Arl kunyora ndlanl?

Arl kusanda ndlanl?

... , " "Ari kudzidzisa ndiani?

), , "
~ri kutamba ndiani?

7. Indicative verbs vs. relative verbs with /ndlvanaanl/.
High verbs.

, ,
kusima

maruva

" fkutema mitl

tThey are transplanting
flowers. t

Varl kuslma maruva.

" " ,Vari kutema miti.

'Who are transplanting
flowers?! (tThose who
are transplanting flowers,
who are they?t)

..., " ,
Vari kusima maruva ndiva-, ,

naani?

", " , , "Vari kutema miti ndivanaani?

, , ,
kuvadza huni

, "kutengesa
mazingwa

, ,
kutenga,

munyu
,

kutenga
shuka

, ( ",
Varl kutengesa mazingwa.

" " ,Vari kutenga munyu.

" ""Vari kutenga shuka.
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", , '('"Vari kuvadza hunl ndivanaani?

..., ", ,
Vari kutengesa mazingwa ndiva-, ,

naani?

" " ""Vari kutenga munyu ndivanaani?

", , , ",
Vari kutenga shuka ndivanaani?



8. Low verbs.

kuverenga

kutaura

kurimisa

,
kubereka vana

SHONA BASIC COURSE

tThey are reading. t

, , -
Vari kuverenga.

vari kutaura.

, ,
Vari kurimisa.

" - ,
Vari kubereka vana.

UNIT 11

(Who are the ones who
are reading?!

.... , - ,,, ,
Vari kuverenga ndivanaani?

... , - ,,,,
Vari kutaura ndivanaani?

vari kurimisa ndlvanaanl?

... , - "Vari kubereka vana ndiva-, ,
naani?

,
kuenda kuchechi vari kuenda kuchechi. Vari kuenda kuchechi ndiva-, ,

naani?

9. /nd{-/ with concords of various classes.

lIs· that your school? I

,
chikoro

v v
chigero

,
chitoro

,
musha

Munda

,
munyu

,
mari

,
shuka

, ,
huni

,
dzimba

,
danga

shereni

, ,,,,,
Ndicho chikoro chenyu here?

, v v , ~ ,
Ndicho chigero chenyu here~

, ",,,
Ndicho chitoro chenyu here?

, ""Ndiwo musha wenyu here?

, ",
Ndiwo munda wenyu herR?

, ,,,,,
Ndiwo munyu wenyu here?

, ", ,
Ndiyo mari yenyu here?

, , " ,
Ndiyo shuka yenyu here?

, "" ,Ndidzo huni dzenyu here?

, ""Ndidzo dzimba dzenyu here?

, ""Ndiro danga renyu here?

, ""Ndiyo shereni yenyu here?
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basa

mashereni

maruva
,

mwana
,

mukunda
,

vana
, ,

vapwere

SHONA BASIC COURSE

, ",
Ndiro basa renyu here?

, ",
Ndiwo mashereni enyu here?

, ",
Ndiwo maruva enyu here?

, ""Ndiye mwana wenyu here?

, , " ,
Ndiye mukunda wenyu here?

, ", ,
Ndivo vana venyu here?

, "",Ndivo vapwere venyu here?

10. /ndf~/ plus personal pronouns, used with relative forms
of high verbs.

I He builds houses. I

, " ,
Anovaka dzimba.

IHe is the one who builds houses. 1

, "" ,Ndiye anovaka dzimba.

~
lVO

,
ini

,
isu

,
iwe

. !lmWl
•

, " ,
Vanovaka dzimba.

, , , ,
Ndinovaka dzimba.

, , , ,
Tinovaka dzimba.

, , , , ,
Unovaka dzimba here?

, , , , ,
Munovaka dzimba here?

, "" ,Ndivo vanovaka dzimba.

" \ ", ,Ndini ndlnovaka dzimba.

",,',,"" "Tisu tinovaka dzimba.

""" , ,Ndiwe unovaka dzimba here?

, " ", , ,
Ndimwi munovaka dzimba here?•

11. Low verbs.

IShe carries the child. t IShe is the one who carries
the child. I

,
iye

ivo
,

ini

, , ,
Anobereka mwana.

, , ,
Vanobereka mwana.

, v ,
Ndinobereka mwana.

, , v ,
Ndiye anobereka mwana.

, , v ,
Ndivo vanobereka mwana.

, , , v ,
Ndini ndinobereka mwana.
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,
isu

,
iwe

imwl,

, v ,

Tinobereka mwana.

, v "Unobereka mwana here?

, v "Munobereka mwana here?

" , v ,
Tisu tinobereka mwana.

" ". \I "Ndiwe unobereka mwana here?

" , v "Ndimwi munobereka mwana here?
•

Practice conversations.

You ask where his
house is.

Is it near?

Is it large?

Is this the [right]
way for me?

The one that goes
to town.

You ask whether
there isntt one
that goes by
Watsomba.

, , ,
.Iri patyo here?

". V V' 'Ihuru here?

Ndlyo nzira yangu
,

here?

, v
Inosvlka muguta.

, "., ' vHapana lnosvlka

, "ngepaWatsomba

".

here?

115

" ,,-
Imba yangu iri muguta.
~

frl chlnhambo.

Hunde ihuru kwazvo.

,v ,
Inoenda kupi?

,
Ndiyo iyi.

, , v
Iyi ndiyo inosvlka.
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Oral Reading Practice.

Mhuri yedu inogara muguta.

Inogara muimba chena.

Inoita basa zvakanaka.

Inoenda kuSvondo •
•

Inoenda kwaMutari mugobera v9se .

It goes to [church on] Sunday.

Inotamba mitambo. game

Inofambira kuHosipitare.

Inogara zvakanaka.

Free conversation.

It has a connection with the
hospital.

Collect a number of objects and ask whether each be
longs to various individuals.
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UNIT 12

BASIC DIALOGUE

chiShona (7)

UNIT 12

Shona style of
speaking or acting.

A
, " , , ,

Handitauri chiShona zvakanaka. I dontt speak Shona well.

B Ahl
, v , , ,

Unotaura zvakanaka kwazvo.

mutauro (3, 4)

Oh, you speak very well Q

language

B

A

B

A

Unodzldzira kupl mutauro
, ,

wedu?
, ,

KuNyakatsapa.
, ,

-pedza
, , ,

Unopedza rini?

-zlva

Handizivi zvakanaka.

Where do you study our
language.

At Nyakatsapa.

to finish

When do you finish?

to know

I donIt know for sure.

Supplementary vocabulary. Names of some languages.

Anogona kutaura chiNdevere (7) Ndebele.

(kugona Ito be able l )chingezi (7) English

chirungu (7) (any) European language
, ,

(7)

1
chirooroo

Fanagalo, IKitchen Kaffir l,
(7)chiraparapa

,
(7)chiPutukezi Portuguese
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1. Negative verbs that correspond to the !-no-! tense.

The basic dialogue for this unit contains two
negative verbs:

, " , , ,
Handitaur~ chiShona zvakanaka.

, , , , ,
Handiziv~ zvakanaka.

I dontt speak
Shona well.

I dontt know
for sure.

The various affirmative tenses of Shona form their
negatives in quite diverse ways. The negative verbs in the
above examples correspond to the affirmative forms !ndinotaura!
and !ndinozlva!.

This set of negative forms begins with the negative
prefix !ha-!, followed by the sUbject prefix with high tone.
The first syllable of the stem has its basic tone, low for
low verbs and high for high verbs. The next two stem syllables
are high for high and low verbs alike. The final vowel of
the stem is !-i! in some dialects, !-e! in others.

Note however that the stems of the pro-verbs do not
adopt the special tonal pattern described above, and that their
final vowels do not change.

[For practice in cons tructing these forms, see Groups Z - 7
of the sentences for systematic practice.]

1. Infinitive after !-pedza!.

, Have you (sg. ) finished speaking?'

kutaura
, , ,

kutaura?Wapedza here

,
Vapedza

,
kutaura?ivo here

, ,
Vapedza

, , ,
kunyora here L~nyora?

,
Mwapedza here kunyora?imwi

, , ,
kUbika?kubika M~apedza here
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,
Wapedza

,
kubika?iye here.

Wapedza
,

kudirira?kudirira here.
, , , ,

kudirira?iwe Wapedza here
, , , , , , ,

kusanda Wapedza here kusanda?

2. Affirmative vs. negative of /-no-/ tense, high verbs.

UNIT 12

, "kudzidzisa
, ,

kusanda
, ,

kuuya

, "kudzidzira

t Do you teach every day? t

, , " "" ,Unodzidzisa·mazuva Qse here?

", "" ,Unosanda mazuva Qse here?

", "" ,Unouya mazuva Qse here?

, , " "" ,Unodzidzira mazuva Qse here?

II don't teach. 1

, "Handzidzist.
!o

" ,Handisandi.
!o

" ,
Handiuy~.

, , , f
Handidzidzir~.

3. Affirmative vSo negative of /-no-/ tense, monosyllabic
high verb.

I Do you (sg. ) want to go with them?1 I I dontt want [to]. I

, , 1\ , , , ,
iwe Unoda kuenda navo here? Handid:!-.

, , i\ , , , ,
imwi Munoda kuenda navo here? Hatid~.

,
Anoda kuenda navo here?

, ,
iye Haad}.
, , ,

kuenda
, , , ,

iva Vanoda navo here? Havad~.
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4. Negative of /-no-/ tense, low verb.

I don't speak Ndebele.

in1
,
iye

,
isu

ivo
,

iwe
,

imwi

5.

Hand{ta~ri chINdev~re.

, " - ,Haatauri chiNdevere.
!o

, , f - ,
Hatitaurl chiNdevere.

!o

, " - ,
Havataur~ chiNdevere.

, " - , ,
Hautaurt chiNdevere here?

, " - , ,
Hamutaur~ chiNqevere here?

Affirmative vs. negative, /-no-/ tense, low verb.

lean I speak? t

Inl ndinogona here kutaura?

Iwe unogona her~ kuchaira?

f " , -ye anogona here kuchaira?

Is~ tinogona here kurimisa:

f " ,va vanogona here kurimisa?

Iwe unogona here kutaura chiShona?

, , " ,
Vanogona here kutema?

Munogona here kuslma maruva?

120

I Yau can It. I

Ha~goni·

, ,
Handigon~.

, ,
Haagon~.

, ,
Harnugoni·

, ,
Havagon~.

, ,
Handigon~.

Hatigon!.
!o

, ,
Hamugoni.

!o

, ,
Havagon~.

f '
Hatlgon~.
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6. Affirmative vs. negative of /-no-/ tense, low verbs.

UNIT 12

IDo you cultivate the field?1

Unorlma munda here?

unotaura chiPutukezi here?

Unogona kuverenga here?

UnorYmisa here?

tI dontt (cultivate) .•
, ,

Handirimt.

, "Handitauri.
!o

, ,
Handigoni.

!o

, "
Handirimisf·

70 Negative of /-no-/ teDse, high and low verbs.
,

ini

lVo

kugona

kuverenga

, ,
kuziva

kuchaira

iSU

,
kuda

" ,,-Handidi kusima maruva.
!o

" ,,-
Havadi kusima maruva.

!>

, , ,,-
Havagon~ kusima maruva.

, ,-
Havagon~ kuverenga.

, ,-
Haagoni kuverenga.

!>

, , ( -Haazivl kuverenga.
!o

, (' -
Haazlv~ kuchaira.

Hatlzlvi kuchaira.
!o

, ,
Hatidl kuchaira.

121

I donlt want to
transplant flowers.

They donlt want to
transplant flowers.

They canit trans
plant flowers.

They canlt read.

He canlt read.

He doesn't know how
to read.

He doesn1t know how
to drive.

We donlt know how
to drive.

We donlt want to
drive.
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Questions and answers. The tutor should ask these questions
of the students, with the students! books closed. The students
should then read the questions aloud, supplying correct tones.
Finally, they should write their own answers in the book.

Munovaka here?

Vasikana vanorima here?

anoenda kuchikoro here?

Tinogara mumba here?

Vakomana vanobika here?

Mal vanobereka mwana here?

Vana vanotamba here?

Basa rinopera Mugobera here?

Vanoenda kudanga renyu here?

Unovadza huni here?

Munorapa here?

Munoenda kudhibhi here?

Munoziva murimisi here?

Unofambira chikoro mazuva Qse here?

Munodzidzisa here?

Munoita basa mazuva Qse here?

Unotema muti here?

Vana vanodirira mbeu here?

Unogeza mumba here?

Munoweza here?
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Practice conversation.

UNIT 12

You ask another person
what language he
speaks.

You ask whether the
children speak a
European language
in school.

Oral Reading Practice.

Ndiani uri kutaura?

Ndini.

Vapedza here kusanda?

Ndatopedza.

Sara J uri kUite~yi?

Ndiri kunyora.

Uri kunyora mutauronyi?

, "
Vapwere vanotaura

,
chirungu here

kuchikoro?

Ndinotaura chirungu

,
kuchikoro.

Tinotaura chiSh~na

,
kumusha.

, " -
Havataur~ chirungu.

, , ,
Vanotaura chiShona.

Ndiri kunyora chirungu.

Anotaura chiShona zvakanaka here?

AhI Anotaura zvakanaka kwazvo.
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Wakadzidzirepi mutauro wedu?

KuNyakatsapa.

Anopedza rini?

Ndinofunga mwedzi unouya.

Free conversation.

Practice asking and answering questions about what members
of the class regularly do. In answering, some of the replies
should be negative.
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UNIT 13

UNIT 13

Basic sentences.

Mwazvlnzwa here?. .
~

kwete

~

Kwete.

~ ~ ~ ~

Handina kuzvinzwa •.
izwl (5, 6)

~ " - ,Nyorai aya mazwi.

Expressions useful in a language class.

to hear, feel,
perceive,
understand

Do you understand?
(tHave you heard it?t)

no

No.

I didntt understand (it).

voice, word

Write these words.

mUdzldza (1,2)

( ~ ~ "Ava vadzldza vanobva Amerika.

( ~

-dzldza

, /\ ~ ~ ~

Ndinoda kudzidza kutaura chiShona.

-pinda

Pindai.

pasl (16)

~ ~ (
Garai paSl.

masure (6)

, "-,, ~

Taurai mumasure mwangu.
o

125

student

These students come from
America.

to learn

I want to learn to speak
Shona.

to enter, to
surpass

Come in!

underneath, floor,
ground, the earth

Sit down!

back, behind

Repeat (tspeak t ) after me.
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-isa

bhuku (5, 6)

Isal mabhuku pasl.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

to put

book

Put [your] books down.
,

Mwatinyi?. .

[
, ,

Itaizve.

" ,Tauraizve.

-shoma

, ,- ,
Mungataur~ zvishoma here?

1. Past negative indicative.

What did you say?

[Please] repeat. \

(IDo/speak again. I)

few, little

(Can you) [please] speak
slowly/softly?

The basic sentences for this unit contain a past nega
tive form~

, , "
Handina kuzvinzwa •

•
I didn't understand it.

(Cl. 8)

The root of this verb is /-nzwa/, the syllable /-zvi-/ is an
object prefix of Class 8, used without a specific noun antece
dent. (Object prefixes will be discussed further in Unit'5 .)

The formula for past negatives is~ /ha-/ .... subject
prefix'with high tone ~ /na/, + infinitive. These phrases
may be used as negative counterparts both for the /-ka-/ tense
(past before today) and the hodiernal tense (past today).

This kind of past negative indicative construction
is the one that will be used in this book. There are however
two other fairly widespread kinds of past negatives that are
used in various parts of Mashonaland. One uses the stem /-zi/
in place of /-na/, thus:

, , "handizi kuzvinzwa.
This negative also may be used as a counterpart of affirmatives
in either the /-ka-/ or the hodiernal tense.
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A third style of negative uses the negative prefix
/-sa-/, alone as a negative of past today (hodierna1), and
followed by /-ka-/ as a negative of the /-ka-/ tense:

, , ,
handisazvinzva

•
" , ,

handisakazvinzwa.
It should be noted that in this set of negatives, unlike
the negative of the /-no-/ tense, the final vowel of the
stem remains /-a/ and does not become /-~/.

(For practice with the first of these three types of past
negative formation, see Groups 10, 11 of the sentences for
systematic practiceo]

2. Affirmative imperative verbs.

The basic sentences for this unit contain a number
of examples of the plural affirmative imperative form of
verbs:

, "Nyorai •••

, "Taurai.
, , ,

Garai pasi

Write ••• ;

Speak}

Sit downJ

In form, these words consist of the stem of the
verb, plus I-if (in some dialects /-~yi~. The first
syllable of a low verb is low; otherwis~ stem tones are
high. The tone of /-1/ is high in some dialects, low in
others. In the imperative, as in the other forms of the verb,
the plural form may be used in speaking to one person, as a
mark of respect. The singular form of the imperative is like
the plural except that it lacks the suffix (/-i/ or fnyi/) •

•

[For practice with affirmative imperative verbs see Groups
2-90 ]
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3. The enclitic I--zve/.

Compare the forms:

, "Taurai.

" ,Tauraizve.

,
Pinda.

,
Pindazve.

Wataura.
o

, , ,
Wataurazve •.

Speakl

Speak again!

Enter!

Enter againI

He spoke.

He spoke again.

The tone of I--zvel is always opposite to the tone of the
preceding syllable o The preceding syllable has the same
tone that it would have in the corresponding form without
I--zvel, unless that form ends with two or more consecutive
high tones. When the form without /--zvel ends with two or
more high tones, the syllable before I--zvel has low tone:

, "Taurai vs. Tauralzve.

[For practice on this point, see Groups 4, 50]

1 0 Concord between noun and possessive; singular vs. plural.

IWhere did you put my book?' 'Where did you put
my books? I

,
Walsa

, ,
papl? Walsa mabh~ku

,
bhuku bhuku rangu angu

pap1.?

~ , , ,
pap1.?

, , ,
pap1.?hobo Waisa hobo rangu Waisa mahobo angu

{ , , ,
pap1.?

,
slpo

,
pap1.?SlPO Waisa sipo yangu Waisa dzangu

,
Walsa

, ,
pap1.?shuka shuka yangu

, , , ,
papl?munyu Waisa munyu wangu

, ,
marl yangu pap1.?mari Waisa
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shereni

, ,
hafukoroni

,
mbofana

SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT 13

Warsa zvigero zvangu
papl?

Warsa matlki angu
papl?
, ,

Waisa mashereni angu
papl?

f ' ,Walsa mahafukoroni
angu papl?
, , ,

Waisa mbofana dzangu
papl?

Walsa hUn:! dzangu
papl?

2. Hodierna1 tense vs. imperative, high verbs.

, ,
kupedza

, ,
kutema

, ,
kusima

, ,
kuvadza

'Have you finished you work?'

" , - "Mwapedza here basa renyu?.
Mwatema here mit:!?

Mwasima here maruva?.
" " rMwavadza here hun ?

'Finish your work.'

,,~ f
Tema.L mitl.

Slmal maruva.

, ,-, ' ,
Vadzai huni.

[For the meaning of the symbol ~, see Unit 1, Note 2.]

3. Low verbs.

, v ,
maruva?kudirira Mwadirlra here

0

, v , ,
kuverenga Mwaverenga here bhuku?

· , , ,
kurera Mwarera here mwana2

•

Mwar{ma
,

munda,kurima here
•

*'f 'Dirlrai maruva.
JOt" ,Verengai bhuku.

*', ,
Rerai mwana.

*',
Rimai munda.
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4. Imperative with and without I--zve/, low verbs •

1 Speak. 1 ISpeak again. •
, '>¢t " ,kutaura Taural! Tauraizvel

Pinda!l ' ,kupinda Pindaizve.

VerengaIl ' , ,kuverenga Verengaizve.

Enda'Il
, ,

kuenda Endaizve.

5. High verbs.

tCome.' 'Come again.
, , , 'JII' " ,kuuya Uyail Uyaizve.
, , , ,,~ , , ,

kutenga Tengal. Tengaizve.
, , , , "f , " ,kutengesa Tengesa • Tengesaizve.
, , , '! ' , ,

kutamba Tamba • Tambaizve.

6. Imperative singular vs. plural.

, ", , ,
Tengesa mit1 yako.

, , - "Pedza basa rako.

, " ,
Rera mwana wako.

, , "
Verenga bhuku rako.
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Tengesai miti yenyu.

*'"" ,,,Pedzai basa renyu.

*', ",
Rerai mwana wenyu.

~, , "
Verengai bhuku renyu.
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7. Imperative singular VS o plural. (Use the number of the
possessive as the cue for changing the number of the
verb.)

, "¥ ",Tengesal miti yenyu.

, ,
yako

, ,
kupedza basa

, ,
renyu

,
kurera mwana

, ,
wako

,
kuverenga mabhuku

, ,
enyu

, " f"Tengesa mitl yako.

" , ,
Pedza basa rako.

,'llIC "Pedzai basa renyu.

, lft' ' ,
Reral mwana wenyu.

, " ,
Rera mwana wako o

, " ,
Verenga mabhuku ako.

,,~ ",
Verengal mabhuku enyu.

8. Infinitive vs. imperative; subject prefix in agreement
with possessive of second sentence.

IHe wants to speak. I ISpeak after him. I

, , f ,
ku-taura. ' '¥

, , ,
iye Arl kuda Taural mumasure mwake.

, , , ,
kutaura. ' '11(.

, , ,
ivo Vari kuda Taural mumasure mwavo.

inl
, ,

kutaura. ' , J!\ , ,
Ndiri kuda Taurai mumasure m';langu.

, , ,
kutaurao ' ,~

, , ,
lsu Tiri kuda Taural mumasure mwedu.

[Note concord /mw-/ of Class 18, in agreement with /mu-/ tint.].

(Same)
,
iye

in!

ivo
,

isu

" , - /Ari kuda kupinda mumba.

, , - ,
Ndiri kuda kupinda mumba.

Varl kUda kupinda mumba.

" /Tiri kuda kupinda mumba.

'1' , , ,
Pindal mumasure mwake.·

'.-c , ,
Pindal mu.masure mwangu.

•

Pindaf - , , ,
mumasure mwavo o

Pindaf mu.masure
, ,

mwedu.
•

131



UNIT 13 SHONA BASIC COURSE

10. !-ka-! tense, affirmative vs. negative, various classes.

~

bhuku
,

imba
,

danga

mazw{

mugwagwa

nzira

munda

zingwa

~

machisi
,

mwana
,

vana

,
gadheni

maruva
,
ofisi

chitoro
,

zvitoro

chigero
,

tsime
,

hobo

'Is this book good?'

, " ,
Iri bhuku rakanaka here?

, " ~

Iyi imba yakanaka here?

, " ,
Iri danga rakanaka here?

, , , ,
Aya mazwi akanaka here?

, , ,
Uyu mugwagwa wakanaka here?

, , ,
Iyi nzira yakanaka here?

, , ,
Uyu munda wakanaka here?

, , ,
Iri zingwa rakanaka here?

, , , ,
Iyi machisi yakanaka here?

, " ,
Uyu mwana wakanaka here?

, " ,
Ava vana vakanaka here?

, , , ,
Iri gadheni rakanaka here?

, , ,
Aya maruva akanaka here?

, , , ,
Iyi ofisi yakanaka here?

, , , ,
Ichi chitoro chakanaka here?

, , , ,
Izvi zvitoro zvakanaka here?

, , ,
Ichi chigero chakanaka here?

, " ,
Iyi tsime yakanaka here?

, " ,
Iri hobo rakanaka here?

132

'It is not good.!

" -Harina kunaka.

( , 
Halna kunaka.

, ,
Harina kunaka.

" -Haana kunaka.
, ,

Hauna kunaka.
, ,

Raina kunaka.
, ,

Rauna kunaka.

~ , -
Harina kunaka.

( , 
Halna kunaka o

Haana ku.naka.
, ,

Havana kunaka.
, ,

Rarina kunaka.
, ,

Raana kunaka.
, ,

Haina kunaka.
, ,

Hachina kunaka.
, ,

Hazvina kunaka.
, ,

Hachina kunaka.

, , -
Raina kunaka.

(' Harlna kunaka.
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11. Past affirmative vs. negative.

UNIT 13

r They went to Umtali.

, , "
Vakaenda kwaMutare.

, ,
Vakaita basa.

, ,
Vakarima munda.

, ,
Vakataura chirungu.

" "Vakauya pano.

, f f 'Vakadzldlra chiShona.

Practlce conversations.

r I didn t t go wi th them. I

, , - ,
Handina kuenda navo.

f ' - ,Handlna kuita basa navo.

" - ,Handina kurima munda navo.

Handlna kutaura chirungu
/navo.

_f' " ,Handlna kuuya navo.

Handlna kUdzldzlra navo.

You ask who built
this house.

You comment that
it is very nice,
and ask whether
the dip tank is
nearby.

You ask who has
come into the
schoolbuilding.

You ask what
he wants.

, ,
Ndinl.

, , , ,
Yakanaka kwazvo. Dhibhi

f ' - ,rlri patyo here?

Ehunde. Rirl

Unbcteny{ pC:n~?
•

/ A (I
Ndinoda kudzldza.
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You ask what he
wants to learn.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Un~d~ kUdz{dzeny{~
(I

/ A / /
Ndinoda kudzldza

kutaura chi-

rungu.

Reading practice: two-line conversations.

Ndiani waisa mabhuku angu pasi?

Ndini.

Vapwere vakagara pasi.

Isu takagara navo pasi.

Ndiani wataura mumasure mwake?.
Mudzidza wataura mumasure m~ake here?

Baba vapindazve mumba.

Vapwere vQse vapinda mumasure mwavo •.

Free conversation.

Practice giving and recelvlng directions, using
affirmative plural imperative forms.
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UNIT 14

BASIC DIALOGUE

sima (5, 6)

mbatata (9, 10)

nzungu (10)

kabichi (5, 6)

- "mwe

Anaita shereni rimwe.

matatu.

-tarnbira

Mwazvlta, tamblranyi.. .

UNIT 14

vegetable

I am selling vegetables.

What do you have?

potato

groundnuts

cabbage

I have potatoes, groundnuts
and cabbage.

ltd like some cabbage.

one

Itts one shilling.

Can you give me three?

All right, thatts three
shillings.

to receive

Thank you. Here you are.

Supplementary vocabulary. Foodstuffs.

mbesa (9, 10)

We bought some guavas.

foods

"mango

J 35

gwavha (5, 6)

mango (9, 10)

guava

mango
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tsunga (5)

muriwa (3,4)

tsenza (9,10)
I

or 8) I

pineapple

pumpkin

papaya

peas

beans

orange

lemon

potato

ear of
maize

(kind of green
vegetable)

(an edible
root)

food eaten with
sadza; vege
table

}

chibarwe (7,6

nhanga (5,6)
" "dikiti (5,6)

mbatata (9,10)

ndodzl (10)

shushururu (10)

gwere (5,6)

papo (5,6)
raranji (5,6)
ndlmu (5,6)
chinanazl (7,8)

" ..Takatenga mararanJl.

Takatenga mandlmu.

"Takatenga mapopo.

" "Takatenga miriwo.

" "Takatenga zvinanazi.

Takatenga manhanga.
" " "Takatenga matikiti.

Takatenga mbatata.

Takatenga ndodzl.

Takatenga shushururu.

"
Takatenga{mabarWe~

zvibarwe.

Takatenga tsunga.

" "Takatenga tsenza.,

"Takatenga magwere.

Takatenga madima. dima (5,6)
" " (9,10)Takatenga nzungu. nzungu

" " (5,6)Tak.atenga madhumbe. dhumbe

Takatenga n~-emba. nyemba (10)

sweet potato

groundnuts

coco yam

cow pea

1. The nonconcordial connective Ina/.

Notice the underlined syllables in the following
sentences:
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Munenyi?-., ,
Ndine mbatata,

nzungu nekabichi.

V~vana makore mana.

What do you have?

I have potatoes, groundnunts,
and cabbage.

The children are four years old.

It will be useful to consider that the basic stem represented
in these forms is Ina/. It consists of a linking morpheme
/-al preceded by the nonconcordial morpheme In-I. The basic
meaning of Inal is approximately that of English land' and
'wi th r •

The vowel of the linking morpheme may be la/, lei, or
101, depending on dialect and on the class of the following
word. In most dialects, the vowel is /01 before nouns of
Classes 1, 3, 11, 13, 14, 15 (i.e. those whose class prefix
contains /ul or Iw/); it is /a/ before nouns of Classes 2, 6,
12 (i.e. those whose prefix contains /a/; and otherwise le/
except with nouns of Class la and Imukomal 'older sibling of
same sex l . But in Manyika, the vowel is lei for all classes
except la. [Class la is a special subdivision of Class 1, such
that the members of la do not have the /mu-/ prefix shared by
the rest of Class 1. Class la has certain tonal peculiarities
als o. ]

1 nomwana 8 nezvitoro

la nababa 9 nesimbi

2 navana 10 nenzungu

3 nomuti 11 norwizi

4 nemiti 12 nakamwana (kamwana IsmaIl child t )

5 nehobo 13 notuvana (tuvana IsmaIl children I )

6 namahobo 14 nohuswa.
7 nechitoro 15 nokuenda

[For practice in choosing the appropriate vowel, see Groups 1-3
of the -sent'ences for systematic practice.]
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The connective with /n-/ may be used with or without a
subject prefix. With a subject prefix, it acts very much
like a verb in that it has affirmative and negative, indica
tive and relative, and some other sets of forms which are
characteristic of Shona verbs. When it is used
in this way in this book, it will be written as the last
syllable of a word:

Tine nzungu. We have groundnuts.

When the connective with /n-/ is used without a prefix,
it is written and pronounced as a part of the word that fol
lows it:

mbatata nenzungu potatoes and groundnuts

The tones, both of the connective itself and of the nouns
that follow it, present a fair degree of complexity, both
within individual dialects and with respect to interdialectal
variation. Two widespread systems for assigning these tones
will be described below. This description will apply to the
use of /na/ without a subject prefix.

In the more westerly of these two systems the following
tone patterns may be expected:

, ,
and/withnesipo soap

/

and/withnenzira a path

, /

and/with anechikoro school

, ,
and/withnenzungu groundnuts

nababa and/with Father

The tonal pattern of /n~/ with nouns is predictable in
terms of the basic tonal pattern of the noun itself. In the
dialects which are exemplified above, nouns that begin with
low high (/' ' ••. /) keep this tone pattern, and the connective
is high except in Class la. For other nouns, the tone of
the connective is the same as the basic tone of the syllable
that follows it: low before low (e.g. /nzira/) and high be
fore high (e.g. ISlpo/, /neslpo/).
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But nouns (other than Class la) that begin with I" ...1
raise the tone of the first syllable after the connective:
Inenzira/.

When the first two or more syllables of the noun itself
are high, they become low after Ina-I:

cf.

Further east, in the Manyika area, the tone rules for the
connective itself are the same except for nouns that begin with
I' "...1. The tone of the connective is low before these nouns,
just as i~ is before other nouns that begin with low tone. The
syllable that follows the connective is raised to high, again just
as it is in other nouns that have basic low tone on the first
syllable:

nababa (No raising because of Class la)

nechikoro

But if the underlying noun is a two syllable word with
tones I' "/, then the final high tone is in turn lowered:

.-
nenzungu

On the other hand, two or more consecutive high tones
after Ina/ may not be lowered.

(cf. westerly Inehuni/, above)

[For practice with these tonal patterns, see Groups 5-8.]

1. Connective with subject prefix, with :louns before which it
has the vowel lei; class concords with relative verbs modifying
these nouns. (Use the noun as the cue.)

Tine nyemba dzakanaka.
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Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine
,

Tine

Tine
,

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

Tine

SHONA BASIC COURSE

, , " "mbeu dzakanaka.

paraflni yakanaka.

, , ,
bhuku rakanaka.

, "" ""dikiti rakanaka.

tsunga rakanaka.

ndlmu rakanaka.

dima rakanaka.

, , ",
chinanazi chakanaka.

" ,chigero chakanaka.

chikaro chakanaka.

zVinanazl zvakanaka.

i
v v ' ,zv gero zvakanaka.

zVikaro zvakanaka.

2. Connective with nouns of classes before which it has the
vowel /0/ in some dialects.

"/ 'Tino Tine

Tina/Tine

Tina/Tine

, ",
mwana wakanaka.

" , ,
mudzidza wakanaka.

,,, , ,
mudzidzisi wakanaka.
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,/ ' , ,
Tino Tine murimisi wakanaka.

, / ' wakanaka.Tino Tine munda

,/ ' ,
wakanaka.Tino Tine munyu

'/ ' musha wakanaka.Tina Tine

UNIT 14

3. Connective with nouns before which it may have the vowel /a/.

'/ 'Tina Tine

'/ 'Tina Tine

Tina/Tine

'/ 'Tina Tine

'/ 'Tina Tine

'/ 'Tina Tine

'/ 'Tina Tine

vana vakanaka.

vadzldza vakanaka.

mabhuku akanaka.

mandlmu akanaka.

magwere akanaka.

IMfORTANT: After completing work on Groups 1, 2, and 3 sepa
rately, take nouns from all three groups at random as cues.
Respond with sentences in which the connective has the proper
vowel and the relative verb has the proper concordial prefix.

4. Connective with various subject prefixes.

t Does Fa ther have my books? t

, , ,
mabhuku

,
here?baba Baba vana angu

"

mUjaha MUjaha
,

mabhuku
,

here?an~ an6u

majaha Majaha
, , ,

here?ana mabhuku angu
"

141

t Fa ther has your
books. t

Basa ~an~ mabhuku
enyu.

Mu~ah~ an~ mabhuku
enyu.

Majaha ana mabhuku
, , "
enyu.
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mhandara

vapwere

vadzldza

mufund{si

"imwi

"iwe

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Mhandara ln~ mabhuku angu here?

Vadz{dza vana mabhuku angu here?
~

Mufundlsi an~ mabhuku angu here?

Imwl muna mabhuku angu here?
~

l'JIhandara lnq mabhuku
" ,
enyu.

VaBw~~e van~ mabhuku
enyu.

Vadzldza vana IIlabhuku
"" ~enyu.

Mufund{si ana ma-
" " ,,!:pbhuku enyu.

Ndina mabhuku enyu.
~

Ndina mabhuku aka.
~

5 I '" I.. Connective with nouns whose first two tones are

Ndatenga ndodzl nepopo.

Ndatenga ndodzl " "negwere.

Ndatenga ndodzl nemango.

Ndatenga ndodzl nedhUmbe.

Ndatenga ndodzl negwavha.

Ndatenga ndodzl " "nesipo.

Ndatenga ndodzl neshuka.

6. Connective without subject prefix, before nouns with two con
secutive high tones.

'I bought salt and tsenza!

tsenza Ndatenga munyu netse~za.

Ndatenga munyu n~dlkrtI.
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7. Connective with nouns whose first two tones are 1"1.
, , , ,

dima Ndatenga mbatata nedima.
, , , ,

nyemba Ndatenga mbatata nenyemba.
, , , ,

nhanga Ndatenga mbatata nenhanga.

manhanga
, , , ,

Ndatenga mbatata n~manhanga.

, , , ,
shushururu Ndatenga mbatata neshushururu.

, , , , , ,
mabarwe Ndatenga mbatata n~mabarwe.

8. Connective with nouns whose first two tones are I' 'I.

mandlmu
,

magwere
,

mbatata
,

ndodzi
,

munyu

""" A ')( ,Ndatenga mararanji n~mandimu.

Ndatenga mararanji namagwereo

Ndatenga mararanji nembatata.

Ndatenga mararanji nendodzi.

Ndatenga mararanji nQmunyu.

, "'. A V Anzungu Ndatenga mararanjl nenzungu.
IMPORTANT: After completing work on Groups 5-8 separately,
practice the lines of all four drills together in random order.

Practice conversations.

You ask who has
good potatoes.

You say you do
want some, and
that ours are
all gone.

, ,,, ,
Ndiani ane mbatata

, ,
dzakanaka?

, v ')(
dzapera.

143
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You ask how much
for five cab
bages.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

, , v
Makabichi mashanu

anoita mar{nyi~

, " , ,
Mungadziteng~ pano.

, ,
Anoita mashereni

, v
mashanu.

kani.

You protest at
the price.

Ah!
,

Muri kunyanya

, ..., , -
Ndinokupa mashereni

mana.

Oral Reading Practice.

Mwakaona kupi aya mandimu?
•

Akanaka kwazvo. Matatu anoita mari~Yi:

Kuchitoro.
,

Anoita tiki.

Mudzidzisi ari kutsvaka ani?

Ari kutsvaka Baba Mukarati.

Anodenyi kwawari~.
Anoda kutaura navo.

Free conversation.

What vegetables or fruits have you recently bought or
do you presently need? Name two commodities at a time, in
this way using the connective Ina/.
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UNIT 15

BASIC DIALOGUE

shamwari (9, 10)

UNIT 15

friend

A

B

A

B

A

A

B

A

/ / / / /

Shamwari dzangu dzichasvika.

/ / /

Dzinosvika rini?

/ V / /

Ndinofunga mangwana.

-gadzirira

Wagadzlrirenyi?.

-gadzira

chinhu (7, 8)
"J / ,

zhinji

Ndagadzira zvinhu zvizhinji.

/ / / /

Ungazouyawo here?
!>

Ndinof~nga ndinauya.

/

-mwa

tii (9)

kafi (9)

Tinazomwa tii nekafi.

My friend will come.

When will they get here?

I think tomorrow.

to prepare for
[something or
someone]

What have you preparea

(for the occasion)?

to prepare

thing

many

lIve prepared many things.

Would you also like to
come?

I think I will come.

to drink

tea

coffee

We will drink tea and
coffee.
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"chiVyi what is it?

.... ,
(n. b . low tone) othermwe some,

B Chivyizve chlmwe? What else?

-dya to eat

" (3 )mupunga rice

dima (5, 6) sweet potato

muchero (3, 4) fruit

Ah! " " madima wetllA Tichadya mpunga, Oh, have rice, sweet
potatoes and a lot of

nemichero mizhinji. fruit.

Supplementary vocabulary.

hama (9, 10)

Hama dzangu dzichasvika.

Dzichasvika rini?

nhasi

Dzichasvika nhasi..
mhando (9, 10)

sadza (5, 6)

Muchavagadzirira mhandonyi

yesadza?

Miscellaneous words.

kin

My kinfolk are going to be
here.

When are they going to
arrive?

today

Theytll arrive today .

kind, sort

food, thick parridge

What kind of food will you
fix for them?

Wetll fix potatoes.
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Notice the non-initial prefixes which have been under
lined in these sentences:

cf.

, v ,
Ndinokupa mashereni mana.

, v ,
Mungadzitenga pano.-- ~

What will you fix
for them (Cl. 2)?

Itll give you (sg.)
four shillings.

You can buy them
(Cl. 10) here.

The underlined syllables are called OBJECT PREFIXES. There
is an object prefix for each of the person-number combinations
and for each of the classes. Choice of prefix is determined
by the noun that might have been used in place of it. In
leneral, the object prefix is in the same class as the noun
(e.g. the third of the above examples); but where the object
is a person or persons, the object prefix is likely to be in
the personal class (lor 2), even if the noun is one which,
like /hama/ (first of the above examples) is in some other
class.

The personal object prefixes are:

1

2

3

Singular

-ndl-

-ku-

,
-ffiU-

Plural

-tl-
,

-mu-

,
-va-

Except for the second and third person singular (i.e. /-ku-/
and /-mu-/, above) the vowels and consonants of the object
prefixes are identical with those of the subject prefixes used
with the /-no-/ and /-cha-/ tenses (Unit 5, Note 1). Note
however, that their tonal characteristics are different, as
shown in the following set of examples:
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c:::
Z
H

~

j---I

\Jl
Monosyllabic Polysyllabic stem Low stem

high stem

Hodiernal~ 3 pers: ' v ' varltengesa varlgadziravakupa

Hodiernal~ 1+ 2 pers: ndakupa ndachltengesa ndachlgadzira

/-no-/ ' v ' ndinochltengesa ' "" vndinokupa ndinochigadzlra

/-cha-/ ' v ' ndichachltengesa ndichachlgadzlrandichakupa OJ
>

/-ka-/ ' v ' ndakachltengesa ' "" v
CJ)

ndakakupa ndakachigadzlra H

j---I
()

+=- ()
CD ,

" " " kuchltengesa
~

kuchlgadzlraInfinitive ndiri kuchidya ndiri ndiri 0
c:::

, v ' I 1 ' e v handirigadzlrl
~

Neg. of /-no-/ handirldi handlr teng Sl CJ)

M

[For practice with forms that contain object prefixes, see Groups 1-8.]
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1. Object prefixes in the hodiernal tense, first person,
various classes. [The student should supply the missing
tone marks in this set of sentences~]

tDid you see my pineapple?' 'I saw it in
the house. I

, ,
chinanazi

, ,
zvinanazi

zvinhu

chigero
, ,

mukorore
, ,

vakorore

mUkunda

vakunda

, ,
mai

Waona zvinanazi zvangu here?

Waona zvinhu zvangu here?

Waona chigero changu here?

Waona mukorore wangu here?

Waona vakorore vangu here?

Waona mukunda wangu here?

Waona vakunda vangu here?

Waona baba vangu here?
, , ,

Waona mai vangu here?

Ndachlona mumba.

Ndazviona mumba.

Ndazviona mumba.
,

Ndachiona mumba.
,

Ndamuona mumba.

Ndavaona mumba.

Ndamuona mumba.

Ndavaona mumba.

Ndavaona mumba.

Ndavaona mumba.

shamwarl (sg.) Waona shamwari yangu here?

shamwarl (pl.) Waona shamwari dzangu here?

Ndaiona mumba.

Ndadziona mumba.

hama (sg.)

hama (pl.)
,

mari
,

mupunga

mabhuku

, , ,
Waona hama yangu here?

Waona hama dzangu here?

Waona mari yangu here?

Waona mupunga wangu here?

Waona bhuku rangu here?

Waona mabhuku angu here?
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Ndaiona mumba.

Ndadziona mumba.

Ndaiona mumba.

Ndauona mumba.

Ndariona mumba.

Ndaaona mumba.
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2. Object prefixes in the hodiernal tense, relative,
various classes.

'Who straightened up (?)
the house?'

/ ( 8) / / / V /mumba Cl. 1 Ndiani wagadzlra mumba?

(1 t m the one who
did it.'

/ / / V v
Ndini ndamugadzlra.

zingwa

/ /

zvinanazi

madima

shushururu

ndodzl

/

mupunga

nyemba

mahob~

Ndlanl wagadzlra zingwa? Ndlnl ndarigadzira.

Ndlanl wagadzira zvinanazi? Ndlnl ndazvigadzira.

Ndlanl wagadzlra kofi? Ndlnl ndaigadzira.

Ndlanl wagadzlra tli? Ndlnl ndaigadzira.

Ndiani wagadzlra madima? Ndlnl ndaagadzira.

Ndiani wagadzlra shushururu? Ndlnl ndadzigadzira.

Ndiani wagadzlra ndodzi? Ndlnl ndadzigadzira.

Ndiani wagadzlra mupunga? Ndlnl ndaugadzira.

Ndiani wagadzlra nyemba? Ndlnl ndadzigadzira.

Ndiani wagadzlra mahobo? Ndlnl ndaagadzira.
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3. Object prefixes with the hodiernal tense, third person
subjects.

I-J
\Jl
I-J

zvinanzl

baba

mazingwa

mhandara

shushururu

, ",
shamwari yedu

I'

mupunga

mukorore

tii

mUjaha

michero

'Mother has a lot of pineapples. ,

Mai vane zvinanazi zvizhinji.

Baba vane zvinanazi zvizhinji.

Mai vane mazingwa mazhinji.

Mhandara ine mazingwa mazhinji.

Mhandara ine shushururu zhinji.

Shamwari yedu ine shushururu zhinji.

Shamwari yedu ine mupunga muzhinji.

Mukorore wedu ane mupunga muzhinji.

Mukorore wedu ane tii zhinji.

Mujaha ane tii zhinji.

Mujaha ane michero mizhinji.

, 'I IHas she prepared them.

Vazvlgadzira here?

Vazvlgadzira here?

Vaagadzira here?

I'

Yaagadzira here?

Yadzigadzira here?

Yadzigadzira here?

Yaugadzira here?

I'

Waugadzira here?.
Waigadzira here?.
\;,aigadzira here?

,
1iaigadzira here?

00
::r:
o
~
lJj
:t:"
00
H
()

()
o
q
:;0
00
tz:I

c
Z
H

~

I-J
\Jl
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4. Object pref~xes in the hodierna1 tense, tone patterns for
first and second vs. third person.

sadza

mbatata

kugadzira

masimo

rnichero

kubika

t I cooked it. t

Ndarlbika.

Ndaritenga.

Ndadzitenga.

Ndadzigadzira.

Ndaagadzira.

Ndaatengesa.

Ndaitengesa.

Ndaibika.

t They cooked it.t

/ V / ,

Varlbika.

/ V / /

Varltenga.

Vadzitenga.

Vadzigadzira.

Vaagadzira.

Vaatengesa.

Vaitengesa.

Vaibika.

5. Object prefixes with the /-no-/ tense, first and
second person subjects.

t Do you know me? t t I know you. t

" V " " " " V " "Munondlziva here? Ndinomuziva.

" v " " " " V " "Unondlziva here? Ndinokuziva.

" v " " here? " v " "Munomuziva Ndinomuziva.

Munovazlva " Ndi'novazlva.here?

6. Third person subjects.

Anomuziva here?

Anomuziva here?

Anokuziva here?
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Anok~zlva kwazvo.

Anomuziva kwazvo.

Anondiziva kwazvo.

Anondiziva kwazvo.
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7. Object prefixes with the /-no-/ tense, various tone classes,
first person subject.

bhuku

mabhuku

hobo

mahobo

zingwa

mazingwa

chinanazl

'" '"zvinanazi

chikoro

"mari

'" '"mupwere

'" '"vapwere

paraflni

'"nzungu

'"mupunga

'Do you like this book?'

Unoda iri bhukU here?

Unoda aya mabuku here?

Unoda iri hobo here?

Unoda aya mahobo here?

Unoda iri zingwa here?

Unoda aya mazingwa here?

Unoda ichi chinanazi here?

Unoda izvi zvinanazi here?

Unoda ichi chikoro here?

Unoda iyi mari here?

Unoda uyu mupwere here?

Unoda ava vapwere here?

Unoda iyi parafini here?

Unoda iyi shuka here?

Unoda idzi nzungu here?

Unoda iyi tii here?

Unoda uyu mupunga here?

Unoda iyi kofi here?
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'I like it.'

" V '"Ndinorlda.

Ndinoada.

Ndinorlda.

Ndinoada.

Ndinorida.

Ndinoada.

Ndinochida.

Ndinozvida.

Ndinochida.

Ndinoida.

Ndinomuda.

Ndinovada.

Ndinoida.

Ndinoida.

Ndinodzida.

Ndinoida.

Ndinouda.

Ndinoida.
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8. The user of this book should make up further exercises in
which object prefixes are used with the other tenses, and with
the negative of the /-no-/ tense. Some samples might be:

" '~ vHandina kuvauna.

Havaazivi.
!>

, v ,
Munoverenga iri bhuku here?

" ,Handiriverengi.
!>

" "Haana kumurera.

here?

, ~ ,
Havazvigadzir;.

Practice conversations.

Did you see Mr. Marata [today]?

I didn't see him.

Do the children know these
words?

They donlt know them.

Will/Do you read this book?

I dontt/wontt read it.

Has the boy taken care of
the child?

He didntt.

Does/Will Mother prepare
our things?

She doesntt/wontt.

You ask a person
what he wants
to drink.

You say you have
tea and coffee.

, ,
Munoda kumwenyi?

, , "
Tine tii nekofi.
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You ask a person
what kind of
fruit he has.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Mune mhandonyl yemlchero?..

UNIT 15

Tine mhando nhatLi.

" "zvinanazi

A V / ••

nemararanJl.

You say which kind
you'd like.

And you'd like a
small banana.

Ungadenylzve?.

Oral Reading Practice.

Vazhinji vanomwa kofi here?

Vanoziva kugadzira kofi yakanaka here?

Ndinofunga havazivi.

Tine shamwari zhinji dzinotaura chingezi.

Vamwe vanogara muRhodesia.

Hama dzangu dzinogara kuAmerica.

KuAmerica vazhinji vanomwa kofi.

Free conversation.

Ask questions concerning what each person has bought,
seen, eaten, drunk recently. Replies should contain object
prefixes. Also ask about what each person likes, and what
he generally eats a lot of, again calling forth replies
that contain object prefixes.
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UNIT 16

A

B

A

B

A

B

A

B

A

mupanda (3, 4)

Ine mipanda minganl?

,
chete

Mitatu chete.

, ,,-
Inokupa basa shoma.

fafitera (5, 6)
, v 'Unogeza mafafitera mashoma.

, v 'Ndinofunga kudaro.

mushonga (3, 4)

Walsa mushonga here pasl?

-vamba

Ndoda kuvamba.
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My house is small.

room

How many rooms does
it have?

only

Only three.

It gives you less work.

to do/say like
that

Do you think so?

window

You wash few windows.

I think so.

medicine, polish

Have you polished the
floor?

to begin

1 1m about to begin.
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Supplementary vocabulary.

He is washing [his] hands.

Things that one washes.

, ,,- , ,
Ari kugeza maoko. (11, 6) }

(3, 6)
hand, arm

Arl kugeza kUsu.
,

(14)usu

}face
Arl

, I (9)kugeza kUllleso. meso

Arl kugeza muviri. muviri (3, 4) body

Arl
,-

nhumbl (9, 10)kugeza nhumbi. clothes

Arl
,- ,-

(9, 10)kugeza mbatya. mbatya clothes

Arl '" '" mUdzlyo (3, /.f)kugeza midziyo. utensil

Arl
,- '" '" '" (9, 6 or 10)kugeza ndiro. ndiro utensil,

dish

1. The independent form of nouns and adjectives.

Notice the underlined words in these examples:

cf.

cf.

cf.

'" '" '" '"Mukunda wangu mupenyu.

mukunda mupenyu

'" , '" v vMhuri yavo ihuru.

mhuri yavo huru

imba yangu dlki

My daughter is fine.
(talive t )

a living daughter

Their family is large.

their large family

My house is small.

my small house

When /mupenyu/ has low tone on its prefix, it may
serve as (a part of) a noun phrase, which in turn fits into
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a sentence that contains a verb. When it has high tone on
its prefix, it may itself be the principal word in a complete
sentence~ without a verb of any kind. A substantive of this
latter kind is said to be in its INDEPENDENT form. Any
noun or adjective has an iindependent i form.

The dependent forms of nouns and adjectives of
Classes 5, 9, 10 have no prefix syllables: /hobo/ (5),
/nzungu/ (10), /shuka/ (9), /guru/ (5), /huru/ (9, 10).
In the independent form, these words have a special tdummy
prefix! /i/ which of course has high tone: /lhobo/,
/lnzungu/, /lshuka/, /lguru/, /lhuru/. Note that consecu
tive high tones after the prefix are lowered in the inde
pendent form in non-eastern tonal systems.

[For practice with the independent forms of nouns and (strong)
adjectives, see Groups 2-8 of the sentences for systematic
practice.]

2. The 1-0-1 form of verbs.

The last sentence of the dialogue for this unit
contains a new form of the verb:

Ndoda kuvamba. 1 1m about to begin.

Further examples of the use of this /-0-/ form will be met
in later units. Tonally, it is like the hodiernal tense
except that the first syllable has high tone regardless of the
person of the subject prefix. This form is not completely
interchangeable with the /-no-/ tense.

1. Adjectives with concords in various classes. Adjectives
used without a noun.

mafafitera

(ma)ndlro

nhumbl

'Did you wash many windows?'

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Wageza mandiro mazhinji here?

~ ;';';';'

Wageza nhumbi zhinji here?
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'I washed few.'

Ndageza mashoma.

Ndageza mashoma.

Ndageza shoma.



"mbatya

" "masimo

mararanji

mipanda

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Wageza masimo mazhlnjl here?

Wageza mbatata zhlnji here?

"" """Wageza mararanji mazhinji here?

Wageza mipanda mizhinji here?

UNIT 16

Ndageza shoma.

Ndageza mashoma.

Ndageza shoma.

"Ndageza mashoma.

Ndageza mishoma.

2. Indepe~dent form of adjectives with tdummy prefix i .

'Is your house small? ' tIt is small. t

" " " " " " " " "diki 1mba yenyu indiki here? Indiki..
"

,
" " " f v V " fhuru.huru Imba yenyu lhuru here?

" " " " ichena here? " "chena Imba yenyu Ichena.

3. 'This path is short.
, tIt t S very short.

,
" " " " " "pfupi Iyi nzira ipfupi. Ipfupi kwazvo.

refu " " " " "Iyi nzira irefu. Irefu kwazvo.

" / " " " "pamhi Iyi nzira imhamhi. Imhamhi kwazvo.

tete inhete. fnhete "Iyi nzira kwazvo.

,
" " "itsva Iyi nzira itsva. Itsva kwazvo.
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4. Independent form of adjectives with concordial prefix.

pfupi

~

refu

mhamhl

nhete

itsva

~ ~

huru

'This road is short. I

Uyu mugwagwa mupfupi.

Uyu mugwagwa murefu.

Uyu mugwagwa mupamhl.

~ v
Uyu mugwagwa mutete.

Uyu mugwagwa mutsva.

~ v vUyu mugwagwa mukuru.

lIt t s very short. r

Mupfupi kwazvo.

Murefu kwazvo.

Mupamhl kwazvo.

~ v ~

Mutete kwazvo.

Mutsva kwazvo.

, v v ~

Mukuru kwazvo.

5. Independent vs. dependent forms of /-dlki/ in various
classes.

'These ears of corn are small.' 'Where are the
small [ones]?'

,
magwere

~

mbatata

~

raranji

~

nzungu

ndodzl

~ ~

vapwere
,

mwana

munda

chinanazl

zVitoro

~

rwizi

~ , ~

Idzi mbatata indiki.
•

Iri raranji ld1ki.
,

~ ~

Idzi nzungu indiki.•
ndodzl ' ~Idzi indiki .•,

~ ~ ~

Ava vapwere vadiki.

~ ~ ~

Uyu mwana mudiki.

Uyu munda mUdlki.

~ ~ ~ ~

Ichi chinanazi chidiki.

~ ~ ~

Izvi zvitoro zvidiki.

~ ~ ~

Uru rwizi rudiki.
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~ , ,
Mad~ki aripi?

~ ~ ~

Ndiki dziripi?•
Dlki rlripl?

Ndlki dZlripl?•
Ndlki dZlripl?
I

~ ~ ~

Vadiki varipi?

~ ~ ~

Mudiki aripi?

~ ~ ~

Mudiki uripiZ

Chidlki chlripl?

~ ~ ~

Zvidiki zviripi?

RUdlki ruripl?
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6. Independent forms of nouns.

I Is this vegetable cabbage? I I It is cabbage. t

, , , , , , , ,
kabichi Iri simo ikabichi here? Ikabichi.

, , , , , , , ,
tsunga Iri simo itsunga here? Itsunga.

, , , , I , , ,
ndodzi Iri simo indodzl here? Indodzi.

7. Independent forms of nouns.

lIs this your book?1

bhuku

mabhuku
,

mwana

mUdzldza
, ,

mudzidzisi

/ , " ,
Aya mabhuku enyu here?

, " ,
Uyu mwana wenyu here?

" " ,Uyu mudzidza wenyu here?

, " " ,Uyu mudzidzisi wenyu here?

8. Independent vs. dependent forms of nouns.

,
mushonga

mahobo
,

mandimu

chigero
,

popo

ndlmu

tIs this medicine?1
, , ,

Uyu mushonga here?

/ , ,
Aya mahobo here?

/, ,
Aya mandimu here?

, , ,
Iri ipopo here?

Iri lndlmu here?
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lThis medicine is good. I

, "Uyu mushonga wakanaka.
, , ,

Aya mahobo akanaka.

, "Aya mandimu akanaka.

, "Iri popo rakanaka.
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, , , , , , ,

tsunga Iri itsunga here? Iri tsunga rakanaka.
,

"
, , , , ,

nzungu Idzi inzungu here? 1dzi nzungu dzakanaka.
,

"
, , , , ,

mbatata 1dzi imbatata here? 1dzi mbatata dzakanaka.

9. Sentences with /-vamba/ plus infinitive.

Mwakavamba rlni kUdzldzlra chiShona?.

Ndichavamba basa paChipirl.

, " ""Ndakavamba kutaura navo mwedzi

, v ')(
wakapera..

, , """Vakavamba kusvika pano musi

weChlshanu.

Watovamba kUdzldzlra chiShona.

Practice conversations.

When did you begin
to study Shona?

When did you start
this job?

1 111 begin work on
Tuesday.

I talked with them for
the first time last
month.

They arrived here for
the first time on
Friday.

He has just begun to
study Shona.

You ask someone
whether he is
selling his
oranges.

You ask where you
can get some.

, ,,,
mararanji enyu?

Ndingaaona kupl?
~
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, , A. v' "Handina ~kutengesa.

, v ' , ,
Ndinofunga Mai Marata

" ",anq. mazhinji.
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ekutengesa?
!>

SHONA BASIC COURSE

You ask Mrs. Marata Mun4 mararanji here
whether she has
any oranges to
sell.

UNIT 16

Ehunde. Ndin4

mashoma. Munoda

mangani~

You want two
dozen.

You ask someone
whether he
knows that
Mr. Marata
bought a house.

(It happened
last month.)

(Itts at High
fields.)

It has three
large rooms and
two small ones.

You think po.

Madazeni maviri..

Munoziva here kuti

, , v x
Mwedzi wakaperct.

KuHighfields.

Mikuru mitatu nemldikl
!> !>

,
miviri ..

, v ,
Ndinofunga kudaro.
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Ndinolta mashereni

,
maviri ..

Rlni?

, , v
Iri kUpl?

ine mlpanda minganl?

here?
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Oral Reading Practice.

,
Ndinoda imba ine mipanda minomwe.

Yake ine mipanda mina chete.

Mupanda mukuru un~ mafafitera mangani?

Ndinofunga un~ mayiri.

Tinoda mushonga w9kuisa pasi.

Ungautenga kuchitoro.

Unoita marinyi!
•

Unoita mashereni manomwe.

Free conversation.

Discuss the size and other qualities of specific fruits,
vegetables~ houses, etc.
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nhasi.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 17

today

UNIT 17

A

B

B

A

A

B

B

A

A

Murl kuendepl nhasiZ•

Ndirl kuenda kwaMutare.

mutenda (1, 2)

" A "" "Ndinoda kumboona vatenda.

Ah! Pahosipitari.

" " ""Ndiani aripo?

--ba

" ,Hapanaba.

"" ,-maira

" ,Zvakanaka.

bandera (5, 6)
, ,

-tanga

-tsauka

rUdyl

,
kCIrudyi.

165

Where are you going today?

1 1m going to Umtali.

patient

I just want to see the patients.

Oh! In the hospital.

Who is there?

(a negative enclitic)

No one [special]. (tthere is not t )

to visit, e.g. a sick
person

Just to visit the patients.

Fine!

signboard

to do first

to turn off

right (hand)

[At] the first sign, turn to
the right.
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Supplementary vocabulary.

mberi (9)

Enda mberi.

runzer~ (11 )/munzere (3)

TenderUka{kurunzer~.

kumunzere.

front, ahead

Go straight ahead.

to turn about

left (hand)

Turn to the left.

1. Locative prefixes (Classes 16, 17, 18).

Notice the prefixes that have been underlined in the
following sentences:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

~ ~ ~

Ndinosanda muPost Office.

~ v
Ndinogara muguta.

~ ~ ~

Ndichaenda kuchitoro.

~ ~

KuNyakatsapa.

Pahosipitari.

Vanozogara kwegore.

I work in the Post
Office.

I live in a town.

Itll go to the store.

At/to Nyakatsapa.

At the hospital.

They!ll stay for a
year.

/ ~ ~ ~ ~7. Taurai mumasure mwangu. Repeat after me.

The basic forms of these prefixes are /pa/ (Class 16), /ku/
(Class 17) and /mu/ (Class 18). Because words which contain
them so often have to do with location, these three classes
may be called the tlocative' classes.
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The differences in use among the three locative
classes can be fairly adequately described in terms of mean
in~s: Class 18 (/mu/) usually has to do with location in
side something; Class 16 (/pa/) has to do with comparatively
definite physical location; Class 17 (/ku/) is used for less
definite physical location or for talking generally about
the exis tence of sonlething. Thus:

9. Hakuna nzira.

There is no path [here].
i. e. 'No thoroughfare. 1

There is no path/way.

T~e student should be warned, however, that the locative
prefixes do not pair off neatly with English prepositions,
and particularly that the difference between /pa/ and /ku/
is not to be equated with the difference between location at
and motion toward a place. In addition, as illustrated in
Examples 6 and 7 above, some uses of the tlocatives t do not
refer to location at all.

Note that the locative prefixes on a noun may de
termine the class of prefixes used with other words in the
sentence:

masure (Cl. 6)

mumasure (Cl. 18 plus Cl, 6)

mumasure m~angu (possessive has concord of Class 18)

Vanhu vazh1nj1 vanogara muguta. }

,. ,. ,. ,-

Muguta munogara vanhu vazhinji.

Many people live in
the town.

[For practice vvith locatives, see Groups 1-8, and especially
1-6, of the sentences for systematic practice.]

The locative morphemes also turn up in other places:

" " around herekuno

pano here

" "muno in here
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~sl (16) earth, floor, down

~tyo (16) near

Ndlani ariE£? Who is there?

2. The aspect prefix I-mbo-I
A new aspect prefix is contained in the sentences:

Ndinoda kumboona vatenda.

Mwakambosvika here kwa-
-
Mutambara?

Ndichamboenda.

I just want to see
the patients.

Have you ever been
( t arrived t) to
Mutambara?

Itll go [now but I'll
probably be back].

The English translation equivalents of I-mbo-I vary greatly
according to context, but all have to do with temporariness,
or lack of emphasis or insistence. [For practice, see Groups
9, 10.]

1. Noun of Class 16 as subject.

mutenda

mudzidza

munhu

mushonga

, "mupwere

lAre there many patients at the
hospital?1

Pahosipitari pana vatenda vazhlnjl here?

Pahosipitari pana vadzldza vazhlnjl here?

Pahosipitari pana vanhu vazhlnjl here?

Pahosipitari pana mishonga mizhlnjl here?

Pahosipitari pana vapwere vazhlnjl here?
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vashoma.
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2. Noun of Class 18 as subject of /-na/. Concord with numerals.

, , ,
dikiti

, ,
chinanazi

mbatata

dima
, ,

mupwere

ndlmu

chinhu

munhu

I How many pumpkins are there in
the house?' ('In-house has how
many pumpkins ?t)

, ,,, ", ,
Mumba mun~ matikiti mangani?

Murnba mun~ zvinanazl zVinganl?
, ,,, , ,

Mumba mune mbatata ngani?

, ,,, - ,
Murnba mun~ madima mangani?

"" ,,- ,Murnba mun~ vapwere vangani?

Murnba mun~ mandlmu manganl?

" , / - ,Mumba mune zvinhu zvingani?
, , / ,

Mumba mun~ vanhu vangani?

'There are nine. I

" ,
Mun~ mapfumbamwe.

"" -Mune zvipfumbamwe.

" "Mune pfumbamwe.

.I' "
Mun~ mapfumbamwe.

"" -Mun~ vapfumbamwe.

;'; -
Mun~ mapfumbamwe.

,,~ -
Mune zvipfumbamwe.

" "MunCj. vapfumbamwe.

3. Concords of Class 18.

~n Salisbury there are more people than in Umta1i. r

vanhu

dzimba

mabandera

"zvitoro

migwagwa

", , , - "MuHarare mune vanhu vazhinji kupinda mwaMutare.
•

" "1 1- "MuHarare mune dzimba zhlnjl kupinda m~aMutare.

" I ./ I - ,,,MuHarare mune mabandera mazhlnjl kupinda m~aMutare.

MuHarare mune zVit6ro zvizh{njl kupinda mwaMutare.•

MUHarare mune migwagwa mizh{njf kupinda mwaMutare.
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4. Independent form of an adjective. Relative form of Ikuna/.

'Here abouts, the roads
are few. ,

migwagwa Kuno migwagwa mish6ma.

/ " ,,/
dzimba Kuno dzimba ishoma.

'We will arrive [at a place]
where there are many roads.'

Tichasvika kune mIgwagwa mizhinji.

nzira

zVitoro

Kuno nzira ish~ma.

, , , , /

Kuno zvitoro zvishoma.

nzira zhinji.
, , ,

zvitoro zvizhinji.

vanhu

makomo

ndwizi

miti

Kuno vanhu vashoma.

Kuno makomo mash~ma.

, , ,'/
Kuno ndwizi ishoma.

" ,,",
Kuno miti mishoma.

Tichasvlka kune vanhu vazhinji.

Tlchasvlka kune ndwlz1 zhlnjl.

Tichasvlka kune mitt mlzhlnjl.

5. Noun of Class 17 as subject. Negative with I-na/.

'At our [place] there are no sweet potatoes.'
,

isu

manhanga
,
iva

tsunga
,

imwi.
,

ndodzi
,

isu

, , , ,
manhanga.Kwedu hakuna

, , , ,
manhanga.Kwavo hakuna

, , , , ,
Kwavo hakuna tsunga.

, , , , , ,
Kwenyu hakuna tsunga here?

, , , ,
ndodz1

,
Kwenyu hakuna here?

, , , , ,
Kwedu hakuna ndodzi.
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6. Choice between /ku-/ and /kwa-/.

t Have you ever been to Umtal i ? I

Mutare " v " kwaMutare?Mwakombosvika here

" " v here kuHarcire?Harare Mwakambosvika

Marondera Mwakambosvika here kuMar6ndera?.
.- " v here kUChiplnga?Chipinga Mwakambosvika

.-
Mwakambosvika here kuh6sipi tare?hosipitari

guta " v " ku§;uta?Mwakambosvika here

.- .-
M~akambosvika here kW~ eab~ Marata?Baba Marata

.-
Mwakambosvika here / "Rusapi kwaRusape?

Sakubva
.- v here kuSakubva?Mwakambosvika

UNIT 17

7. Concords with an ordinal numeral. [Tones should be sup
plied orally by the student, but should not be written in
the book. ]

t We reached the second town. t

guta

mugwagwa

chikO'ro

/
bandera

nzira

gomo

tslme

"rwizi

Takasvlka kuguta rechlpirl.

Takasvlka kumugwagwa wechlpiri.

Takasvlka kuchikoro chechipiri.

Takasvlka kubandera rechipiri.

Takasvlka kunzira yechipiri.

Takasvlka kugomo rechipiri.

Takasvlka kutsime rechipiri.

Takasvlka kurwizi rwechipiri.

Takasvlka kumusha wechipiri.
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8. Ordinal numerals. Left and right.

'At the first sign post you turn right. '

rUdyl

"piri

"runzere

tatu

rUdyl

ina

"runzere

" vshanu

Bandera rechlpirl mwotsauka kurudyl.

Bandera rechlpirl m~otsauka kurunzere.

Bandera rechltatu mwotsauka kurunzere..
Bandera rechltatu m~otsauka kurudyl.

Bandera rechlna mwotsauka kurudyl.

Bandera rechina m~otsauka kurunzere.

Bandera rechlshanu mwotsauka kurunzere..
Ordinal numerals are formed by adding the prefix -chi

to the stem of the numeral. This form is in turn preceded by
a linking prefix.

9. A common use of /-mbo-/. Object prefixes.

tHe is looking for his scissors.' 'Have you seen them?'

chigero

",
mwana

mabhuku

" ,
shamwari

mUdzldzlsi

Arl kutsvaka mwana wake.

Arl kutsvaka baba wake.

Arl kutsvaka bhuku rake.

Ari kutsvaka mabhuku ake.

Arl kutsvaka shamwari yake.

Arl kutsvaka mudzidzisi wake.
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Mwambomuona here?·
Mwambovaona here?·
Mwamboriona here?·
Mwamboaona here?

Mwamboiona here?·
Mwambomuona here?



,
vadzidza

zvinhu
I ,

hama
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Arl kutsvaka vadzidza vake.

Arl kutsvaka zvinhu zvake.

Arl kutsvaka hama dzake.

UNIT 17

,
Mwambovaona here?

Mwambozviona here?

Mwambodziona here?.

10. The aspect prefix I-mbo-I.
'Have you ever been (Iarrived!) there? I

kusvika

kubika

kuverenga
,

kumwa

, , ,
Mwakambosvikapo here?·

Mwakambobika sadza here?·
Mwakambodya sadza here?·

, , "
M~akamboverenga iri bhuku here?

, , , ,
Mwakambomwa maheu here?·

Practice conversations.

You ask someone
whether he has
ever been to
Gwel0.

You ask when.

/ I "Mwakambosvika Gweru here?

II ,
Mwakaenda rini?.
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You ask whether it KUGweru kwakanaka here?
is nice at Gwelo,

and how long they
stayed there.

Mwakagarayo nguva.
ndefu here?

Oral reading practice. [Be on the look out for relative verb forms.]

M~akambosvika kwaRusape here?

Rusape iguta diki rine chikoro chakanaka kwazvo. Mune zvitoro

zvishoma. Vanhu vazhinji vanosanda muzvitoro. Vamwe

vanosanda mumaofisi. Mune ofisi huru y~kupetesa. Guta ra-

Rusape riri mumugwagwa unoenda kwaMutare. Munobvazve mugwagwa

unoenda Nyanga.

Free conversation.

Begin a series of conversations with questions of the form
'Have you ever ••• ?'

174



SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 18

UNIT 18

BASIC DIALOGUE [A mother speaks to her children, who are
eating. A daughter answers.]

I I
-fara to be glad

A

zviyo (8)

sadza (5, 6)

Muri kufara here nesadza

rezvlyo?

millet

food; thick porridge

Are you enjoying the sadza
[made] of millet?

" "ose all

B

B

TQse tinorlda kwazvo.

Mal mwablka zvakanaka..
-edza

We all like it very much.

Mother, you have cooked well.

to try

B Ahl Ndiri kUda kUmboedzawol Oh, I want to try a little too.

A

mvura (9, 10)

tafura (9, 10)

You can (iwill i ) try tomorrow.

rain, water

table

C M~aisa rnv~ra patafura here? Did you put the water on the
table?

D Hatina kuisa(ba). We didn't (put).

c

D

"- "-unza

~ " "Mary unza mvura.

"" "v"Ndiani ungalda?
I
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to bring

Mary, bring water.

Who would like it?
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-gashira

-gashidza

to receive (from
someonets hand)

to cause to receive
(from someoners hand)

c

E

c

E

Ndlgashldzewa.

-bvisa

Sara bvisa ndlra patafura.

Ndazvlr:zwa mal.

Hand [it] to me.

And It d like some too.

to remove, cause to
leave

Sarah, take the dishes off
the table.

Very well, Mother. (11 have
heard it. i )

Supplementary vocabulary. Articles found in the kitchen.

mugati
, ,

mutsv'airo

chironga

masimbe (marasha)

madota

mapflhwa

chigadzo

chota

chikuva

(9, 10)

(3, 4)

(3, 4)

(7, 8)

(6 )

(6 )

( 6)

(7, 8)

(7, 8)

(7, 8)
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cooking pot

stick for stirring porridge

broom

earthenware pot

charcoal

ashes

stones for setting a cooking
pot on

hollow for holding a pot up
right

fireplace

ledge/shelf/platform for storing
utensils
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1. The enclitic I--wol.

UNIT 18

This enclitic has appeared in the following basic
sentences:

, , - ,
Ndiri kuda kumboedzawo.

Ndlgashldzewo.

, 'v 'Neniwo ndingalda.
, ,

••• kana waswerawo.

" ,,••• kana wararawo.

I want to try a little too.

Hand it to me.

And I also would like some.

••• if you spent the day also.

••• if you slept also.

Could you come too?

The tone of I--wol is always opposite to the tone of
the preceding syllable. That syllable in turn has the same
tone it has in the corresponding form without I--wol except
when the form without I--wol ends with two or more consecutive
high tones. The last of the above examples illustrates this
point:

, "
Ungazouyct·

, " ,
Ungazouycrwo.

In cases of this kind, the syllable before I--wol has
low tone, and I--wol itself has high tone.

Note that there is no vowel change before I--wol as
there is before I--~yil and I--pi/.

Besides its basic translation talso, tool, I--wol
sometimes serves as one more way of softening a question or
request, thus making it more polite. The second of the above
examples is probably an illustration of this point.

[For practice in the use of I--wol see Groups 1 and 3 of the
sentences for systematic practice.]
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2. Inal with personal pronouns.

The connective Inal in combination with the personal
pronouns produces:

Singular Plural

.- .-
1 neni nesu

.- .-
2 newe nemwi.

.- , , .- .- \ , .-
3 naye or naye navo or navo

Notice the difference in vowels as well as in tones between
the first/second person forms and the third person forms.

[For practice~ see Groups land 2.]

1. Inal with personal pronouns.

'Father wants to talk with me • ,
inl Baba vanoda kutaura

.-
neni •

.- .-
vanoda kutaura

.-
iwe Baba newe.

.-
Baba vanoda kutaura '" viye naye •

isu
.- .- .-

kutaura
.-

Baba vanoda nesu •

.- .- .- .-
kutaura

.-
imwi Baba vanoda nemwi..
.- .- .- .-

kutaura '" vivo Baba vanoda navo.

2. Inal with personal pronouns. Tones of I--wol.

II brought water:

Ndaunza mvura.

Mwaunza mvura.

lAnd you also" you brought water.'

Nemwlwo mwaunza mvura..
Nenlwo ndaunza mvura.
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•

"v " "Vaunza rnvura.
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Nalyewo waunza mvura..
Nalvowo vaunza mvura.

UNIT 18

3. Tones with /--wo/. [Do the first four lines, then the
last four lines, and then mix all eight lines at random.]

You spoke. I spoke too.

Mwataura. Ndataurawo.·
Mwasvlka. Ndasvlkawo.
·

Mwaenda kuchikoro. Ndaendawo kUchikoro.·
M~alta basa. Ndaltawo basa.

Mwasanda. Ndasandawo.·
M~auya. Ndauyawo.

Mwatenga mahobo. Ndatengawo mahobo.

Mwapedza. Ndapedzawo.·

4. Choice of locative prefix. Contrasting translations of
the same locative prefix.

kuisa

ndlro

kubvisa

Isa mupunga patafura.

Isa mupunga mundlro.

BVisa mupunga mundlro.
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Bring the rice to the table.

Put the rice on the table.

Put the rice in the dish.

Remove the rice from (in)
the dish.
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harl Bvisa - ,
mUharl. (in)mupunga Remove the rice from

the pot.

Isa
, , ,

kuisa mupunga muhari. Put the rice into the pot.

.. .. , ,
choto Isa mupunga pachoto. Put the rice on the fire.

5. Various verbs followed by infinitive.

IWe began to drink coffee in the morning.'

kuvamba

kugadzira

kuedza

kutenderuka

kuvamqa

kutaura

Takavamba kugadzira kafi.

Takaedza kugadzira kafi.

Takavamba kutenderuka kurudyl.

Takavamba kutaura nava.

Takafara kutaura nava.

6. Sentences containing /-Qse/

Munaenda m~Qse here?

Vanaenda vQse here?

'v , ..
Tinoenda tQse.

, .. , ..
Vanoenda vQse.

Do you all go?

Do they all go?
all go.

We all go.

They

Vanodya sadza maslkati Qse.

180

They eat sadza every
afternoon.
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Vanotaura nguva dzgse. (ors dzgsedzgse)

/v / / ,
Tinoenda navo kWQse.

Handl~zwi zVQse.

UNIT 18

They talk all the time.

We go everywhere with
them.

I don't understand
everything.

Children play all the
time.

7. Random changes in the form of the verb.

kwete

"nezuro

hongu

" Indianl

, v' /
Tinorlda kwazvo.

Hatlmborldl.

Ndlanl anorlda?

We like it (Cl. 5) very much.

We dontt like it at all.

We didnft like it.

We like it.

Who like it?

Who likes it?

8. Random changes in the form of the verb.

ndlanl

,
nezuro

Ndlanl walsa mvura patafura?

Ndlanl ~akalsa mvura patafura?

Did you put water
on the table?

Who put water on
the table (today)?

Who put water on
the table (yes
terday? )

nguva dzgse Ndlanl anolsa mvura patafura nguva Who always puts
water on the

dzgse? table?
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ndlnl

kwete

,
nezuro
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~dlnl ndin~Isa mvura pat~fura

n::':,uva dz~se.

Handlisl mvura pat~fura.

Handln~ kuisa mvura pat~fura.

I am the one who
puts water on
the table.

I dontt put water
on the table.

I didnit put water
on the table.

9. Random chan~es in the form of the verb.

Murl kuf~r~ here nes~dza rezvlyo? Are you enjoyins
the sadza [made]
of millet?

ndlanl

ndlnl

,
nezuro

kwete

Hdlanl arl kUfara nes~dza rezvlyo?

Ndlnl ndirl kufara nesadza rezvlyo.

Ndaf~r~ nesadza rezvlyo.

Handln~ kufara nesadza rezvlyB.

Who is enjoying the
sadza [made] of
millet?

It is I who am en
joyin6 the sadza
[made] of millet.

I enjoyed (before
today) the sadza
[@ade] of millet.

I enjoyed (today)
the sadza [made]
of millet.

I didntt enjoy the
sadza [made] of
millet.

10. Random chanGes in the form of the verb.

)Q( - / /

Hamurl kubika zvakanaka.

You are cooking well.

You are not cooking well.
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,
nezuro

hongu

nguva dZQse

Mwakablka zvakanaka..
You didntt cook well.

You cooked (before
today) well.

You cook well.

You donit cook well.

Practice conversations.

You ask Mother what
she has cooked.

You ask what she
has cooked to
go with it.

Mal mwablkenyl?. .

Mwablka murlvonyi?.
Ndablka mupunga.

Ndablka tsunga.

You ask how she
cooks tsunga.

You say yes, and
ask whether she
can please teach
you.

You ask about a
suitable time.

Munoblka senyi tsunga?.

Hongu, ndingadCf.

" v " , "
Ungandldzidzis~wo

here?

" v v "
Ndingadzldzlr~ rini?

Ungad~ kuedza here?

Ndingafar~ kUkudzl-

dzlsa.

Wozouya musl weChlna.
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Oral Reading Practice.

Kwedu tinodya mupunga mushoma.

Tinodya sadza remagwere kupinda mupunga.

M~Qse munorida here?

Hongu. Rakanaka kwazvo.

,
Mwakambodya sadza rezviyo here?.
Kwete kwedu hakuna zviyo zvizhinji.

Hatiridi.

Chi~yi chiri muhari?

Isadza rezviyo. Ungarid~wo here?

Ehunde. Ndingarid~ kwazvo.

Free conversation.

Go to a real kitchen and talk about the things that you
see there.
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UNIT 19

UNIT 19

A

A

B

A

A

B

A

B

A

A

Ndakarima nzungu.

Ndiani unadzlda?

saki (5., 6)

, , - ,-
Ndaingad~ masaki mana.

, , v, , , ,
Ndingazouy~ nawo mangwana.

mhunga (9)

, - ,
Mune mhunga here?

Ndinafunga ndingaon~

,
maviri.

, , ,
-batanidza

, ", "
Mungazobatanidz~ zvenyu.

/

pondo (9, 10)

Asi nzungu pando ina
, ,

rimwe.

Mhunga pando nembofana.

185

I have [grown] groundnuts.

Who wants them?

sack

ltd like four sacks.

You may have them.

I'll bring them tomorrow.

millet

Do you have any millet?

I think I can get two.

to join together
(transitive verb)

You can put [them] together
[in one load].

pound (money or weight)

But the nuts [are] four pounds
[sterling] per bag.

The millet [is] thirty
shillings.
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Supplementary vocabulary.

chipaketi (7, 8) Er. 'pocket t (small coarse baG)

upfu (14) mealie meal

koroni (9 ) wheat

nyimo (10) Bambara groundnut

pfunde ( 5, 6) sorghum millet

musika (3, 4) market

1. The connective Inal with class pronouns.

In the sentence:

Ndingazouy~ nawo mangwana. I can bring them
tomorrow.

the word Inawol represents a combination of the connective
Inal plus a tclass pronoun i Ilwol (Class 0, referring to Imasak:L/).
Except for Class 3 and b, these pronouns are spelled like the
dIs tal d8mons tra tives (Uni t 9 , Note 4 ), but have the
tonE:' pattern I' /1. Corrlbinations of these pronouns with Inal
may have either of two tone patterns: Inawol (as shown above)
or Inawo/.

The class pronouns are,

3
/

iwo

4
/

iyo

/

5 iro

~
/

0 iwo

7 iCho

8
;

izvo

etc
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[For practice with these forms~ see Group 3 of the sentences
for systematic practice.]

2. A sentence type without a verb.

Neither of the two sentences:

Nzungu pando ina rimwe.

Mhunga pando nembofana.

The nuts [are] four pounds
sterling per bag.

The millet [is] thirty
shillings.

contains a verb. Nor does either sentence contain the inde
pendent form of a substantive (Unit 16, Note 1).

The word /rimwe/ lone l in the first of these examples
has the concordial prefix of Class 5, in agreement with
/saki/.

3. Concordial prefixes with the linking prefix.

The underlined forms in these phrases:

sadza rezvlYo

the first signboard

sadza [made] of millet

consist of the concordial prefix for Class 5 plus the same
linking prefis that was found with the nonconcordial /n-/
in /na-/ (Unit 14~ Note 1). These combinations of concordial
plus linking prefix obey the same tonal rules, and the same
rules for vowel change, as were described in Unit 14.

[For practice with these prefixes, see Groups 1 and 2.]

1. Concordial prefixes with the linking prefix.

II I d like one sack of millet. I

Ndaingad~ saki rimwe remhunga.

,
piri

,
zviyo

Ndainbad~ masaki maviri emhunga.

Ndaingad~ masaki mayiri ezvlyo.
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posl
, , , , ,

A V ANdaingada saki rimwe rezvlyo.
", , , , , ,

A V
,

magwere Ndaingad~ saki rimwe rCi-magwere.
, , , ,

~ . !
A a 'piri Ndaingada masaki maVlrl em gwere.

" .
, , , , - , endodzt.ndodzi Ndaingad~ masaki maviri.

, , , ,
matatu endodzi.tatu NdaingadCi masaki

,
Ndalngada

, - , , ,
mupunga masaki matatu Qmupunga.

", , , ,
rlmwe

, ,
posi Ndaingad~ saki rQmupunga.

, , , , , ,
rembatata.mbatata Ndaingada saki rimwe

!>

pirl Ndalngada
,

mavirl embatata.masaki
!>

Ndalngada
,

- • f
,

shushururu masaki maVlrl eshushururu.
!>

2. Concordial prefixes with the linking prefix.

'We bought one sack of mealie meal.'

,
piri

, ,
mapfunde

,
chipaketi

,
posi

mararanji
,

dazeni
,

piri

, , - , - 'AV ' ,

Tatenga masaki maviri ~mapfunde.

", , AV ' ,

Tatenga zvipaketi zi~iri zVCi-mapfunde.

Tatenga chipaketi chlmwe ch~mapfunde.
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3. The connective Inal with pronouns of various classes.

,
nzungu

mhunga

,
zviyo

,
magwere

murlvo

, ,
masimo

michero

,
ndodzi

t We t d like four sacks.r

Talngadi masakl mana.

Talngad~ nzungu.

Talngad~ mhunga.

Talngad~ zviyO.

Talngad~ magwere.

Talng,ad~ murlvo.

Talngad~ maslmo.

Talngad~ mIchero.

Talngad~ ndodzl.

~ can bring them (tcome
with them t ) tomorrow.

Ndingazouy~ nazvo mangwana.

Ndingazouy~ nawo mangwana.

4. Concords in three assorted places in the sentence.

That fireplace is large but it is not good.'

chota

,
pfihwa

,
zvirongo

dhlbhi

zvigadzo

harl

Icho chota chlkuru aS1 hach1na kunaka.

"vv ' ,,-
Iro danga iguru asi harina kunaka.

Icho chikuva ch1kuru as1 hach1na kunaka.

Iro pflhwa 19uru as1 har1na kunaka.

Izvo zvironga zV1kuru asl hazvlna kunaka.

, 'vv ' ,,-
Iro dhibhi iguru asi harina kunaka.

'vv' ,,-
Izvo zvigadzo zvikuru asi hazvina kunaka.

" , v v ' ,,-
Iyo hari ihuru asi haina kunaka.
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5. Statements, with simple questions to be asked and answered
about them.

Murwizi m~ne mvura zhinji.

Mujaha waenda kuchitoro.

Chitoro chedu chirl patyo.

(Chitoro chlrl kure here?)

"v "" ,Ndinoenda kwaMutare paMusobera.

(Ndinoenda rlni kwaMutare?)

" " " )(Tinogeza rini nhumbi?

ThereYs a lot of water in
the river.

(What did you see in
the ri ver?)

The young man went to the
store.

(Where did the young
man go?)

Our store is nearby.

(Is the store far off?)

Itll go to Umtali on
Saturday.

(When will I go to
Umtali?)

We wash clothes on Satur
day.

(When do we wash clothes?)

Your students write well.

(Vadzldza venyu vanonyora zvakadinl?) (How do your students
write?)

Mwakambosvika Kwekwe here?.

(Hosipitari huru lripl?)
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Have you ever been to Que
Que?

There is a large hospital
at Nyadiri.

(Where is the large
hospital?)
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Vadzldza vanodzldzlra kutaura mutauro.

~ ~, , )
(Chikoro chidiki here?

Nda~nda kugadheni mangwananl.

(Nda~nda rini kugadheni?)

(
/ /'0' / /)Ndaenda kUpl mangwanani?

Vana vanodzlazlra chingezi.

Mugwagwa w~du uri chinhambwe.

(Mugwagwa uri kure her~?)

radya m~nhanga masikati.

Practice conversa~ions.

UNIT 19

rrhe students Hill learn
to speak the language.

(What will they learn?)

Our school is lar6e.

(Is the school small?)

I went to the garden in
the morning.

(When did I go to the
garden? )

(Where did I go in
the morning?)

The children (Will) study
English.

(Wha~ language will/do
they study?)

Our road is a short dis
tanc e avJay.

(Is our road far aVJay?)

We ate pumpkins this
afternoon.

(What did we eat in
the afternoon?)

You ask what Father Baba vari kuitenyi
is doing this morn-
ing. mangwanani ano?

Va~nda kujangano.
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You ask whose home Rlrl kwaanl nhasi?
the work party
is at today.

KwavaChemusango.

You ask what time
they begin,

and when they
.finish.

Vanovamba nguvanyl?

Maslkatl ano.

'" v 'Ndinofunga manheru.

[In this conversation, the student must supply most of the tones.]

You ask someone
whether there
is a large mar
ket at Marandel
las.

You ask whether
he goes there
very much.

You ask what
they chiefly
s~ll there.

You ask where
Mr. Mukarati
is.

KuMarondera kunQ

,
musika mukuru

here?

MUkuru zvishoma.

Munonyanya kuendayo

here?

Hatinyanyi(ba).

Vanonyanya kutengesenyi?

Vanotengesa mirivo

nemichero.

Baba Mukarati

varipi?

Ah! Waenda kumusika

nemagwere.
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You ask what time
he went.

You say that you
(pl.) wanted to
buy something--

that you wanted to
buy murivo,

specifically, cab
bages.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Waenda nguvanyi?.

Taida kutenga.

Taida kutenga

murivo.

, ,
Taida makabichi.

UNITl9

Waenda mambakwedza.

Mwaida kutengenyi?. .

Mwaida mhandonyi.
yemurivo?

Oral Reading Practice.

Vanhu vedu vakarima nzungu zhinji nenyimo. Vachada kuenda

kumusika kundodzitengesa. Vachaenda n~masaki matatu enzungu

namasaki mana enyimo. KuHarare kunQ musika mukuru kwazvo.

Ndinofunga vachaendayo kunjotengesa zvinhu zvavo.

Vanhu vedu vakarime~yi?

Vakarima nzungu shoma here?

Vachaenda kuPi?

Vanozoite~yi kumusika?

Musika mukuru uri kupi?
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Musika wekuHarare mukuru here?
!o

Vachalte~yi kumusika?

Saki renzungu rinoita mari~yi?

Free conversation.

Discuss a forthcoming trip to town, with special atten
tion to what you may do and what you may buy while you are
there.
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UNIT 20

BASIC DIALOGUE

dovl (5)

chingwa (7~ 8)

UNIT 20

peanut butter

bread

A Isa dovl pachingwa. Put peanut butter on the
bread.

to like very much

B Ah! Zvlnonaka.

kwazvo!

, yo",
Ndinozvldisa It is delicious.

it very much!
I like

C

D

A

E

F

E

F

E

Inl ndinorldao pachingwa.

Nenlwo ndichamboedzawo.

mbuya (la ~ 2 a)

Hongu.

pamwe (/pal (Cl.16)
plus I-mwel)

muto (3~ 4)

195

I like it on bread too.

And Itll try a little too.

All right~ you may try
[ some] too.

grandmother

Grandmother has cooked
good murivo.

Did she cook cabbage?

Yes.

Will she put [in] peanut
butter?

together (tone
placet)

gravy~ soup

She will combine [it] with
the soup.
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F

E

F

E
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Ahl Muto wedovl kunaka.

, /'to "
Unoda murivonyi Sara?

nyama (9)

Ndinanyanya kuda nyama.

-tara

Ah! Peanut butter soup
is good.

What kind of murivo do
you like, Sarah?

meat

I like meat best.

to take (from)

You may take [some] [from]
( in) the pot.

Supplementary vocabulary. Cooking processes.

kUbvura

kugocha
} to broil

kuvidza/kuvirisa

kupisa

1. The pro-verb /-dini/.

to boil

to fry

to heat, burn

to roast

This verb was first met and discussed briefly in
Unit 4. Further examples of its use are found in Group 4.
Three points should be noted.

(1) The difference between indicative and relative
tonal patterns:

.•• chakadlnl?
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What is it like?

like what?
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The tones of these forms alternate between high and low, be
ginning in the relative with low, and with high in (third
person) indicative.

(2) The English translations of this verb vary
widely according to context. [See the examples in Group 4.]

(3) With the concord of Class 8 (zvakadini), this
verb may be used without an antecedent, being comparable in
this respect to /zvakanaka/, /zvizhinji/, etc.

2. Another sentence without a finite verb.

In the sentence:

Muto wedovi kunakal Peanut butter soup [is]
good.

there is no verb that has a subject prefix. ~here is only
the infinitive form of the verb that means Ito become good. t

Group 1. [The purpose of Groups 1-3 is to help the student
fix in his mind the meaning of the various verbs that have
to do with cooking processes.] Answer, according to the
usual cooking practices of Mashonaland, with an affirma
tive or a negative verb:, ,
mvura:

Tinovldza
, ,

kuvidza mvura.
, ,- , ,

kugocha Hatigochi mvura.
, , , , , ,

kukanga Hatikangi mvura.
, , , , ,- , , ,

kusasika Hatisasiki mvura.

Group 2.
,

mupunga~

kubika

kuvidza

, v 'Tinoblka mupunga.

, ~ - ,
Hatividzi mupungao
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kugocha
, , ,

kusasika

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Hatlgochl mupunga.

" , , , ,
Hatisasiki mupunga.

Group 3. [Tone marks omitted from verbs].

mahobo:
, , ,

kukanga Tinokanga mahobo.
,

kugocha Hatigochi mahobo.
,

kuvidza Hatividzi mahobo.

,
kusasika Hatisasiki mahobo.

[Continue this kind of practice, using the names of other kinds
of food.]

4. Two-line conversations using /-dini/. [Note that some of
the forms of /-dini/ are indicative and some are relative.

, , "
Mune gadheni rakadini?

Tine dlki.

198

What kind of garden do
you have?

We have a small [one].

How do you like it (Cl. 4
or 9) ?

We like it very muchl
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, , , ,
Mune imba yakadini?

, " ,
Tine huru kwazvo.

, ,
Mipanda yakadini?

, v v 'Mikuru kwazvo.

, ,
Chakanaka.

UNIT 20

What is your store like?

Our store is large.

What sort of house do you
have?

We have a very large [one].

What are the rooms like?

They are very large.

How is your school?

Itts good.

5. Questions and answers. [The student should supply the
answers. For further practice, write in the right hand column
the English equivalents. Then use the English sentences as
cues, giving the Shona sentences as responses.]

Baba vanosanda kwaMrewa.
,

Baba vanosanda kupi?

Ndiani anosanda kwaMrewa?

Vanovadza huni.

Vanoweza here?

Vanoita basanyi?.
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Vakauya nesaki rQufu Mugobera.

Vakauya nQufu here?

Vakauya ner:yi?

Tinoverenga mabuku manheru.

Tinoverenga masikati here?

Tinoiter:yi manheru?

Vakomana vanotema huni.

Ndivanaani vanotema huni?

Vanotemenyi?.
"Ndakasvika pane musi weChina.

Ndakasvika paChlna here?

Ndakasvika rini?

Ndichagara kwes~ondo rQse.

Ndichagara kWin~edzi here?

Ndichagara kwenguva yakadini?

Ndiri kutengesa mapopo. Rimwe rinoita shereni.

"Mapopo matanhatu anoita marinyi?.
Tsime redu rakanaka kwazvo.

Tine tsime rakadini?

Tsime redu iguru here?

[The instructor should make up still more statements and
questions of this type, being careful to use no words that
the students have not already met.]
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Practice conversations.

UNIT 20

You s.ee a person
with a load of
groundnuts and
ask where he
does his sel
ling.

Munotengesepi?

Tinotengesa ku-

musika Harare.

You ask whether he MwaMutare hamutengesi
doesnft sell at
Umtali. here?

Muno havanyanyi

kutengesa.

You ask the price
of groundnuts
by the sack.

"Zvino nzungu dzinoitenyi.
pasaki?

Dziri kuita pondo

ina.

The student should practice the following dialogue until he
is able to give the complete sentences by reference to the cue
words in the left hand column. He should also mark the tones
used by his instructor.

nyama

kutenga

makabichi

ner;yi

Mai vatenga nyama here?

Havana kutenga.

Vatenga makabichi.

Zvino tinodya ner;yi?

201

Now what will we eat with
the sadza? (tNow we will
eat [sadza] with what?f)
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tsunga

/ndaldq.

Chipirl

I'

vanang,u

michero

musika

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Tinodya netsunga.

Ini ndaidq. nyama nhasi.

Tichatenga paChipiri.

Mungadenyizve vanangu?

Tingada nemichero.

Ndichandotenga kumusika.

What else would you
like, my children?

Oral Reading Practice.

Vanhu vari kutaura mitauro mizhinji.

Vari kudzidza mitauro~yi?

Vamwe vari kudzidza Chirungu.

Asi varungu vari kudzidza chiShona.

Tinq. vanhu vanosanda mumaofisi.

Guta remuHarare rinodzidzisa mabasa.

Mhuri zhinji dzine dzimba dzakanaka.

Zvitoro zvacho zvine nhumbi zhinji.

Vanhu v~se vanotenga mumisika.

Varimisi v~se vanodzidza patyo neGuta.

Free conversation.

Ask questions like Munok~nga nzungu here? in order
to increase your knowledge of the method of preparing
/nzungu/, /tsunga/, /tse~ga/, /chingwa/, etc.
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UNIT 21

UNIT 21

A

B

A

B

A

B

A

A

, ,
Mangwanani murimisiJ

Mangwananl baba.

-batslra

, v"" ,
Ndingamubatsir~ n~e~yi?

shuka (9)

Ndingaon~wo here shuka?

--ko

, A A ':( h- Vk?Munoda yemarl~Yl o.

Ndalngad4 zvangu y~mashereni

, ,
matanhatu.

Zvakanaka zvazvo.

Ndingamugadzirir~ zvangu.

Good morning! (addressing
the other person by his
occupation)

Good morning.

with what?

to help

How (tby what! can I
help you?

sugar

May I have some sugar?

[an optional inter
rogative enclitic]

How much do you want?

lid like six shillings worth

Fine.

Illl get it ready for you.

Supplementary vocabulary.

Four verbs that are commonly followed by infinitives.

-regera

203

to cease

Stop eating.
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Ndamboregera basa. rIve (temporarily) stopped
work.

-fanira to be proper,
suitable (in
/-ka-/ tense:

'must I )

Ndakafanlra kuenda. r must go.

-natsa to do well

Ari kunatsa kutauraJ She is speaking very well!

-ramba (with infinitive)
to refuse

Ari kuramba kUdya sadza. She refuses to eat food.

Supplementary vocabulary. Activities, and articles closely
associated with them.

Tinoblka n(~)emugOti. We cook with a stick.

demo ("5) matemo (6)

'" '" '"-tsvaira

-sona

tsono (9,10)

Tinosona n(g)etsono.

Tinogeza n(g)esipo.

204

axe

We cut trees with an axe.

to sweep

We sweep with a broom.

to sew

needle

We sew with a needle.

We wash with soap.
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to fetch/draw water

Tinochera ngechlrongo.
!a

-cheka

1. The applicative stem extension.

We fetch [water] with a pot.

to cut (not with
axe)

large knife

We cut millet with a knife.

Compare the verbs in these sentences:

Ndagadzira shuka.

Ndakugadzirira shuka.

Tinoda hunl.

Achavadza hunl.

Achatlvadz1ra hun1.

AChaunza hun1.

Achatlunzlra hunl.

Achatema hunl mugomo.

I got the sugar ready.

I got the sugar ready for
you.

We need firewood.

He will split firewood.

He will split firewood for us.

He will bring firewood.

He will bring firewood for us.

He will cut firewood on the
mountain.

Achatltemera hun1 mugomo. He will cut firewood for us
on the mountain.

Achatora hunl mugomo. He will get firewood on the
mountain.

Achat1torera hun1 mUgomo. He will get firewood for us
on the mountain.
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Certain of the verb stems in these sentences contain a
suffix -- or tstem extension t -- which is either /-er-/ or
/-ir-/. If the vowel of the preceding syllable is fa, i, u/,
the extension is /-ir-/. Otherwise (i.e. if the vowel of
the preceding syllable is Ie, 0/ ), it has the form /-er-/.

This suffix will be called the lapplicative extension. I
It is used in a number of different ways. The most cowmon
is illustrated in the above examples, where the applicative
extension is associated with the idea of doing something for
someone, or with reference to someone. When it is used in
this way, the verb usually has two objects, one of which may
be an object prefix.

The foregoing does not account for all uses of the ap
plicative extension, however. Notice for example the differ
ence between

and

kufunda }
chiShona

kUdzldza

/ / /

kufundira
/

chiShona
/ / /

kudzidzira

to learn Shona

to study Shona

Unit 11 provides an example of a still different use of the
applicative extension, with no object of any kind:

/' / / , / ,
Hapana inogurira here? Isntt there a shorter one?

The simple verb stem is I-gural, for which Hannan gives the
meanings Ito cut off or across (e.g. path, country, path of
sun).t

Some verbs contain a syllable that looks like the
applicative extension, and which was probably just that at
an earlier stage in the history of Shona. Such a verb is
/-fanira/. It is difficult however to relate the meanings of
this verb to the present-day meanings of the verb /-fana/.
[For practice with verbs that contain the applicative ex
tension, see Group 1 of the materials for systematic practice.]
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2. The prefix Inge-I
The word In~e~yil contains the prefix In~e-I.

In westerly dialects, the prefix has the form Inde-I, and
its vowel is governed by the same principles as the vowel
of Ina-I (Unit 14, Note 1). The tones of forms that contain
this prefix are also like those of the corresponding forms
with Ina-I.

The translation of In~e-I is variously tabout t

(i.e. concerning), tby (means of)t, or Iwith t . [For practice
with words that contain this prefix, see Groups 3 and 4.]

1. Simple vs. applicative stems of some verbs.

Anoda nyama.

Ndichag~cha nyama.

Ndichamug~chera nyama.

Anoda dovl.

Ndichagadzira dovl.

Ndichamugadzirira dovl.

Vanoda paraflni.

Tichatenga paraflni.

/ V / " ,

Tichavatengera parafini.

207

He wants meat.

1 111 roast meat.

Itll roast him some meat.

He wants peanut butter.

1 111 make some peanut butter.

Itll make peanut butter for him.

They want paraffin.

Wetll buy some paraffin.

WeIll buy some paraffin for them.
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, , "
Havagoni kusanda. They canlt work.

Tichavasandlra. Wetll work for them.

, ,
Haugoni kuenda kuguta.

, ~

Achaenda kuguta.
, , ,
Achakuendera kuguta.

, A 'Munoda imba.

~ " ,Vachavaka imba.

, "(' ,
Vachamuvaklra imba.

You canlt go to town.

Helll go to town.

Helll go to town for you.

You want a house.

Theylll build a house.

They tIl build you a house.

2. Object prefixes. Places from which various things are
usually taken.

, ,
chigero, zingwa, popo, ufu, mushonga, etc.

, (
hun1

murlvo
,

magwere
,

mbatya

sadza

L

tWhere did you get the
firewood? t

, , , (
Watorepi hunl?

, , ('

Watorepi murlvo?

" ,Watorepi magwere?

" ,Watorepi mbatya?
, ,

Watorepi sadza?

II got it on the mountain. t

, , ,
Ndadzitora mugomo.

, " ,
Ndautora kugadheni.

, , ,
Ndaatora kUmunda.

, , ,
Ndabva nadzo kuchitoro.

, " , (
Ndaritora muharl.
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[The symbo14 means that the horizontal row of words (here
/chigero, zingwa/ etc.) are to be used as cues parallel to the
words in the vertical column (here /huni .•• sadza/), and the
corresponding sentences are to be supplied by the student.]

3. The prefix /nde/ with demonstratives. Agreement of
demonstratives with nouns.

lWefre glad on account of this meat. ,
, , ,

nyama Tafara ngeiyi nyama.
!», , , , , , ,

murivo Tafara ngeuyu murivo.
!»

, , , , ,
popo Tafara ngeiri popo.

!»
, , , , ,

musha Tafara ngeuyu musha.

, , , ,
mazwi Tafara ngeaya mazwi.

, , , , , , ,
mvura Tafara ngeiyi mvura.

r., , ,
sadza Tafara ngeiri sadza.

, , , , ,
tsime Tafara ngeiri tsime.

!»

4. Nouns and infinitives connected by /-~-/.

tWhat do you cut trees with?t

'We cut [them] with an axe. t

'I want an axe for cutting trees.!

tWe want axes for cutting trees. t

, ,
kutema

, ", ,
Munotema nge~yi miti?

!»

, " , y vTinotema ngedemo.
!»

" " , " ,Ndinoda demo r~kutema miti.

'", ", " ,Tinoda matemo ~kutema miti.

?()O
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" ,kutsvaira

kusona
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, "" ,Munotsvaira nge~yi pasi?
!o

, ", A V 'fTinotsvaira ngemutsvalro.
!o

I A "A V '(' ,Ndinoda mutsvairo WQkutsvalra pasi.

, A "A V ", ,

Tinoda mitsvairo YQkutsvaira pasi.

Munosona nge~yi mbatya?
!o

Tinosona ngetsono.
!o

, A ' ,

Ndinoda tsono YQkusona mbatya.

, A ' ,

Tinoda tsono dZQkusona mbatya.

Treat the following sentences in the same way:

, ,
kuchera

kugeza
, ,

kucheka

" , , ,
Munochera nge~yi mvura?

!o

Munogeza nge~yi mbatya?
!o

Munocheka nge~yi murlvo?
!o

Practice conversations.

You ask someone
whether among
his people they
combine peanut
butter with
gravy.

You ask what
kind of gravy
they like best.

Kwenyu munoisa dovi

pamwe nemuto here?

Munodisa muto

,
wakadini?

210

Hatinyanyi kudaro.

Tinonyanya kudya

muto wenyama

ne(we) masimo.



You ask a person
where his son
has gone~

and when he will
be back.

You ask a person
whether he knows
how to drive~

and whether he
has ever taken
driving lessons.

You say that you
have to go up
on the mountain.

You say you are
going there to
cut firewood~

that you (pl.)
are out of it.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Mukorore wenyu ¥aenda

kupi?

Anouya rini?

Unoziva kuchaira

here?

Wakambodzidzira here

kuchaira?

Ndakafanira kuenda

mugomo.

Kundotema huni.

Huni dzatiperera.
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\iaenda kujana

mangwanani.

Manheru.

Handinatsi

kuziva(ba).

Ndakambodzidzira

zvangu zvishoma.

Kundoitenyi?
I

Ndingandokubatsiraiwo.
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Oral reading practice.

Ndiani waenda kundotambira mufundisi?
I

Baba Marata ~aenda.

Ndakatenga mbatya itsva.

Wakatenga kupi?

Ndakatenga kuMarondera.

Unoda dovi pachingwa here?

Vana vanodisa dovi here?

Kwenyu vanoisa dovi pamwe nemuto here?

Kwenyu vanoisa dovi pamwe nemakabichi here?

Mwakamboedza muto wedovi here?

Mbuya venyu vanobika zvakanaka here?

Nyama imhando yemurivo here?

Muto lmhando yemurivo here?

Mugwagwa mupamhi unoenda kupi?

Unoenda kuNyanga.
, ,

Munotsauka papi kuenda Bonda?

, "Pabandera rechipiri.

Baba vaenda kuhosipitari.

VanQ ruvoko.
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, "Uchaenda ngepi kwaMutare?
,

NgekuPeniranga.

UNIT 21

Ahl
, " ,

Hamuzivi here mugwagwa mutsva?
, , , ,

Mutsva mupfupi kupinda wekare.

Ndaiziva zvangu, asi ndaida kuona shamwari lri peniranga.

Mugwagwa mutsva unosvika ngekuPeniranga here?
It

, ,
Mugwagwa mutsva murefu here kupinda wekare?

,
Mugwagwa wekare mupamhi here kupinda mutsva?

Baba Moyo vaiziva here kuti kune nzira pfupi?

Shamwari yake iri kupi?

Free conversation.

1. Mention several things that you are glad of.

2. Re-enact the basic dialogue, but with different commodities
and buying different amounts, expressed in terms of money.
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UNIT 22

A

B

A

B

A

B

A

dUnhu (5), matUnhu (6)
, , A.

Kwete, ndinobva murimwe
, ,

dunhu.
,

-dya

" , ,Munodyawo sadza redu
,

here?
, , ,

-siyana

-bvira
, , , , , ,

Kwete zvakabvira kusiyana.

, , 'v' "Ndiani unomubatsira basa
, ,

renyu?

-~ga (~ega)

AhJ Tinozvlbatlra tQga.

ko

,
sesu

Ko, munorlmawo here
,

sesu?

214

Do you live in New York?

district

No, I come from another
state.

to eat

Do you eat our [kind of]
food too?

to part from one
another, to
differ

[ ?]

No, it is quite different.

Who helps you [to do] your
work?

alone

Oh, we do it for ourselves.

[an interrogative
word]

like us

Tell me, do you farm the
way we do?



B

A

B
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mucheni (3,4)

" " ,Zvakati·siyane, tinonyanya

, ,
micheni.

,
.... tema

, "
Kun~ v~nhu vatemawo here?

,
chaizvo

" " ,Vari kuno chaizvo.

UNIT 22

machine

It l s a little different,
we we [use] more machines.

black

Are there also black
people?

[an intensifier]

There are a lot. (IThey are
there very much. 1)

Supplementary vocabulary.

People: white, black, coloured, etc.

Some ethnic groupings.

muZezuru (1,2)

muKaranga (1,2)

muManylka (1,2)

muKorekore (1,6)

muNdau (1,2)

muBocha (1,2)

muGarwe (1,2)

mURozvl (1,2)

mUChangana (1,6)
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Some racial categories:

murungu (1,2) European

,
(5,6) Boerbhunu

bwacha (5,6) Indian

#v ' whitechena

..... ' blacktema

Two general terms:

rudz{ (11) tribe
,

(10)pl. ndudzi

muitiro (3,4) custom

Two verbs:

kusiyana to leave one another, to differ

, , ,
tokufanana be like one another

1. Reflexive verb forms.

Notice the underlined syllables in the following
sentences:

Tinozvlitlra basa.
We do the work for ourselves.

, Y A ' A
Tinozv~batira basa.

The underlined syllable is a reflexive prefix. It occurs in
the same position in the word where the object prefixes are
found, and no verb form contains at the same time the re
flexive prefix and one of the other object prefixes.
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The term treflexive t means that the object of the
verb is the same as the subject. English examples are
II hurt myself t

J IThey outdid themselves. I

In its spelling J the reflexive /-zvi-/ is identical
with the object concord for Class 8. (In some dialects J the
reflexive is /-dzi-/ J identical in its spelling with the
object prefix for Class IQ.) The only difference between
a verb form with a Class 8 (or 10) object prefix and one
with a reflexive prefix is in the tonal pattern. There is
a large amount of dialect variation in this respect J so that
the student should make his own observations on this point.
As he does so, he should be careful to get at least one
example of a reflexive form for each cell in the following
table:

High verbs

Monosyllabic

(e. g. -da)

Disyllabic

~ ~)(e.g. -ana

Trisyllabic

, ,,~ )
(e.g. -batsira

Quadrisyllabic

(e.g. -gadzirira)

[For practice J see Groups 3 and 4.]
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2. The nonconcordial prefix /s-(.

The sentences:

Munorrmawo here sesu?

, ,
Anofunga somwana.

Anofunga saMcii.

Do you also plow as
we do?

He thinks like a child.

She thinks like Mother.

contain the nonconcordial prefix /s-/. This prefix always
occurs joined to the linking prefix. Tonally, it is exactly
like the nonconcordial prefix /n-I. In particular, this
means that with nouns or Class la, regardless of their tonal
patterns, the prefix syllable /sa-/ has low tone. [For
practice, see Group 1.]

1. The prefix /sa-/.

tHe thinks like a child. t

,
mwana

,
mukuru

,
baba

, ,
mai

,
mutenda

murungu
,

mutema

munhu

, , '" ')( '"Anofunga sQmWana.

, , '" v ' ,Anofunga sQmukuru.
, , ,
Anofunga sababa.

Anofunga samal.

, , '" v 'Anofunga sQmutenda.
, , ,
Anofunga sQmurungu.

, , "
Anofunga sCj>mutema.

Anofunga sQmUnhu. (ttalk senseI)
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2. Questions about similarity and difference.

miitiro

sadza

" " " """ "" " "Miitiro yavaZezuru yakasiyana here ney~vaManyika?

Yakada kUfanana.

Sadza remaBwacha rakafanana here ner~varungu?

Are the customs of
the Zezuru different
from those of the Manyika?

Is the food of the Indians
like that of the Euro
peans?

Harina kUfanana. " "" "Rakasiyana kwazvo.

mutauro

chirungu

guta

mat~nh~

Wakafanana zvlshoma.

"" """Harina kufanana.

Haana kufanana.

Is the language of the
Shangaans like Shona?

Are English and Afrikaans
similar to one another?

Is Salisbury like Bulawayo?

Are your states/districts
similar to ours?

[The students should ask and answer questions of these kinds, using the words
k °t( d· { " " " ]rna omo, ml l, n WlZl, zvikoro, dzimba, mbatya, etc.
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3. Reflexive forms with all persons and numbers.

'I bought (my) soap. ,
inl

, , , ,
Ndatenga sipo yangu.

,
\iatenga

, , ,
iye sipo yake.

, , , , , ,
isu Tatenga sipo yedu.

,
Vatenga

, , ,
ivo sipo yavo.

, , , ,
~

, ,
iwe Watenga sipo yako here?

, , , , , , ,
im';Ji Mwatenga sipo yenyu here?•

, , /

ini Ndabika sadza rangu.

'I bought myself some soap. t

"" ,Ndazvitengera sipo.

, ...,,, (

\iazvitengera SlpO.

Tazvltengera slpo.

~, , !
Vazvitengera SlpO.

, ~ , ,
Wazvitengera sipo here?

, , , ,
M';Jazvitengera sipo here?

, ,
Ndazvibikira sadza.

, " " , , ,
iye ¥abika sadza rake. \iazvibikira sadza.

~iSU, {yO, im';Ji, iwe, baba, majaha, vas{kana, etc.

4. Reflexive verb forms vs. verb forms with other object prefixes.

kubika

, ,
kutema

kurima

kugeza

'There is no-one who can cook for me. t

'I must cook for myself.'
, ,

angandlblkir~Hapana sadza.

Ndakafanlra kuzvlbiklra.
, ,

angandltemer~ hunl.Hapana

Ndakafanlra kuzvltemera.
, ,

angaqdltemer~ hunl.Hapana

Ndakafanlra kuzvlrimlra.
, , , v ' , , ,

Hapana angakugezer~ ndiro.

Wakafanlra kuzvlgezera.
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kutaura
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" , v' , ,
Hapana angakuoner~ basa.

Wakafanlra kuzvlonera.
,,, , , ,

Hapana angakutaurir~.

Wakafanlra kuzvlta~rlra.

UNIT 22

tWill you go by yourselves?'

, , "" ,
Vanoenda v~ga here?

, ,,, ,
Unoenda w~ga here?

'We will go by ourselves. t

, ~ ,
Tinoenda t~ga.

, , , ,
Vanoenda v~ga.

, , , ,
Anoenda ~ga.

Practice conversations. [The students should supply most of
the tones in these conversations.]

You ask,a person
whether he can
please teach
you Zezuru.

You say youtre
glad to know
hets a Ndau-,
and that you
have s'ome
friends from
Chipinga~

Mungandidzidzis~wo

here chiZezuru?

AhJ Ndafara kuz1va

kuti uri muNdauJ

Ndine shamwari dzangu

dzinobva Chipinga.
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Handinatsi kuchiziva.
, ,

Ndiri muNdau.

Dzinogara papi?



UNIT 22

You reply that
they work
around here.

You ask a person
about his tri
bal origin.

You ask whether
he comes from
Umtali,

and when he came
to Salisbury.

You ask whether
the Zezuru
language is
similar to
Manyika.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Dziri kusanda muno.

uri rUdzi~yi?

~

Ndiri muManyika.

here?

Kwete(ba), ndinobva

Nyanga.

Wakauya rini mUHarare?

,~ ~ ~ ~,

Ndayan~ makore ndaya

~ ~

muno.

Mutauro wechlZezuru

wakafanana here

n~mutauro wechi-

Manyika?

{ ~ 1chete
Wakafanana, asi

mazwi mashoma

akasiyana.

You ask a person
how long he
took to learn
English.

M~akatora nguva yakadini

kudzidza chirungu?

Zvakatora nguva huru.
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You ask whether
he speaks
English at
work.
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Munotaura chirungu

here pabasa?

UNIT 22

Tinotaura zvedu

zvishoma.

Oral reading practice. [Tone marks have been largely
omitted.]

, /

Muguta reHarare mun~ ndudzi dzakasiyana. Mun~ vaZezuru

vanobva kwaSeke, Chlota, neMrewa. VaKaranga vanobva Fort

/ '" / /

Victoria. VaNdevere vanobva Gweru kusvika Bhuruwayo. VaNdevere

havatauri chiShona. Vanotaura chiNdevere. VaManyika vanobva

Rusapi kusvikira Nyanga.

kwaMutambara.

'"MuHarare mune ndudzi~yi?

, '"
Vamwe vanobva kwaMarange kusvika

, ,
Ndivanaani vanobva kwaSeka?

Vakaranga vanobva kupi?

VaNdevere vanobva kupi?

VaNdevere vanotaura chiShona here?

/ ,
VaManyika v~se vanobva kwaMutare here?

Free conversation.

Compare the eating habits of Africans and Europeans.

Compare the eating habits of Britain and the United
States, or of any other pair of countries.
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"" ,-sevenza

"" ,-sevenzesa

,
-sevenzeswa

We all enjoyed the peanut
butter that grandmother
cooked.

to work

to use (icause to
work t )

to be used (icaused
to work')

B

A

A

c

D

, ,,,,, ,
Rinosevenzeswa sevyi?

"" ""Kuti uchida, ungais~

pachingwa, dzimwe

" , , ,
nguva mumurivo.

Kana munyama yakaoma

" "rinonaka.

vhlki (5,6)

-gashira

tsamba (9,10)

tsamba kUbva Bhuruwayo.

224

How is it used?

If you like, you can put
it on bread, sometimes in
murivo.

It's even good with dried
meat.

week

to recieve

letter

We got a letter from Bulawayo
last week.

Who wrote [it]?
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sibling of opposite
sex

c

D

c

D

c

c

D

D

c

" , , "Hanzvadzi yangu yakanyora.

masoko (6)

, , ,
Yaitaura masoko~yi?

" " "Iyo yakati iri kuuya

, " , ,
vhiki rinouya, musi

, ,
weMugobera.

chitlma (7,8)

Nechltlma.

" , 'v xHanzvadzi yangu yauyd.

mweni (1,2)

--su

Ohl Mune mwenisuJ

rwendo (11,10)

Rwendo rwake runoita mazuva

mangani?

Runoita mazuva mairl.

225

My sibling of the opposite
sex wrote [it. ]

news

What news did he have (ispeak t )?

He said hets coming next
week, on Saturday.

How (twith what t ) is he
coming?

train

By train.

My brother has arrived.

stranger, guest,
foreigner

[enclitic, an
exclamation of
surprise]

Oh, you have a guest then!

journey

How long does his trip
take?

It takes two days.
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c Bhuruwayo inzvimbo iri

kure.

BUlawayo is a distant place.

Supplementary vocabulary. Some kinship terms.

zlta (S,6) name

[In the list that follows, each kinship term is
preceded by /zlta ra-/ in order to show the difference be
tween Class 1 and Class la.]

(zita ra)mukoma (1,2) older sibling of same
sex

(z{ta rQ)mliningtina (1,2)

(or: munungtlina)

younger sibling of same
sex

( (' ') ,xZlta ra sekuru (la) grandfather

(madzisekuru) (6)

(z{ta ra)tete

(madzitete)

(
., , "') v' ,zita r<t mukadzi

Modes of transportation.

~

motoka
,

bhazi

(la)

(6)

(1,2)

(1,2)

(9,10)

(S,6)

(S,6)
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father's sister

woman, wife

parent

car

bus

bicycle
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mudhudhudhu (3,4) motorcycle
,

(7,8) I oxcartchik~chikari

,
(9,10)ngoro

1. Passive verbs.

Compare the sentences:

UNIT 23

, ", ,
Tinosevenzesa 'davie

, , ", ,
Dovi rinosevenzeswa se~yi?

, , A

Vana vadya sadza.

Sadza radYlwa naBaba.

( " )or: .•. ndiBaba.

We use peanut butter.

How is peanut butter used?

The children ate the sadza.

The sadza was eaten by the
children.

The sadza was eaten by Father.

Two sets of facts must be noted concerning the passive
construction in Shona. The first set has to do with the suffix,
or textension t which is added to the stem of the verb. The
second set has to do with the non-concordial prefix which is
added to the noun that stands for the person or thing by
which the action of the verb was accomplished.

The most frequent form of the passive extension is
/-w-/. It follows all other extensions, and stands immediately
before the final vowel of the verb:

-sevenz-

twork t

-es-

[causative]

-w-

[passive]

-a

[final vowel]

For verbs that have monosyllabic stems (e.g. /-dya/,
/-da/, the passive extension usually has the form /-iw-/:
/-dylwa/, /-dlwa/, /-mwlwa/. Some speakers have /-plwa/ as
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the passive of /-p~/ 'give', but others have /-p~w~/.

The noun or pronoun that stands for the person or
thing by which the action of the verb was accomplished is pre
ceded by a non-concordial prefix, which is either /n-/ or
/nd-/ or /ng-/ according to dialect. The non-concordial pre
fix is, as always, combined with the appropriate form of the
linking prefix. [For practice with passive verbs, see Groups
~-4.]

2. The I/-chi/ participial i form of verbs.

The basic dialogue contains the expression:

, "Kuti uchida ..• If you wish .••

ihe wants'

This form of the verb /-d~/ ito want, love, like' contains,
in addition to the subject prefix /u-I, the non-initial prefix
/-chl-/. A form of this kind, here called the tchi- participial',
never serves as the main verb in a sentence. It does however
have a number of other important uses, one of which is illus
trated above. The construction which consists of the word /kuti/
(or /kana/) plus this form is usually translated into English
with an if-clause. Other uses of the chi-participial will be
met in later units. ----

In chi-participial forms, the sUbject prefix is
always low in tone, whether for first, second, or third person,
and the Class 1 prefix is /a-/ even in those dialects for which
the Class I subject prefix in indicative forms is lu-/:

~od~.•• (some dialects) }

~noda .•. (standard dialects)

but:

kuti achld~ (all of the above dialects) lif he
likes'
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The tone of /-chl-/ is always high. The first
tone of a polysyllabic low verb stem that follows /-chl-/ is
also raised. (In some dialects~ one or more additional stem
syllables may be raised in this way.) So~ for example:

High verbs. Low verbs.

kuti
, , ,

uchida kuti uchiti

(' ,
kuti

, ,
kuti uchlsanda uchisona

, , , , , ,
kuti uchisevenza kuti uchitaura

kuti
, , , ,

kuti
, ,

uchisevenzesa uchigadzirira

With object prefixes.

kuti ' y ,uchirlda

kuti uchlrltenga kuti uchlrlsona

kuti uchlrltengesa kuti uchlrlgadzira

kuti uchlrlsevenzesa kuti uchlrlgadzirira

The verbs /-daro/, etc.

, ,
kuti uchidaro

Additional examples:

, "",
Kuti uchindotema huni,

, ""ndichandokubatsira.

, , ,
Ndichaenda kuHarare.
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1 1m going to go cut firewood.

If you go cut firewood, 1 111
go help you.

Ifm going to go to Salisbury.
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Kuti uchlenda kUHarare ndicha~nda newe.

" "" ,Kuti uchisona unosevenzesa tsono.

If you go to Salisbury,
Illl go with you/
take you along.

When/if you sew, you
use a needle.

[For practice with chi-participial forms, see Groups 5,6.]

1. Active vs. passive verbs.

II cut up the muriwo.
tThe muriwo was cut up by you.!

,
ini

", " (( , ')Muriwo wakachekwa nem~l. or: ..•ndim~i .

mUkunda

mhandara

, ,
muningtina

, ,
vasikana

", "AV'
Muriwo wakachekwa nQmukunda.

, " "Mhandara yakacheka muriwo.

", " ,Muriwo wakachekwa nemhandara.

, , , " "
Muninglina wakacheka muriwo.

, " " "Vasikana vakacheka muriwo.

Class la nouns:

, ,
mai

", " t"Mai vakacheka murlWO.

# I' ~, "( " "")Muriwo wakachekwa namai. or: ... ndimai
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mbuya

,
mukoma

, ,
vakuru
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, , " ",
Mbuya vakacheka muriwo.

", " ,Muriwo wakachekwa nambuya.

, , " "Mukoma vakacheka murlwo.

", " ,Muriwo wakachekwa namukoma.

, ~, " "Vakuru vakacheka muriwo.

", "A'"Muriwo wakachekwa n~vakuru.

UNIT 23

2. Use of appropriate form of prefix with Class 1 vs. Class la
nouns.

IThe clothes were sewn by Mother. t

,
kusona mbatya

,
mukoma

", "kuchera mvura
, ,

muning1ina
, ,

kugeza ndiro
, ,

hanzvadzi

kwenda kurwizl

mweni

kuverenga tsamba

, (
mudzidzlSi

kutaura masoko
,

baba
,,, ~

kukanga magwere
, ,

mukadzi

, " "( , '(Mbatya dzakasonwa namai. or: ndimal)

, " ,
Mbatya dzakasonwa namukoma.

", " ,Mvura yakacherwa namukoma.

", " ,Mvura yakacherwa n9muningtina.
,

Ndiro dzakagezwa nQmuning'ina.

Ndiro dzakagezwa nehanzvadzi.

Kurwizi kwakaendwa nehanzvadzi.

Kurwizi kwakaendwa nQmweni.

Tsamba dzakaverengwa nQmweni.

Tsamba dzakaverengwa nQmudzidzisi.

Masoko akataurwa nQmudzidzisi.

Masoko akataurwa nababa.

Magwere akakangwa nababa.

Magwere akakangwa nQmukadzi.
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,
Nyama yakadyiwa n<;lmukadzi.kudya nyama

, ,
Nyama yakadyiwamurume n<;lmurume.

, ,
Kofi yakamwiwakumwa kofi n<;lmurume.

,
Kofi yakamwiwa nasekuru.sekuru

3. Active with object prefix vs. passive.

aMy older brother gave me
s orne money. t

MUkoma vandlpa marie

MUkoma vadya sadza.

.... , , ~

Mukoma anoda vaningtina.

II was given money by my
older brother. t

'" '" , ,Ndapiwa mari namukoma.
(Ndapuwa ..• )

Sadza radYlwa namukoma.

Maheu amwlwa namukoma.

Vaningtina vanodiwa,
namukoma.

4. Active vs. passive, in sentences for which corresponding
passive sentences do not exist in English.

dhibhi

jangano

rwendo

'Father went to the
dip tank. t

Baba vaenda kudhibhi.

Baba vaenda kujangano.

Baba vafamba rwendo.

232

(ITo the dip tank was
gone by Father. t)

, , , ,
Kudhibhi kwaendwa nababa.

Kujangano kwaendwa nababa.

Rwendo rwafambwa nababa.



,
imba

,
danga
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, " ,
Baba vapinda mumba.

, , , ,
Baba vaenda padanga.

UNIT 23

, , ,
Mumba mwapindwa nababa.

I

, ( , ,
Padanga paendwa nababa.

5. The Ichi-participial i form.

IIf/when you do sewing, you use a needle.'

kusona
, ,

kutema
, ,

kucheka

kubika

, , , " ,
Kuti uchisona, unosevenzesa tsono.

, " , "" "Kuti uchitema miti unosevenzesa demo.

, " "" "Kuti uchicheka unosevenzesa banga.

, , , ", I

Kuti uchibika sadza unosevenzesa mugoti.

6. The 'chi-participial I form.

tWhen we study, we go to school.'
, ,

kudzidza
, ,

kuchera

kurima
, ,

kutema

, "kutengesa
,

kuda

Kuti tichldzldza tinoenda kuchikoro.

Kuti tichichera mvura tinoenda kutslme.

Kuti tichlrlma tinoenda kumunda.

, " { ,
Kuti tichitema mitl tinoenda mugomo.

{' " 'yKuti tichltengesa tinoenda kumusika.

Kuti tichlda sadza tinoblka.
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Practice conversations.

You ask how much
the trip to
Bulawayo costs.

You say youire
going by bus.

You ask how long
it takes to
get there.

A V 'Rwendo rweBhuruwayo

, , ,
runoita mariQ-yi?

, "'" ""Rinotora nguva

yakadinl kusvika?

Unaenda sellyi?

Runaita pando.

Harltari nguva

~ ~

yakanyanya.

You say that your
(sibling of the
opposite sex)
has written you,
making it sound
as though this
had happened be
fore today,

tsamba.

and that he/she
gave a lot of
news.

, ,
Yakataura masoko

mazhlnjl.
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You ask a boy
his name,

and where he
lives,

and how many
people live
in the same
house with
him,

and who is the
eldest.

You ask how
many boys.

Free conversation.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Unogarepl?

Murl vanganl
, , ,

mumba ml'enyu?

" "Ndiani muk:uru?

" " ,Vakomana vangani?

UNIT 23

, , ,
Ndini Jongwe.

, , v
Tiri vashanu.

" ,Hanzvadzi yangu

, "ndiyo huru.

, , , ,
Vakomana tiri vairi.

1. Ask and answer questions about who has done or usually
does certain actions. Use passive indicative verbs: IBy
whom was the letter written?! etc.

2. Practice the same kind of question, but with active
relative verbs: rWho wrote the letter?1 etc.
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-kura
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UNIT 24

to grow (intransitive)

A

B

~ ~ v yo' ~Maruva angu akura kwazvo.

~ ~ ~

Ndiani ari kudirira?

~ ~ ~

-sandisa

mupombl (3,4)

My flowers have grown a lot.

Who waters [them]?

to cause to work,
to use

pipe

A Oh!
~ ~ ~ ~

Ndiri kusandisa Oh, I use a pipe.

~

mupombi.

~ ~ ~

-dikana to be wanted

~ ~, ",
A Maruva mazhinzhi anodikana. Many flowers are needed.

" , ~",A Vadzimai vanoadisa Women like them very much.
,

kwazvo.

B

A

A

A

, " ,
Vanodisa kuisa mudzimba.

, ,
-kudza

nhanga (9,10)

, " ,
Vamwe vanokudza munhanga.

, "-nangisika

, , , "
Nhanga dzinonangisika

, ,
zvakanaka.
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Why do they like them?

They like to put them in
[their] houses.

to cause to grow

yard

Some grow [flowers] in [their]
yards.

to look, appear

The yards look nice.
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Supplementary vocabulary.

Small, useful, non-edible plants.

UNIT 24

, , , (
Tinotora tsanga kurwizl.

, ",
Masengere anooneka

" ,kumatunhu eNyanga.

Tinotora ~uswa mUbani.

tsanga (9,10)

sengere (5,6)

~uswa (14)

ban!(S)

mapan! (6)

reed

bamboo

grass

open level
land

Why do they like them
(Cl. 6)?

1. The chi-participial form in 'why' questions.

The basic dialogue for this unit contains an
example of another principal use of the chi-participial
form which was described in Unit 23, Note 2:

, '(y.'
N~elfyi vachlada?

[nQelfyi??]

After the word /n~el(yi/ Iwhyl the chi-participial form, and
not the indicative, is used.

Note however that when /n~elfyi/ follows a verb, it
has no effect on the form of the verb, and is itself usually
translated as Jwith/by what?l, rather than as 'why?':

What do we cut
murivo with?

[For practice with this use of the chi-participial form,
see Groups 4,5.]
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2. The neuter extension I-ik-I.

A new verbal extension is illustrated in the
sentences:

" " " ""Nhanga dzinonangisika

" "zvakanaka.

Many flowers are
needed.

The yards look nice.

The verb stem I-nangisikal tto appear, look, seem i is to be
compared with the stem I-nangisal ito look at i , and I-dlkanal
with I-dal ito want, like, love, need!. Compare also the
stems:

I-anal ito see t I " , '1-oneka tbe seen, be visible t

I-ital ito dot

I-temal Ito cut t

I-itikal ito be done t

I-temekal ito be cuttable i

The extension illustrated by these pairs of stems
has two forms: I-ek-I when the vowel of the preceding syllable
is 101 or lei, and I-ik-I after Ii, a u/. Its tone is high
with high stems, and low with low stems. This extension is
labelled 'neuter t by Fortune (AGS § 405 ff.)

The two most common meanings associated with the
neuter extension are (1) to be able:

" , ,
-oneka to be visible

(2) to get done, with no reference to the person or thing
that performed the action:

hazviltikl it isn't done (in the sense of
tpeople just dontt do itt)

Compare a similar phrase, in which specification of the
actor or doer makes necessary the passive extension, rather
than the neuter.
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, , "
Zvakaitwa ndiani? By whom was it done?

[For practice with the neuter extension, and with the dif
ference between the uses of passive and neuter extensions,
see Groups 1-3.]

1. Examples of other roots plus the neuter extension.

klJ.rima

, "kunangisa

kuvadza

, ,
kusima

,
Muri kurima munda.

, ,
Zviri kurimika here?

, (' " , ,
Nanglsa mbatya yake itsva.

, , " '_fInonangisika zvakadinl?

, "" (Muri kuvadza hunl.

, , " ,
Dzinovadzika here?

, "Muri kusima maruva.

You are cUltivating
the field.

Is it (tare conditions t )
right for cUltivating?

Look at her new piece of
clothing.

How does it look?

You are splitting fire
wood.

Is it suitable for
splitting?

You are transplanting
flowers.

" ", , , ,
Ari kusimika zvakanaka here? Are they suitable for

transplanting?

2. The neuter extension.
,

kumwa , " " ,Iyi mvura inomwika here?

, < , "
Iyi mvura haimwiki

, f 'nokuti halna kuvidzwa.
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Is this water suitable
for drinking?

This water isn't
drinkable because
it hasntt been
boiled.
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kUdya

kurima

kutema

kuvadza

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Iri sadza rlnodylka here?

Vamwe vanoti harldylkl

nokuti har{na munyu.

Uyu munda unorimika here?

Haurimlkl nokuti wakaoma.

Iyi mitl lnotemeka here?

Haltemekl nokuti

yakanyanya kUkura.

Iyi hunl lnovadzlka here?

Halvadzlkl nokuti

yakanyanya kuoma.

Is this sadza edible?

Some [people] say
it isn1t edible
because it lacks
salt.

Is this field suitable
for plowing?

It isn1t suitable
for plowing be
cause it is [too]
dry.

Are these trees right
for cutting?

They aren1t suitable
for cutting be
cause they1ve
grown too much.

Is this piece of fire
wood suitable for
splitting?

It isn1t suitable
for splitting be
cause it is too
dry. (Itoo hard?l)

3. Neuter vs. passive.

IThe firewood is cuttable. liThe firewood was cut
by father. I

kutema' hunl

kufamba
rwendo

Hunl dzlngatemek~.

, "("Rwendo rungafamblk~.
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Hunl dzakatemwa naBaba.

Rwendo rwakafambwa naBaba.
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kuverenga,
bhuku

, ,
kunyora

tsamba

kusvika
muguta

kudzidzira
chiShona

kudya aya, ,
masimo

Bhuku ringaverengeka. Bhuku rakaverengwa naBaba.

Tsamba inganyorek~. Tsamba yakanyorwa naBaba.

Muguta mungasvikik~. Muguta mwakasvikwa naBaba.

ChiShona chingadzidzirik~. ChiShona chakadzidzirwa
naBaba.

Aya masimo anodyik~. Aya masimo akadyiwa naBaba.

4. The chi-~rticipial form after !n~~~yi/.

tPeople build houses. t
rWhy do people build houses?!

kunyora mabhuku

kuita basa

kUkudza maruva

, ,
kuvidza mvura

, , .., , ,
N~e~yi vanhu vachivaka dzimba?

, ;'" ;'

Vanhu vanonyora mabhuku.

;' ;' ;', ;'

N~e~yi vanhu vachinyora mabhuku?

, ;'

Vanhu vanoita basa.

, ;' ,
Ngenyi vanhu vachiita basa?

!t I

, ;' .,
Vanhu vanokudza maruva.

N~e~Yi vanhu vachlkudza maruva?

Vanhu vanovidza mvura.

Ngenyi vanhu vachlvldza mvura?
!t I
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kugeza mavoko
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Vanhu vanogeza mavoko.

N~e~Yi vanhu vachltsvalra mumba?

kUdzldzlra mitauro Vanhu vanodzldzlra mitauro.

, , , ""
Ngenyi vanhu vachidzidzira mitauro?

!o •

5. The chi-participial form after In~f~Yi/. Questions and answers.

Ngenyi vadzimal vachlkudza maruva?
!o •

Why do the women grow
flowers?

Nokuti vanoda kuisa mUdzimba dzavo. Because they want to
put [them] in their
houses.

, ""Ngenyi uchidaro?
!o •

KUdlni?

" ,mubasa ravo.

N~e~yi vanhu vachlenda kutslme?

242

Why do you do like that?

Like what?

Why do people cultivate the
field[s].

Because they want crops.

Why do people use machines?

Because machines help
them in their work.

Why do people go to the well?

Because they want to
fetch water.
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, ""
N~e~yi vanhu vachidya sadza rezviyo?

, , ",
Nokuti rinovanakira.

N~e~yi vanhu vachlenda kurwizl?

, , ,
Nokuti vanoda kugeza kana

kutara tsanga.

6. Random substitutions.

UNIT 24

Why do people eat sadza
[made] of millet?

Because it is good
for them.

Why do people go to the
river?

Because they want to
wash or to get
('take awayt) reeds.

, , , "
Vadzimai vanodisa maruva. Women like flowers very much.

" , " , ,
Vadzimai vanodisa mbatya itsva. Women like new clothes very much.

, , " , ,
Vana vakapiwa mbatya itsva. The children were given new

clothes.

, , ", ,
Vana vakapiwa mbesa. The children were given food.

Takafanlra kUkudza'mbesa. We must grow crops.

Takafanlra kutenderuka. We must turn around.

Hatlna kutenderuka. We didntt turn around.

Hatlna materna matsva. We dontt have new axes.

Unzal materna matsva. Bring the new axes.

", , "Unzai huswa huzhinjio Bring a lot of grass.,
,~ " , "

Hatina kupisa ~uswa huzhinji. We didntt burn much grass.
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"" ""Hatina kupisa nyama. We didntt burn the meat.

"" ""TQse tinodisa nyama. All of us are fond of meat.

", , v ", ,
TQse tinomuziva kwazvo.

Practice conversations.

All of us know him/you very
[well] .

You ask someone
what he is
looking for.

You ask what
kInd of sack.

You ask where
it (the maize)
is supposed to
go.

You ask how it
(the sack) will
go.

You say you are
going to the
store, and ask
someone whether
he can take you.

Uri kutsvakevyi?

,
Ndiri kutsvaka saki.

Saki rakadini?

RQkuisa magwere.

Ari kuda kuenda kupi?

Kumusika wQkuHarare.

Rinoenda seyi?

, ,
Nemotokari yedu.

Ndiri kuenda kuchitoro.

Ungad~ kuenda neni

,
here?

Handigoni kuenda newe

nokuti ndine basa

zhinji.
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You suggest that
he can do his
work tomorrow.
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Ungazoit~ basa rako

mangwana.

UNIT 24

Kwete. Ndakafanira

kupedza nl;1asi.

You offer to
help him, if
he likes.

You ask what
work he is
doing.

You agree, and
say you can
fetch water.

Kuti uchida ndingakubatsir~wo.

Ndingafar~ kwazvo.

Uri kuita basa~yi?

Ndiri kugeza mumba.

Zvakanaka. Ndinga-

cher~wo mvura.

Oral reading practice.

"" ,Baba, muri kudikanwa. Kupi? Kuchikoro. Naani? NQmudzidzisi

mukuru. Anode~yi? Kwasvika splkita ['inspector l ]. Zvakanaka.

,
Ndichambopedza kudya.

Free conversation.

Ask and answer why-questions. The student should use this
occasion to get some useful new vocabulary items from the tutor.
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UNIT 25

A

B

A

A

A

B

A

, , , , , ,
Ndauya kundoona maruva ako.

, ,
-buda

Ahl Aya kUbuda.

,
Kwazvo.

-bvira

, , , ,
Wakabvira kuita zvakanaka.

mbeu (9,10)

, ,
Enda kwaFarmers Corp.

-ramba

kusvikira

Anoramba achlkura kusvikira
,

[name of month] here?

246

I've come to see your
flowers.

to come/go out
from

Ah! Theytre coming out
now.

Yes, indeed!

[here, used as an
auxiliary verb to
intensify meaning
of the verb whose
infinitive follows
it]

You really did very well.

seeds

Where are the seeds sold
('bought')?

Go to the Farmers Corp.

to continue [with
chi-participial]

[verb infinitive used
here as English
uses prepositions]

Will they go on growing
until [name
of month]?
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B
~ v ~

Ndinofunga kudaro. I think so.

Supplementary vocabulary. Things that one might come
or go to see.

~ L. , ,
(9,10)

}
Takaenda kundoona mombe.

~

cattle, , ,
~

ngtombe. (9,10)Takaenda kundoona
, , , ,

~ ~

(9,10)Takaenda kundoona huku. chicken
, , , , ~ ,

(9,,10)Takaenda kundoona mbudzi. goat

~ , ~ ~

(9,10)Takaenda kundoona hwai. sheep
, , ,

~

(9,10)Takaenda kundoona nguruve. pig

~ , , , ,
(3)Takaenda kundoona mupfudze. manure, fertilizer

~ , ,
~

,
(9,10)Takaenda kundoona tsapi. barn, storehouse

, , , ,
f (3,4)Takaenda kundoona mugodhl. pit" well, mine

, ~ , ,
chimbudz:L.(7,8)Takaenda kundoona latrine

~ , , ,
~

(5,6)Takaenda kundoona denga. roof, sky

Dzzyci't9otClockt.
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Uses of the hodiernal tense of the verb I-val.

The sentences:

,,, ,,, ,,,
Mvura yaya kupisa.

Your flowers are
coming out now.

The water is hot now
[and it wasnJt the
last time I felt it].

contain two-word verbal phrases, in which the second word is
an infinitive. The first word in each phrase contains a sub
ject prefix plus I-aya/. The wsrds laya, Idzayal etc. are
hodiernal tense of the verb I-val ito be, become i . Phrases
of this kind indicate that the action is now going on, but
was not going on prior to this time. [For discussion of this
form see Fortune AGS ~ 599, and also ~ 503. ]

The forms of I-val which appear in the above ex
amples are in the indicative. Participial and relative forms
also are found, with tonal patterns as for the corresponding
forms of any other monosyllabic high verb:

Ndlanl ~aya kusvika? Whois just now
arriving?

The same forms of I-val occur also without the infinitives
of other verbs. Two examples were found in Unit 6:

, " """
Ndayan~ mazuva matatu ndaya pano.

(iI now have three days I-being here. i)

In accordance with what was said above, concerning
the meaning of the forms in I~aya/, it is not surprising
that ages and times of day are cOlTIffionly expressed in this
way. So, for example:

It's nine oiclock
[which it wasnit a
moment ago].
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, , " v
Vayan~ makore mashanu.

UNIT 25

Theytre five
years old.

[For practice with these verbal phrases, see Groups 3-5.]

2. The verb /-ramba/.

The dialogue for this unit contains the sentence:
, , , , ,
Anoramba achikura ••• They will go on

growing .••

The verb /-ramba/, when it is followed by the chi
participial form of a verb, is commonly translated with
English 'continue' or 'go on'.

The same verb /-ramba/ followed by an infinitive
is translated 'refuse':

, , , ,
Anoramba kukura. They refuse to grow.

[For practice with these two uses of /-ramba/, see Group 2.]

1. /-bvira kU-/ (cf. Sentence 4 of basic dialogue.)

kunaka
, ,

kuoma
, ,

kupiswa
, ,

kukura
, ,

kupera

'Are they good?!
, ,

Dzakanaka here?

, , " ,
Mbatya dzakaoma here?

, " ,
Nyama yakapiswa here?

, , v ')( ,
Vana vakUra here?

249

tThey1re really good!1
, ,

Dzakabvira kunaka.
, , , ,

Dzakabvira kuoma.

, , ( ,
Yakabvira kuplswa.

" , ,
Vabvira kukura.

, ( , ,
Yabvlra kupera.
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2. Verb without /-ramba/ vs. verb in chi-participial form
with /-ramba/ vs. verb in infinitive form with /-ramba/.

I I i ill studying. I

tIlll continue studying until evening. i

'I didnlt refuse to study. i

, ""kudzidzira

kusona

kuita basa

kurima

, '" , ,
kuvadza huni

, ""kutengesa

kudirira

, "( ,
Ndiri kudzidzlra.

Ndicharamba ndichidzidzira kusvikira manheru.

, , , ,,~

Handina kuramba kudzidzira.

Ari kusona.

Acharamba aChis6na kusvikira manheru.

Haana kuramba kusona.

Ndiri kuita basa.

Ndicharamba ndichiit~ basa kusvikira manheru.

Handina kuramba kuita basa.

Ari kurima.

Acharamba achirim~ kusvikira manheru.

Haana kuramba kurima.

Vari kuvadza huni.

"" '"Vacharamba vachivadza huni kusvikira manheru.

Havana kuramba kuvadza huni.

Vari kutengesa.

"" ""Vacharamba vachitengesa kusvikira manheru.

Havana kuramba kutengesa.

Ari kudirira.

Ari kuramba achldirlra kusvikira manheru.

Haana kuramba kudirira.

250



SHONA BASIC COURSE

3. Indicative forms of the /-aya/ tense.

UNIT 25

Mwana ~aya kugara pasl.

(, , ,
Mwana ~agara pasi.

, , ""Mukomana ~aya kuenda kujana.

MUkomana ~aenda kujana.

MUkomana ~akaenda kujana.

Mbatya dzaya kuoma.

Mbatya dzaoma.

Sadza raya kubikwa.

Sadza rab1kwa.

Sadza rakabikwa.

"" ", "Mari yangu yaya kupera.

Mari yangu yapp-ra.

", ""
U~fu hwaya kupera.

Upfu hwapera.
I

Vpfu hwakapera"

", ", ,,,
Mvura yaya kupisa.

Mvura yaplsa.

251

The child is sitting down
now.

The child has sat down.

The child sat down. [??]

[The student should fill in
the English equivalents for
the sentences in this
exercise, and then use
them as cues, in the same
way as in preceding
exercises of this kind.]
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,.,. ,.,.
Munda waya kupera kurimwa.

Munda wapera kurimwa.
,. ,.,. ,.,.

Mwana ~aya kurara.

Mwana warara.
,. ,. ,.,.

Mwana l'akarara.
,. ,.

Vaeni vaya kusvika.
,. ,.

Vaeni vasvika.
,. ,.

Vaeni vakasvika.
,.,. ~,. ,.,.

Murivo waya kukura.
,.,. ,.

Murivo wakura.
,.,. ,. ,.,.

Murivo wakakura.
,. ,.

Rwendo rwaya patyo.

Rwendo rwasvika.

4. Relative forms of the /-aya/ tense.

tWho are the ones who are now arriving?t
lItIs my sisters/brothers who are arriving. l

,. ,. ( , ,.
Ndivanaanl vaya kusvika?

,.,,. , "
Ihanzvadzi dzangu dzaya kusvika.

,. ,
Ndiani aya kutaura?

,." , ,
Ihanzvadzi yangu yaya kutaura.

,. ,.,. ,.
Chi~yi chaya kubuda mumunda?

,. ,. , ,,.
Indodzi dzaya kubuda.
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Chlyyi chaya kUb~da uko?

5. Random substitutions.

Nzung~ dzicharamba dzichiona

~

mario

Vana vadlki havana kuplwa mario

6. Miscellaneous sentences.

Vana vadlki vayane chikoro

chakanaka.

~ ~ , ~

Vamwe vakapinda mumba itsva.

UNIT 25

The seeds really came
out!

The seeds went on growing.

The groundnuts went on
growing.

Groundnuts will continue
to bring in money.

The small children weren't
given any money.

Now the small children
have a good school.

We will build them a
nice house.

We will build them a
new house.

Some [people] went into
the new house.

~ ~

Vamwe vaya
~ ~

zvino. Some [people] are coming
out of the house now.
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Practice conversations.

Do you live
at Marandellas?

Yes, I do.

What are you
doing there?

1 1m studying
Shona.

Are you able to
speak now?

1 1m getting so
I can speak
a little.

Can Mr. Smith
[speak Shona]
now?

Yes, hels begin
ning to speak
[it].

When will you
finish?

I don1t know
for sure.

,
Munogara kuMarondera here?

Muri kuitevyi apo?

M~aya kugona kutaura

here?

Baba Smith vaya kugona

here?

Munopedza rini?

254

Hongu.

Ndiri kudzidzira

chiShona.

Ndaya kutaura

zvishoma.

Hunde, vaya

kutaura.

Handizivi

zvakanaka.
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Oral reading practice.

Chi~yi chaya kubuda apo?

Imvura yava kubuda mup~mb!.

Yabva kupi?

,
Yabva kutsime.

Ndinofunga yaya kupera.

, ,
Ndinofunga kudaro. Zvino todini?

Totochera kurwizi.

Pane zvirongo here?

Pane chimwe.

Tichatondotenga zvimwe kuchitoro.

Zvingatinakir~.

UNIT 25

Free conversation. Begin a conversation with the line:

Ndauya kundoona huku dzenyu.
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UNIT 26

lA

2B

3A

4B

SA

6B

7A

Bc

9D

10C

Hongu nQevang~.

Vaya muchikoro here?

Eh~nde vayamvo vQse.

nha~ (9.,10)

Mwakanzwawo nha~
I I

dz~(ne)z~ro here?

-shaya

pepanha~ (5,6)

ruzororo (11)

Mune chikoro ch~vana here?

Hongu tinacho.

AV"'" ,
Zv~kufambisa zviri nyore

here?

,
nyore

Are these children yours?

Yes, they are mine.

Are they in school now?

Yes, they both are.

topic., news

Did you hear yesterdayts
news?

to lack

newspaper

I didn't have (II lacked')
a newspaper.

rest., vacation

Something was said about
the vacation.

Do you have a school for
children?

Yes, we have (it).

to cause to go

Is transport easy? (IAre
things of transport easy?l)

an easy thing

lID zviri nyore kwazvo.
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Supplementary vocabulary.
stories.

other general topics for newspaper

Ndakaverenga mhaka nhatu mupepanhau.

matter, affair; guilt

Takanzwa mabasa mazhlnjl mupepanhau.
I

fundo (9,10) education

musangano (3,4) meeting

1. Concords· plus /~o/ after -na-/.

The dialogue contains the sentences:

~ ~ AXA ~

Mune chikoro ch~vdna here?

Hongu" tinacho.

Do you have a school
for children?

Yes, we have it.

Where ordinary verbs use concordial prefixes before the verb stem
to represent the class of an object, /-na-/ is followed by con
cord plus /~o/. [For practice with these forms" see Groups 1
and 2. ]

2. Locative concords plus /~o/ after verbs.

The dialogue contains the question and answer sequence:

~ ""~, ~ ,
Ehunde, vayam~o v~se.
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Are they all in school
now?

Yes, they 1re all in it.



UNIT 26 SHONA BASIC COURSE

Compare also:

NdichaendayoJ

Ndichaendako

"" ~""Ari kusandapo.

, ,
mangwana.

Iill go there tomorrow.

Hefs working there.

The locative concords are used with /~o/ even after
verbs. They have the form I-pol (Cl. 16), /-ko/ or /-yo/
(Cl. 17), and /-m~o/ (Cl. 18). Their tone is the same as
the tone of the preceding syllable, either high or low.
[For practice with these forms, see Groups 5-7.]

3. Independent forms of possessives.

In the sentences:

Ava vana ndevenyu here? Are these children yours?

They are mine 0

the possessives /venyu/ and /vangu/ are preceded by a prefix.
The second consonant in this prefix may be /d/ (westerly) or
/g/ (easterly), and the vowel is subject to the same variations
that were described in Unit 14. The tones of the possessives
after /n~4-/ vary according to dialect, but /' 1 seems to be
widespread. [For practice with these forms, see Group 4.]

1. Object concords with /~o/ after /-na-/.

chikoro

mudhudhudhu

iDo you have a school?i

Mune chikoro here?

Mune bas~koro here?

,
MWi9 mudhudhudhu here?
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iYes, we have. f

Hongu, tinacho.
,

Hongu, ndinaro.

Hongu, ndinawo.
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, ,
motoka here?motoka Mune Hongu, ndinayo.

, ,
masimbe here?masimbe Mun~ Hongu, ndinawo.

, ,
ffill.tsvairo here?mutsvairo Mun~ Hongu, ndinawo.

,
here?choto Mune choto Hongu, ndinacho.

,
mugoti here?mugoti Mun~ Hongu, ndinawo"

, ,
(sg. ) hari here?hari Mune Hongu, ndinayo.

,
Mune chirongo here?chirongo Hongu, ndinacho.

zV~kudya Mune zvc;>kudya here? Hongu, ndinazvo.

2. Object concords with /-na-/ and with a verb.

'We dontt have it (Cl. 7). t 'vIe donJt wa.nt· it (01. 7). t

(chigero)
, ,

Hatinacho • Hatlchldl.

(basekoro)
, ..

Hatinaro.

(zvirong6) Hatinazvo.

(ivo) Havanazvo.

(marl) Havanayo.

(lye) Haanayo.

(mudhudhudhu) Haanawo.

(ini) Handinawo.

(mig6ti) Handinayo.

(isu) Hatinayo.

(mandlmu) Hatinawo.
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Hatirldl.

Hatizvidi.

Havazvldl.

Havaidi.

Haaidi.

Haaudi~

Handiudi.

Handiidi.

Hatiidi.

Hatiadi.
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3. /zvQ-/ plus infinitive.

, "kufambisa " AV'"Takashaya zVQkUfambisa. We lacked transport.
(t ••• the wherewithal to
cause [us] to travel t )

, , ,
zv9kudy~.kudya Takashaya

, , , ,
kuita Takashaya zV<tkuita.

, , , "kubika Takashaya zVQkubika.

, , " zvqkumwa.kurnwa Takashaya

, , , , ,
A v' ""kutengesa Takashaya zVQkutengesa.

, , , ,
kutaura Takashaya zv<tkutaura.

4. /ng.4-/ with possessive stems.

We lacked food. (i .•• the
[things] for eating. f)

We didn't have anything
to do.

We didntt have anything
to cook.

We didn't have anything
to drink.

We had nothing to sell.

We had nothing to say.

,
nzungu

, ,
dzake

lllombe
, ,

dzavo

mugodhl
, ,
ako

tsanga

masengere

fAre these groundnuts yours?t

, , , "
Idzo nzungu nQedzake here?

Idzo wombe nQedazke here?

Uyo mugodhl nQ~wavo here?

Uyo mugodhl n~~wako here?

Idzo tsanga nQedzako here?

Idzo tsanga nQ~dzedu here?

Ayo masengere nQ4edu here?
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iTheytre mine. f

NrJedzake.

Ngedzake.

Ngedzavo.

NrJ<twavo .

NrJQwangu.

NrJedzangu.

NrJedzenyu.

NrJCienyu.



,
angu

bas~koro

, ,
enyu

hUku (sg.)

, ,
avo

motoka (pl.)

, ,
ake

"" )mbudzi (sg.

,
angu

mudhudhudhu

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Ayo masengere ndaangu here?

Iro basekoro nderangu here?

Iro basekoro nderenyu here?

Iyo huku ndeyenyu here?

Iyo huku ndeyavo here?

Idzo motoka nnedzavo here?

Idzo motoka ndedzake here?

Iyo mbudzi ndeyake here?

Iyo mbudzi ndeyangu here?

Uyo mudhudhudhu ndowangu here?

UNIT 26

Ndaenyu.

Nderenyu.

Nderangu.

Ndeyangu.

Ndeyavo.

Ndedzavo

Ndedzake.

Ndeyake.

Ndeyenyu.

Ndowenyu.

5. Locative concords with /~o/ after a high verb.

tHets working in the office.' 'He!s working in there.!

ofisi

chitoro

dhlbhi

jangano

Ari kusanda muofisi.

Ari kusanda muchitoro.

Ari kusanda kudhibhi.

Ari kusanda pajangano.

Ari kusandam~o.

Ari kusandako.

Ari kusandamwo.
I

Ari kusandako.

Ari kusandapo.

6. Locative concords plus /~o/ after a low verb.

Watsomba

'I live at Watsomba. t

Ndinogara paWatsomba.

261

tHow long have you lived
there?!

, ,
M~akagarapo nguva

yakadini?
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I' I'

muguta.
I' I' I' I' , ,

guta Ndakagara M"o/akagaram~o nguva yakadini?

, I'

M"o/akagarakomusangano Ndakaenda kumusangano. nguva yakadini?

I' , I' "Harare Ndakagara muHarare. M~akagaram~o nguva yakadini?

I' I' I' ,
tsime Ndakagara patsime. M~akagarapo nguva yakadini?

I' ~

mugwagwa Ndakagara pamugwagwa. M~akagarapo nguva yakadini?

I' I' " "
,

Rusapi Ndakagara kwaRusapi. M,,;,akagarako nguva yakadini?

7. Locative concords with /-0/ after high and low verbs.

'They went to the field.' tThey went there.'

kumunda

mugomo
,

kubva

kumunda

kusvika

pajangano
, ,

kusanda

I'

muofisi

kupinda

,
mumba

" I'kubuda

I' I'

Vaenda kumunda.

1'1'

Vaenda mugomo.

Vabva mugomo.

Vabva kumunda.

, I'

Vasvika kumunda.

" I'Vasvika pajangano.

Vasanda pajangano.

Vasanda muofisi.

, I' I'

Vapinda muofisi.

I' .. I' ,

Vapinda mumba.

Vabuda mumba.
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I' I'

Vaendako.

I' ,

Vaendam~o.

, "Vasvikako.

I' I'

Vasvikapo.

I' ,

Vapindam,,;,o.

" I'Vapindamwo.
I

Vabudam~o.
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Practice conversations and oral reading practice.

UNIT 26

[The students should read these lines aloud to be sure they
have the right tones. Then they should practice taking parts
in the dialogues until they can do them without the book. The
left-hand column may be used for English cues if they are de
sired.]

Baba Mukarati varipi nvasi?

Waenda nechikochikari

kudanga.

Vari kUite~yiyo?

Vari kuenda n9mupfudze

kumunda kwavo.

Mukadzi wavo aripi?

Vamboenda kuchitoro.

Achauya zvino zvino.

Takaenda kuHarare.

Mwakaenda ne~yi?

Nemotoka y~murimisi.

M~akaona mukoma wangu here?

Vanogara kupi?

KuHighfields.

Kwete hatina kuvaona.

Mufambiri wezvikoro vasvika.

Wauya rini pano?

263
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Mangwanani ano.

Wauya ne\lyi?

Wauya nemudhudhudhu.

Achagara pano

zvakadini?

Handizivi. Zvimwe

kwezuva rQse.

Ndiri kuda kuenda Nyanga

paChipiri.

Munoenda ne\lyi?

Ndinokwira bhazi paWatsomba.

Kune mhaka dze\lyi?

Ndinoda kundoona madzisekuru

angu.

Vanogara n~~papi

kuNyanga?

Vanogara p~tyo netlhibi.

264
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lA

2B

3A

4A

5B

6A

7B

Ndadyara maruva angu.

Anoita here pan4 matombo?

., ,
-nonga

, , ", , ,
Ndichaedza kunonga qse.

Ndapedza ndolsa mupfudze.

, , ,
Zvinoita here?

ZVlnobvira kuita kwazvo.

, " " ,Ndichazouya kundoaona.

lIve planted my flowers.

Will they do [all right]
where there are rocks?

to pick up

1 111 try to pick them all
[out]. [i.e. /matombo/]

When live finished, 1 111
put [on] fertilizer.

Does that work?

It really does.

1 111 come later to see them.

ndinotanga kupfutsa m~oto.

Supplementary vocabulary. A series of actions involved in the
preparation of sadza.

Kuti ndichlda kubika sadza, If I want to cook sadza,
I first light the fire.

-pfutsa

'v ' f 'Ndinolsa harl pachoto.

Ndinosevha u%>fu.
, , ,

Kuti hari yavira,

265

-sevha

-vira

to light

fire

to sift

to boil (in
transitive)
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, " ,
ndinokurungira.

Sadza rlnokwata.
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" ,-kurungira
, ,

-kwata

to smoothe

to bubble

NdinOlsa u~fu zvishoma zvishoma.

Ndinoramba ndichlblka.

, , / "
Mapundu anopera.

Ndinokwldlblra.

, " "Sadza rinoibva zvakanaka.

, v ' ,
Tinobura muhari.

, v
Tinodya sadza.

'" ' , v ' ,Taguta tinobvlsa ndiro.

, , ,
-kwidibira

-lbva

-bura

, ,
-guta

lump

to cover

become ripe,
done

to dish out
[from]

to have enough
food or drinks

Supplementary vocabulary. Preparing vegetables as muriwo.

Ndinopfutsa mwoto.
I

Ndinoisa hari yemuriwo pachoto.

Ndinochekacheka muriwo.

Ndinougeza.

Hari yavlra, ndinoisa muriwo

muhari.

Ndinobika nguva shoma, ndobura.

Ndinoisa mafuta muhari.

Anopisa.

266

When the pot has boiled, I
put the muriwo into the pot.

mafuta (6) fat, oil
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Ndinoisazve murivo muhari.

UNIT 27

Ndoramba ndichipindura.

Ndinoisa mvura shoma n~munyu.

,
Kuti murivo waibva ndinobura.

-pindura to turn over,
to answer

1. Tonal participial forms of the verb.

The basic dialogue and the sentences of the supplementary
vocabulary section contain the sentences:

/ , ,
Ndapedza ndoisa mapfudze.

When lIve finished I add manure.

/ " , ,
Taguta tinobvisa ndiro.

When welve had enough, we remove the dishes.

, / IV' 'y " "Hari yavira, ndino~sa murivo muhari.

, , ",' , , ,
Kuti murivo waibva ndinobura.

The symbol /"'/ above a vowel letter stands for one or more tonal
patterns, according to dialect. Its simplest representation is
found in some varieties of Manyika. In these dialects, the first
syllable of each of these words has high tone regardless of per
son; the next has low, the next high, and so on, with alternant
high and low syllables.

A more widespread system has high tone on the first syllable,
as in the above. The second syllable has basic tone on the first
syllable of the root: low for low verbs, high for high verbs.
These two systems are compared below, along with the corresponding
indicative forms:
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High verbs:

Low verbs:

Indicative

, , ,
ndapedza

, , ,
taguta

'v vvalbva

, , ,
yavira

Some Manyika

" ,ndapedza

" ,vaibva

, , ,
yavira

More widespread

, , ,
ndapedza

, , ,
taguta

valbva

, , ,
yavira

The details of tonal patterns as used with object prefixes, and
with other tenses vary greatly by dialect and will not be dis
cussed here. For examples from one dialect, see Groups 2-5.
The student should make certain (1) whether his teacher uses
the same tonal pattern for both high and low verbs in these
forms, and (2) exactly what the tonal patterns are.

These forms are ltonal participials l . As the name
implies, they are partially similar in their use to the so
called I chi-participial I forms that were discussed in Uni t 23 ,
Note 2 One important use of these tonal participials is
illustrated in this Unit; in this use, the English translation
of the tonal participial of the Ihodiernal l tense commonly begins
with lwhen (subject) has (verb). I They mayor may not be pre
ceded by /kuti/ or /kana/.--rFor practice with tonal participials
used in this way, see Groups 1-5.]

1. Tonal participial forms of /-ri/, with and without locative
concords plus /~o /.

II saw him [he being] at home. t II saw him there.'

pamusha
,
ivo

'v )(' ,Ndamuona ari pamusha.

Ndavaona'varl pamusha.

Ndavaona'vari mumba.
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Ndamuona'aripo.

Ndavaona'aripo.

Ndavaona'varimwo.
I
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/

Ndakuona\lyl mUri
, /0 v'imwi mumba. Ndava na murimwo.• •

kudhibhi "v / mUri
,

Ndakuonanyl
,

NdakuonaJ;lyi kudhibhi. muriyo .•
/

Ndakuona' Uri
,

Ndakuona'Uriyo.iwe kudhibhi.

pamunda 'va' pamunda. Ndakuona'uripo.Ndakuon Uri

iye Ndamuona'ari pamunda. Ndamuona'aripo.

2. Indicative vs. tonal participial, hodiernal tense.

a. Low verb.

'Did you receive the letter?' tWhat will you do when you
receive the letter?1

kugashira , v '
M~agashlra tsamba here?

tsamba?

Tagashira tsamba here?

b. High verb.

'Have you sold the ground
nuts?'

tsamba?

"v '
Munolte~yi kana tagashira

tsamba?

'What will you do when
yourve sold the ground
nuts? I
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'v' .....",
Unolte~yi kana watengesa

nzungu.?

Anolteny i kana atengesa
•

,
nzungu?
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nzungu.?

c. Low verb.

'Have they arrived?' rWhat will we do when they
(have) "arrive(d)?1

kusvika
, ,

Vasvika here?
, ,

\Vasvika here?
,

Tasvika here?

M~asvlka here?

"v '
, ,

TinolteJtyi kana vasvika?

TinolteJtyl
, ,

kana asvika?

"v ' kana
,.,.. , ,

TinolteJtyi tasvika?

'v '
, ,

TinolteJtyi kana m~asvika?

d. High verb.

IHave they finished?1 rWhat will I do when they
(have) finish(ed)?1

Wapedza here?

, ,
Mwapedza here?

I

NdinolteJtyl
,

kana vapedza?

"v ' kana apedza?NdinolteJtyi

'v '
,

NdinolteJtyi kana wapedza?

NdinolteJtyl
,

kana m~apedza?

[After practicing the four sections of this drill separately,
combine them, mixing high verbs and low verbs.]

3. Hodiernal participial forms with an object prefix.

sadza
,

magwere

'Has Mother cooked sadza?1

, , ,,,
Mai vabika magwere here?

270

'What will we do when she
has cooked it?1

'v' ",TinolteJtyi kana varibika?

TinolteJtyl kana vaabika?
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" " " " vadzibika?nyimo Mai vabika nyimo here? Tinoite\1.yi kana

" here? Tinoitenyi vaabika?madima Mai vabika madima kana
I

" " Tinoitenyi vaubika?mupunga Mai vabika mupunga here? kana
I

" varibika?zingwa Mai vabika zingwa here? Tinoite\1.yi kana

" vachibika?ching-wa Mai vabika chingwa here? Tinoitenyi kana
I

zVQkudya " here? vazvibika?Mai vabika zvc;>kudya Tinoite\1.yi kana

, ,
" here? Ti.noi tenyi vaubika?murivo Mai vabika murivo kana

I

" Tinoite\1.yi vaibika?nyama Mai vabika nyama here? kana

4. Tonal participial forms, hesternal tense, with and without
an object prefix.

tWhy did you help the children?1
'Why did you help them?!

,
kuverenga bhuku

, , '" , ,
kusandisa banga

kugadzira kofi

, "
kumwa mvura

" """ "N~e~yi wakabatsira vapwere?

" ""N~e\1.yi wakavabatsira?

, " ,
N~e\1.yi wakaverenga iri bhuku?

N~e\1.yi wakarlverenga?

N~e\1.yi wakasandisa banga?

N~e~yi wakagadzira kofi?

~7]
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, ", ,
kutengesa zviyo
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N~e~yi wakatengesa zViyo?

N~e~yi wakazvitengesa?

, """ ,
N~e~yi wakasevenzesa sipo?

N~e~yi wakalsevenzesa?

5. A brief narrative which contains tonal participial forms
of a number of verbs.

",,, ,
Ndinononga matombo mumunda.

, "" yNdanonga matombo ndinorlma

munda.

, , ,,'\ , ,
Ndarima munda ndinodyara mbeu.

Mbeu dzabuda ndinodlrira.

Mbeu dzadirlrwa dzlnokura.

1 111 pick up stones in the field.

When lIve picked up the stones,
1 111 plow the field.

When l've plowed the field, 1 111
sow the seeds.

When the seeds have sprouted,
1 111 water [them].

When the seeds have been watered,
they grow.

6. Various forms of a single verb.

Ndadyara maruva. live planted some flowers.

; ,
zvino

,
hongu

, ,,,
Ndiri kudyara maruva.

Handlri kUdyara maruva.

Haari kUdyara maruva.

"" ""Ari kudyara maruva.
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1 1m planting flowers.

1 1m not planting flowers.

He isn1t planting flowers.

He is planting flowers.

He planted flowers
[today] .
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,
nezuro

nd:Lanl

,
ivo

rini

" , v vNdiani ~akadyara maruva?

, ", ,
Ndivanaani vakadyara maruva?

He planted flowers [before
today] .

Who planted flowers [before
today]?

Who (pl.) planted flowers
[before today]?

When did they plant the
flowers?

7. Various forms of a single verb.

ndiani

,
nezuro

, ,
mangwana

,
rini

kwete

,
nezuro

hongu

kuda

kuramba

kuregera

Ndasevha u~fu.

Ndiani ~asevha u~fu?

Ndiani anosevha u~fu?

Anosevha upfu rini?

Haasevhi u~fu.

Haana kusevha urfu.

Vakasevha u~fu.

Vakada kusevha u~fu.

~akaramba kusevha urfu.

~akaregera kusevha u~fu.
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I sifted the flour [today].

Who sifted the flour
[today]?

Who sifted the flour
[before today]?

Who will sift the flour?

When will he sift the flour?

He doesnft sift flour.

He didntt sift flour.

He sifted flour [before
today] .

He wanted to sift flour.

He refused to sift flour.

He stopped sifting flour.
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Oral reading practice, and material for practice conversations.
[The left-hand column may be used for English cues.]

Ndichambopfutsa ln~otO.

What do you
"\AI antit for?

What will you
cook in?

Will we get
enough to
eat?

Ndinoda kubika sadza.

Ndini ndicharibika.

Ndichabikira muhari diki.

Ndinofunga kudaro.

Pfutsa m~oto Sarah.

Ndaya kuda kubika.

Isa mvura muhari.

Sevha u~fu mwanangu.

274

Munouda weljyi?

Ndiani anobika sadza

nhasi?

Munobikira mupi?

Tinoriguta here?

Munoda wellyi?

Ndapfutsa m';Joto.

Ndaisa pachoto.
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Unza u~fu.

Runde, ibva pam~oto.

Raya kukwata.

275
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Zvakanaka mai.

Rari yavira here?
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lA Ndinodawo nzira yangu.

2B Murl kuenda kupiko?

3A Ndirl kuenda kwaMuradzikwa.

~B Pachikoro chalpo here?

", ,
-pfuura

5A Runde aSl ndinozopfuura'

,
zvangu.

, ,
-mira

ltd like [to be shown]
my way.

Where are you going?

1 1m going to Muradzikwa.

Right to the school?

to pass

Yes, but Illl go on
past.

to stand, stop

6B

7A

BB

9B

Unopfuura nepo usi~gamlrl here?
!>

Rongu.

Mungator~' zvenyu uyu mugwagwa.

Munoramba mUine (mune)

Will you pass there with
out stopping?

Yes.

You can take this road.

You bear left. (Iyou
continue (you) with
the left [hand]. t)

Supplementary vocabulary. Actions involved in the planting of
maize.

Kuti ndichlda kUdyara chibarwe,

ndinorlma munda wangu.

Ndoputsa mavhlng~a.

chibarwe (7)

, ,
-putsa

maize

to break

276

vhlng~a (5, 6) clod
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, , , , ,
Ndogadzira midarara.

Ndochera makomba.

Ndodonhesa mbeu nhatu mugomba.

, ,
Ndofusira zvishoma shoma.

Kuti ndapedza kufusira, ndohara

kuenzanisa ivu.

Kuti ndapedza ndomlrlra' mvura

kunaya.

Ndozoona kuti dzaya kUbuda here.

, , ,
mudarara

mutsara

-chera

gomba

-donhesa

-fusira
, ,

-hara

-enzanisa

,
ivu

, , ,
-mirira

-naya

(3,4) 1
(3,4) J

(5,6)

(5,6)

UNIT 28

line

to dig

hole

to drop

to cover

to harrow

to make
even

soil

to wait
for

to rain

1. Affirmative participial forms that contain the stem /-na/.

In the sentence:

Munoramba mUine wQkurunzere. You bear left.

the verb /-ramba/ is followed by the participial form /muine/
or (depending on dialect) /mune/ (cf. Unit 25, Note 2.) The
latter is perfectly regular from the point of view of the forms
discussed in Unit 27, Note 1. The former has the alternating
high and low tones that are characteristic of tonal participials,
but has the extra syllable /-i-/ which is not present in the
corresponding indicative /mune/. [For practice in using forms
of this kind, see Groups 7,8].
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As in the phrase:

pachikoro chalpo at the school itself

the element /-p-/ in /chalpo/ is in agreement with the locative
prefix /pa-/. Forms of this kind, with an appropriate concord
between /chal-/ and /-0/, may be constructed for any class,
with a meaning something like ttrue/trulyt, or Ireal/reallyl.
The concord for Class 8 /chaizvo/, with no antecedent, is used

.as a general adverbial intensifier; it is also sometimes used
alone during a lull in the conversation, much as in English
one might say tah, yes' or something of the sort. [For practice
with these forms, see Groups 1,2.]

3. Negative participial forms that correspond to the no-tense.

In Sentence 6:

Unopfuura nepo uSlQ~amlrl here?
there you-not-stopping?')

(tWill you pass

the word /uslQgamlrl/ is the negative counterpart 01' the affir
mative chi-participial /uchlmlra/ (or of the tonal participial
/Unomira7). Its formation is somewhat different however, in
two prinicipal ways:

(1) Like the negative indicative /halimlri/,
the negative participial ends with the vowel I-if.

(2) The negative participial is like the
affirmative tonal participials in that it begins with
a high tone reagardless of the person of the subject;
but the tonal pattern of the remaining syllables is
not that of the affirmative tonal participials.

The element /-singa-/ is pronounced /-sika-/ in some dialects.
The first tone of this may be hibh or low, also according to
dialect.
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As for the tones of the stem syllables in this form,
some dialects have basic tone (either high or low, depending
on which verb is involved) on the first syllable of the stem,
followed by high tone on the next two syllables of all verbs,
(except, of course, /-dini/ and the other interrogative pro
verbs). Other dialects have basic tone on the first syllable
of the stem, followed by alternating tones on the next syllables
if the stem does not contain more than three syllables:

either:

or:

written in
this book:

Low verb

, y ,""uSl:t;tgafusiri
!>

, y ,'"

uSl:t;tgafusiri
!o

y '" yus l:t;tgafusir..L
!o

High verb

y """uSl:t;tgasevenzi
!o

, y "'!uSl:t;tgasevenzl
!o

y "~"
uSl:t;tgasev~nzi

!o

.[For practice with these forms, see Groups 3-6.]

4. Negative participial forms that contain the stem prefix
plus /-na/.

Compare the sentences:

Handlna kuenda.

N~e~yi uSina kuenda?

I didntt go.

Why didntt you go?

The negative participial forms that correspond to indicative
affirmative forms (e.g. /hamuna/) and participial affirmative
(e.g. /muine/ ) that contain a subject prefix plus /-na/ consist
of the subject prefix plus the negative prefix /-si-/ plus /-na/.
The first syllable has high tone, and the remaining syllables have
alternating low and high tones. Thus, with an object concord,
the form is:

, , , ,
musinacho you[being] without it

[For practice with these forms, see Group 9.]
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5. Negative relative verbs.

Although no negative relative verbs have appeared in the
dialogues up to this point, their formation is so similar to
the negative participials that they will be introduced here
and drilled in this unit [Groups 5,10]. Negative relatives
are spelled exactly like the corresponding. negative participials.
They differ in pronunciation only in that the tones of the first
two syllables are low-high. Thus:

, , v ' Why don't go?N~e:t;lyi uSll;}.gaendi? you
!>

,
usil;}.~aendi. wonlt/Ndiwe It is you who

doesn't go.
,

, v ' e ' Why don1tN~el(yi uSll;}.gasev nzi? you work?
!I

Ndiwe usiQgasevenzi. It is you who doesn't/
!I wonlt work.

In the forms built on /-na/ as stem, there are two
possible tonal patterns. Present evidence does not permit
a statement as to the relative locations of the dialects
which favor one or the other of these pronunciations:

munda usina matombo

or:

munda usina matombo

written in the exercises:

munda usina matombo

a field that does not
have stones

[For practice with these forms, see Group 10.]

1. /chal~o/ with locative concords.

IIlm going right to the school itself. t

pachikoro , ""Ndiri kuenda pachikoro chaipo.
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patslme

mugomo
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Ndirl kuenda kumunda chalko.

Ndirl kuenda patslme chalpo.

Ndirl kuenda mugomo chaim~o.

UNIT 28

2. /chal-o/ with non-locative concords.

, ,
hama

,
shamwari

mUkoma

nzira

basa

mutauro

111.hando

Ndiyo shamwari yangu chaiyo.

Ndiye mukoma wangu chaiye.

Ndiyo nzira yangu chaiyo.

Ndircr basa rangu chairo.

Ndiwo mutauro wangu chaiwo.

Ndiyo mhando yangu chaiyo.

He is my true kinsman.

That is the only way
for me.

That is the work I
know well.

That is just like mine.

3. Negative indicative vs. negative participial, low verbs.

kuita basa

kubika sadza

kusevha u~fu

kupfutsa m~otc)

kugadzira tli

II won1t/donlt work
today. t

Handlbikl sadza n~asi.

Handlsevhl u~fu n~asi.

Handlpfutsl m~oto n~asi.

Handlgadzlri tii n~asi.

281

IWhy donlt you work?1

N~e~yi uSlQgaitl basa?
!>

N~e~yi uSlngabikl sadza?

N~e~yi uSlngasevhl u~fu?

N~e~yi uSlngapfutsl m~oto?

N~e~yi uSlngagadzlri tii?
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4. Negative indicative vs. negative participial, high verbs.

'They don't work.'

" " , " vkusanda Havasandl.

tWhy don't they work?'

N~e~yi vasi~~aSandl?

N~e~yi vasingatsvalrl

mumba?

"" "kusevenza

, ""kutengesa

/ " Clkutenderuka

" "" ,Havasevenzi.

"" ""Havatengesi.

,," ""Havatenderuki.

N~e~yi vasingasevenzl?

N~e~yi vasingatengesl?

N~e~yi vasingatenderukl?

5. Negative relative vs. negative participial, high and low
verbs.

kuenda

"iva

kuziva

"iye

kutaura

"" "kusevenza

kuchaira

'It is you who won't/
doesn't go. I

Ndlwe usi~~aendi.

" '" ,Ndivo vasingaendi.

" '':1( , vNdivo vas~ngazivl.

Ndiye asingazlvl.

, 'v ' vNdiye vaslngataurl.

Ndlwe usingataurl.

Ndiwe usingasevenzi.

" '" "v"
Ndim~i musingasevenzi.

Ndlm~i musingachalrl.

282

'Why don't you go?1

N~e~yi vasingazivl?

N~e~yi asingaz1vl?

N~e~yi vasingataurl?

N~e~yi usingasevenzl?

N~e~yi musingasevenzl?



,
iye

kufusira

,
kudaro
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,. " , v
Ndiye asingachairl.

, " , v
Ndiye asingafusirl.

UNIT 28

N~e~yi asingachalrl?

N~e~yi asingafuslrl?

N~e~yi asingadaro?

6. Negative indicative vs. negative participial, with object
prefixes.

rWe don1t like it. t

, v '
Hatirldi.

, v 'Hatizvldyi.

'v A 'Hatiucheki.

H t
: Vt AV.oa lmu svalrl.

H t t v At v .0a lvaba Slrl.

t v A ' v.o-Hatldzlsevenzesl.

Hatlhusevhl.

, , ,
Hatidzigezi.

, , ,
Hatiigadziri.

" ,
Hatidzidonhesi.

, , "
Hatizvienzanisi.

IWhy dontt you like it?1

N~e~yi musi~garldl?

N~e~yi musingazvldyl?

, '" ' A V
N~e~yi musingaadyarl?

N~e~yi musingamutsvalr!?

N~e~yi musingavabatslr!?

, , /\' '.0-

N~e~yi musingadzisevenzesi?

, "
N~e~yi musingahusevhi?

N~epyi musingadzlgezl?

, "
N~e~yi musingaigadziri?

N~evyi musingadzldonhesi?

, , "
N~evyi musingadzienzanisi?
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7. Affirmative indicative vs. affirmative participial forms
with the stem /-na/: change of person form question to answer.

,
ini

,
isu
,
iye
,
ivo

II have your money. I

, , /,

Ndine mari yako.

, """Tine mari yako.

, "" ,Ane mari yako.

, "" ,Vane mari yako.

tWhy do you have it?t
, ,,, ,

N~e~yi u}nayo?
, ,

N~e~yi mu}nayo?

N~e~yi a}nayo?

N~e~yi vainayo?

8. Affirmative indicative vs. affirmative participial forms
with the stem /-na/: change of object concord.

rnari
,. ,

mafuta

, ,
hari

tsamba
,

basykoro

Ndine mari yenyu.

Ndin~ mafut~ enyu.

Ndin~ u~fu hwenyu.

, ", , ,
Ndine hari yenyu.

Ndine tsamba yenyu.

Ndine basykoro renyu.

N~e~yi muinawo?

N~e~yi muinahwo?

N~e~yi mUinayo?

N~e~Yi mUinayo?

N~e~yi muinaro?

9. Negative indicative vs. negative participial forms with the
stem /-na/.

'There are no trees here. 1 lWhy are there no trees
he::ce? t

,
mumba

, , , ,
Hapana u~fu pano.

Hamuna u~fu mumba.
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mabhuku Hamuna mabhuku mumba.

kuchikoro Hakuna mabhuku kuchikoro.

UNIT 28

N~e~yi musina mabhuku mumba?

N~e~yi kusina mabhuku

,
kuchikoro?

, ,
vapwere

patslP1e

, ,
mV,ura

Hakuna vapwere kuchikoro.

"'" ,,, ,
Hakuna mvura kutsime.

, "" ,
N~enyi kUsina vapwere

kuchikoro?

, " ,
N~e~yi pas ina vapwere

,
patsime?

10. Negative relative forms based on the stem I-na/.

'We want a field without (T~hich does not haver) stones.'

munda

,
ivu

nzira

mugwagwa

Tinoda munda uslna matombo.

Tinoda iVu risina matombo.

Tinoda nzira islna matombo.

Tinoda mugwagwa uSlna matombo.

Tinoda gadheni rislna matombo.

Oral reading practice and material for practice conversations.

Munodyara se~yi chibarwe?

Ndinotanga ndarima

munda wangu.

Ndoputsa mavingwa.
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Ko munodyara se~yi?

Kwaya kuzoita se~yi?

Munoisa mbeu ngani

mugomba?

M~ozodini kana

m~apedza?

Dzinozobuda se~yi?

Dzinoita ma~ondo mangani

dziri muvu?

286

Ndinogadzira midarara

kutanga.

Kwaya kuchera makomba.

Ndoisa mbiri kana

nhatu ndofusira.

Ndinozohara kuenzanisa

ivu.

, v ')(
Mvura inonaya, dzobuda.

Ndinofunga ~ondo rimwe

dzlri muvu.
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Ndiani ~apfutsa m~oto?

Ndinoda kubika murivo.

Hongu, ndatogeza. Hari

yangu yavira here?

Ndigashidze murivo wangu.

UNIT 28

Ndini ndapfutsa.

Munouda weJtyi?

Mv,.'augeza here?

Hunde yavira.

Wati wapindurwa here?

I still need
to turn it.

Kwete ndichada kuupindura.

287



UNIT 29

BASIC DIALOGUE

SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 29

rwendo (11,10) journey

lA

2A

3B

4B

5B

6A

" , ,
rwenyu rWQkumusha.

'v' , ~Munolta se~yi kuti muchida
,

kuenda Amerika?

Unogona kuenda n~endege.

ngarava (9,10)
, ,

Ungandoend~zve kana
, ,

n~engarava.

, , ,
-kasika

,
kwazvo.

Tell me about your trip home.

What do you do when you want
to go to America?

airplane

You can go by plane.

ship

Or you can also go by ship.

to hurry, go fast

But the plane goes very fast.

How big is the city (of it)?

7B OhJ
" ,,, ,
Iguta guruguru.

-reba

Oh, it1s a very big city.

to become ong, tall

8A
", , ,

Zvivako zvaro zvakareba

senyi?
I

, , ;

-turikidzana

kunga

288

How tall are the buildings?

to build upon one
another

like, as
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9B
, ",

Zvakaturikidzana kunga

makomo.

They are built up on one
another like mountains.

Supplementary vocabulary. Verbs of physical description.

" " ,Ichi chivako chakareba kwazvo. This building is very tall.

-reba to become tall

, ,
-shata to become bad

HUku dzava dzakawanda. Their chickens are
numerous.

-wanda

1. Non-animate possessive pronouns.

to become numerous

The dialogue for this unit contains the sentence:

" " " ,Zvivako zvaro zvakareba se~yi?

How big is (its) city?

How tall are its
buildings?

The underlined forms are possessives, and the possessor involved
is non-personal. These forms contain not one but two concords.
The first concord in each of these words agrees with the thing
possessed, just as with the personal possessives /-angu, -aka/
etc. Thus the /r-/ in /racho/ is Class 5 to agree with /guta/,
and the /zv-/ of /zvacho/ agrees with /zvivaka/.

The second concord in each of these words indicates the
class of the possessor, if the possessor is specified: the /-r-/
in /zvaro/ agrees with /guta/. Where the possessor is not
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specified, the concord /-ch-/ of Class 7 may be used, as in
the first of the above examples. Note that the tonal pattern
i8 //'/ except when the second concord is a locative: /dzem¥o/
lof in it l • [For practice with these forms, see Groups la~c.J

2. Independent nouns. [NB This was covered in less detail
in l6.lJ

The dialogue contains the sentences:

Compare also:
,

mugwagwa

How big is its city?

It is a large city.

road

The road is long.

a long road (Ia road
which is long l )

It is a long road. (iIt
is a road which is long. I)

Except for its first and second person forms, an
indicative verb (e.g. /wakareba/) has high tone on its first
prefix, and it serves as the nucleus of its sentence. A relative
verb (e.g. /w~kar~ba/) does not serve as the nucleus of its
sentence, and-it has low tone on its first prefix.

1~ouns do not usually serve as nucleus of a sentence,
and the tone of noun prefixes is ordinarily low: /mugwagwa/.
But a noun may also be used as a nucleus of a sentence, or even
as a sentence by itself:

It is a road.

It is a long road.
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When a noun is used in this way, the tone of its prefix is
high, as in the above examples. The first 01' two or more con
secutive low tones following the prefix becomes high also.

What has just been said applies quite clearly to nouns
in classes that have overt syllabic prefixes. These are all of
the classes except 5, 9, and 10. Nouns of these last three
classes follow the rule just stated for the other classes,
except that the 'dummy prefix! /i-/ carries the high tone:
/guta/ tcity! but /lguta/ lit is a city. t

In westerly dialects, one or more high stem tones that
follow the high-toned prefix may be lowered. Thus:

Simple form

hUku chicken

shuka sugar

mUkomana boy

chivako building

Independent form

lhuku it is a chicken

lshuka it is sugar

mUkomana it is a boy

chlvako it is a building

This seems to be the case in most or all dialects, if the prefix
is followed by only one syllable:

mut{ tree mutl (and not */mut{/)

[For practice with these forms, see Groups 2,3.]

3. The reciprocal extension /-an-/.

The extension /-an-/ is added to verb stems to carry
the idea of reciprocity:

, , ,
Vanoona. They see.

, , , ,
Vanovaona. They see them.

Vanozvlona. They see themselves.

, , , ,
another.Vanoonana. They see one
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[For practice with these forms, see Group 4.]

1. Possessives with two concords: /-a-o/.

a. /-aro/ tOur town has many buildings. fIts buildings are
numerous. t

dzimba

zvitoro

migwagwa

zVizhlnjl.

DhoroQa redu rine dzimba

zhinji.

DhoroQa redu rine zvitoro

zvizhinji.

DhoroQa redu rine migwagwa

mizhinji.

Dzimba dzaro dzakawanda.

Zvitoro zvaro zvakawanda.

Migwagwa yaro yakawanda.

ofisi

DhoroQa redu rine huku zhinji. Huku dzaro dzakawanda.

DhoroQa redu rine ofisi Ofisi dzaro dzakawanda.

zhinji.

mabasykoro DhoroQa redu rine mabasekoro

mazhinji.

Mabasikoro aro akawanda.

motokari DhoroQa redu rine motokari

zhinji.

Motokari dzaro dzakawanda.

zhlnjl.
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vadzi.dza

,
mabhuku

marl

mhuka

mitl

matombo

michero
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Chikoro chedu chine mipanda

mizhlnjl.

Chikoro chedu chine vadzldza
, ,

vazhinji.

Chikoro chedu chine mabhuku

mazhinji.

Chikoro chedu chine mari

zhinji.

Mugomo rekwedu mune mhuka
, ,

zhinji.
, ,

Mugomo rekwedu mune miti

mizhinji.
, ,

Mugomo rekwedu mune matombo

mazhinji.

, .I

Mugomo rekwedu mune michero

mizhinji.

UNIT29

Mipanda yacho yakawanda.

Vadzidza vacho vakawanda.

Mabhuku acho akawanda.

Mari yacho yakawanda.

[Tones of rekwedu??]

Mhuka dzemwo dzakawanda.
I

,
Miti yem~o yakawanda.

,
Matombo em~o akawanda.

,
Michero yemwo yakawanda.

I

[After the three sections of this exercise have been mastered
separately, the tutor should select sentences at random from
Column 2 in any of the three sections, and the student should
reply with the appropriate sentence from Column 3.]
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2. Independent forms of nouns: indicative vs. relative verbs.

kunaka

nzira

kureba

mugwagwa

IThis town is good. t

Iyi nzira yakanaka.

Iyi nzira yakareba.

Uyu mugwagwa wakareba.

lIt is a very good town. I

Inzlra yakanaka kwazvo.

Inzlra yakareba kwazvo.

Mugwagwa wakareba kwazvo.

Uyu mugwagwa wakashata. Mugwagwa wakashata kwazvo.

,
vana

kUkura

masimo

I'

vana

Ava vana vakashata.

Ava vana vakakura.

I'

Awa masimo akakura.

Awa masimo akafanana.

Ava vana vakafanana.

Vana vakashata kwazvo.

Maslmo akakura kwazvo.

Maslmo akafanana kwazvo.

Vana vakafanana kwazvo.

michero

kuwanda

Iyi michero yakafanana. Mlchero yakafanana kwazvo.

Iyi michero yakawanda. Mlchero yakawanda kwazvo.

3. Noun after linking prefix vs. independent, noun.

a. Nouns without a class prefix.

tTell us about your city. I

guta Tutaurire~yu n~eguta renyu.

gadheni Titaurire~yi n~egadheni renyu.

huku Titaurire~yi n~ehuku dzenyu.

~oillbe Titaurire~yi n~e~ombe dzenyu.

basa Titaurire~yi n~ebasa renyu.

294

lIt is a very good city.1

Iguta rakanaka kwazvo.

I' I'

Igadheni rakanaka kwazvo.

I' V v
Ihuku dzakanaka kwazvo.

f~ombe dzakanaka kwazvo.

I' I'

Ibasa rakanaka kwazvo.



danga

imba

tsapl
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Titaurire~yi n~edanga renyu.

Titaurire~yi n~eimba yenyu.

Titaurirevyi n~etsapi yenyu.

UNIT 29

idanga rakanaka kwazvo.

imba yakanaka kwazvo.

itsapl yakanaka kwazvo.

b. Nouns with a class prefix.

" Titaurirevyichikoro n~echikoro chenyu.

musika Titaurirevyi n~emusika wenyu.

munda Titaurirevyi n~emunda wenyu.

" Titaurirevyi n~emitimiti yenyu.

" Titaurire~yizvinanazi n~ezvinanazi

zvenyu.

" chenyu.chirongo Titaurirevyi n~echirongo

Chlkoro chakanaka kwazvo.

Muslka wakanaka kwazvo.

Munda wakanaka kwazvo.

Mlti yakanaka kwazvo.

ZVlnanazl zvakanaka kwazvo.

Chlrongo chakanaka kwazvo.

"rwizi Titaurirevyi n~erwizi rwenyu. Rwizi rwakanaka kwazvo.

[After the two sections of this exercise have been mastered
separately, they should be combined.]

4. Various forms of verbs that contain the reciprocal extension
I-an-I.

kUbatslra

" "mangwana

kuona

Vachabatsirana mangwana.

Vanoonana mazuva ~se.
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They helped one another
yesterday.

They will help one another
tomorrow.

They will see one another
tomorrow.

They see one another
every day.



UNIT 29

kutaurira

,
nezuro

kubikira

, ,
mangwana
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, , , , , ,
Vanotaurirana mazuva ~se. They talk with one

another every day.

Vakataurirana nezuro. They talked with one
another yesterday.

, , ,
Vakabikirana nezuro.

, , ,
Vachabikirana mangwana.

They will part from
one another tomorrow.

They parted from one
another this morning.

Oral reading practice, and material for practice conversations.

Ndiri kutsvaka nzira

lnoenda Nyanga.

Tara lnosvlka paWatsamba.

Handlpazlvl paWat-

, , ,
Torayi iyi nzira.

, , , ,
Inosvika paWatsomba.

Ndazaendepl ndasvlka

apo?
, , , , ,

Unotora nzira iri kurudyi.

, , , , ",
Hapana inotsauka

,
here?
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DZQse dZlnoenda kurunzere.

", "Zvino ini ndinozodini

apo?

Unoramba undorl kurudyl.

, " vNdiyo inoSvlka parwendo

, , , " ,
Mfazvilta~Tozoonanazve.

" ,
M~azvi}ta.
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lA

2B

3A

4B

5A

6B

7A

8B

9B

-rasa

R:Lniko?

~ " "Musi w<j)Mugobera.

" " ~Wakambotsvaka here?

~ "Ndakabvira kushaya.

"" " ~
Tingamboedz~zve here?

, ,,, , ~

Ngatiende tibvezve apo

tavamba.

~

-va

pfungwa (9,10)

to throwaway, to
lose

I lost my money here.

When?

On Saturday.

Have you looked for [it]
at all.

I tried my best (II tried
such as I am abler).

So what happened?

I failed completely.

Can we try again for a bit?

Letls go and [start] again
where we began.

to become, be

thought

That would be a good idea.

Supplementary vocabulary. Starting a new school.

, "v 'Kuti tichida kuvamba chikoro

chitsva, tinogara pasi

n~vabereki.

If/when we want to start
a new school, we sit
down with the parents.
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-pangana

mafamblre (6)

UNIT 30

to decide

ways of running

Topangana mafamblre echlkoro.

, ,
-reva

,,, , "
Dzimwe nguva zvinoreva

, A v' "imba yQkufundira.

, ""-unganidza

'V ')t V 'Vabereki vounganldza mario

-kanya

-kanyisa

chidhlna (7,8)

muvakl (1,2)

Vokanyisa zvidhlna nQkutsvaka

muvakl.
, , ,

-daidza

siplkita

siplkita.

Siplkita nqmufamblrl W@chlkoro

votaura.

Then we decide how the
school will be run.
(S ... the ways-of-running
of the school I)

to speak

Sometimes, it requires a
building for study.

to collect

Then the parents collect
the money.

to mold

to cause to mold

brick

builder

Then they have the bricks
made, and look for a
builder.

to call, invite

school inspector

When the school is finished,
then they call the
school inspector.

Then the inspector and
the school superintendent
speak.



UNIT 30

" " "-nyoresa
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to cause to write,
to enroll

"mabhuku.

-tuma

Vafundls1/Vadzldzlsl

vototUmlrwa.

" ,,,
Chikoro chovambwa.

Then the children are
enrolled, and books
are bought.

to send (a person)

Teachers are assigned.

Then school is begun.

1. SUbjunctive forms of verbs.

In the sentence:

Letls go and [start] again from where we
began.

the word /tlbve/ is a new form of /-bva/ Ito go from l .

This form is called SUBJUNCTIVE. Subjunctives differ from
other forms in two ways:

(1) the subject prefix (/ti-/ in this example) may
stand immediately before the root (/-bv-/ in this example).
There is no prefix syllable associated with the subjunctive.

(2) The final vowel in all dialects is /-e/. Another
characteristic of subjunctives is that the subject prefix
has high tone regardless of person. The first stem syllable
is also high (e.g. /tlende/ tthat we may gol) unless it is
also the last syllable of the word (as in /tlbve/). At
least some diaiects have a tonal difference in the sub
junctive between high and low verbs with three or more
stem syllables:
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Low:

High:

" "" ,titaure

" " '" ,tisevenze
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that we may speak

that we may work

UNIT 30

Subjunctives may have aspect prefixes (/-mbo-, -zo-/ etc.)
and/or object prefixes but no tense prefixes (/-no-, -ka-, -cha-/
etc.). [For practice with subjunctive forms, see Group 5.]

2. Hortative forms of verbs.

In the same sentence which was cited in the preceding
note, was found the word /ngatlende/ 'letts got. This is a
HORTATIVE form of /-enda/.

In its form, the hortative consists simply of an
initial prefix /nga-/ plus the subjunctive as described
above. Hortative forms that have a first person plural
subject (as in the example) are ordinarily translated into
English with tletts I With other subject prefixes,
modern English may use a variety of translations.

{

Let the stones be removed.
Have the stones removed.
The stones should be removed.

A hortative form, unlike its subjunctive counterpart,
is always the principal verb in its clause. It may be
followed by one or more subjunctive verbs:

Ngatldye.

Letts go home.

Letts eat.

Ngatlende kumusha tldye. Letts go home [and] eat.

[For practice with hortative verbs, see Groups 1-5.]
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3. Tonal participials used after the linking prefix (or,
according to dialect, after a distal demonstrative).

Group 6 contains the sentences:

Takaona munda w~vakarima. We saw the field that
they ploughed.

We ate the food that
they cooked. I

In these sentences, /w~vakarima/ modifies /munda/,
and /r~vakabika/ modifies /sadza/. The two verb forms are
thus comparable to English relative clauses.

Shona verb forms that correspond to English relative
clauses were discussed in Unit 11, Note 1. These were used
in sentences like:

( )
, / v

Nzira inosvlka •.. I(The path) which gets to .•. 1

(Munhu)
, " , ,
anoziva ••• t(The person) who knows ••• I

In constructions of this kind, the subject prefix of
the relative verb agrees with or refers to some noun in the
preceding part of the sentence: /1-/ agrees with /nzira/, and
/a-/ agrees with /munhu/.

In the two sentences cited at the beginning of this
note, the subject prefix of the last verb (/va-/ does not
agree with anything that precedes it (e.g. /munda/ or lSadza/).
Furthermore, the tonal pattern of the verb is participial
(Unit 27, Note 1 ) and not relative (Unit 11, Note 1).
Most striking of all, the verb /vakar1ma/ follows a prefix
which consists of a concordial element plus the linking pre
fix, (i.e. /w~-/ and /r~-/). It is these concordial elements
/w-/ and /r-/ which agree with something else in the sentence
(respectively /munda/ and /sadza/).

In some forms of Manyika, and perhaps elsewhere, the
combination of concord plus linking prefix is not used. In
stead, the distal demonstrative is used, followed by a tonal
participial. So, for example:
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apo tavamba }
p~tavamba

izvo ndinogona

}
zv~ndrnogona

where we began

such as I am able

[For practice with this use of participial forms, see
Groups 6-8.]

1. Infinitive vs. hortative, high verbs.

, , ,
kukasika

(iye)

kusanda

(isu)

'We aren't hurrying. ,
, , , ,

Hatiri kukasika.

Haari kukas{ka.

, "Haari kusanda.

, "Hatiri kusanda.

ILet I S hurry. r

, , , ,
Ngatikasike.

" " ,Ngaakasike.

" ,Ngaasande.

, , "
Ngatisande.

", , ,
Ngatidyare mbeu.

(iye)

kusevenza

(isu)

Haari kusevenza.

Hat{ri kusevenza.

, " , ,
Ngaadyare mbeu.

,., , ,
Ngaasevenze.

, , , ,
Ngatisevenze.

2. Infinitive vs. hortative, low verbs.

kuita basa

({vo)

IWe aren1t working. I

,
Hatiri kuita basa.

Havari kuita basa.

ILetfs do some work.'

Ngat{ite basa.

Ngavalte basa.
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kupfutsa m~oto

(isu)

kufusira mbeu

(ivo)
, ,

kuvidza mvura

(isu)

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Hav~ri kupfutsa m~oto.

Hatiri kupfutsa m~oto.

Hatlri kufusira mbeu.

Havari kufusira mbeu.
, , ,

Havari kuvidza mvura.
, , ,

Hatiri kuvidza mvura.

,,,,, ,
Ngatipfutse m~oto.

Ngatlfusire mbeu.

, , , , ,
Ngatividze mvura.

3. Hortative (1 pl.) vs. hodierna1 indicative (1 sg.) with
/-to-/.

kuisa

kupfutsa
, ,

kucheka

.. ,
kutenga

kugadzira

kubura

kuverenga

kutaura

kUdaro

kuedza

ILetts put the pot on
the fire. I

, ,,, "" ,
Ngatiise hari pachoto.

"" ,Ngatipfutse m~oto.

~" , ,
Ngaticheke murivo.

"" "" ,Ngatindotenge munyu.
, , , ,

Ngatigadzire dovi.
, , , , ,

Ngatibure sadza muhari.

, , , ,
Ngatitaure naye.

, ,
Ngatidye.

Ngatldaro. Letts do
like that/Letts go.

, ", ,
Ngatiedzezve.

Jl1ve already put the pot
on the fire. r

"v ,,, ,
Ndatolsa hari pachoto.

, v 'Ndatopfutsa m~oto.

, " "Ndatocheka murivo.

",,, ,
Ndatotenga munyu.

Ndatogadzira dovl.

, v ' ,
Ndatobura sadza muhari.

Ndatoverenga iro bhuku.

Ndatotaura naye.

Ndatodya.
, ,

Ndatodaro.

Ndatoedzazve.
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4. Sentences that contain hortative verbs.

UNIT 30

Sadza ngarikwate zvishoma.

Vapwere nga~agare pasi.

Matombo ngaapere kubva munzira.

, "" ,Ivu ngarienzaniswe.

" " , ,Chirongo ngachiunzwe.

"" "Nyama ngaigochwe.

5. Infinitive vs. subjunctive.

Let the sadza bubble a little.

Let the children sit down.

Letts get rid of the stones
from (in) the path.

Let the soil be levelled.

Have an earthen pot brought.

Let the meat be roasted.

Have the murivo chopped up.

Let the groundnuts be roasted.

IThey1re in the house sewing. t ILet 1s go into the house and sew. t

vari mumba kusona.

vari mumba kubika.

vari mumba kutaurirana.

, , " "" ""Vari mumba kucheka murivo.

vari mumba kugadzira tii.

,," , ""Vari mumba kumwa tii.

vari mUkba kugeza ndlro.

vari mumba kuverenga.

~ "" , "" ,Ngatipindewo mumba tibike.

Ngatipindewo mumba tlverenge.
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6. Participials in constructions that modify nouns.

a. Low verbs.

IThey ploughed the field. r

Vakarima munda.
,

Vakabika sadza.
, , ,

Vakadonhesa mbeu.

Vakaenzanisa ivu.

Vakapfutsa m~oto.

, ,
Vakagadzira choto.

, ,
Vakachera makomba.

b. High verbs.

, " ,
Vakadyara chibarwe.

, ,
Vakavaka imba.

Vakatenga nguruve.

Vakavaka tsapi.

Vakatengesa Illombe.

Vakamaira vanhu.
, , ,

Vakasevenzesa matemo.

tWe saw the field that they ploughed. I

Takaona munda w~vakarima.

Takaona sadza r~vakabika.

Takaona mbeu dz~vakadonhesa.

Takaona ivu r~vakaenzanisa.

Takaona m~oto w~vakapfutsa.

,
Takaona choto ch~vakagadzira.

Takaona makomba ~vakachera.

Takaona
,
ch~vakadyara.chibarwe

,
Takaona imba yg.vakavaka.

Takaona nguruve dz~vakatenga.

,
dz~vakavaka.Takaona tsapi

Takaona Illombe dz~vakatengesa.

Takaona vanhu v~vakamaira.

Takaona " ""matemo ~vakasevenzesa.

[After the two sections have been mastered separately, they
should be combined.]
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7. Hodiernal, indicative vs. participial.

a. Low verbs.

UNIT 30

II received a letter. t

NJagashira tsamba.

Ndasevha u~fu.

Ndaverenga bhuku.

b. High verbs.

Ndapiwa marie

Ndanyora tsamba.

Ndaunza'banga.

II lost/threw away the letter that I
received. t

Ndarasa tsamba y~ndagashira.

Ndarasa u~fu hw~ndasevha.

Ndarasa'bhuku r~ndaverenga.

Ndarasa tii y~ndagadzira.

Ndarasa mari y~ndakapiwa.

Ndarasa chigero ch~ndakatenga.

Ndarasa tsamba y~ndakanyora.

, " "Ndarasa banga r~ndakaunza.

8. Indicative vs. tonal participial, no-tense.

a. Low verbs.

tWhat work do you do?t

"v "Unolta basa:t;lyi?

" v 'Unotaura mutaur0:t;lyi?

" v "A V AUnogadzire:t;lyi zV~kumwa?

tHe wants to do the work that you do. 1

Anoda kuita basa r~unoita.

Anoda kutaura mutauro w~unotaura.

Anoda kugadzira zV~kumwa zv~unogadzira.
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b. High verbs.

, "" ,Unopiwa mari~yi?

"" , ,Unotenga zVinhu~yi?

", "" "vUnofundira kUpl?

SHONA BASIC COURSE

, , "" ,
Anoda kupiwa mari y~Unopiwa.

Anoda kufundira kwaunofundira.

9. Various forms of a single verb.
, , ,

Vari kutsvaka mari They are looking for
the money that was
lost.

" , ,
ndivanaani

, v
papl

kwete

,
nezuro

ndivanaani

, ,
mangwana

Ndivanaani vari kutsvaka

"" ,Ndavaona vari kutsvaka

mari yakaraswa.

vari kutsvakira papl mari

yakaraswa?
,

Havari kutsvaka

mari yakaraSv.la.
, ,

Havana kutsvaka mari

yakaraswa.
, , , , , ,

Ndivanaani vasina kutsvaka

mari yakaraswa?
, , , , ,

Ndivanaani vanozotsvaka
, ,

mari yakaraswa mangwana?
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Who are looking for
the lost money?

I saw them looking for
the lost money.

Where are they looking
for the lost money?

They aren 1 t looking for
the lost money.

They didn't look for
the lost money.

Who all didn't look
for the lost money?

Who all will look for
the lost money tomor
row?
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Oral reading practice, and materials for practice conver
sations.

UNIT30

Have you ever
been to Bu
lawayo?

Yes, I often
go there.

Wakambobva Bhuruwayo

here?

Hunde, ndinonyanya

kuendako.

How do you go? Unoenda se~yi?

Sometimes by
bus and some
times by train.

Dzimwe nguva nebhazi

kana nechitima.

Which do you
prefer?

The bus, be
cause it is
faster.

Chi~yi ch~ungadisa?

Uri kutsvakenyi?
I

, ,
Bhuku:t;lyi?

Wariverenga here?

Unorida here?

309

,
Bhazi, nokuti rino-

kasika.

Ndiri kutsvaka bhuku.

Bhuku rawakandipa

nezuro.

Ndakarivamba nezuro

,
manheru.
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Sara aripiko?

Vari kuiteIjyi?

Vanopedza rini?

M~amboona Baba

Mbutsa here?

Ndinoridisa' kwazvo.

Ndamuona ari kubatsira'

mai.

Vari mumba kubika

sadza.

Ndinofunga garegare.

Ndinofunga vari

kurima. Ndavaona'

vari kuenda kumunda.

Handinatsi kuziva munda

wavo. Uripi?

~ ~

Iyi inzira yedu

here?

Ngatiendayo t~se.

310

Handinatsi kuziva.

Zvino tayapl?
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Ngatitenderuke.

Tipinde munzira yedu.

Baba vako havari

kumundasu? J

Kundodlni?

Ndinofunga kuenda

kudhoro9a n1;lasi.

Handin~ munhu w~kuenda

naye. Ndinoenda

(rAt what hour Tingaend~ nguva~yi?

(what time)
can we go? 1 )

(f[At] whatever
[time] you say. I)
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Taya munzira Y9kuKamba.

Tiende kupi?

Vambopinda mumba.

Kundotora badza i~rva.

, , "
Unoenda naani?

Uchida tingaend~ t9se.
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In Units 31-40, as in Units 21-30, the writing of tone

marks is diminished. The student is responsible for supplying

the tones as he speaks; if necessary he should also write them

into the book.

Another transfer of responsibility which is made in Units

31~40 has to do with the grammar notes. In previous units,

these have been in the form of explanations accompanied by

examples. In the units which follow they are in the form of

questions which the student is expected to answer, using the

data presented in the dialogue and exercises.
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UNIT 31

UNIT 31

lA Where did you last see (rleave r )

"nltasi ? Father today?

2B

3A

4B

SA

6c

7A

8e

dare(S) matare(6)

" Xl<sabhuku

Vaenda kudare

kwasabhuku.

Hongu ndanzwa dare
"

" ,mangwanani.

-dzoka

Maslkatl shewe.

, ",,,,,
Masikati akanaka.

-tonga

Kwaitongwe~yl kudare?

cheqlombe.

council, court

headman

He went to the headman 1s council.

Yes, I heard of the council this

morning.

to return

There they come.

Good day, sir.

Good day.

to judge, decide a legal
case

What was the [chief] topic at the
council?

They talked about the cattle tax.
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Supplementary vocabulary. Topics that m~ght be discussed at a
headman's court.

,
nyaya

nhau

kumangara 'to make a formal complaint t

, complained that his field had been eaten by cattle.'

1. The prefix /sa-/ in titles.

~he word /sabhuku/ consists of /bhuku/ 'book' with
the prefix /sa-/. Note that the high tone of this prefix
makes it sound different from /sa-/ tlike, as t . The prefix
/sa-/ is described in Hannan's Shona Dictionary as indicating
'ownership, guardianship, user'. Thus /sabhuku/ is the
custodian of the tax rolls. Other examples given in the
dictionary are /saimba/ thouseholder!, /sazita/ lnamesake t •

1. Tonal participles that contain the prefix /-no-/.

'I see something.'

"" ,Ndinoona chinhu.

Ndatenga chinhu.
, ,

Ndichagadzira chinhu.
,

Ndadonhesa chinhu.

Ndarasa chinhu.
,

Ndinoda chinhu.

Ndatengesa chinhu.
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tWhat do you see?' (rWhat-thing
of you-seeing?!)

Ch{nhu~y{ ch~unoona?
, ,

Chinhu~yi ch~watenga?

Ch{nhu~y{ ch~uchagadzira?

Ch{nhu~y{ ch~wadonhesa?
, ,

Chinhu~yi ch~warasa?
, ,

Chinhu~yi ch~unoda?
, ,

Chinhu~yi ch~watengesa?
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2. Contrast in tone between indicative and participial tone
patterns.

,
Vana vari kuitenyi?

I

" ,
M~asiya vana vari

kuiteJ;lyi?

, " " "Vana vari kutamba zvavo.

Taslya vana vari kutamba'

zvavo.

, " ,,;'\ "
Vana vari kufundira zv.avo.

~ ~ , ""'J. •

Tasiya vana varl
, , /\ "

kufundira zvavo.

, "Vana vari kupangana
, " "kundotamba zvavo.

" , "-#Tasiya vana vari kupangana
, ,... "

kundotamba zvavo.

, , "
Vana vakarara.

Taslya vana vakarara.

What are the children doing?

What were the children doing
when you left them?

The children are playing.

We left the children playing.

The children are studying.

The children were studying
when we left them.

3. Negative tonal participial verbs.

" , ,
Ana mari here? Does he have money?

Haana marl. He has no money_
'v" , "Takamusiya asina marl. We left him he-being without

money.
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" "" "Anoziva here?
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Does he know?
" " "Haazivi.

"y"" " ""Takamusiya asingazivi.

"" " """Hatina kuda kumusiya.
" y " " AI" "Takamusiya tisingadi.

"M't;Jakataura here?
" "Hatina kutaura.

" y " ,,~ "Takamusiya tisina

kutaura.

" "" "M't;Jakamuona here?l'1

Hatina kumuona.
" y " ",." "Takamusiya tisina
"" " 'kumuona.

" v ~ "" "
M~akamubatsira here?

"" """"Hatina kumubatsira.
"v"" 'V "Takamusiya tisina
"" ""kumubatsira.

He doesnft know.

We left him without his
knowing.

Did you want to leave him?

We didntt want to leave him.

We left him unwillingly.

Did you speak?

We didn1t speak.

We left him without speak
ing.

Did you see him?

We didn1t see him.

We left him without seeing
him.

Did you help him?

We didn1t help him.

We left him without helping
him.

4. Tonal participials that follow the linking prefix, in
'relative' func~ion.

" " ,Ndaona munhu.
" V " 'YHandimuziv.L.

" "Ndaona munhu

wand'Isingazivi.

I saw someone.

I dontt know him.

I saw a person that I don 1 t
know.
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I'V , ,

yandisingagoni kuverenga.

, "Ndatambira tsamba.
, ,

Handigoni kuiverenga.
, ,,,

Ndatambira tsamba

, , ,
Wataura mazwi.

'';( ,
Handia:t;lZW1.

, , ,
Wataura mazwi

"" , ,
<tndisinga:t;lzwi .

.., ,
Anotaura mutauro.

, , ,
Handiutauri.

Anotaura mutauro
,.."" , ,

w<tndisingatauri.

, ,
Anoita iro basa.

" ,Handiriiti.
, ,
Anoita basa

"', , ,
r<tndisingaiti.

, ,
\iakadya chinhu.

Hand:Lchldy:L.
, ,

Wakadya chinhu
I

'Y ' / ,
ch<tndlsingadyi.

Anoda bhuku.
, ,

Handinaro.
, , ,
Anoda bhuku

I received a letter.

I can I t -read it.

I got a letter that I can't
read.

You said something ('some words l ).

I don't understand it (Ithem!).

You said something that I

don't understand.

He speaks a language.

I don1t speak it.

He speaks a language that
I don l t speak.

He does that work.

I don l t do it.

He does work that I don't
do.

He ate something.

I donft eat it.

He ate something that I
don't eat.

He wants a book.

I don1t have it.

He wants a book that I don1t
have.
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, / / ,
Anoona mhuka.

Handldzlonl.

Anoona mhuka
"" "vdZi-ndisingaonl.

He sees some wild animals.

I don't see it.

He sees wild animals that
I don't see.

5. Indicative vs. imperative or subjunctive; subjunctive as
the second verb, following an imperative or a hortative verb.

/ , / /

¥aenda kugadheni here? Did he go to the garden?
, , , ,

Ngaaende kugadheni. Have him go to the garden.
, / / , ,

Wadirira mbeu here? Did he water the seeds?
I

"" , , ,
Ngaadirire mbeu. Have him water the seeds.

, , , , ,
Ngaaende kugadheni adirire Have him go to the garden and'

// water the seeds.
mbeu.

, , / "" / ,
Ari kuramba achikurunga here? Is she continuing to stir?

,,/ / , /" ,
Ngaarambe achikurunga.

Mapundu apera here?
, / """Mapundu ngaapere.
"" , " /" /Ngaarambe achikurunga

, "" /mapundu apere.

/ / , ,
M~atoputsa mavhing~a here?

"" ,
Putsa~yi mavhing~a.

, ,,/ , ,
Ivu riri nyore here?

, "" ,Ivu ngarive nyore.

putsa~yi mavhing~a ivu
, ,

rive nyore.
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She should keep stirring.

Are all the lumps gone?

All the lumps should disappear.

Have her keep on stirring so
the lumps disappear.

Have you already broken up the
clods?

Break up the clods.

Is the earth soft?

Let the earth be soft.

Break up the clods so that
the earth will be soft.
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Wapfutsa m~oto here?
, ,

Pfutsa m~oto.

Tinoda kugocha nyama.
, , ,

Ngatigoche nyama.
, "" ,Pfutsa m,oto tigoche

nyama.

, , ,
Tichakanya zvidhina.

, , ,
Ngatikanye zvidhina.

Tichaplsa zVidhlna.
, , , ,

Ngatipise zvidhina.
, , , ,

Ngatikanye zvidhina
, ,

tiplse.

Have you lit the fire?

Light the fire.

We want to cook some meat.

Letts cook some meat.

Light the fire so we [can]
cook some meat.

Weill make some bricks.

Letts make some bricks.

We'll burn the bricks.

Letts burn the bricks.

LetJs make some bricks and
burn [them].

Reading and conversation practice.

Muri kuda kuvaka chikoro

chitsva here?

Hongu, takatogara pasi

n~kupangana.

Mwaya nenyi zvino?• •
Takatonkanyisa n~kupisa

zvidhina.

Muvaki rn\iaya naye here?

Hongu vaya pano.

Munofunga kuvamba rini?

Do you want to build a new school?

Yes, we1ve already sat down and
made plans.

What do you have up to now?

Welve already had the bricks made
and burned.

What about a builder? Do you have
one?

Yes, he (Itheyf) is here now.

When do you expect to begin~
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Next month.

Munovakira papi?

Apo takapiwa naSipikita.

~unofunga kupedza rini?

Tinoda kuti ifundirwe
,

gore rinouya.

" " )0\Ndanzwa sabhuku achitaura
I

n~echibharo.

Wati kudini?
I

~ati vanhu v~se ngavaunze

chibharo uko ari.

Anoenda rini nacho kuNyanga?

Handizivi, zvimwe vhiki

rlnouya.

Where are you going to build?

The place assigned to us by the
Inspector.

When do you expect to finish?

We want it to be used for study
next year.

I heard the headman talking about
the tax.

What did he say?

He said everyone should bring
the tax to him (Ito where he isl).

When is he taking it to Nyanga?

I don't know. Maybe next week.

Im';Ji m~ati mwaendesa here? Have you sent yours?•
Kwete" handisati ndachiona. No" I haven1t get it yet.

Changu,tichaenda nacho 1 1m going to take mine this

manheru ano.
evening.
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hokwa (9,10)

(-koka)

muchato (3,4)
(-chata)

lA Kune hokwa y~muchato.

invitation

to invite a number of people

wedding

to marry

There's an invitation to a wed
ing.

2A Vanhu vazhlnjl vakakokwa. Many people were invited.

3B

4A

5B

-sanganisa
, ", "

Ndiani anozovasanganisa?

musandlri (1,2)

Ndlmusandlri wekwaMutare.
~

rugashiro (11)
'" v' ,Rugashiro rWQkutanga

ruri papi?

mulmbl (1,2)

6A paMundenda. Valmbl

to cause to join one another

Who will marry (I joint) them?

minister of the gospel

It's a minister from Umitali.

reception

Where will the first reception
be?

singer

At Mundenda. The singer will

vanozobva kwaMutambara. corne from Mutambara.

7A Vanozodaldza'shamwarl

zhlnJl.

chipo (7,8)

(cf. -pa tto give t )

8B M~aya nezvlpo here?

9A Handlsatl ndaya nacho.

-nonoka

lOB Usanonoka/Usanonoke.
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They will invite a lot of friends.

gift

Do you have a gift yet?

I donrt have one yet.

to delay, be late

Don't delay'
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Supplementary vocabulary. Housekeeping chores.

Ndinotsvaira mumba.

Ndinogeza mumba nQkuisa

mushonga.
Ndinopukuta zvigaro netafura

nemlbhedha.

~dinogeza mafafitera.
, " """,Ndinomisa midziyo YQse

munzvimbo dzayo.

Ndinogadzira imba YQmweni

-pukuta It~ dust'

chigaro (7,8) 'chair'

tafura (5,6) 'table'

,
mubhedha (3,4) 'bed'

-misa Ito put in placet

midziyo (4) 'furniture, utensils'

" ,mwake.

nzvimbo (9,10) tplace l

mwenje (3,4) 'lamp, candle'

-waridza Ito spread out'

jlra (5) machlra (6) Icloth,sheet l

mutsamlro (3,4) 'pillow'

-chena rto become clean'

A V " "YQkurara.

Ndinoisa zVQkugezesa

n~mafuta mumupanda

Ndinozadza mwenje

n4Separafini.
" , ,

Ndinowaridza machira

nemltsamlro zvakachena.

" ,-zara Ito become full t

1. Verbs, with the agentive nouns that are related to them.

'Who sing?! ('Who are they tThey are singers. t

tha t sing? r )

Ndlvanaanl vanorima?

Ndivanaanl vanorimisa?

Ndivanaanl vanofundlsa?
, / " , " ,

Ndivanaani vanoimba?

Ndivanaanf vanobika?
, " "" ",Ndivanaani vanotengesa?

Ndlvanaanl vanochaira?

Varlmi.

Varlmisi.

Vafundisi.

Vablki.

vatengesi.

Vachairi.
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Ndlvanaani vanovadza?

Ndivanaanl vanoveza?
, " ,

Ndlvanaani vanorana?

vavadzi.

Vav8zi.

Varapl.

2. Agentive nouns and the verbs to which they are related.

'What does a clerk (Iwriter l ) !He writes. r
do?t

Munyorl anoite~y{?
, "", /

Muimbi anoite~Yl?

, , I A V 'Mufambisl wechlkoro
" ./
anoite~yJ.?

"" /Mubiki anoite~Yl?

,,, ~

Murezi anoitenyl?
I

" /Mupetesi anoite~Yl?

Mugezi anoite~yi?

Anonyora.
" " "Anolmba.

Anofambisa chik6ro.

Anobika.

Anoreza vana.

Anopetesa chibharo.

Anogeza mbatya.

The student should examine for himself the pairs of sen
tences in 1 and 2, and make a statement which summarizes the
relationship between a verb stem and the noun which stands for
the person who performs the action for which the verb stands.
Enter the summary statement here:
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In the following exercises, note that the final vowel in
negative commands may be I-al (as in /usaputsa/) or /-e/
(/usaputse/), depending on the dialect.

3. The /-0-/ form of the verb vs. negative commands (singular).

IShall I go into the house
now?'

Ndopinda mumba here?

Ndaputsa mavhingwa here?

Ndogadzira midarara here?

Ndochera makomba here?
" " " " ,Ndodonhesa mbeu here?
, , , " ,

Ndofusira mbeu here?

Ndohara mbeu here?

'Dontt go into the house. t

usapInd~ mumba.
", ,

Usaputs~ mavhingwa.

Usagadzir~ midarara.
, , ,

Usacher~ makomba.
, , " ,

Usadonhes~ mbeu.

Usafusir~ mbeu.

usahar4 (ba) .

4. The /-0-/ form of the verb vs. negative commands (plural).

Topfutsa mwoto here?
I

Taisa hari pachoto here?

Tasevha u~fu here?

Tokurlnglra sadza here?

Tokwldlbldza hari here?

TObura sadza mUharl here?

Tabvlsa ndiro here?
, , " ,

Togeza ndiro here?

Totsvalra mumba here?

, , ", "
Musals~ hari pachoto.

Musasevh~ upfu.
" " ,

Musakurunglr~ sadza.

MusakwIdfbldz~ harf.

Musabur~ sadza muharl.

Musabv:f.s~ ndlro.
, , , ,

MusagezCi ndiro.
" ", "

Musatsvair~ mumba.
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mbeu.

5. Negative subjunctives with and without object prefix.

Ndaya kuenda kundodirira 11m just now going to (go and)
water the seeds.

Vatltaurira kuti tisadlrlr~

mbeu.
,; ,; ,;

Vatitaurira kuti
,; v ,;

tisadzldirir~.

Tobvlsa ndlro here?

Vatltaurira kuti tisabvls~

ndlro.

Vatltaurira kuti
,; v ,;

tisadzibvis~.

They told us not to water the
seeds.

They told us not to water them.

Shall we remove· the dishes now?

They told us not to remove the
dishes.

The told us not to remove them.

,; ,;,;

Munoda kukanya zvidhina here? Do you want to make some bricks?

,;

zvidhina.
,; ,; ,;

Vatitaurira kuti
,; v ,;

tisazvlkany~.

Enda~yl muunganldze mario

Vatltaurira kuti
,; ,; ,,; ,;

tisaunganidz~ mario

Vatitaurira kuti

tisarUngan{dz~.

They told us not to make bricks.

They told us not to make them.

Go and collect money.

They told us that we shouldntt
collect money.

They told us not to collect it.

The student should enter here a summary statement concern
ing the tones of negative subjunctive verbs with and without
object prefixes. The statement should of course be based on
his own tutorIs pronunciation of the verbs in Exercise 5~ and
not on the tone markings that appear in this book.
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6. Simple verb stems vs. the same stems with the causative
extension.

'The sugar is all gone, r

Shuka yapera.

Mwana wakarara .•
Mvura yavira.

Mwana wagara pasi.

Ndafara!

Tinokudza chibarwe.

Chirongo chadonha pachikuva.

Chikoro chiri kufamba

Wombe dzamwa.

'Who used it up/finished it?!

Ndiani waipedza?. .
Ndiani wamuradzika?,
Ndiani waivirisa/waividza?

I

Ndiani ~amugadzika?

" " "Wafadzwa n~e)lyi?

" v 'X ""ChakUra zvakadini?

Ndlanl wachldonhesa?
I

" ",,, """Ndiani ari kuchifambisa?
" I' , " 1'''Ndiani wadzimwisa?

7. Indicative vs. participial tone patterns in the /-a-/ tense.

tWelve cultivated our field. r

sHave you cultivated yours also?f

II haven't cultivated [it] yet. t

Tarima munda wedu.
I' I' I' I' "

Mwarimawo wenyu here?
t

I' / I'V I' )Handisati ndarima(ba .

I' I' I' I' I'

M~agezawo dzenyu here?

Handlsatl ndadzlgeza.

I' , , I' "I'

Tadaidza shamwari dzedu.
I' I' I' I' I' ,

Mwadaidzawo yenyu here?
t

/ I' _ , I'

Handisati ndadaidza.

I' I' , I' I' I'

Tatsvaira mumba m~edu.

I' " , 1" I'

Mwatsvairawo mwenyu here?• •
, " - / 1'( )Handisati ndatsvaira\ba •
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Sadza redu rakwata.

Renyu rakwatawo here?
, ,,- ,

Harisati rakwata.

, , , "" ,
Mwapedzisawo renyu here?

I
, , IV" ,

Hatisati tapedzisa.

"" , ,Vaeni vedu vasvika.
, , , , , ,

Venyu vasvikawo here?
, "AJ ,

Havasati vasvika.

, , , , , ,
Venyu vadzokawo here?

, ",., "()Havasati vadzoka ba .

Mwana wedu waguta.

Wenyu wagutawo here?
, "I'V'Haasati aguta.

, , ,
Tadya sadz~ redu.

, "" ,Mfadyawo renyu here?

Handlsatl ndadya(ba).

, "" ,Tamwa tii yedu.

M~amwawo yenyu here?
, , n/

Handisati ndamwa.

, , , /"
Tafusira mbeu dzedu.

, """Mwafusirawo dzenyu here?
I , , ,.., ,
Handisati ndafusira.

Vana vedu vaenda kuchikoro.
, , , , , ,

Venyu vaendawo here?
, ,,~ "( )Havasati vaenda ba .

Mafuta edu apera.

Enyu aperawo here?
, ,,..,,,

Haasati apera.

The participial tone patterns of verbs in the /-a-/ tense
are particularly subject to variation amony the different dia
lects of Shona. Using the data in Exercise 7, prepare a
summary statement on this matter, and enter it below:
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Reading and conversation practice.

Ndine hOkwa yangu musi

wemugobera.

Ifm having a gathering on Saturday.

, ,
Ndinoda kukoka vanhu

vazhinji.

Vanababa navana mai vrmuguta

munokokwa.

I want to invite a lot of people.

You ladies and gentlemen from town
are invited.

1 1m also inviting boys and girls.

This gathering will begin in the
middle of the day.

The parents will have some fun,
too.

Then all the food is poured out
to give to people.

There will be a lot of things to
eat.

When those are over, weIll have
some drinks.

WeIll begin with games for the
children.

Panozova nezv~kudya

zuizhinji.

Ndinokokazve ·vanakomana

n~vasikana.

Iyi hokwa inozovamba

masikati.

Tinozovamba nemitambo

KUdya kwose kwoburwa kupa

vanhu.

Mweni ari kuuya; todiniko?

Unogeza mumba nemafafitera.

Ndinoisa mushonga here pasi nezvigariro?

Y<rvana .
Kuti yapera tomwa

zV~kUmwa.

Vabereki votambavwo yavo.

Ndingafare ukaita kuti wadaro.

Misa midziyo y~se munzvimbo dzayo.

Ndinogadzira mupandaQyi wQmweni?

Unogadzira mupanda mUd~ki.

Mune machira akachena here?
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Hunde J unotora machira, mitsamiro nezvigezeso zvakachena.

Mwenje une parafini here?

Kwete, unoda kuzadzwa.
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/ / /

IA Ndinogeza se~yi mwana

mal?

How do I bathe the child, Mother?

basin

/ // /~ tV /

Unganidza zV9se zv~unoda. Collect everything that you need.
/,

-dai (demonstrative pro-verb)

~ / / /

2B Unoisa mvura mudhishi.

3B

4B

SA

6B

7B

/ ~

-pfiga

mus~wol (3,4)
m\l'2>l~O

, v v ~ / /
Wopflga misiwo Y9se.

\ / , /

Zvakadai n~e~yi?

.. / / ~/ /~

Zvakadai n~esipo, mafuta

nembatya.

-pukuta

jlra (S)
machlra (6)

/ / /.v v
Unamupukuta n~eJlra

rakachena.

You put water in a basin.

to close

doorway

Then close all the doors.

Like what?

Like soap, oil, and clothing.

to wipe, rub, dust, polish

cloth

You should wipe him with a clean
cloth.

Supplementary vocabulary. A bus trip.

Ndiri kuenda kwaMutambara nhasi.

Mhuri yangu inosara iri pamusha.

Ndinoenda nebhazi.

Ndinbkwira bhazi paWatsomba. Ndinobvisa mari shoma.

Ndinosvika mwaMutare.

Ndinotora bhazi rechlpirl rlnoenda kwaMutambara.

Zvimwe rinotora nhambwe shanu.
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Ndinobvisa mari ygkusvika kwaMutambara.

Handisati ndaziva kuti kunoita mutengo wakadini.

Ndinodzikira·pabandera rgkutanga.

Ndipo panogumira rwendo rwangu.

Mukoma wachanditambira nemotokari yawo.

Tinosvika kumba kwavo manheru ano.

UNIT 33

-sara
, ,

-kwira

nhambwe (9,10)
, ,

ffiutengo (3,4)
-dzika

to stay behind

to climb, go up

hour

price

to descend

1. tLike, for example ... t : an important use of the pro-verb
/dal/.
tAt the market there are many vegetables. I

ILike what?f

'Like cabbages and beans.'

, , , ""
Kumusika kun~ masimo mazhinji.

" , , ,
Akadai n~eJ:tyi?

.. , , A A ' ,

Akadai ngemakabichi, neshushururu.

Mumba mune midziyo mizhinji.
, , " ,

Yakadai n~eJ:tyi?

.. "" 4' ' v vYakadai ngezvlgaro neharl.
I

MUdhoroga mun~ vanhu vendudzi zhinhi.
... " , "

Vakadai n~eJ:tyi?

.. "" "" ,Vakadai n~eMandevere, neMachangana.
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" , , ,
Kwedu kune michero mizhinji.

... , , ,
Yakadai n~e~yi?

, , AV' , "

Yakadai nqamagwavha, mango n~mahobo.

2. The verb prefix /-na-/, expressing obligation.

'We must fill the lamps this evening.'

'We donlt fill the lamps every evening. I

IWe donlt fill them every evening. I

Tinazadza mwenji manheru ano.

Hatizadzi mwenje manheru ~se.

Hatiizadzi manheru ~se.

Vanawaridza machira akachena nhasi.
I

Havawaridzi machira akachena mazuva ~se.

Havaavaridzi mazuva ~se.

Tinageza mafafitera mangwanani ana.

Hatigezi mafafitera mangwanani ~se.

Hatiagezi mangwanani ~se.

,
Tinaverenga iri bhuku n~asi.

Hativerengi iri bhuku mazuva ?se.

Hatiriverengi mazuva ~se.

Mubiki anatenga u~fu n~asi.

Haatengi u~fu mazuva ~se.

Haahutengi mazuva ~se.
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Summarize the tonal patterns of verbs that contain the
prefix /-na-/. Pay especial attention to the tone of the sub
ject prefixes for first, second, and third persons. Enter the
summary statement here:

3. Examples of /-na-/ verbs with object prefixes. Active vs.
passive stems.

IThe house must be swept. I

tIt hasn't been swept yet. 1

lWe must sweep it. t

Imba yakafanira kutsvairwa.

Haisati yatsvairwa.

Tinaitsvaira.

Mushonga wakafanira kuiswa pasi.

Hausati waiswa pasi.

Unauisa pasi.

Zvigaro zvakafanira kupukutwa.

Hazvisati zvapukutwa.

Unazvipukuta.
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,
Mafafitera akafanira kugezwa.

Haasati agezwa.

Unaageza.

,
Midziyo yose yakafanira kumiswa munzvimbo dzayo.

Haisati yamiswa

Unaimisa

Mwenje yose yakafanira kuzadzwa.

Haisati yazadzwa.

Unaizadza.

, " , ,
Mibhedha yakafanira kuwaridzwa.

Haisati yawaridzwa.

Unaiwaridza.

Enter below a statement summarlzlng the tones of verbs that
contain /-na-/ plus an object prefix:
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Practice conversations. Conversation with a fellow passenger
on a bus.

Muri kudzikirepi baba?

Ndiri kudzikira zvangu Marondera.

Im~i muri kudzikirepiwo?

Ndiri kudzikira Bhuruwayo.

AhJ mune rwendo rwakareba kwazvoJ
~

Imwi mwakwirirepi bhazi?
I I

Ndakwirira zvangu paRusape.

Kwakanaka here uko muri kuenda?

Aiwa,ndiri kundoona zvangu vapwere.

Ndiko munogara su?

Kwete J kune mukorore wangu ari kusewenza.

Zvino munouya rini?

Ndinofunga kupera kw~mwedzi.

Kubva ini ndaya kudzika pano.

Zvakanaka J sara~yi zvenyu.

Muri kusvika kupi?

AhJ ndiri kuenda zvangu Peniranga.

Imwi muri kusvika kupi?
I

Ndiri kusvika kwaTsambe.

Muri kuenda paMisheni chaipo here?

Hongu,ndipo ndiri kuenda.

Munobva muri papi?

Ini ndinobva zvangu kwaVumbunu; ndini Mai Marata.
~ ~

Ini ndinobva Tsonzo pachechipo.

Ndini Mai Gomo.

Muri kuenda kwaTsambe kune~yi?
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Ndin~ mwana anodzidzapo, ndiri kuenda nembatya dzake.

Im~i kuPeniranga kuneyyi?

Ndinot~ngesa masimo zvipiri zV9se.

Munotengesa papi?

Ndinotengesa zvangu pamusika.

Panouya vanhu vazhinji here?

Vanouya kwazvoj ndiwo musika mukuru w¥ffiuPeniranga.

Munodzoka rini?

Ndichadzoka manheru ano.

Ndaya kudzika pano. Tichaonanazve pakudzoka.

Reading practice. A conversation between two women.

Muri kusvikepi?

Ndiri kusvika Gweru.

Im~i muri kusvikepiwo?
,

Ndiri kusvika zvangu muHarare.

Ndiani uyo muri kufambira?

Ndiri kundoona mwana wangu.

Ko imwi muri kundoonaani?
I

Ndiri kuenda zvangu kuhanzvadzi yangu.

Mwana wenyu waane nguva yakadini ariyo?
t

Waita makore mairi ariyo .
•
Zvino m~akwirira papi bhazi?

Ndakwirira kuMacheke.

Ko imwi mwakwirirepi?
I •

Ndakwirira kwaMutare.

Maya kusvikasu p~munodzikira?
,

Ngeyyi zve?

Ndaona m~aya kuunganidza mbatya dzenyu.
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Ndiri kuti zvichigara pamwe.

AhJ muchairi wadaidzira .•
Zvino m~aya kudzika here vasikana im~i?

Rwendo rwaguma J tozoonanazve.

Kubva sara~yi zvakanaka shewe.

Nem~iwo famba~yi zvakanaka.
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UNIT 34

(Continuation of Dialogue 33)

-chi-

-zora

-pfekedza

hembe (9,10)

(an aspectual prefix)

to smear with liquid, anoint

to cause to put on (clothing)

shirt, dress

Hers hungry.

Feed him so he will go to sleep.

to put to bed

Where shall I put him down.

Put him where it is dry.

, ",
-radzika

, v" '" 'Ndinomuradzika papi?
, , ,''v v

Muradzike pakaoma.

8B UChlmuzora mafuta Then rub lotion on him and put
, , v his shirt on.

n~kupfekedza hembe.

9A Ndapedza ndinoita se~yiko What (thow l ) do I do when lIve
mar? finished?

lOB Ane nzara.

IlB Mupe kUdya arare zvako.

12A

13B

Supplementary vocabulary. Articles of clothing.

hem~e (9,10) shirt, dress

bhurukwa (5,6) pair of trousers

kabhudhura (12,6) short trousers

tsapato (9,10) shoe
, ,

ngowani (9,10) hat

Three words having to do with political matters.

hurumende (9 J IO) government

~umlr{ri (lJ2) representative

sangano (5J6) meeting
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1. Imperative without object prefix vs. imperative with object
prefix.

IFather wants this money. I

IGive this money to Father. I

tGive it to Father. r

Baba vanoda marl iyi.

Ipa marl iyi kunaBaba.
, "Ipe kunaBaba.

Varume vanoda marl iyi.

Ipa marl iyi kuvarume.
" " "Ipe kuvarume.

Mal vanoda u~fu uhu.

Ipa u~fu uhu kunaMal.

Hupe kunaMal.

, ,
Mubiki anoda u~fu uhu.

Ipa u~fu uhu kumubiki.

Hupe kumubiki.

Iyi tli lrl kuplsa.
, I'" ""Imwa iyi tli iri kupisa.

fmwe.

Murezi anoda mafuta aya.

Ipa ~afuta aya kumurezi.

Ape kumurezi.

, "" " ,,,Ipa mafuta aya kunaMai.
, " ""Ape kunaMai.

, , , , , ,
Idya aya masimo akanaka.

Adye.

Iri sadza rakanaka.

Idya iri sadza rakanaka.

Rldye.
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What can be learned from the above data regarding the
imperative forms of the verbs I-mwa/, I-dya/, I-pal when they
have object prefixes?

2. Negative vs. affirmative commands.

tAm I to put the book on the bed now?l

JDon1t put it on the bed. t

IPut it on the table. r

Ndolsa bhuku pamubhedha here? Ndolsa harl pachikuva here?
, v"" "v"" ,

Usarlis~ pamubhedha. Usalis~ pachikuva.

Rlise patafura.

Ndolsa banga pachigaro here?
, v"

Usarlis~ pachigaro.

Rlise patafura.

Ndolsa mwenje pasl here?
"v ' ,

Usauis~ pasi.
"" ,Uise patafura.

rIse patafura.

Ndolsa munyu mUharl here?
"v" , ,

Usauis~ muhari.
,,, ,
LJise patafura.
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Nd~lsa murlv~ mUharl here?
"v ' , ,Usauisa muhari.

, , ",
Ugeze kutanga.

, , , """Ndoisa tsunga muhari here?
, y" , ,

Usarlisa muhari.

Rlgeze kutanga.

Ndolsa shushururu muharl here?
, y" , ,

Usadzlisa muhari.
, , ""Dzigeze kutanga.

3. Subjunctives with subject prefix vs. subjunctives with
object prefix.

Wakafanlra kuenda kuchik~ro.
I

Anoda bhuku rake.

Mupe bhuku rake aende

kuchik~ro.

, >« ""Tinoda matemo.

Tlpe matem~ tlvadz~ hunl.

Vakafanlra kundochera mvura.

Vanoda zVirong~.

, """Vape zvirongo vandochere
, ,

mvura.

Anoda kUdya.

Mupe zV9kudya arare.

He has to go to school.

He wants his book.

Give him his book) [so] that he
may go to school.

We must split some firewood.

We need axes.

Give us axes so we [can] split
firewood.

They1ve got to go draw water.

They need pots.

Give them pots [so] that they
may go draw water.

He must sleep.

He needs to eat.

Give him something to eat so
he [can] go to sleep.
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Ndakafanlra kupfekedza mwana. I must dress the child.
" "vNdinoda hembe. I need a shirt.

"mwana.

Takafanlra kuzadza mwenje.

Tinoda paraflni.

Tlpe paraflni"tlzadze

mwenje.

Give me a shirt so that I can
dress the child.

Welve got to fill the lamp.

We need kerosene.

Give us kerosene so may fill the
lamp.

4. Imperatives with and without object prefixes. Relative
forms of verbs with subject prefixes from Class 16, used as
place expressions.

" "" "Radzika mwana.

Apa pakaoma here?
'" V A ' "v vMuradzlke pakaoma.

Radzlka vana.

Apa pakachena here?
", v A ' " "Varadzlke pakachena.

Isa mabhuku pasl.

Apa pakachena here?
"" ",""Aise pasi pakachena.

Isa bhuku pasl.

Apa pakaoma here?
"" '" "v vRiise pasi pakaoma.

Put the child down to rest.

Is it dry here? (lIs here dried?l)

Put him down where it is dry.

Put the children down to rest.

Is it clean here?

Put them qown in a clean place.

Put the books down.

Is it clean here?

Put them down where it is clean.

Put the book down.

Is it dry here?

Put it down in a dry place.
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5. Simple stem vs. stem with the applicative extension.

II need a shirt. t

IHe/she will make a shirt. I

IHe/she will make a shirt for me. I

IHe/she will make shirts for all of us. I

UNIT 34

Ndinoda hembe.

Achasona hembe.
/ / / / v
Achandisonera hembe.

Achatlsonera hembe t~se.

Ndinoda bhurukwa.
/ / /

Achasona bhurukwa.

Achandlsonera bhurukwa.

Achatlsonera mabhurukwa t~se.

Ndinoda kabhudhura.

Achasona kabhudhura.

Achandlsonera kabhudhura.

Achatlsonera makabhudhura t~se.

/ / / / / /

Achanditengera ngowani.

Achatltengera ngowanl tose.
!

Ndinoda ngowanl.

Achatenga ngowanl.1

Reading practice.

/ / /

Ndinoda tsapato.
/ /" / /

Achatenga tsapato.

Achandltengera tsapato.
/ / / / / / //

Achatitengera tsapato t~se.

Muri kuona mhando here ngesadza?

Kwete handinyanyi kuona mhando.

Kune zvishoma kwazvo izvo tlsingaoni.

Ini ndinoda kwazvo sadza asi handizivi kubika kwacho.

Mungad~ here kudzidza kubika?

OhJ ndingad~ kwazvo asi handina anondidzidzisa.



UNIT 34 SHONA BASIC COURSE

Ndlngamukok~ kwazvo kuti muzouye kumusangano wemadzimai.

Tinopinda masikati zvipiri zV9se.

Dai mungauy~ tingamudzidzis~ kubika sadza redu J im~i muchiti

dzidzisewo kubika renyu.

M~a¥ane nguva yakadini muno muHarare?

Tin~ mwedzi mitatu chete.

M~akabva kupi?

Takabva kuAmerika.

Zvino munoite~yi muno?
,

Murume wangu wakaunzwa ngeHurumende kuva mumlrlri weAmerika.
~

Munofunga munoita makore mangani?

Hatisati tanatsa kuziva asi zvimwe Hurumende ichatiti

makore matatu.

AhJ ndinokuda kwazvo. Ino inyiKa yakanaka kwazvo.

Imwi munoitenyi muno?
I I

Murume wangu anochaira mabhazi anoenda kwaMtoko.

Ane nguva yakadini achichaira?

OhJ agara kwazvo.

Munogara ngekupi?

Isu tinogara kuHighfields.

Tafara kuonana n~kuzivana.

Iva~yi nqkugara kwakanaka.
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to run

UNIT 35

5B

4B

" ,IB Unaona vana

vasatizetize.

2A Ndinovalta se~yi?

3B Dzldzlsa kuti vatambe

zvakanaka.

chiro (7,8)

-chengeta

-chengetesa

kanwa (5,6), , , , ,
Chengetesa kuti vasaise

zviro mukanwa.

Bvisa vana mumadhaka.

-svipa

6B Mbatya dzinosvipa.

7B Ita vasatamb4 muzuva.

8A Zvlnoita se~yiko mal?

9B Vanoplswa\n~ezuva.

You must see [to it] that the
children don't run around.

What (thow l ) shall I do [with]
them?

Teach [them] [so] that they play
nicelyA

thing (~/chinhu/)

to care for, look after

to care for, look after
assiduously

mouth

Be very careful that they don't
put things in their mouths.

Take the children out of the mud.

to get dirty

[Their] clothes will get dirty.

Keep them from playing in the sun.

What will happen?

They will be burned by the SUD.

lOB Kamwana kati karara here? Is the baby asleep yet?

llA Kandorara zVishomashoma. Hets not been sleeping very well/
He's been sleeping for just a
short time.

, , ,
12A Asi kaneta kwazvo. But hets very tired.
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Supplementary vocabulary. Some things that children should
not do.

Mwana ari kuchemenyi?
I

Handizivi kwete icho ari kuchemera.

Muone, ari kuchema zvizhinji.

¥apindirwa nedombo mumhino.

"" " "" " ""Uya naye ndimuone pano.

Rlrl kuramba, kUbva toita se~yi?

lItis stuck. Now what do we do?'

Ngatiende naye kwachiremba.

"Mwana waita senyi zve?
, I

Wapiswa nezuva ari kutamba kunze.
c

AhJ Ndakakuudzira kuti usarege achitamba kune zuva.

Anoramba achitiza kubuda kunze.

Zvinonetsa kumuchengeta mumba.

-udzira to tell

outside

to cry

doctorchiremba (1)
vanachiremba (2)

mhino (9,10) nose

"kunze

1. Practice with the diminutive classes 12 (/ka/) and 13 (/tu/).
The enclitic /--su/.

IWe have a small child. I

ISo you have a small child, have you?1

'How many small children do you have?!

Tin~ mwana mudiki.
'!i' '!> ~

Mun~ kamwana kadikisu?!
~ ~ ~

MUDQ tuvana tunganlZ
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, v V / /

Takatenga imba dtk~.

M~akatenga kaimba (kamba) kadik~su?J

Mvakatehga tUdzimba (tuimba, tumba) tungani?

Tine imbwa d:}kt.

Mune kaimbwa (kambwa) kad~k~su?J

Mune tuimbwa (tumbwa) tungani?

Tinorima munda mUdiki., ~

Munorima kamunda kadiktsu?J

Munorima tuminda tunganl?

" v """Takatenga demo diki.

M~akatenga katemo(kademo)kad{ktsu?l
/ v v ~ "( "")

M~akatenga tumatemo tutemo tungani?l

Takaunza banga diki.

Mvakaunza kapanga (kabanga) kad{k{su?J

Mwakaunza tumapanga (tupanga, tubanga) tungan{?
I

Imba yedu ina musvwo mudiki.

Dnba yeny~ in~ kamusiwo kadiklsu?J

Imba yeny~ ino tumis~wo tungani?
!>

Imba yedu ine fafitera diki., "
Imba yeny~ in~ kaflfitera kadiki,-su?J

Imba yeny~ ino tumafafitera tungani?
!>

Patyo pedu pa~o rwizl rudlki.
~ ~ >

Pana karwtzi kadikisu?l! ~ ,

Pan~ tundwizi tunganl?
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tungani?

,.
kadikisu? I

Takatenga h~k~ dlki.

Mwakatenga kak~k~ (kahuku)
•
Mwakatenga tUh~ku (tuk~k~)

I

Takazadza mwenje mUdlki.

M~akazadza kamwenje kadlkisu?J

Mwakazadza tumwenje tunganl?•

What happens to the usual prefix of a noun when one of
the diminutlve prefixes /-ka-/ (sg.) or /-tu-/ (pl.) is added
to it?

The enclitic /--su/ expresses mild surprise, and some
times also dissatisfaction. What are its tonal characteristics?
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2. Use of /chi-/ as an initial prefix with imperative forms.
[The student should write the translations in the blanks, and
then use them as cues for producing the Shona sentences.

Ndapedza kugeza mwana mai.

Chlmupukuta aome.
"" ""Ndapedza kumupukuta.

Ch1muzora mafuta.

Ndapedza kubika sadza.

Chlbura tldye.
"" " ""Ndipewozve bhuku rako.

Chlmbomlra ndlmbopedza.

(ndimboti ndapedza).

Ndltemerewo mugoti.

Chlmbomlra ndltore demo
"rangu.

Ndltaurlre nyaya yanezuro.
" "" ,,,Chimbogara pasi ndikutaurire.

3. Use of /-natsa/ Ito do well, thoroughly.!

'The child is tending the cattle. I

tHetd better do a good job of it,1

, , ,
Mwana ari kuchengeta ~ombe.

Ngaanatse kuchengetesaJ

(NgaanatsochengetesaJ)

Mal varl kugadzira mumba.

Ngavanatse kugadzirisaJ

, , " , ,
Vasikana vari kudirira muriwo.

, , ,
Ngavanatse kudiririsaJ

(NgavanatsodiririsaJ)

, , " ,,,,
Vakomana vari kufundira~

Ngavanatse kufundlrlsaJ
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Valmbl varl kUlmba~

Ngavanatse kulmbaJ
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" " "Varimi vari kufusira chibarwe.

Ngavanatse kufusirisal

Notice the pairs of synonymous forms, one of which is a
contraction of the other:

Ngaanatse kuimba.
Ngaanatsoimba.

Anonatsa kuchengetesa.
Anonatsochengetesa.

Write here a statement summarlzlng the differences in
form between the contracted and uncontracted variants.
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4. Review of concords .

UNIT 35

, , . ,
dziri' / .

Imbwa dzangu mbiri kUpl?

Imbwa
, I'

dziri' kupi'?dzangu nhema

" I'

dema rirf' kupi?Bhurukwa rangu

"
, I' , '" kupi?Bhurukwa rangu itsva riri

" I' I' '" kupi?Bhurukwa rangu bamhi riri

" .. " 1',

kupi?Bhurukwa rangu dete riri
I' I' I' 1',

kupi?Bhurukwa rangu refu riri

" I' I' 1',

kupi?Bhurukwa rangu pfupi riri

" I' I' " '" kupi?Mugoti wangu mupfupi uri
,

'"
, ,

'" lnlpi?Mugoti wangu murefu uri

" "
, , 1',

kupi?Mugoti wangu mutsva uri
, ,

'" " " kupi?Mugoti wangu muchena uri

" "
, , , ,

kupi?Mugoti wangu mutete uri
, , , , 1', /

Mugoti wangu mupamhi uri kupi?
I' ,

" , /' /

Zvigaro zvedu zvipamhi zviri kupi?

" I' I' (' I
Zvigaro zvedu zvina zvirl kupi?

I' I'

zvitema zvir{'kupi?Zvigaro zvedu

Zvigaro zvedu zVitema zviri kupi?

Mbudzi dzedu nhema dziri kupi?

Bhuku redu dema riri kupi?

Tsapato dzedu nhema dziri kupi?

Chirongo chedu chitema chiri kupi?

Chirongo chedu chikuru chiri kupi?

Banga redu guru riri kupi?

Tsono yedu huru iri kupi?
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Where are my two dogs?

Where are my black dogs?

Where are my black trousers?

Where are my new trousers?

?

?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------

?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------



UNIT 35 SHONA BASIC COURSE

"Makabichi edu makuru ari kuti?

" "Murivo wedu mukuru uri kuti?

Mwenje yedu mikuru iri kuti?

Mwenje yedu mid}k~ iri kuti?

Zvidhlna zvedu zvidiki zviri kuti?
.!> .)

HUku dzedu diki dziri kuti?

D~m6 redu dtk~ riri kuti?

D~m6 redu idzva riri kuti?
,t)

Mbatya dzedu i~~va dziri kuti?'

Saki redu i~~va riri kuti?
, "Ndiro yedu i~¥va iri kuti?

Tsime redu idzva riri kuti?
:. !o

Mudhudhudhu wedu mutsva uri kuti?
~!t

Practice conversations.

?---------------
?---------------

?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?---------------
?,-----------

?---------------
?---------------
'?---------------
?---------------
?---------------

Dontt let him do it again1

Anexty{ mukanwa?

Handizivi. Ndichaona.

Anq. katombo.

Usar~ge ach{ltazv~(ba).

Ndicha~dza, asl zvln6netsa.

AhJ Vana vari kutamba mumataka.

Mbatya dzasvlpa here?

Hongu. Dzasvlpa kwazvo.

Vapinze mumba n~kuagezesa.

Nd6pf~kedza mbatya dzakach~na her~?
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Mwana ari kuchemere~yi~

Ayane nzara.

Hauna kumupa kUdya here?

Ndamupa kUdya asi haana kumbodya
~

nechinhu.
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IA

-ch1sa
'" >0( '" '"Ndinoda musikana

, / v' / /
angandlbatsir~ kubika

A v '" '"nekuchisa.

to iron (clothing)

I need a girl to help me cook

and iron.

'" tV '"2B Pan~ uyo ndakaona

kuchitoro nezuro.

There is the one I saw in the

store yesterday.

3B rye ~akang~ ari kutsvaka She was looking for work.

basa.

4A Wakataura naye here?

5B Kwete. Hand1na kutaura

Did you talk with her?

No. I didn1t talk with her.

'"naye.

6B Ndakang~ ndlsat1 ndaziva I didntt know (yet) that you

'" * '" '"kuti m~aida musikana. wanted a girl.

7A Ndingamuona here manheru Can I see her this evening?

ano?

8B '" v"'''' '"
Ndingamudaidz~ kuti

, v "" '"muchida kumuona.

I can call her if you want to

see her.

Translate the following conversation~ between two guests
who have arrived for an all-day wedding celebration.

M~asv1ka r1ni pano?

Ndasvlka mangwananl ano.

Ndanga ndich1funga kuti ndanonoka kusvika.

Nen1wo ndanga ndich1funga kudaro.
J> "''' , ,

Haufungi here kuti zviri kunonoka?

Hongu~ vanga vakafanira kuvamba chinhambwe chapfuura.
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"" "" '" ,Ndiani musandiri anovachatisa?

Handizivi zvakanaka, asi ndinofunga vaGomo vanochatisa n~asi.

Ko, vaimbi vari kUbva kupi?

Ndakad~ kuvzwa kuti vari kUbva kwaMr~wa.

"" "A V" , '"''Oh' kwaMrewa, tichaya ngkuimba kwakanaka.

Vanoimba zvakanaka kwazvo.
, '" ,Une chipo chakadini?

Ndauya nemabhikiri.

Iwe wauya\nevyi sechlpo chako?
, .... , A V "" A V 'Ndauya nemachira epatafura,

, ""'" , ,Achafara kwazvo n~eizvi zvipo.

Ndinodalra kUdaro.

Pan~ vanhu vakawanda kwazvo.

Vazhinji vachi kundosvika./ Vachiri kundosvika.

-pfuura

"chinhambwe chapfuura

chip~ (7,8)
bhikiri (5,6)

ndanga ndichifunga ...
'" >()( /ndakada kuvzwa ...

, /

-uya na-
, >0< 'vachlri ku-

to pass by

a while ago

gift

cup

to answer, to believe

I thought, I was thinking ...•

it seems to me I heard ...

to bring (Ito come with')

they are still ing

Note still another prefix of the form I-chi-I, this one
used to indicate that an action is still going on. It may be
used with the stem /-ri/, as in /vachiri kundosvika/, or with
out /-ri/, but still with the infinitive prefix /ku-/ as in
/vachi kundosvika/, which means the same thing.
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Note also the use of the aspectual prefix /-ndo-/, which
has been met previously with the meaning [go and l (Unit 6
Note 2 ). Here, and in many other cases, /-ndo-/ is better
translated ~stilli. It thus partially overlaps in meaning the
use of /-chi-/ that was discussed on the previous page.

An exceedingly important construction is illustrated in:

Wakang~ ari kutsvaka,
basa.

cf. Ari kutsvaka basa.

and: ¥akatsvaka basa.

Ndakang~ ndlsati

ndaziva ....

cf. Handisati ndaziva ...

and: Ndakaziva ...

Ndanga ndichifunga

kUdaro.

cf. Ndinofunga kUdaro.

She was looking for work.

She is looking for work.

She looked for work.

I didn1t know ... ( II hadn't
known ... t )

I dontt yet know ... (tI havenrt
yet known ... 1 )

I knew ...

I thought so (tOday).

I think so.

The special stem /-nga/ (or /-nge/) takes any of the pre
fixes that are found with ordinary verb stems, except for object
prefixes. The tense of the /-nga/ form fixes the general time
of the whole verb phrase. The verb that follows /-nga/ is
always in one of the participial forms, either the type that
is characterized by /-chi-/ (as in the last of the above ex
amples) or the type that is characterized by a special tonal
pattern (as in the other examples given at the beginning of
this note). The tense of the verb that follows /-nga/ sets the
action of the verb with relation to the general time that was
established by the tense of the /-nga/ form. Thus, if on
Tuesday we said;

Vasvika.

356

They have arrived.



SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT36

then on Wednesday, talking about the same arrival, we would say:

Vakang~ vasvika. They had arrived.

and on Monday we might have said:

Vanozong~ vasvika. They will have arrived.

1. Single verb vs. verb constructions with /-nga/.

tHave they begun to eat?'

tWhen we arrived, they had already
begun to eat. t

kuvamba kUdya

kuenda kumuchato

kuwaridza mibhedha

kubura sadza

,
kugara pasi

kUbuda mumba

, "'" , ,
kutengesa huku

"
,

"
,

Vavamba kudya here?

tasvika,
, , , ,

Izvo vang~ vatovamba kudya.

Vapedza
, ,

kudya here?

tasvika,
,

vatopedza
,

Izvo vang~ kudya.
, ,

kumuchato
,

Vaenda here?

Izvo tasvika, v vatoenda kumuchato.vang~

"
, , ,

Vawaridza mibhedha here?

Izvo tasvika, vang~ vatowar1dza mibhedha.
, , ,

Vabura sadza here?

Izvo tasvika, vang~ vatobura sadza.
, , "

Vagara pasi here?

Izvo tasvik4, vang~ vatogara pasl.
, v v ' ,Vabuda mumba here?

Izvo tasvika, ·vang~ va tobUda mumba.
"v v v, " ,Vatengesa huku here?

Izvo tasvikafvang~ vatotengesa'huku.
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2. Verb phrases with /-ng~/, with the /-ng~/ form in the re
lative mood.

II saw the person who had
been ploughing. I

Ndakaona munhu ~akang~ ari

kurima.

Ndada~zwa munhu ~akang~ ari

kutaura.

Ndanzwa munhu ari kutaura.
I

Ndabatsira munhu ari kurima.

rye anozong~ aneta.

rye anqng~ akafanira

kutibatsira.

'Who had been ploughing?1

Ndiani ~ang~ ari kutaura?

Ndiani ~ang~ ari kurima?

Ndiani anozong~ aneta?
, , ,

Ndiani anqng~ akafanira

"" ""kutibatsira?

3. Verb phrases in which the /-ng~/ form has the prefix /-no-/
[or, depending on dialect, /-ne-/].

1The children1s clothes
aren't dirty yet. t

Mbatya dz~vana hadzisati

dzasvipa.
"" ,Handisati ndaneta.

Idzi mbatya hadzina kuoma.

Hausati wapedza here?

Parafini haisati yapera.

rEut they will be (twill have
gotten l ) dirty [by] this evening. I

Asl dzinQng~ dzasvipa manheru.

Asi unQng~ waneta manheru.

Asi dzinQng~ dzaoma manheru.

NdinQng~ ndapedza manheru.

Asi ln9ng~ yapera manheru.

4. The lpersistive 1 use of /-chi-/. [The student should
complete the English translations, and then use them as cues
for giving the Shona sentences.

" "v v" "Vana vabuda here muchikoro?
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Kwete. Vachlmwo. Vachiri

kufunda.

Muchato wati wavamba here?

Kwete. Vachiri kumlrlra

musandlri.

Maneta ~apedzlsa basa rake

here?
/ '" >0< / /'" /

Kwete. Achlri kutsvaira

mumba.

Baba vati vadzoka here?
/ ,

Kwete. Vachiri kumunda.

No, they 1re still in there.
They1re still studying.

5. /-ng~/ forms in indicative, relative, and participial moods.
" ,.., / ,

¥akangy asingagoni

kutlbatslra.
/ /, / /' / ,

Ndiani ~akang~ asingagoni
/, /'

kutibatsira?

N~evyi akang~ aslngagoni

" "kutibatsira?

¥akang~ asingazivi kuchaira.

Ndiani ~akang~ asingazivi

kuchaira?

N~evyi akang~ asingazivi

kuchaira?

He wasn1t able to help us.

Who wasn1t able to help us?

Why wasntt he able to help us?

, / / ,
¥anga asingadi kuenda.

/ /, /' / /

Ndiani ~ang~ asingadi kuenda?

N~evyi ang~ aslngadl kuenda?
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6. [The student should examine the following sentences care
fully, describe the grammatical points which they illustrate,
and practice the sentences, using cue words or phrases in
English or in Shona.]

Arl kutsvaka basa here?
" "Haari kutsvaka basa.

¥akang~ ari kutsvaka basa syando yakapera.

Muri kutsvaka basa here?
" "Handiri kutsvaka basa.

Ndakang~ ndiri kutsvaka basa syando yakapera.

" " "Varimi vari kurima here?
" "Havari kurima.

Vakang~ vari kurima syando yakapera.

Muri kukanya zVidhina here?

Hatlrl kukanya zVidhlna.

Takang~ tlri kukanga zVidhlna syando yakapera.

Reading and conversation practice. [The student should translate
the following material, converting it into the same format as
that of the practice conversations on pages 29-31.

"Manheru Maneta, manheru.

Ndaka~zwa kuti waida basa.

Hongu ndaida rqkugeza nqkuchlsa.

Hongu, ndakambobika zvishoma.

Ungad~ here kubika?

Ndingabvire kufara kana muine basa.
~ .

Munoda kuti ndl.vambe rini?
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, / / / ,
Ungauy~ zvako syondo inoiyayo Chitatu.

Ndinozong~ ndichikupa

Ndinozoonazve ngebasa rako n9kugara kwako.

Ndiri kuda kuchisa nhasi.

Ndinochislra kupi?

Enda zvako mumupanda umo.

Uri kuchisa zvakanaka here?

Hongu ndiri kuchisa zvakanaka.

Ndingamboon~ izvo uri kuchisa?

Hongu mungamboon~ zvenyu.

AhJ uri kubvira kuchisa zvakanaka

Ndafara kwazvo ngekuchisa kwako.

Hauonl here kuti slmbi lrl kunyanya kuplsa?

Handifungi kudaro.
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UNIT 37

BASIC DIALOGUE. [The student should develop the following raw
materials into a form which he can learn as the basic dialogue
for this unit. The conversatlon is between a foreigner and the
father of a bright boy who is just finishing secondary school.]

Ndimwi Baba vaJohn here?
I

Munofunge~yi n~~mwana wenyu?

Ndiri kunetseka chaizvo.

Mwana wenyu muzivi chaiye.

Ndezvo chokwadi, asi ndashaya chekuita.

Hamungaedzi here kuti apamhidzire?

M~oyo unoda asi mari handinaba.

M~akamboedza kumutsvagira nzvimbo here?

Ndaedza kazhinzhi, zvino ndaneta.

Mungad~ here kuedza mhiri kwegungwa1

Dai zvichibvira ndaingazvid~ kunyanya.

Mwaida kuti azofunde basa~yi?

Ndaidisa basa rQhuroya.

-netseka

(cf. -netsa

(cf. -neta

chokwadl (7)

-pamhldza

mw-oyo (3,4)
-tsvaga

mhlrl (9)

to be worried, bothered, tired

to worry,b~ther,tire)

to become tired)

truth

to continue, repeat

heart

(=/-tsvaka/)

side (of a river, street,
etc. )
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gungwa (5~6)

huroya (14)

-bvira

rnhiri kwegungwa

sea

the work of being a lawyer

to be possible

overseas

Note the position of the infinitive /kunyanya/. Thlli
same verb was met in Unit 9~ followed by the infinitive of
another verb. Here~ with what is apparently the same meaning~

it is the infinitive of /-nyanya/ that stands Jast~ and an in
flected form of another verb that precedes it.

Note also the construction with /dal/:

Dal zvichlbvlra ndalngazvId~.

compare also:

Dai uchIda kufunda walfund{ra
~

mabhuku.
'" " '" '" '" '"Dai waingad~ kufunda
walngafundir~ mabhuku.

If it were possible, ltd
like it.

If you want/wanted to
study, you 1d study books.

1. Review of concords. [The student should devise his own
cues, either in English or in Shona, and practice giving these
sentences in response to those cues.]

Vatungamlri vari mumba.

Mumba {pi?

Mumba iyo.

Wakafanlra kupeta chibharo.

Chibharo chipi?

Chibharo che~ombe.

'" '" '" ,Ndakuonera nzvimbo.
, ,

Nzvimbo ipi?

Nzvimbo iyo.

Iri basa rinondinetsa.

Basa rIpi?
A v "'''Basa r~kunyora.
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2. The conditional construction with Idal/. [As in Exercise 1,
above, the student should practice these sets of sentences,
using cues of his own devising.]

Nditsvakirewo basa.

Handirioniba.

Dai uchiriona ndaizofar~.

Ndienderewo kudhibi nhasi.

Handina nguva.
,

Dai uchida ndaizoenda syondo inouya.

Ndipewo mbeu yenzungu.

Handichina;yakapera.

Dai ndichinayo ndaikupa.

Titengeserewo nyama n~asi.

Yapera mangwanani ano.

Dai ichim~o ndaifara kumutengesera.

Ndltengere~yiwo slpo kuchitoro.

Handlendl kuchitoro n~asi.

Dai ndalngaenda kuchitoro, ndalngakutengera.

Ndltaurlre zita rake.

Handirizivi.
, """ , , ,

Dai ndairiziva, ndalkutaurira.

Ndipewo mario
"" ,Handina mario

, "" , v 'Dai ndiinayo ndaikupa.

364



SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT 37

3. Relationship between verb and abstract noun of Class 14.

'The wives are learning to cook. I

IOh, so they Ire studying cookery are they?1
/ / , / /

Vadzimai vanofunda kubika.

Vanofunda ubikisu?J
/ / , / ,

Mqjaha anofunda kuchaira.

Vanofunda uchairisu?J
/ / / , /

Vakomana vanofunda kuweza.

Vanofunda uwezis~fl'
/ , /

Varimi vanofunda kurima.

Vanofunda urimisu?J
/ / / , / ,

Vasikana vanofunda kurera vana.
A X A /Vanofunda ureri kw~vanasu?!

4. The prefix /nge-/ (or, depending on dialect, /nde-/)before
a syllable that contains the linking prefix.

,
Vaimbi vane bhuku.

Bhuku n~eraanl?

Ng~r~valmbl.

Baba vane demo.

Demo nQeraanl?
/ ,

Ngerababa.

/' , / , /

Hanzvadzi yangu ine huku.

Huku n~edzaani?

/ /' /

NQedzehanzvadzi yangu.

Tutsono nq.etwaanl?
/ / ,

Ngetwamai.
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5. The prefix /ch-/ (Cl. 7) plus linking prefix, plus the
infinitive of a verb.

IWhat shall-r do now?1

II lack something to do. 1

Ndolteltyl?
I' I'

Ndashaya chQkuita.

Ndogeza n~el(yi?

Ndashaya chQk~gezesa nacho

(ndlcho) .

Ndoenda n(a)anl?

Ndashaya wQkuenda naye.

Ndoyora nge"nyi?

Ndashaya chQkunyoresa nacho

(ndlcho) .
I' 1', I' V I' I' I'

Ndiani achandlbatsira?
I' ,I' V I' I' I'

Ndashaya anondlbatsira.

6. The prefix /ka-/ in expressions of frequency.

1How many times a week do you go to the store?t

'We go three times. I

Pavhlki munoenda kanganl kuchitoro?

Tinoenda katatu.

Pavhlki munoenda kanganl kuchechi?

Tinoenda kayirl.

Pavhlki munoenda kanganl kudhlbhi?

Tinoenda kamwe.

Pamwedzl munoenda kanganl kUdhorO~a?

Tinoenda kagUml.

Materials for additional practice.
I' I' I' I' I'

Uri kufunda zvakanaka here?

Hunde ndirl kufunda zvakanaka kwazvo.

Mufundlsi wako ndlanl?

Mufundlsi wangu ndlvaDombo.

OhJ Dombo, un~ mufundlsi wakanaka kwazvo.
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A V ,,~Musumbunuko neChlshanu.

Ndinofunga uchava n~kufunda

Munosona kangani pasyondo?
, "Tinosona kayirl pasyondo:

Amwe mazuva munoite~yi?

Chipiri tinoenda kundogeza,

, " "kwakanakaf,.

Chitatu kundochlsa.

China tinoenda kumunda wemurivo.

uri kufara here kuva p~n6?

" " ...'" " ......"Ndiri kufara kwazvo. Asi dzimwe nguva ndinofunga vabereki
"vangu.

uri mumba ipi?

Ndakaiswa mumba yaKhama.

Mutungamiri wenyu ndlani?

Tine vatungamiri vairi, mUkoma Ringlsai naTambudzal.

367



UNIT 38 SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 38

DIALOGUE MATERIAL. [The student should use his own initiative
in deciding how to study the short dialogues given below. The
goal is to incorporate into his own repertoire the words and the
grammatical constructions which they contain.]

, , ""Ndanyora tsamba dzqkumusha.

chitambi (7,8)
, , v" '" "vZvitambi ndingazvlon~ papl?

,
lzvo mwati muri kuenda•

kUdhorobha.

rutlvl (11,6)

Post Office iri murutlvl

m1;JeMain Street.

, '" ,
Ndiani ari kuenda kuRailway

Station?

Tom ~akamboti manheru ndiri

kuenda.

-bvunza

mUdzlyo (3,4)

Angandibvunzir~wo here

midziyo yangu?
"" ",

zviy~ zviy~

Zviya nzira yacho iri papl?

368

lIve written a letter (of to)
home.

stamp

Where can I get stamps?

As you said, you are going
to town.

side

The post office is on Main
Street.

Who is going to the Railway
Station?

Tom mentioned last night that
he was going.

to ask

furniture, household
goods, utensils

Can you ask [for] my things
for me?

by the way

By the way, which (where) is
the way to (of) it?
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, , " , ,
Iri panhasi pamuDzviti.

panhas{ (16)
irl panhasl zvishoma peBank.

Munazobvunza mukang~ mwasvika.

Ndlpo panotlimlrwa tsamba

here?

-ch1mbldza

Hangu. Chlmbldzal, vaya

kupflga.

-terera

Ndinada kundoterera matokari
yangu.

ZVlya ndlpo tinopinda muMain

street?

AhJ Mv,Jataura.

Zvakananglsana neCecil Hotel.

Kuti ndikasaenda sando rlno
, , v

haingafambl.

Ndafunga kumboenda kUHarare.

, , ,
Kune~yiko n~asi?

Musangano uyazve wakataurwa.

, , ,
-kanganwa

Hangul Ndanga ndakanganwa.

369

It is below the Native Com
missioner[ls].

below

It1s a little below the bank.

Youfll have to ask when you
(have) arrive(d).

Is that where letters are sent?

to hurry

Yes. Hurry, theyfre closing.

to pay tax; to obey,
submit

I want to go pay the tax my
car.

Oh, is that where we enter
Main street?

RightJ (You have spoken)

It faces the Cecil Hotel.

If I donI t go this week, [the
car]can l t go [on the roads].

I thought r'd go over to
Salisbury.

What is [going on] today.

That meeting that was spoken
about.

to forget

Oh yesJ rId forgotten.
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, , "
Unoitirwepi zviya? Where will it be held, by the

way.
, , ,
Unozong~ uri paChristian

Centre.

Kubva tozo~zwa m~auya.

, , v ' v
Asi handipazivl.

Ndichaenda peniranga.

Kunenylko zVlya?
I

'A' , " "Ndinoda kumbondotengesa.

Hongu, mbatata dZlya here?
, v' ,

Ndakadzlchera nezuro.

Ndinodalra dZln~ mutengo

wakanaka.

ZVlya vanotenga here

muzvitoro?

Zvishoma, aSl pamusika.

Mal vaplsa~hembe yavo.

Ipi yacho?

Yavo nhema lya.

Simbl halri kusanda

zvakanaka.

Daldzal mugadzirisi.

370

It will be at the Christian
Centre.

Then weill hear [about it]
when you come [back].

But r donlt know the place.

rim going to go to Penhalonga.

Whatls going on?

r want to go and do a little
selling.

Oh, yes [to sell] those potatoes?

r dug them yesterday.

r hope they bring (have) a
good price.

By the way, do they sell them
in the stores?

Not much, but [they do] at the
market.

Mother burned her dress.

which one?

That black one.

The iron isn1t working right.

Call the repairman.
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gogogo

, '" , ,
Pindai zvenyu.

kwaiwai/kwaziwai

Kwcilwcilzve sheweJ

Ndauwe'

shUmba (9~lO)

Nyamazve shewe shUmba!

humba (9~lO)

Nyama shewe humbaJ

, ,
-rwara

Muchldinl kurwara?

, , , , ,
Varara se~yi MaiMuti?

, ,
rarertyi.

-simba

ASl havasatl vasimba.

Ndichauya kuzovaona.

371

(said in lieu of knocking,
to seek admittance to a
house or room)

May I come in~ Mrs. Jongwe?

Come inl

(a greeting)

Hello!

(Courteou3 e~pression used by
women)

lion

(Courteous greeting reflecting
the fact that the greeter is
a woman and that the totemic
affiliation of the person
greeted is the lion.)

bush pig

(Same~ except that the totemic
animal of the person greeted
is the pig.)

to be ill

How are you feeling now?
(How are you now doing to be
ill?)

Oh~ it's much better.

How is Mrs. Muti?
(How did Mrs. Muti sleep?)

Oh~ last night she slept a
little better.

to become strong

But she's not stong yet.

1 111 come to see her.
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The dialogues for this unit illustrate several grammatical
situations in which the element /zv-/ is used without reference
to any antecedent noun in Class 8. These uses of /zv-/ may be
loosely described as ladverbial l .

(a) panhas{

panhas{ zvishoma

(b) " " zvakanakakusanda

( c ) " " ...... " ,
zviya ~iya

cf. " " ,
zvitambi zviya

" /chitambi chlya

(d)
, " '" " "Pindai zvenyu.

below

a little below

to work well

by the way

those stamps [that we both know
about]

that stamp

Come In.

The demonstrative stem /-ya/ is illustrated several times
in the dialogues for this unit.

"musangano uya

" Imbatata dZlya

nhema {ya

that meeting (that we were talking
about, or that we both know about)

those potatoes (that we both know
about)

that black one (that you1ve seen)

Although this is called a 'demonstrative l stem, it has nothing
to do with distance or direction, but implies that the identity
of the person or thing referred to is common knowledge of both
speaker and hearer.

Some furthur examples of the use of /"""ya/ are:

MUkomana uya w9m~akaona ~akauya.

IThat boy that you saw came. t
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Bhuku rlya r~wakatenga rakaraslka.

IThat book that you bought got lost. l

/ / / / / v/ /
Chitambi chiya ch~nezuro ndakachlona.

'That stamp (of) [that we were looking for]
yesterday, l've found it. I

This stem together with the prefix /zvi-/ produces a word
which occurs several times in these dialogues. It has the
expected tonal pattern /zvlya/ except when it precedes the main
part of the sentence, in which instances it is /zvlya/.

One of "the dialogues for this unit contains a new kind of
verb form:

she slept

the word /rare/ is called the lideophonic l form of the verb
whose stem is /-rara/. In the example cited above, the courteous
element /-~yi/ has been added to it.

The ideophonic form of a verb seems always to occur after
either the infinitive or some other form of the special verb
I-til. It is formed with /-e/ as the final vowel. The tonal
pattern has basic tone on the first syllable (i.e. high for
high verbs, low for low verbs), and (at least in some varieties
of Shona) with alternating high and low tones on the remaining
syllables:

High verbs:

Low verbs:

kurara

kuchlslsa

kuswera

/ ,
rare

chls1se
, /

swere

pUkute

In Unit 24, the tense with the non-initial prefix /-chi-/
was introduced. This tense is said to be Idependent f because
a verb in this tense cannot be the only verb in a sentence.
It was called tparticipial l because in many of its uses it is
comparable to the tonally-derived participial forms.
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There is another dependent tense in Shona, illustrated in:

... mukang~ mwasvika. • .. when/if you (have)
arrive(d).

and the corresponding negative in:

Ndlkasaenda... If I donrt go .

The characteristic prefix for this tense is /-ka-/, which
of course has the same consonant and the same vowel as the pre
fix for the hesternal tense (Unit 6, Note 1). The two tenses
differ, however, in that:

(1) the subject prefix syllable does not contain the
vowel /-a-/:

but:

ndikaenda

ndakaenda

if I go

I went (before today)

(2) the tones of /-ka-/, and of the subject prefix are
low, regardless of the person of the subject:

vakaenda

if they go

they went (before today)

The tone of an object prefix in this tense is high, and
the verb stem itself has its basic tone.

1. Use of concordial prefixes with the stem I-yale

mukomana

valmbl

mushonga

mitl

jlra

tHave you seen that boy (that we were talking
about)?'

Waona mUkomana uya here?

Waona vaimbi vaya here?

Waona mushonga uya here?

Waona miti iya here?
, , ,

Waona jira riya here?
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ma~aka

chitambi
,

zvipo
, ,

hembe

tsapato
,

rwizi

kabhudhura

tUk~k~
,

uswa

chiremba

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Waona ma~aka aya here?
, , ,

Waona chitambi chiya here?

Waona zvipo zviya here?

Waona hembe iya here?

Waona tsapato dziya here?

Waona rwizi r~ya here?

Waona kabhudhura kaya here?

Waona tukuku t~ya here?

Waona uswa huya here?

Waona chiremba ~ya here?

UNIT 38

2. Sentences that contain the ideophonic forms of some verbs.

Vamboti rarenyi.
I

Vamboti swerenyi zvavo.
I

, , ,
Ndamboti gare~yiwo.

Vamboti rimerime kupinda
,

nezuro.

She l s a little better [than yes
terday] .

They're a little better this
afternoon [than in the morning].

rive done a little more sitting
[than before].

They 1ve done a little more plow
ing than yesterday.

Muslkana haana kupukuta zvakanaka.

Ngaati pUk~te zvishoma.
, , " , , , ,

Musikana haana kuchisa zvakanaka.
, , ,,,

Ngaati chisise zvishoma.
, , "" ,

Vasikana havana kuchenesa mbatya.
, , , ,

Ngavati chenesese zvishoma.

Vakomana havana kuchengeta mombe.
!.

Ngavati chengetese zvishoma.
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Vaslkana havana kutsvalra zvakanaka.

Ngavati tsvalrise zvishoma.

Baba havana kugadzira danga zvakanaka.
/ / / / , ,

Ngavati gadzirise zvakanaka.

3. The dependent tense with /-k~-/.

IMaybe he will go. I

'If he goes, I can go also.'

'If he doesn't go, I canlt go either. r

Zvimwe achaenda.

Akaenda ndingaend~wo.
, , ,

Akasaenda handingaendiwo.

Zvimwe achafara.

Akafara ndingafar~wo.

Akasafara handingafariwo.

, , , ,
Zvimwe achadaidzwa.

Akada{dzwa ndingadaidzw~wO.

Akasadaldzwa handlngadaidzwlwo.

Zvimwe achadaro.
/ ""Akadaro ndingadarowo.

, """Akasadaro handingadarowo.

4. Further examples of the dependent tense with /-ka-/.

""" "" , ,Ukamuona unamudaidza. If you see him, (you must) call
him.
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When school is out~ I will come .

It you talk to him, he listens/
understands.

Ndikang~ ndagona ndinozoenda. If I can, Ifll go.
, v ' ,

Akabvuma ndinomutuma. If he agrees, I will send him.

Chikoro chikange chapera•
"v vndichauya.

MUkam~taurira ano~zwa.

ZVikada, ndichaenda kwaMrewa. If (it is) possible, I will go
to Mrewa.

5. The dependent tense with /-ka-/ vs. the /-cha-/ tense of
the same verb.

IShelll agree to cook sadza. t

fIf she refuses, 1 111 report her to Mother. I

Achabv~ma kubika sadza.

Akaramba ndichamutaurira kunaMai.

Achavaka imba yed~.

Akavaka, tichamupa mario

Achapukuta ndlro.

Akapedza achatamba.

, , "
Achaunganidza Tombe.

, , , " ,
Akang~ apedza achadziunza kudanga.

377



UNIT 38 SHONA BASIC COURSE

6. The dependent /-ka-/ tense in verb phrases with /-ng~/.

ISchool isn1t over yet. I

IWhen it is over, 1 111 come. I

, "Chikoro hachisati chapera.

Chikang~ chapera ndichauya.

Baba havasatl vadzoka kudare.

Vakang~ vadzoka ndichakutaurira.

Harl haisatl yazara.
, ,

Ikang~ yazara ndicharega.

·Kunze hakusatl kwachena. The rain hasn't cleared up.

KUkang~ kwachena, Baba vachaenda kujana.

,,, , ,
Nguva haisati yakwana.

..... ' v v
Ikang~ yakwana, tlchapflga.
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UNIT 39

UNIT 39

[The basic material for this unit consists of an assortment
of short texts, some in dialogue form, some in the form of mono
logues, and some in the form of miscellaneous useful sentences.
As in Unit 38, the student should use his own initiative in
deciding how to study them. As always, the goal is to make the
words and the grammatical constructions his own, so that he can
draw on them when he listens to Shona, speaks it, or reads it.]

zienza (21)

maenza (6)

Zienza rinonaya}
, , ,

Maenza anonaya

mvura kwazvo.

} rainy season

[In] zienza it rains hard.

, , "" ,Ndwizi dzinozara kwazvo.

Makomba anevamba.

Varimi vanodyara'mbesa.

~usvJa hunok-llra.
, "chipfuyo

-kora

ZVipfuyo zvinokora.

zanhl (5,6)
Miti y~se inoita mazanhl

matsva.

ZVikoro zV9se zvlnopflgwa.

chirimo

, "", ,
Chirimo kunopisa kwazvo.

Pasi pan9ng~ paya kupisa.

The rivers are very full.

Gullies get started.

The farmers plant crops.

The grass grows.

livestock

to become fat

Livestock gets fat.

leaf

All the trees put out new leaves.

All the schools are closed.

hot season, spring [NE seasons
in Mashonaland are not direct
ly comparable to seasons in
the northern hemisphere]

[In] chirimo it is very hot.

The earth is now hot.
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-tUmbuka to burst out, to flower

Uswa hunotumbuka. The grass blooms.

hanga (9,10) guinea fowl

-kanda to lay eggs

Hanga nedzimwe shiri Guinea fowl and other birds lay

dzlnokanda. eggs.

marinda (6)

, "" , ,
Ndiyo nguva y~marinda.

." "'''' \" vvTlnopfeka zVlnodzlya.

chirimwa (7,8)

Trees and grass wither.

to have, or cause to have,
a temperature above normal

We put on warm [clothing].

that which has been culti
vated

People sell what they have grown
([things] cUltivated).

protection [of fields from
wild animals]

This is the time for protecting
[the fields from baboons].

The sun is no longer hot.

disease

malaria, blackwater fever

There is malaria.

, , , , ,
rinqng~ risi~~achapisi.

hosha (9,10)

rumhungwe (11)
"" " ,Kunoita hosha yqrumhungwe.

Mitlt Ah'" At" ,nQ.uswa ZVlnooma.

-dzlya

Zuva

matsutso (6)

Mumatsutso tinodya zVitsva.

Mbesa dzqse dzlnoibva.

chando (7)

-tonhora

Chando chinotonhora'kwazvo.

season when crops are about
to ripen

In matsutso we eat fresh [things].

All crops ripen.

cold; the cold season

to be cold

[The season of] chando is very
cold.
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chipuka (7,8)
shiri (9,10)

, ,
-tama

, ,
Zvipuka nedzimwe shiri

, ",
zvinotama.

, , ,
-pupura

Mbesa dzlnopupurwa.

-tirnba

Varimi vanotimba minda
, ,

yavo.

mapitse (6)

ZVikaro zVlnaita mapitse.

Chirimo kunopisa'kwazo.

-sambira

Vana vanosambira.

wild animal or reptile

bird

to change residence

Animals and some birds migrate.

to reap

Crops are harvested.

to plough for second time

Farmers do their winter plowing.

competition

Schools have competitions.

Itts very hot in chirimo.

to float., swim

Children swim.

leaf

Grass and leaves wither.

shizha (5,6)
Uswa n~mashizha zVin~ng~

zvaoma.

ZVipfuya zVlnashaya kUdya. Livestock lacks food.

"" ,,, AV 'Yasvika nguva yemupfudze. The time for fertilizing has
:,

arrived.

Muri varimisu pana? So youfre farmers here?J
, "

Tiri kundoedzaw~ zvedu. We do our best.
, "Chinyi chino·nyanya What is most necessary?

I ,

kudlkanwa?

Kuti uchida kurima, ana kuti If you want to farm, be sure
whether you have tools ('[ things]

une zV9kusandlsa here. to use').
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Ndinodawo p~k~rlma muriwo.
.. , .. , ,

Mbeu m~aya nadzo here?

-tutsira

I I d like a pJ...ace to raise muriwOl •

Do you have any seeds?

to add

Ndine shoma; ndingazotutsir~. I have a few. I may add [some]
later.

badza(S) mapadza(6)

Icho ndisina lbadza.
, J'" , "

Ivu repano rinodisa

mupf~dze.
,

zve

Zve~ r{noda mvura zh{nj{.

-kwana
, , , v v

Taverenga zvakakwana.

Ngat{ch{mboise mabh~ku pas{.

, ".... ..,
Muri kukasikira mufundisi

(mudz{dzlsi).

Ngatlverengezve pamwe.

mubvunzo (3~4)

Nd{an{ ach{ nemubvunzo?

Tazonatsa ku~zwa.

Mangwananl shewe.

Mangwanan{ chirombowe.

hope (9~IO)
.. v' ,

Dzehopezve chirombowe?

-pumuza.., .. , ,
Alwa~ tapumuza.
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hoe

What I lack is a hoe.

The soil around here really needs
fertilizer

in addition~ besides

Also~ it needs a lot of water.

to suffice~ be enough

We've read enough.

Now letts put our books down for
a bit.

You're going [too] fast, teacher.

Letts read again together.

question

Who still has a question?

We understand quite well now.

Good morning.

Good morning.

face; sleep~ dream

How did you sleep? [Used with
travelers/visitors who have come
to a place]

to take a rest on a journey

Well~ it1s over with.
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Mwararawo zvakadinl muviri
I

wenyU uya?
"" "" ,Aiwa, zvaya kubvira kuva.

uSlku (14)

M~a~zwa seVyi kutonhora
, ,

usiku?

II Chadzlka ch?se n~asiJ

D~d you get a good rest?

Oh, very much better.

night

(How) did you feel the cold last
night?

Say! It [the frost?] all came
down today!

Munotamatama here? Do you change residence often?

Ahl Tinotamatama kasl~~aperi. We move constantly. (We move
times without end.)

Takatama kashanu pamakore We've moved five times in the last
eight years.

AhJ ZVlnhu zVlnonetsa izviJ

Hapana zvqkuita.

Munombofunga n~ehama dzenyu

here kumusha?

Hongu. Tinodziona kana

tichlnga taenda kuU.S.A.
,,, "" """ , ,Vakambouya kumuona here muri

kuno?

HazvlmboitlkiJ KUfamba

kunoda marl.

Mungatiudz~ nqkusanduka
, v v ' ,

kwenguva pagore here?
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Oh, that 1s a nuisance!

There's nothing to do [about it].

Do you ever think about your
relatives at home?

Oh yes. And we go to see them
whenever we are in the U.S.

Have they ever come to see you
(while you are) here?

It's impossibleJ Travel is
very expensive.

Tell me about the change of seasons
[in America]?
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TinQ kusanduka kuna,
, , ,

kwakadai nge spring, summer,

fall, winter.

I Summer r yakadai n~ezlenza

here?

Hazvlna kunyatsoenzana(ba).
, ,

Mu I summer J hamunyanyonayi.

Zve, munoti plse kunyanya.

We have four changes, namely spring,
summer, fall and winter.

Is summer like zienza?

Theytre not very similar.

In summer it doesntt rain very
much.

Besides, itts very hot.

Note that the stem /-mwe/ corresponds both to English
Isomel and to English lother l . It differs tonally from /-mwe/
tonel. Also~ /-mwe/ usually precedes the noun that it goes
with, while /-mwe/ usually follows the noun.

Note the use of /zvimwe/ by itself as an tadverbial l modi
fier, corresponding to English Iperhapsl. In this respect,
cf. Unit 38, Note 1.

In the sentence /zuva r{nQng~ rlslngachaplsi/, the prefix
/-cha-/ corresponds to English tstill t , and does not have
future meaning. Compare Unit 7, Note 1.

1. Concords with /-mwe/ tsome other l •

tIs that shirt warm?l

lIt isn1t very warm. r

tBuy another that is warm. I

Iyo hembe lnodzlya here?
, , "

Hainatsi kudziya.

Tenga imwe lnodzlya.
, , , ,,, ,

Idzo tsapato dzinodziya here?

Hadzlnatsl kUdzlya.
, , , , "

Tenga dzimwe dzinodziya.
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, , , ,
Hainatsi kudziya.

" "" ,Tenga imwe in6dziya.

Iro bhurukwa rlnodzlya here?

Harlnatsl kUdzlya.
" " , ,,,

Tenga rimwe rinodziya.
, , " ,

Idzo mbatya dzinodziya here?
, , ~ ,-

Hadzinatsi kudzlya.

Tenga dzimwe dzlnodziya.

UNIT 39

In Unit 32, Note 1, we met one group of nouns which are
derived from verbs. These were the agentive nouns, in Classes
1 and 2, with the final vowel /-i/. Several other types of
nouns that are related to verbs occur in the basic materials
for this unit:

cr.
and:

cf.

cr.

cr.

cr.

chirimwa (7,8)
"" "kurimwa

chlnorimwa

mUbvunzo (3,4)
kUbvunza

chirlmo (7,8)
" "kurima

mapitse (6)

kupltsa

marinda (6)

kurinda

something cultivated

to be cultivated

that which is cultivated

question

to ask

a season for agriculture

to cultivate, plough

competition

to reply, boast of

season for protecting

to guard, protect
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2. Various crops, with verbs appropriate to them; participial
vs. idephonic forms of the verb.

LHave the potatoes been dug?t

fJust a little. t

Mbatata dzati dzacherwa here.

Dzamboti cherwe zvishoma.

Zviyo zvati zvachekwa here?

Zvamboti chekwe zvishoma.

Shushururu dzati dzaibva here?

Dzandoti lbve zvishoma.

Mbesa dzati dzapupurwa here?

Dzandoti p~purwe rutivi. (~n part1

Jangano rati ravambwa here?
Randoti vambwe chinhambwe chapera.

Chibarwe chati chabviswa mumunda here?

Chamboti bViswe zvishoma.

3. Linking prefix followed either by the infinitive or by
the participial form of a verb.

" "" '" '" A vTinodyara magwere nguvaVY1?

Muzienza ndlyo nguva
A v '" '"ygkudyara.

Tinopupura nguvaVY1?

Muchando ndlyo nguva
A v '" '" "ygkupupura.

, "A v
Tinorima nguvanyl?

, I

Mumavambo ezlenza ndlyo

nguva ygkurima.

[At] what time do we sow maize?

In zienza (,that) is the time
of sowing.

When do we reap?

In chando, (,that) is the time
of reaping.

When do we plough?

In the beginning of zienza is
the time of ploughing.
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, A V

Tinochera mupfundze nguva:t(Yl?

Kuvamba kwechfrimo ndfyo

nguva yetinochera mupfudze.

, " ,
Tapedza kupupura ndiyo

, , A v' ,
nguva YQkutimba.

Tinodirira nguvanYl?•
Tapedza kUdyara ndiyo

nguva yetlnodirira.

Tinopfeka dzinodzfya
, A V

nguva:t(yl?

Pachando ndfyo nguva

yetlnopfeka dzlnodzfya!

When do we plough for the second
time?

When we have finished harvesting
is the time for reploughing.

When do we water?

When wetve finished sowing is
when we water.

[During] what period do we put
on warm [clothes]?

(tIn cold [weather] is the time
of our putting on those [clothes]
tha t are warm. I )

When do we dig [?] manure/fertilizer?

The beginning of chirimo is the
time when we dig [?] fertilizer/
manure.

4. Two contrasting kinds of verbal phrase.

mumba Mumba muchf kutonhora

here?

Is it still hot in the house?

, ,
mvura

No, itts cool now.(IIn is
cool now. I )

Mvura yava kupfsa here? Is the water hot now?
•

Kwete. Ichf kutonhora.

zvidhlna ZVidhfna zvlchf kuplsa

here?

Kwete. Hazvlchf

kuplsa. Zvaya kupora.

Harf yapora here?

Kwete .. Ichl kuplsa.
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No, its1s still cold.

Are the bricks still hot?

No, theytre not still hot.
Theytre cool now.

Is the pot cooled off?

No, itts still hot.
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,
ivu

, " "Kwete. Richi kupisa.

mapflhwa Mapflhwa achl kuplsa

here?

Has the earth/soil cooled off?

No itts still hot.

bhlkiri

,
pachoto

simbi

mbatata

nyama

kunze

Kwete. Atonhora.

/Apora.

Bhlkiri rapora here?

Kwete. Rlchl kuplsa.

Pqchoto patonhora

here?
" , ,

Pachi kudziya.

Kofi lChl kUdzlya

here?

Kwete. Yaya kutonhora.

51mbi yaya kutonhora

here?

Kwete. Ichl kuplsa.

Mbatata dzaya kUdzlya

here?

Kwete. DZlchl kuplsa.

Nyama yaya kupora here?

Kwete. Ichl kuplsa.

Kunze kuChl kutonhora

here?

Kwete. Kwaya kUdzlya.

388



SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 40

UNIT 40

[Unit 40 consists of two medium-length dialogues, followed
by a large number of two-line conversational fragments. The
former contain new vocabulary, but the latter are intended as
review of vocabulary that has occurred in earlier units. The
student should use the blank right-hand column on each page
for writing in English translations, or cues of other kinds,
so that he may practice producing the Shona sentences.

"" '" "" "Ndakatenga hembe itsva.
, ", ", "Wakatenga yakaita se~yi?

Ndakatenga'zvangu chena.

Makorokoto wena waane hembe

itsvaJ

Ndine urombo nokuti handlna
, "kuona iyo ndaida.

Walda yakadini?

Ndalda ine mavara machena

nq.matsvuku.

Ndaona mUkomana ari kumhanylsa

motokari.

Vanga achlendepl?

Handlzlvi, zvimwe kuTsonzo.

Vanga aine motokari yakaita
"

se~yi?

Vanga aine motokari tsvuku.

(an expression of felicitation
or congratulation)
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(the usual answer to the above;
literally 'all of us l )

sorrow

-tsvuku
, ,

-mhanya

pachlpamwe

,
wena

, ,
mavara

, ,
muvara

(6 )

(3,4) }

(a word for Iyou (sg.)t not found
in the Shona dictionary, but pre
sent in some other Bantu lan
guages to the south and east of
Shona)

colour

red, brown, etc.

to run, go fast

(an expression used when meeting
a person who has already been
greeted on the same day)

TWO-LINE FRAGMENTS
OF CONVERSATIONS

1. Mai wakwidibira sadza.

2. Rega usabate.

1. M~asvika rini pano?

2. Ndasvika mai vachi

kukubvura sadza.

1. Ndiri kutengesa nhanga.

2. Munoita mari~yi?
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1. Ndatenga chitambi

kuchitoro.

UNIT 40

2. Ndavanyorera masoko ese
!>

ari kuno.

1. Vanhu vane basa nguva

y~marinda.

2. Nguva ygmatsutso

vanoitel(yi?

1. Mazanhi ~mahobo aoma

nechando.

2. Baba vasima mamwe mahobo
I

nltasi .

1. John ¥anga ari kurwara.

2. Chiremba ndiye ~akamurapa.

1. Ndinoda kugurira miti

yangu.

2. Wabvepi nayo?
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1. Ndisekuru vabatanidza

mbatya.

2. Munoda kuisa mumvura

lnodziyasu?

1. RUdzi~yi ruri mumusha

mwenyu?

2. Mune ndudzi zhinji, asi

ini ndiri muBocha.

1. Wakanonga banga rangu

here?

2.

1.

2.

1.

2.

1.

2.

Ndakarinongera chinhambo

kubva mumugwagwa.

Mwana ~akanyarara here?

Ndamuradzika pamubhedha.

Mwakatengepi chikochikari
I

chenyu?

Ndakachitenga Peniranga.

K~a~iwai chirombowe.

K~a~iwai shewe.
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1. Baba Gomo vakadonhesa

mari nezuro.

2. Vati vaiona here?

1. Baba vabaya hanga.

2. Waona dziri papi?

1. Dunhu r~kwaMutare

rinopisa kwazvow

2. Ndinodaira kwaMutambara

kunopisa kupinda.

1. Mhuri yababa Marata ihuru.

2. Vane 1mba yakakura sevyi?

1. Mabwacha anobvepi?

2. Anobva kuIndia.

1. Mwana ari kuchema.

2. Kubvani waane nzara.
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1. Ndichachisa mbatya n~asi.

2. Masimbe unao here?

1. Ndiani wakatora tsanga

kurwizi?

2.

1.

2.

1.

Dzakatorwa naSekuru.

Munoite~yi zienza?

Tinorima minda.

Sara wakaenda nani
• •

kwaNyadire?

2. Vakaenda zvake 9ga.

1. Ziso raManeta rinorwadza.

2. Mutaurire azore mushonga.

1. Vana vachaita mapitse

sondo rlnouya.

2. Vanonga vapedza ruzororo

here?
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1. N~e~yi akatiza kubva

musango nezuro?

2. Vakati ndakaona shumba

yakarara.

1. Shiri zhinji dzinoendepi

pachando?

2. Hauzivi here kuti

dzinotama?

1. Mukoma vangu havachina

kusimba.

2. Vanga vari kurwarasu?

,
1. Ndoisa mvura yakadini

muhari?

2. Isa bhikiri rimwe

chete.

1. Tiri kuenda kudhorobha

nhasi.

2. Munochimbidza kuuya

here?
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1. Ngoro yenyu yaendepi

h .?n,asl.

2. Iri kutakura mupfudza.

1. Sadza ranyanya kukora.

2. AhJ waregera richikora

zvakadaro n~e~yi?

1. Baba Mukarati vakamangara

mhaka yavo kuhofisi.

2. Vakamangara rinizve?

1. Tine chimbudzi chakanaka.

2. Ndiani ~akachivaka?

1. Mukomana ~akanda dombo

pamba.

2. Mafafitera haana

kuputsika here?

1. Denga reimba yedu

rinonaya.

2. Isu redu rakagadzirwa

nababa.
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1. Mfakapupura zvakadini

gore rino?

2. Magwere gumi remasaki,

zviyo masaki mana enzungu

makumi mairi.

1. Masanga mbuya.

2. Ndauwe.

1. Munda wenyu une

marindasuJ

2. Kwete hauna marinda.

1. Vanhu vakadzidza huroya

vanoita basa re~yi?

2. Vanobatsira zvizhinji

vanonga vaine mhaka

dzavo.

1. Chiremba unonyanorapa

nguvaJ;lyi?

2. Unonyanya kuvamba

panguva dzegumi.

397

UNIT 40



UNIT 40 SHONA BASIC COURSE

1. M~asvika rini pano?

2. Ndasvika zvangu

chinhambwe chapfuura

ichi.

1. Vadzidza vQffiutauro

vanobvepi?

2. Vanobva mhiri kwegungwa.

1 .. Munda v~madhumbe uri

p~tyo here?

2. Kwete, hauri p~tyo;

uri kure.

,
1. Ndatenga hari isina

chigadzo.

2. Ukatenga ine chigadzo,

yakapinda kunaka.

1. Baba vaenda kujana

nhasi.
I

2. Vanoenda kangani pamwedzi?
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1. Ndauya kumaira mutenda

wenyu.

2. Haari pano. Waenda
I

kuhosipitare mambakwedza

ano.

1. M~akauya ne~yi kubva

Amerika?

2. Takauya nendege.

1. Mabhunu anobvepi?

2. Anobva mhiri kwenyanza.
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UNIT 41

Units 41 - 49 differ from Units 1 - 40 in four ways:

(1) They are not based on dialogues, but on narrative

texts.

(2) There are no grammar notes, and no sets of sen

tences organized for systematic practice.

(3) The only tone markings are I-I, which indicates

that the verb should have participial tones, and Ii, which

means that the verb has relative tones.

(4) The texts display occasional inconsistencies in

spelling and in word division.

(5) Their principal purpose is to give the student

an opportunity to develop habits of self-sufficiency in

adapting, learning and using material from a wide variety of

Shona texts; secondary purposes are review of grammar and in

crease of vocabulary.

These nine units should therefore be used in all or most

of the following ways:

(1) Working with his tutor, the student should mark

all tones in the A version of the story.

(2) Covering the A version, and referring to it as

little as possible, the student should read the text aloud at

least twice in the hearing of his tutor, reading from the B

version. [The B version should never be marked for tones.]

(3) Read aloud at least twice from the C version,

which contains the stems of the words but not the affixes.
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(4) Read aloud at least twice from the D version,

which contains the affixes but lacks most of the roots.

(5) Answer and ask questions about the text.

(6) Ask the tutor to retell the same material twice

in his own words. Ask questions if necessary.

(7) The student should retell the same material in

his own words.

Version A
[Mark tones in fAI only.]

1. Rimwe zuwa, Tsuro naDiro

vakapangana kundoba.

2. Vakafunga kundoba mba-

mbaira dzavaZvanyanya.

3. Tsuro, ngeungwaru hwake,

wakati ngatiende.

4. Vakaenda kumunda

vaZvanyanya wembambaira.

5. Vandoti svikevyi mumunda

mwacho,

6. Tsuro wakati, Sekuru

munozochera ini

ndichirinda~
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Version B
[Do not mark tones in IBt.]

Rimwe zuwa, Tsuro naDiro

vakapangana kundoba.

Vakafunga kundoba mbambaira

dzavaZvanyanya.

Tsuro, ngeungwaru hwake,

wakati ngatiende.

Vakaenda kumunda vaZvanyanya

wembambaira.

Vandoti svikenyi mumunda

mwacho,

Tsuro wakati, Sekuru munozochera

ini ndichirinda.
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7· Diro nekusaziva rakabvuma

kuchera.

8. Rando'ci cherenyi zvishoma

shoma,

9. Tsuro kakatsvaka bvute

rakanaka kakarara.

10. Garegare tsuro akanzwa

vanhukutaura.

Diro nekusaziva rakabvuma kuchera.

Randoti cherenyi zvishoma shoma,

Tsuro kakatsvaka bvute

rakanaka kakarara.

Garegare tsuro akanzwa vanhukutaura.

11. Wakasimuka chinyararire Wakasimuka chinyararire akasiya

akasiya diro aripo. diro aripo.

12. Vanhu vakaona rlrikuita Vanhu vakaona rlrikuita basa

basa basa kuchera. basa kuchera.

13. Vamwe vakadaidzira vachiti, Vamwe vakadaidzira vachiti,

vaZvanyanya munda waperaJ vaZvanyanya munda waperaJ

14. Izvo rakanzwa kudaidza Izvo rakanzwa kudaidza rakada

rakada kutiza. kutiza.

15. Varume vese vakarikomba. Varume vese vakarikomba.

16. Raona kuti hapachina Raona Kuti hapachina chakanaka.

chakanaka.

17. Rakakwira mumuti murefu.
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18. Varume vakatora mapfumo

avo vakaribaya.

19. Rakabva rafa ngepamusana

pemwoyo waro.

Varume vakatora mapfumo avo

vakaribaya.

Rakabva rafa ngepamusana

pemworo waro.

Version C

Rimwe zuwa Tsuro naDiro ....pangana kundoba. Vakafunga

""Iba mbambaira ~aZvanyanya. Tsuro, ngeungwaru "'ke,

....ti ende. ....enda lImunda vaZvanyanya .-mbambaira.

lI... ti svikelll mumunda t1tcho, Tsuro ....ti, Sekuru

mug chera ini ndi",rinda. Diro ne ziva ....bvuma kuchera .

.....ti cher~ zvishoma shoma, Tsuroq tsvaka bvute ....naka

....rara. Garegare tsuro "'nzwa vanhukutaura. -....simuka

IIfnyararire IIIsiya diro IIIpo. Vanhu ....ona ririkuita basa

basa kuchera. "mwe ....daidzira ti, vaZvanyanya munda

~eraJ ~o ....nzwa kudaidza da IItiza. Varume vese

lIkalikomba. Raona kuti ha na lIakanaka. ....kwira mumuti

~efu. Varume ....tora mapfumo avo vallllbaya. R~bva ~a

_pamusana ~woyo w~o.

Version D

Rimwe zuwa na ana kund~. Vaka....a

kundqll m' ira dza Tsuro, nge hwake,

waka" ngati..... Vaka~ kl va we a.

Vando. :nyi mu mwa.., Tsuro waka., L1.

munozo....a ini ndichi Diro nekusalllt raka ku...-a.

Rando S :nyi zvi shoma, ) kaka 7 a _e rakQ.la __
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mu_.

ngepa..... pe.... w<4l.

kaka_. Gar c tsuro aka I 9; kutaura. Wak~ka

chi re aka.... diro ~o. V~ vakatna ririkulll ....

•• kuIZ ,. V~ vaka -a vachi., vaZvanyanya

walllP! Izvo rakaQ ku I rak~ ku..... V; vIII

vakari I. Ra_ kuti hapachi. chaka Raka_a fit.]__

Va.... vaka ma avo vakarillll. Rakalll rail

1. Tsuro naDiro vakapangana here?
Vakabayana here?
Ndiani vakapangana kundoba?
Vakapangana rini?

2. Vakafunga kundoba here?
Vakandoba nzungu here?
Vakaendepi?
Vakandoitenyi?

3. Tsuro wainga neungwaru here?
Diro naTsuro vakadzoka here?
Ndiani wainga neungwaru?
Vakatinyi?

4. Vakaenda kumunda waZvanyanya here?
Vakakwira mugomo here?
Vakaenda kupi?
Kwakange kuinenyi?

5. Vakasvika mumunda mwacho here?
Vakapinda mumba mwacho here?
Vakadini wandoti svikenyi?
Mwakange muri mumunda mwaani?

6. Tsuro vakataura here kuna sekuru?
Vakachera vese here?
Ndiani vakachera?
Tsuro vakaitenyi?
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7. Diro rakabvuma here?
Raiziwa here?
Ndiani akabvuma?
Ndiani akatumwa?

8. Rakachera nguwa huru here?
Vakachera wese here?
Wakachera nguwa yakadini?
Waidenyi?

9. Tsuro kakatsvaka bvute here?
Kakange kaina diro here?
Kakatsvakenyi?
Kakadini mubvute?

10. Tsuro wakanzwa vanhu here?
Diro rakanzwawo here?
Ndiani akanzwa vanhu?
Vanhu vaiitenyi?

11. Tsuro vakasimuka here?
Sekuru wakasimukawo here?
Ndiani vakasimuka chinyarire?
Vakasiya diro aripi?

12. Vanhu vakaona diro here?
Tsuro vakamuonawo here?
Diro raiitenyi?
Ndiani vakaona diro?

13. Vanhu vakadaidzira here?
Vanhu vakaramba vakanyarara here?
Vaka daidzira vachitinyi?
Zvanyanya wanga ari ani?

14. Diro rakanzwa kudaidzira here?
Tsuro vakadaidzira here?
Rakada kuitenyi?
Raida kuendepi?

15. Varume vakarikomba here?
Vakaricheka here?
Ndiani wakakombwa?
Vanhu vaidenyi?
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16. Rakaona chakanaka here?
Zvakarifadza here?
Rakaonenyi?
Ndiani akaona kuti hapachina chakanaka?

17. Rakakwira mumuti here?
Rakagara pasi here?
Ndiani akakwira mumuti?
Rakakwira mumuti wakadini?

18. Varume vakaribaya here?
Vakarisiya here?
Ndiani vakaribaya?
Vakatorenyi?

19. Rakabva rafa here?
Rakaramba ririmumuti here?
Ngenyi rakafa?
Rakange riinenyi?

1. Kune matiro here kumusha kwenyu?

2. Mune mhandongani dzetsuro?

3. Tsuro dzenyu dzakangwarawo here?

4. Ndiani vaneminda yekurima?

5. Mbambaira dzenyu dzakaita senyi?

6. Miti yenyu yakafanana neyedu here?

7. Kune mapfumowo here?
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NEW WORDS

UNIT 41

-ba to steal

mbambaira (9,10) sweet potato

ungwaru (14) cleverness

-rinda to guard, stand guard

-bvuma to agree, consent

-simuka to stand up

407

chinyararire silently (cf.
-nyararira, to be,
become silent)

-komba to surround

pfumo (9,10) spear

-baya to stab

pamusana on account of

musana (3,4) back (anat.)
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UNIT 42, Part 1

Version A
[Mark tones in IA' only.]

Version B
[Do not mark tones in IBt.]

1.

2.

Tsuro naDiro vakange

vaine ushamwari.

Tsuro wakati sekuru

Tsuro naDiro vakange vaine

ushamwari.

Tsuro wakati sekuru ndinoda

ndinoda nyimo nemagwere. nyimo nemagwere.

3.

4.

Diro rakati ngatiende

kumunda kwaZvanyanya.

Wakatungamidzana kuenda

kumunda.

Diro rakati ngatiende kumunda

kwaZvanyanya.

Wakatungamidzana kuenda kumunda.

5. Waakusvika, tsuro wakati, Waakusvika, tsuro wakati,

6.

7.

8.

9.

nga t:i.dzoke.

Diro rakaramba kudzoka.

Rakaramba richienda.

Baba Zvanyanya vakange

vagere patyo nemunda.

Vakaona diro ragara

mubvute.

ngatidzoke.

Diro rakaramba kudzoka.

Rakaramba richienda.

Baba Zvanyanya vakange vagere

patyo nerrunda.

Vakaona diro ragara mubvute.

,
ari10. Vakadaidzira majaha Vakadaidzira majaha akange

akange ari pajangano. pajangano.

11. Vakauya vakaridzinga. Vakauya vakaridzinga.

12. Rikabva rakwira mugomo. Rikabva rakwira mugomo.
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Version C

Tsuro ~Diro vakange vaine ushamwari. Tsuro wakati

sekuru _it da nyimo ..magwere. Diro ....ti Idl __ende "munda

....Zvanyanya. .....tungamj,.j__•• _enda '-munda. Hlal svika,

tsuro ~ti, 3; 'dzoke. Diro ...J.ramba "dzoka. ~ramba

, J . enda. Baba Zvanyanya vakange _gere patyo _munda.

Y J ,na diro lliigara _bvute. ....daidzira majaha .tkang. iri

...-j angano. ilIIIrIiIIRuya ....ridzinga. ....bva _kwira ..gomo.

Version D

Tsuro na~ vaka~ vaine J •
T wakati

ndinoda .,.2.... ne 21 Diro rakati d 1.' I lit? ku__a.
kwaZvanyanya. Wakat dlIllidzana kuenda ku 7

•• Waaku 'J.,

• wakati, ngati.z.... Diro raka_lIlIIIa ku Z 11. Raka 1 dL

richi"'a. Baba Zvanyanya vak~ va~ I (3 r. z.
Vaka_ .-.-. ra~ ml.I_.... Vaka 7 '? ' ra ma~ alga-
paj 8

Questions

Vaka..- vaka 'j , 8. Rik~ ra.l.... mu~.

1. Tsuro naDiro vakange vaine ushamwari here?
Vakange vaine ukama here?
Ndiani vakange vaine ushamwari?
Ngenyi tsuro nadiro vakange vaine ushamwari?

2. Tsuro wakataura chiro here kuna diro?
Tsuro waida madima nenzungu here?
Ngenyi tsuro aida nyimo nemagwere?
Ndiani aida nyimo nemagwere?

3. Diro wakamupa here?
Diro vakaenda kumunda kwake here?
Ngenyi vakaenda kumunda waZvanyanya?
Vakaenda koodini?
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4. Wakaenda here kumunda?
Vakaenda kumunda vadiro here?
Vakatora papi nyimo nemagwere?
Vakaenda kumunda waani?

5. Tsuro vakasvika here kumunda vemagwere?
Wakadzokera panzira here?
Ngenyi tsuro kakadzokera panzira?
Ngenyi kakafunga kudzokera?

6. Diro rakabvuma here kudzoka?
Wakaramba achienda here?
Ngenyi diro rakaramba kudzoka?
Ndiani wakaramba achienda?

7. Rakaramba richienda here?
Diro rakabvuma kudzoka here?
Ngenyi rakaramba richienda?
Chinyi chakaita kuti diro arambe achienda?

8. Baba Zvanyanya vakange vari patyo here?
Wakange vagere kumba kwavo here?
Vakange vari papi?
Ndiani vakange ari patyo nemunda?

9. Vakaona diro here?
Vakaona riri mumuti here?
Rakange ragara papi?
Diro rakange richidini?

10. Vakadaidzira vamwe here?
Vakadaidza mhandara here?
Ndiani vakadaidzwa nababa Zvanyanya?
Majaha akange achiitenyi?

11. Vakomana vakauya here kuridzinga?
Vakaramba vari pajangano here?
Ndiani vakadzinga diro?
Vakariita senyi?

12. Rakabva rakwira mugomo here?
Rakarambira mubvute here?
Ngenyi diro rakakwira mugomo?
Ndiani vakaridzinga?
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1. Imhukanyi dzinodya mbesa muminda?

2. Kwenyu muno rinda minda here?

3. Imhukanyi dzinonyanya kuonekwa pachikoro chemutauro?

4. Kune zvipfuyo zvizhinji here kwenyu?

5. Munyika ina matiro anogara panyi?

6. Vana vanoita senyi kuti vaona matiro?

NEW WORDS

-tundgamidzana lit., to lead one another

-dzinga to drive off

Part II

UNIT 42

Version A
[Mark tones in IAI only.]

1. Tsuro naMagondo wainga

neushamwari.

2. Wakaenda kundotsvaka

zvekudya.

3. Magondo wakaona mwana

akarara.

4. Akatiza akabva aguka

gumbo.

5. Vakomana vakange vari

kutema huni.
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Version B
[Do not mark tones in IBI.]

Tsuro naMagondo wainga neushamwari.

Wakaenda kundotsvaka zvekudya.

Magondo wakaona mwana akarara.

Akatiza akabva aguka gumbo.

Vakomana vakange vari kutema

huni.
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6.

7.

8.

9.

Vakamuona ari kutsamhina.

Vakatiza nematemo avo.

, ,
Vakamutematema akafa.

Mukoma vavo akava tevera.

Vakamuona ari kutsamhina.

Vakatiza nematemo avo.

Vakamutema tema akafa.

Mukoma vavo akava tevera.

10. Akaona vatogara zvavo

pasi.

Akaona vatogara zvavo pasi.

11. Mwanetasu vaningina? Mwanetasu vaningina?

12. Basazve iro taita mukoma. Basazve iro taita mukoma.

Version C

Tsuro .Magondo ~ga _shamwari. _enda tsvaka

IIIkudya. Magondo Ina ~na IIIrara. IIttiza IItbva ~uka

gumbo . ~omana _nge ~i tllltema huni. Va 7 ona eri

kutsamhina. tiza ....temo avo. Va bematema ~a.

Mukoma tilt IIIva tev~ra. lIIona vallgara zvavo pasi. IIInet~

lIPingi~a? Basalll iro IIJta mukoma.

Version D

Tsuro naMe wai4la neu ' i. Waka' kundo••'"

M wakaa. .ana ak~a. aka-au._-=Ct

g Va' vaka_ vari ku~_. Vakam~a.
kU•••Ii' . Vaka-.a nema,- avo. Vakamu' aka•.

M't•• vavo aka ). Akallll vato_ zvavo _. Mw~a_-=)su

v~a•••? _zve iro t~ m1ti••,
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Questions.

1. Tsuro naMagondo vaiva shamwari here?
Vakange vachigara mumba mumwe here?
Ndiani vakange vaine ushamwari?
Ngenyi vakange vaine ushamwari?

2. Vakange vaina zvokudya zvao here?
Vakaenda kwaMutare here kundotenga zvokudya?
Ndiani vakaenda kundotsvaka zvokudya?
Vakaendepi kundotsvaka zvokudya?

3. Tsuro wakaona mwana here?
Magondo ~akaona mwana mugomo here?
Ndiani vakaona mwana akarara?
Magondo wakaona mwana ari papi?

4. Magondo wakange achifamba here?
Vakange akamira hake here?
Ngenyi magondo akaguka gumbo?
Magondo wakaita senyi?

5. Vakomana vakange vari kurima here?
Vakange vari pamba here?
Ndiani vakange vachitema huni?
Vakomana vakange vachiitenyi?

UNIT 42

6. Vakomana vakaona magondo here?
Ngenyi magondo akange achitsamhina?
Magondo vakange ari kuita senyi izvo vakomana vakamuona?
Ndiani wakaguka gumbo ari kutiza?

7. Vakandamunangisa chete here?
Vakamudzingirira here?
Vakomana vakaita senyi?
Ndiani vakatiza nematemo avo?

8. Vakamurega achienda zvake here?
Vakomana vakamuuraya here?
Ndiani vakauraya magondo?
Ngenyi vakomana vakamuuraya?
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9. Vakateverwa nemukoma vavo here?
Mukoma vavo vakauraya magondo here?
Ndiani vakavatevera?
Ngenyi mukoma vavo akavatevera?

10. Mukoma vakaona vaningina vachitema huni here?
Vakaona vakagara pasi here?
Mukoma vakaona vaningina vari kuitenyi?
Ngenyi vakange vagara pasi?

11. Wakabvunza chiro here kuvaningina vake?
Vakavatuma here?
Ngenyi mukoma akabvunza vaning1na?
Mukoma vakatinyi?

12. Wakapindura chinhu here?
Vakaramba vakanyarara here?
Ndiani vakange vaneta?
Ngenyi vakange vaneta?

1. Muna magondo here munyika yenyu?

2. Vanoruma vanhu here?

3. Vaningina venyu vangani?

4. Matemonyi ayo munosandisa?

5. Zvekudya zvenyu zvinobvepi?

6. Ndiani anomufundisa mutauro?

NEW WORDS

Magondo Hyena

-guka to break

gumbo(5) makumbo(6), leg

-tsamhina to limp

-tevera to follow

414



SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 43

UNIT 43

Version A
[Mark tones in IAI only.]

1. Chuma naChibharo vaigara

murimwe Guta.

2. Vaienda kuchikoro mazuva

ose, chete Mugobera.

3. Vaifara kuendako

nguvadzose.

4. Rimwe zuva vakaona

manyana pamugwagwa.

5. Vakada kuti vaabate

6. Vakaramba vachiatevera

kwezuva rose.

7. Vakagara kuchikoro

ngepamusana pemanyana.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in IBI.]

Churna naChibharo vaigara murimwe

Guta.

Vaienda kuchikoro mazuva ose,

chete Mugobera.

Vaifara kuendako nguvadzose.

Rimwe zuva vakaona manyana

pamugwagwa.

Vakada kuti vaabate akatiza.

Vakaramba vachiatevera kwezuva

rose.

Vakagara kuchikoro ngepamusana

pemanyana.

8. Vakasvika kudzimba dzavo, Vakasvika kudzimba dzavo,

9. Vabereki vavo havana Vabereki vavo havana kufara.

kufara.

10. Remangwana vana vakenda

kuchikoro.

11. Mufundisi haana kufara

nezvakaita vana.

Remangwana vana vakaenda kuchikoro.

Mufundisi haana kufara nezvakaita

vana.
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Version C

Chuma ~hibharo lIItara lItimwe guta. ~nda ~hikoro

_uva .e, chete Mugobera. _fara .nda" nguvaeose.

IImwe zuva vak~ "nyana ~ugwagwa. IIIIda kuti IIIbatil

~iz.. eamba va"atevera .ezuva 'ose. V~ara

kuchikoro llusana _nyana. _svika IIIlzimba dzavo,

lIIt:>ereki .-vo 1a .fara. .angwana .na _enda kutll-koro.

lIfundisi ~a tlfara akaita ~na.

Version D

Chuma na eo va~a mur~••

ma_ ~J _e Mt. a. Vai_a k14."l ko dzose.

Vak~ kuti va~e

Vak.a4a".

pamt:l•••Ri.•••• vaka_ maJilj••

~_.)a vachia•••a kwe~•••••akqa_~!.

ku••• ngepail1•• pete..... Vak::l~." kU••fl dz~,

va L d vavo ha~ k~. Re v~ vak~a ku•••

Mu haana ku~ ne vana.

Questions.

1. Chuma naChibharo vaigara mugomo here?
Vaigara muguta rimwe here?
Ndivanaani vaigara muguta rimwe?
Vaigara nepapi?

2. Vaienda kuchikoro here?
Vaienda kugadheni here mazuva ose?
Ngenyi vaienda kuchikoro mazuva ose?
Vakagara rini kuchikoro?

3. Vaifara here kuenda nguva dzose?
Vaichema here?
Ndivanaani vaifara kuenda kuchikoro?
Vaifarirenyi?
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4. Vakaona motokari here pamugwagwa?
Vakaona manyana here?
Manyana akange ari papi?
Ndivanaani vakaona manyana?

5. Vakaabata here?
Manyana akatiza here?
Ngenyi manyana akatiza?
Akaita senyi?

6. Vakarega achienda here?
Vakaatevera here?
Ngenyi vakaramba vachiatevera?
Manyana akaita senyi?

7. Vakaenda here kuchikoro?
Vakagara here?
Ndivanaani vakagara kuchikoro?
Chuma naChibaro vakaitenyi?

8. Vakasvika kudzimba dzavo here?
Vakasvika kuzvitoro here?
Vakomana vakasvika papi?
Ndiwanaani vakasvika kudzimba dzavo?

9. Vabereki vavo vakafara here?
Havana kufara h€re?
Ngenyi vasina kufara?
Chinyi chisakavafadza?

10. Remangwana vakaenda kuchikoro here?
Vakaenda kudhorobha here?
Vakaendepi remangwana?
Ngenyi vakaenda kuchikoro?

11. Mufundisi haana kufara here?
Vakavatenda here?
Ngenyi mufundisi asina kufara?
Ndiani asina kufara?
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1. Zvikoro zvikuru zviripi?

2. Vanhu vano dzidzirepi mutauro?

3. Munovamba rini chikoro chamutauro?

4. Mugobera munoenda kuchikoro here?

5. Ngenyi vadzidzisi vasingafari ngevana vanorava kuchikoro?

6. Ndiani usingafari ngevana vanofundira?

NEW WORDS

manyana - ba ta to ca tch, seize

Part II

Version A
[Mark tones in tAl only.]

1. Karekare vamwe varume

vakandovhima.

2. Vakadaidza imbwa dzawo

kwava kuenda.

3. Umwe naumwe vavoakatora

demo nepfumorake.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in tBI.]

Karekare vamwe varume vakandovhima.

Vakadaidza imbwa dzawo kwava

kuenda.

Umwe naumwe vavoakatora demo

nepfumorake.

4. Vakapinda munzira vakaenda.Vakapinda munzira vakaenda.

5. Vandoti darikenyi rwizi

rwaMucheke,

Vandoti darikenyi rwizi rwaMucheke,
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6. imbwa dzakamutsa nhoro. imbwa dzakamutsa nhoro.

7. Nhoro yakatiza ichidzika Nhoro yakatiza ichidzika kurwizi.

kurwizi.

8. Varurrie vakatiza nemapfumo Varume vakatiza nemapfumo avo.

avo.

9. Nhoro yakashaya pekupinda Nhoro yakashaya pekupinda napo.

napo.

10. Yakatizira mutsanga

zhinji.

11. Umwe wavo akabaya nhoro

ikafa.

12. Vose vakafara kudzoka

kumusha nenyama.

Yakatizira mutsanga zhinji.

Umwe wavo akabaya nhoro ikafa.

Vose vakafara kudzoka kumusha

nenyama.

Version C

Kartllare ~we .rume vak~hima. _daidza imbwa "'wo

kwa-.kuenda. enwe ~we akatora demo .pfumo_. -,pinda

IInzira ....enda. lti darik~ rwizi ~Mucheke, "bwa

....mutsa nhoro. Nhoro -.tiza Q Jzika -.rwizi. -..rume

••tfPara

....~Liza ~apfumo avo. Nharo ....shaya jinda napa .

• tsanga zhinji. tlnwe wavo _baya nhora lIII'fa. lItse

.dzoka a.nusha eyama.

--~Lizlra
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Version D

SHONA BASIC COURSE

~ ne••treake. Vakata ...a

•••• v~ va_ vakando.S".

kwalllt ku_. u.- na~ vavo•••

Vaka7£J dzawo

mll vaka Vando. 1yi rw_ rwar ke, I'••
dzaka a' _0 yaka~ ichi_a ku Va_ vaka-.a

nema a.. ~o yak; S ! pek1 Yaka-"ra mu•••

zninji. QIIIwavo aka~ nhoro i ..... Vose vak~a kl~"".

klJ ne•••

Questions.

1. Varume vakandovima here?
Vaka ndotamba here?
Vakaenda rini?
Ndivanaani vakandovima?

2. Vakadaidza irnbwa dzavo here?
Vaka daidza vakomana here?
Varume vakadaidzenyi?
Imba dzakateera ani?

3. Vakatora zviro zvavo here?
Varume vakatora matemo chete here?
Vakatorenyi?
Ndiani vakatora materno nema pfumo?

4. Vakaenda here?
Varume vakagara here?
Vakapindepi?
Ndiani vakapinda munzira?

5. Vakadarika rwizi here?
Varume vakadzoka here?
Rwizinyi urwo vakadarika?
Ndivanaani vakadarika rwizi?
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6. Imbwa dzakamutsa nhoro here?
Dzakamutsa tsuro here?
Imbwa dzakamutsenyi?
Ngedzaani imbwa?

7. Nhoro yakatizira kurwizi here?
Yakakwira mugo:1:o here?
Yakatizirepi?
Ndiani wakadzika kurwizi?

8. Varume vakatiza nemapfumo here?
Vakatora mapanga here?
Ndiani vakatiza nemapfumo?
Vaka itenyi nawo?

9. takashaya pekupinda napa here?
Yakapinda nepagomba here?
Nhoro yakashayenyi?
Nhoro yakadini?

10. Yakatizira mutsanga zhinji here?
Yakaramba yakamira here?
Yakatizira mutsanga dzakadini?
Yakatizirepi?

11. Varume vakabaya nhoro here?
Vakabaya shumba here?
Ndiani vakabaya nhoro?
Nhoro yakadini?

12. Varume vakafara here?
Vakaenda nehuni here?
Vakafarirenyi?
Vakadzokepi?

1. Makambovima here muri pachikoro?

2. Kunyika kwenyu kune imbwa dzinovhima here?

3. Munobaya nenyi mhuka?

4. Munyika muno maibaya nemapfumo akadini?
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5. Ndwizi dzenyu dzakakura senyi?

6. Nyama dzenyu dzinonyanyobvepi?

7. Vanhunyi vanonyanofundisa muzvikoro?

8. Mune nzvimbo dzekufundira mutauro here?

NEW WORDS

-vhima to hunt game

darikenyi (ideoph. from
/-darika/, to
leap over, cross
with a jump)

-mutsa to cause to rise

-muka to rise, start up

nhoro (9,10) kudu

Part III

Version A
[Mark tones in tAl only.]

Version B
[Do not mark tones in tBt.]

1. Mumwemusi murume vakafamba Mumwe musi murume vakafamba rwendo,

rwendo.

2. Wakati asvika pakati

pemakomo.

Wakati asvika pakati pemakomo.

3. Zuva rakapisa zvekubvunza Zuva rakapisa zvekubvunza mutupo.

mutupo.

4. Murume vakatsauka akagara Murume vakatsauka akagara mubvute.

mubvute.
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5. ~ri kundoti pasitende,

6. bazuremuti rakadonha

parutivi pake.

7. Murume vakapatika,

akavamba kutiza.

8. Vakabva akanganwa demo

rake.

~ri kundoti pasitende,

bazuremuti rakadonha parutivi

pake.

Murume vakapatjka, akavamba

kutiza.

Vakabva akanganwa demo rake.

9. hndoti chinhambo endenyi, ~ndoti chinhambo endenyi,

10. Vakaona mhembwe yakarara

mubako.

11. Sezvo akange akanganwa

demo rake,

12. mhembwe yakamuka ikatiza

zvayo.

Vakaona mhembwe yakarara mubako.

Sezvo akange akanganwa demo rake,

mhembwe yakamuka ikatiza zvayo.

Version C

tlmw~si ~ume ~famba ~ndo. lIIati esvika lIkati

....komo. Zuva pisa bvunza IItupo. lItume ....tsauka

"gara .bvute. "i tu.oti ""itende, baz~muti _donha

.rut:WApake. Murwne v~patika,_vamba ~iz.. _bva

akanganwa demo lake. ~oti IIfnhambo end~, "'aona rriliembwe

_rara .bako. IIItzvo .ange Ikanganwa demo erake, mhembwe

_muka eca tiza ~o.
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Version D

J muti raka 7 }t.

7a k~a. Vaka8al

_nyi J ona m
,

»e

a ( or",

Murume vak~a•••' 1'l8 J aka••la

MumwE11... mu_ vaka-,a rw~. Waka8 a....3 paaj••

_ raka~ zvekl a mu_. Mu vaka••lI3-a

~ri kundoll pas~j"".

pemaatl••

aka~ ml~]•••

paru_pake.

a a ~ rake. ~ndo" chill""

yaka",a mu S~ akatlll a.'•••'

yak~a ika"a ....

Questions.

1. Murume wakafamba rwendo here?
Mumwe musi murume wakagara pamusha here?
Murume wakafamba rini rwendo?
Ndiani wakafamba rwendo.

2. Vakasvika pakati pemakomo here?
Vakasvika pakati perwizi here?
Murume vakasvika ne papi?
Ndiani vakasvika nepakati pemakomo?

3. Kwakange kune zuva here?
Mvura yakange ichinaya here?
Zuva rakapisa senyi?
Mvura yakanaya zvakadini?

4. Murume vakagara pasi here?
Vakagara mumba here?
Ndiani vakagara mubvute?
Murume vakadini?

5. Wakambogara pasi here?
Wakandoti rarenyi pasi here?
Wakambogara papi pasi?
Ndiani vakandoti pasi tende?
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6. Pane chakadonha parutivi pake here?
Pakadonha dombo here parutivi pake?
Bazu remuti rakadonha papi?
Chinyi chakadonha parutivi pake?

7. Murume wakaramba aripo here?
Vakatora bazu remuti here?
Ngenyi murume akapatika?
Chinyi chakaita kuti apatike?

8.. Wakaenda nedemo rake here?
Wakakanganwa demo here?
Ndiani wakakanganwa demo rake?
Ngenyi akakanganwa demo?

9. Wakaenda chinhambo here?
Wakasvika kumba kwake here?
Wakasvika papi?
Wakafamba nhambo yakaita seyi?

10. Wakaona chiro here mubako?
Wakaona nyoka here mumuti?
Mhembwe yakange yakarara papi?
Murume wakaonepi nyoka?

11. Wakange akanganwa nedemo rake here?
Wakaenda nedemo rake here?
Ndiani wakakanganwa nedemo rake?

12. Wakabata mhembwe here?
Haana kuibata here?
Ngenyi mhembwe yakatiza?

Mhembwe yakatiza senyi?

1. Vanhu vanonyanyovhima mhukanyi?

2. Mhuka dzinoonekwepi?

3. Munofara zvakadini ngenyika ino?

4. Munyika mwenyu mune makomo akadini?
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5. Munoziva gomo guru here renyika ino?

6. Ngenyi vanhu vachida kubaya mhembwe?

NEW WORDS

pakati(16) between bazu or; bazi (5), mapazi (6)
branch of tree

bako (5), mapako (6) cave among
rocks; refuge

mhembwe (9,10) duiker
pasitende (ideoph., of sit

ting down decorously,
settling down)

zvekubvunza mutupo (here, an
expression of extreme in- -patika to be startled
tensity)
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UNIT 44

UNIT 44

Version A
[Mark tones in rAI only.]

1. Tsoko yakaona dende

rinenzungu.

2. Ngemwoyo wayoJ yakapinza

ruoko mudende.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in rBt.]

Tsoko yakaona dende rinenzungu.

Ngemwoyo wayoJ yakapinza ruoko

mudende.

3. Yakazadza ruoko nenzungu. Yakazadza ruoko nenzungu.

4. Yakada kuburitsa nzungu J Yakada kuburitsa nzungu J

5. asi ruoko rwakarambira. asi ruoko rwakarambira.

6. Yakaedza zve nazve J asi Yakaedza zve nazve J asi nzungu

nzungu dzakarambira.

7. Muridzi wedende vakauya

kuzoona.

8. Vakaona tsoko

irikushereketa kwazvo.

9. Tsoko haina kuda kuenda

lsina nzungu.

10. Zvakatakurana nedendero

mugomo.

11. Murume ngeshungu J

wakairowa netsvimbo.

12. Tsoko yakachema.

dzakarambira.

Muridzi wedende vakauya kuzoona.

Vakaona tsoko lrikushereketa

kwazvo.

Tsoko haina kuda kuenda isina

nzungu..

Zvakatakurana nedendero mugomo.

Murume ngeshungu J wakairowa

netsvimbo.

Tsoko yakachema.
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13. Dende rakatsemuka ikati Dende rakatsemuka ikati gorokoto.

gorokoto.

14. Yakada kunonga dzekuenda Yakada kunonga dzekuenda nadzo.

nadzo.

15. Murume vakasvika akaibata Murume vakasvika akaibata gumbo.

gumbo.

16. Tsoko yakaruma Tsoko yakaruma chigunwe chake.

chigunwe chake.

17. Murume wakatiza kuenda Murume wakatiza kuenda kumba.

kumba.

18. Tsoko ichitizawo kuk~ira Tsoko ichitizawo kukwira mugomo.

mugomo.

19. Nzungu nedende zvakabva Nzungu nedende zvakabva zvasarapo.

zvasarapo.

20. Vakarumwa ngekuti vakange Vakarumwa ngekuti vakange asina

asina demo. demo.

"mwoyo .yo, -,pinza .oko

Y~da kuburitsa nzungu,

nazve, asi nzungu rambira.

Version C

Tsoko ....ona dende 1zungu .

• dende. lIIkazadza ~ko '-nzungu.

asi ruoko eambira. _edzU-l8__

Muridzi .dende uya k~na. _ana tsoko "kushereketa

kwazvo. Tsoko lIIPa "da kuenda lIIna nzungu. takurana

.dendero lIISomo. Murume _shungu, rowa IIrtsvimbo. Tsoko
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....chema. Dende ~tsemlla IIIti gorokoto. da -.nonga

,,".enda ~zo. Murume ....svika a~ata gumbo. Tsoko

....ruma chigunwe lIake. Murume QLizalirenda -.mba. Tsoko

....tiza.. kukwira ~omo. Nzungu IIdende ~abva zvasar~.

_rumwa ~uti ....nge asil-a ••.

Version D

~T". yaka_ 1<1•• rine••• Nge....

dzaka•••a. Ml~]••

r~mu Yaka."
.....

_0 ne Yak~ ku••••

nzungu, III ruoko rwaka·....lra. Yaka~ zve ~e, ... 1~"1I

we~••• vaka_ ku i Vaka_ ...

iri.•••••• kwazvo. ~7•• haina ku"kullll is~nzungu.

Zvaka•••13- MuDill nge , wakaillll

•••• raka uka ika. g•••

ne ro mu.....

Tsoko yaka? I.ne•••

Yakada kll 3 dzek1 nadzo. Murume vaka a akai_

g' Tsoko yaka~ chi ') chake. Murume waka_a kll &,

kumba. ichi_awo ku_a mll neO zvak~

zv-~a_.po. VakCll;••a "kuti vak~ asitll ~.

Questions.

1. Tsoko yakaona dende rine nzungu here?
Yakaona dende rine nyimo here?
Ndiani wakaona dende rine nzungu?
Tsoko yakaonenyi?

2. Tsoko yakange ine mwayo here?
Yakange yakaguta here?
Ngenyi yakapinza ruoko rwayo mudende?
Yakaisepi ruoko rwayo?
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3. Yakatora chiro here mudende?
Mudende mwaiva nemvura here?
Ndiani wakazadza ruoko nenzungu?
Mudende mwakange munenyi?

4. Yakaburitsa nzungu here?
Ruoko rwakabuda here mudende?
Ndiani wakada kuburitsa nzungu?
Ruoko rwakaita senyi?

5. Ruoko rwakabuda here mudende?
Rwakarambira mudende here?
Ngenyi ruoko rwakarambiramwo?
Ndiani asina kuburitsa ruoko?

6. Izvo yakaedza zvenazve ruoko rwakabuda here?
Yakasiya rouko mudende here?
Ngenyi nzungu dzakarambira?
~uiani wakazadza ruoko nenzungu?

7. Muridzi vedende vakauya kuzoona here?
Haana kuuya here kuzoona?
Muridzi vakaita senyi?
Ndiani vakauya kuzoona?

8. Wakaona tsoko here?
Haana kuiona here?
Ngenyi tsoko yakange iri kushereketa?
Yakange iri kudini?

9. Tsoko yakada kuenda lSlna chiro here?
Yakaenda nedende kumba kwayo here?
Ndiani usina kuda kuenda asina chiro?
Chinyi chakaita tsoko?

10. Tsoko wakasiya here dende renzungu?
Zvakatakurana here nedende?
Wakaita senyi naro?
Ngenyi zvakatakurana mugomo?

11. Murume neshungu, wakairega ichienda hayo here?
Wakairova here?
Ndiani wakarowa tsoko neshungu?
Ngenyi tsoko yakarohwa?
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12. Tsoko yakaramba inyerere here?
Yaka enda mugomo here?
Tsoko yakaita senyi izvo yakarohwa netsvimbo?
Ngenyi tsoko yakachema?

13. Dende rakatsemuka here?
Barina here kutsemuka?
Tsoko yakafara senyi?
Yakatinyi izvo dende rakatsemuka?

14. Yakafunga kunonga dzimwe here?
Yakasiya dziripo here?
Ngenyi yaida kunonga dzimwe?
Ndiani waida kunonga dzekuenda nadzo?

15. Murume vakarega ichienda hayo here?
Vakaibata here?
Wakaibata papi?
Ngenyi murume akaibata gumbo?

16. Tsoko yakamuregawo here?
Yakamuruma here?
Yakaita senyi gunwe remurume?
Murume wakarumwa papi?

17. Murume wakamirapo here?
Vakatiza kuenda kudhibhi here?
Ngenyi murume akatiza kuenda kumba?
Wakaenda kupi?

18. Tsoko yakasara lrlpo here?
Yakatizawo here kuenda mugomo?
Yakatiza kuenda kupi?
Ngenyi yakatiza?

19. Yakatiza nenzungu here?
Nzungu nedende zvakasarapo here?
Ngenyi yakasiya zvese?
Yakasiyepi nzungu nedende?

20. Murume vakange ane demo here?
Wakange asina demo here?
Ndiani wakarumwa netsoko.
Ngenyi akarumwa?
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1. MuSouthern Rhodesia mune nzungu zhinji here?

2. Ngenyi vanhu vachirima nzungu?

3. Mafuta anonyana kubva panyi munyika ino?

4. Munyika yenyu nzungu dzinorimwa zvakadini?

5. Tsoko dzinodya nzungu here?

6. Dzinogarepi?

7. Dzinoruma vanhu here?

8. Ngenyl vanhu vasikadyi tsoko?

9. Ndiani anodya tsoko?

10. Munopfuya tsoko here munyika menyu?

NEW WORDS

Tsoko (9,10) kind of monkey tsvimbo (9,10) stick, cudgel

dende (5), matende (6) gourd, -tsemuka to split, crack
calabash

gorokoto
muridzi (1,2) owner

-ruma to bite
-shereketa to fret, be full

of tricks, be a nuisance

-takurana to lift up

-rova to beat

chigunwe (7,8) a toe (but not the
big toe)
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UNIT 45

UNIT 45

Version A
[Mark tones in IAt only.]

Version B
fDo not mark tones in IBt.]

1. Rimwe gore mvura yakaramba Rimwe gore mvura yakaramba

kunaya. kunaya.

2. Mhuka dzasango dzakashaya Mhuka dzasango dzakashaya

chokwnwa.

3. Dzakapangana kuchera

tsime.

4. Tsuro ngeunyope hwako

kakasvova.

5. Dzimwe dzakaita basa

kwemazuva matatu.

6. Kamba wakati, ndini

ndegasu mudiki?

7. Wana -tsuro hawacheriwo

su?

8. Dzakapangana kunyima

tsuro mvura.

chokumwa.

Dzakapangana kuchera tsime.

Tsuro ngeunyope hwako kakasvova.

Dzimwe dzakaita basa kwemazuva

matatu.

Kamba wakati, ndini ndegasu mudiki?

Wana tsuro hawacheriwo su?

Dzakapangana kunyima tsuro mvura.

9. Wakapedza wakawamba kumwa. Wakapedza wakawamba kumwa.

10. Tsuro kakanzwa ngembiri

kuti tsime rakapera.

Kakange kakwana nenyota.

Tsuro kakanzwa ngembiri kuti tsime

rakapera. Kakange kakwana

nenyota.
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Kakauya neuchi hwako mudende.

Kakafunga zano rekuuya naro patsime.11. Kakafunga zano rekuuya

naro patsime.

12. Kakauya neuchi hwako

mudende.

13. Kakaona pakarindwa nadiro. Kakaona pakarindwa nadiro.

14. Kakati sekuru ndine

zvinonaka.

15. Asi zvinodyiwa

nevakasungwa makumbo.

16. Diro ngekupusa kwaro

rakati ndisunge.

17. Tsuro kakatora tambo

kakarisunga.

18. Ndizvo rakapiwa uchi.

19. Rakadaidzira richiti,

tsuro ndisungeJ

20. Tsuro kakamwa mvura.

21. Kapedza kakasamba

muviri wako.

22. Mumasure kakachera mvura

kakaenda.

Kakati sekuru ndine zvlnonaka.

Asi zvinodyiwa nevakasungwa

makumbo.

Diro ngekupusa kwaro rakati

ndisunge.

Tsuro kakatora tambo kakarisunga.

Ndizvo rakapiwa uchi.

Rakadaidzira richiti, tsuro

ndisungeJ

Tsuro kakamwa mvura.

Kapedza kakasamba muviri wako.

Mumasure kakachera mvura kakaenda.
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23. Zuva raakunyura

mhukadzose dzakaona

diro asungwa.

24. Dzakaona mvura

yabvundurwa natsuro.

25. Dzakabvunza diro, asi

haana kupin?ura.

26. Mhuka dzose dzakavamba

kuziva kupusa kwediro.

27. Ndizvo rakasunungurwa

rikatizira mugomo.

Zuva raakunyura mhukadzose dzakaona

diro asungwa.

Dzakaona mvura yabvundurwa natsuro.

Dzakabvunza diro, asi haana

kupindura.

Mhuka dzose dzakavamba kuziva

kupusa kwediro.

Ndizvo rakasunungurwa rikatizira

mugomo.

Version C

.mwe gore mvura ramba ~aya. Mhuka ~ango 'shaya

••tJunwa. , pang_a .~era tsime. Tsuro -.unyope .ako

.kasvova. _mwe 7 ita basa ~azuva .tatu. Kamba ati,

"oi ndeg~ .diki? Wana tsuro. cher.? pangana

.yima tsuro mvura. _apedza _wamba .mwa. Tsuro ~anzwa

~biri kuti tsime ~apera. .kange .kwana .nyota. funga

zano _uya naro .tsime. K~ya .uchi _ako .dende. Kllaona

••arrindwa _diro. ~ati sekuru -.me naka. Asi tlyiwa

•••sung••akumbo. Diro pusa kwaro _kati _sun~. Tsuro

kakato~ tambo kak~sung.. Ndizvo IIkapiw. uchi. ....daid~a

ri_ti, tsuro ndisun. Tsuro ....mwa mvura. .pedz* k~sam1::1l

muviri wall. lImasure k~henl mvura ~en~. Zuva ~kunyura

mhukadzose ona diro ~ungwa. IIIkaona mvura ~vund~..~
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"tsuro. bvun~ diro, asi lIIna l!PinQlla. Mhuka lIose

"".vamba Itziva kupusa ~iro. NditIP rakasununmllla "katizlll

_gomo.

Version D

yaka
,
a r dz d dzaka a

ana ku a nge hw~

dzaka_~ kwema_ ma wak~,

? Wana R hawa IWO su? Dzaka a

R~_

chok~. Dzaka~....

kakaT 3. DZ..J..tj_1_

ndini su ml~J""

klJ tsuro I Waka_a waka a ku-.. kaka~

nge kuti rakallla. Kakalll ka a ne Kakalllla

_ rek~ na. paS Kakaala ne hwaIR mu Kakalllra

paka Na na Kakati ndine zvino_..... zvinotIJwa

R.mu_ wa.. Mu•••, kaka.'" mvura kaka

nevaka~...wa ma..... Diro ngeklllt••kw~ rakati ndi_e.

Tsuro kaka~ ..... kakar~j"". Nd~ rak~a ~. Rak~a""~ira

richill, tsuro ndill"~:J Tsuro kaka......... K-~a ~3 kaka....a

•••• raaklJ L

•••dzose dzaka~ diro -"c]a••wa. Dzak~ mvura ya••••Na

na••• Dzakaa••la diro, asi ha~ kl~J•••·a. Mhuka

dzaka••t-' kllAll_~ kullla kwe..... Ndizvo rakall......~ rika••lca

mu_.

Questions.

1. Rimwe gore mvura yakanaya here?
Yakaramba'kunaya here?
Mvura yakaramba kunaya rini?
Chinyi chakaramba kunaya?
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2. Mhuka dzakaona chokumwa here?
Mvura yakaramba kunaya here?
Ndiani vakashaya chokumwa?
Ngenyi mhuka dzakashaya chokumwa?

3. Dzakapangana chekuita here?
Dzakapangana kuenda kurwizi here?
Dzakafunga senyi?
Ngenyi dzaka pangana kuchera mvura?

4. Tsuro kakacherawo here nevamwe?
Kakarara mumvute here?
Ngenyi tsuro kakasvova?
Ndiani wakasvova?

5. Dzimwe mhuka dzakasvowawo here?
Dzakachera mvura here?
Ndiani vakaita basa kwemazuva matatu?
Dzakaitenyi?

6. Kamba wakafara ngekusvowa kwatsuro here?
Kakabvunza mubvunzo here?
Kamba vakafunga senyi?
Wakatinyi?

7. Kamba wakataura chiro here?
Wakashatirwa here?
Kamba wakatinyi?
Ndiani wakashatirwa?

8.. Mhuka dzakapangana kupa tsuro mvura here?
Tsuro wakapiwa mvura here?
Ngenyi mhuka dzakapangana kunyima tsuro mvura?
Dzakapanganenyi?

9. Tsime rakange rapera here kucherwa?
Harina kupera here?
Ndiwanaani wakange waakumwa mvura?
Mvura yakavamba kumwiwa rini?

10. Tsuro kakaziwa here kuti tsime riya rakapera?
Kakataurirwa here kuti tsime rakapera?
Kakanzwa senyi?
Ndiani wakakataurira?

4:=37
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11. Kakagara nenyota yako here?
Kakadini?
Ngenyi kakafunga zano rekuuyawo naro patsime?
Kakaita mazano enyi?

12. Rimwe zuva kakauyawo here patsime?
Kakauya nesadza here?
Ndiani wakauya neuchi mudende?
Ngenyi kakauya neuchi?

13. Patsime pakange pachirindwa here?
Paipfigwa here?
Ndiani wakange ari murindi?
Diro waibata basanyi?

14. Izvo tsuro kakasvika, kakataura chiro here?
Kakakumbira mvura here?
Kakataura rini kuti, '3ekuru ndine zvinonaka

'
?

Kakataurirenyi kudaro?

15. Kakataurazve chimwe chiro here?
Tsuro kakatamba nadiro here?
Tsuro kakati, zvinonaka zvinodyiwa ngevakaita senyi?
Kaida kuita senyi diro?

16. Diro rakabvuma here kusungwa?
Rakaramba here?
Rakatinyl kuna tsuro ngekupusa kwaro?
Ndiani wakabvuma kusungwa?

17! Tsuro kakasunga diro here?
Diro rakazvisunga here?
Ngenyi tsuro kakasunga diro?
Diro wakasungwa rini?

18. Tsuro kakange kari kutaura idi here?
Kaitaura zvakanaka here?
Ndiani wakapa diro uchi?
Diro wakadyeni?

19. Diro rakanakirwa here ngeuchi?
Rakaramba here kuhudya?
Ndiani wakadaidzira achiti, lTsuro ndisunge l ?
Diro rakatinyi?
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20. Tsuro kakandomira zvako here?
Kakange kasina nyota here?
Kakamwa rini mvura?
Diro wakange aripi?

21. Tsuro kakasamba nemuviri here?
Kakasamba dende here?
Kakasamba papi muviri?
Ndiani wakasambira mutsime?

22. Kakaenda nemvura here kumba?
Kakasiya dende here patsime?
Tsuro kakaentlepi nemvura?
Ndiani wakachera mvura?

23. Mhuka dzose dzakazoona diro akarinda mvura here?
Wakange akwira mugomo here?
Diro wakange aitwa senyi natsuro?
Ndiani wakange asungwa?

24. Mhuka dzakaona mvura yakachena here?
Yakange yapera here?
Yakange yaitwa senyi naTsuro.
Ngenyi mvura yakange yabvunduka?

25. Mhuka dzaka bvunza diro here?
Wakapindura here?
Ngenyi diro asina kupindura chiro.
Wakadini?

26. Mhuka dzose dzakaziva here kupusa kweDiro?
Diro wakange akangware here?
Dzakaonenyi kunaDiro?
Ndiani wakaziva kupusa kwadiro?

27. Dzakamurega akadaro here?
Mhuka dzakamutema here?
Rakaendepi izvo rakasunungurwa?
Ngenyi rakatizira mugomo?
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1. Mhuka dzinomwepi mvura?

2. Ndiani vanochera tsime?

3. Tsuro anogona kuchera tsime here?

4. Mvura inonaya nguvanyi yegore?

5. Munyika menyu mune matiro here?

6. Mune mhuka dzakawanda zvakadini?

7. Munoziva mazita mangani ernhuka?

NEW WORDS

sango (5,6) veld (with trees) zano (5,6) stratagem, plan

unyope (14) laziness

-svova to sneak off

kamba (9,10) tortoise

uchi (14) honey

-sunga to tie, bind, fasten

-pusa

-nyima to deny, withhold, be tambo (9,10) rope, thong
stingy with

mbiri (9) renown, glory,
(rumor? )

nyota (9) thirst

-nyura to sink, drown

-bvundurwa to stir up sediment

-bvunda to become bad, to rot
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UNIT 46

UNIT 46

Version A
[Mark tones in tAt only.]

1. Magondo wakasangana

natsuro panzira.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in tBI.]

Magondo wakasangana natsuro

panzira.

2. Tsuro wakati, urikuendepi Tsuro wakati, urikuendepi shamwari?

shamwari?

3. Magondo wakati,

kundotsvaka zvekudya.

4. Tsuro wakati, tingaenda

tese here?

5. Kutiuchizogona kutiza

ngatiende.

6. Tsuro kakati, kutiza

chete, ibasaredu.

7. Vakabatana vakaenda

rwendo rwavo.

8. varikufamba, vakaona

mhuru dzakarara.

9. Magondo wakavamba kuwowa

masiriri.

10. Tsuro kakati, shamwari,

imhuru dzevaridzi.

Magondo wakati, kundotsvaka

zvekudya.

Tsuro wakati, tingaenda tese here?

Kutiuchizogona kutiza ngatiende.

Tsuro kakati, kutiza chete,

ibasaredu.

Vakabatana vakaenda rwendo rwavo.

Varikufamba, vakaona mhuru

dzakarara.

Magondo wakavamba kuwowa masiriri.

Tsuro kakati, shamwari, imhuru

dzevaridzi.
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11. Magondo vakati ndadini.

12. Kakati, waa kuda kubata

mhurudzevanhu.

13. Vari kutaudzana imbwa

dzakasvika.

14. Dzakadzingirira tsuro,

panzvimbo yamagondo.

15. Tsuro kakatiza kachiti,

handiniba ndimagondo.

16. Ndanyangadza here

kutaurira magondo?

17. Imbwa hadzina kufunga

Magondo vaka~i ndadini.

Kakati, waa kuda kubata

mhurudzevanhu.

vari kutaudzana imbwa dzakasvika.

Dzakadzingirira tsuro, panzvimbo

yamagondo.

Tsuro kakatiza kachiti, handiniba

ndimagondo.

Ndanyangadza here kutaurira

magondo?

Imbwa hadzina kufunga izvozvo.

Tsuro kakati mutsa unouraisa

vakomana.

Magondo wakasara akahwanda,

achifunga kutindapona.

Dzaida nyama yatsuro chete.

unouraisa vakomana.

20. Magondo wakasara

akahwanda, achifunga

kutindapona.

21. Varidzi vemhuru vakateera Varidzi vemhuru vakateera

izvozvo.

18. Dzaida nyama yatsuro

chete.

19. Tsuro kakati mutsa

imbwadzavo. imbwadzavo.
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22. Vakaona magondo ari

muchidzere.

23. Vakamukomba, akati hu-

mwiJ nditsuro wanga

ava kubata mhuru.

24. Varume vakamugarira

vakamuuraya.

25. Tsuro kakaona kuti

kaa kubatwa.

26. Kakapindamuguru

kakahwanda.

27. Kakati tichauraiswa

magondo wemwoyo.

28. Tsuro kakati

handichazoteerizve

mapenzi.

Vakaona magondo ari muchidzere.

Vakamukomba, akati hu-mwil

nditsuro wanga ava kubata mrluru.

Varume vakamugarira vakamuuraya.

Tsuro kakaona kuti kaa kubatwa.

Kakapindamuguru kakahwanda.

Kakati tichauraiswa navana magondo

wemwoyo.

Tsuro kakati handichazoteerizve

mapenzi.

Version C

Magondo ~sang~~suro "nzira. Tsuro ,i, endell

shamwari? Magondo _ti, kn ,svaka _kudya. Tsuro ti,

t~endlltese here? Kuti gona kutiz. n endtl. Tsuro

3 ti, kutizllchete,lIbasa V~atana v~enda ~ndo

~vo. ....kufamba, v~ona mhuru rara. Magondo vamba

~owa masiriri. Tsuro ~ti, shamwari,lIffihuru lIIWaridzi.
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Magondo vaka ti ~ini. Kakati J _ kuda kuba ta mhuru....,-anhu .

....kutaudzana imbwa sviktJ dzingirlll tsuro J -.nzvimbo

yamagondo. Tsuro kakatiza Li J IIndini.. lllmagondo.

lIIPyanga~ here kutaurlla magondo? Imbwa hallana ~unga

,zv~v.. Dza'da nyama ~suro chete. Tsuro Li mutsa

lIIuraisa vakomana. Magondo ....sara Ilahwanda J IIIrfunga

kuti~ona. .mhuru v~teertl imbwa _ona

.gondo eri .chidzere. Vak~kombaJ ~i hu__iJ "tsuro

wanga ~ mhuru. .rume .kamuga~a va_uraya. Tsuro

....~)indallguru....hwanda. ".Li
t~r~ navana magondo .-.mwoyo. Tsuro _ti ha4a••••teer~

mapenzi.

.kaona kuti kaa kuba tw a .

Version D

Maatl.~) wak~a_~ana n~a••1 pall".l • Tsuro IIIIti J •••endepi

• ....." ?S I • Magondo waka.J kundo•••,a z",••••7,.
tinga_~ here? ••u.chizo~ ku-.ra ngati~. Tsuro

kakallJ ku I IIIte J ill,,~pedu. Vakalliana vaka r~I"1I

Variku_a J vakalllt m11III dzaka~. D••~) waka~."

k'lAlII]_pI m~a••• Tsuro kakati J •••·i J ~j•• dze......

Magondo vakati nda..... Kakati J waa kull ku.........dzevanhu .

••••lf1l na i~ dzaka I. Dzaka a "'ro J

all.... yamaat•• Tsuro kaka~ kach~J hand~a ndi••••

~.......&. here kullllira magondo? Imbwa hadz~k'~]....r
clH11
-- ••• kakati m~ uno••raa

Magondo wak~a ak~~"",a: achilll~ ....nda.....

Dza:illl .... ya....

ve vaka....~
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kaa ku-. . Kakall".muguru kaka....~l. Kakati ticha.....Na

navana magondo W1(......

Questions.

Tsuro kakati handichazo....~/lve rna.....

1. Magondo natsuro wakasongana here?
Wakasongana mugomo here?
Magondo natsuro wakasonganepi?
Ndivanaani vakasongana?

2. Tsuro wakabvunza magondo here?
Wakabvunza diro here?
Ndiani wakabvunza magondo?
Ngenyi kakabvunza?

3. Magondo wakapindura here?
Wakashatirwa here?
Magondo wakatinyi?
Ndiani waienda kundotsvaka zvekudya?

4. Tsuro kaidawo here kuenda?
Kaida kuenda kugadheni here?
Tsuro wakatinyi kuna magondo?
Kaida kuendepi namagondo?

5. Magondo wakabvuma here?
Wakamurambidza here?
Wakatinyi kuna tsuro?
Ndiani wavo waigona kutiza?

6. Tsuro kaigonawo here kutiza?
Kakapindura chiro here kuna magondo?
Kakatinyi kuna magondo?
Tsuro kakapindura senyi?

7. Vakafamba vese here parwendo rwavo?
Tsuro kakange kakaberekwa here?
Vakafamba zvakadini?
Ndiani vakafamba vese?
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8. Vakaona matiro here munzira?
Vakaona mhuru here?
Ndiani vakaona mhuru?
Dzakange dziripi?

9. Vakaramba vachienda here?
Tsuro vakaruma mhuru here?
Magondo wakadini?
Ndiani wakavamba kuwowa masiriri?

10. Tsuro kaiwowa masiriri here?
Magondo vakange aane mwoyo here?
Wakavamba kudini?
Tsuro kakatinyi kuna magondo?

11. Magondo waida here kuti tsuro azive?
Waida kubatira tsuro here?
Wakatinyi kuna tsuro?
Ndiani wakati ndadini?

12. Tsuro waida kubata mhuru here?
Dzakange dziri mhuru dzamagondo here?
Tsuro kakatinyi kuna magondo?
Ndiani wairambidza?

13. Varikutaudzana pakasvika vanhu here?
Pakasvika imbwa here?
Imbwa dzakasvika rini?
Chinyi chakasvikapo?

14. Dzakadzingirira tsuro here?
Magondo wakarumwa here?
Ndiani wakadzingirirwa?
Ngenyi tsuro akadzingirirwa?

15. Tsuro kakamirapo here?
Kakatiza here?
Ngenyi kakatiza?
Kakaendepi?

16. Tsuro wakaita zvakanaka here?
Imbwa dzakamurega here?
Ngenyi dzakarega magondo?
Ndiani wakamuona?
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17. Imbwa dzakazvifunga here?
Dzakarega here tsuro?
Ngenyi dzisina kufunga izvozvo?
Ndiwanaani wasina kuzvifunga?

18. Imbwa dzaida nyama yatsuro here?
Dzaida nyama yamagondo here?
Imbwa dzaidenyi?
Ngenyi dzisina kuda nyama yamagondo?

19. Tsuro kakange kaine shamwari here?
Kaiwa nemutsa here?
Ndiani waiwa nemutsa?
Ngenyi magondo akange asina mutsa?

20. Magondo wakakwira mugomo here?
Wakahwanda here?
Magondo wakafungenyi?
Ngenyi akahwanda?

21. Varidzi vemhuru vakateera magondo here?
Vakateera imbwa dzavo here?
Ndiani wakateera imbwa?
Waidenyi?

22. Wakaona uchi here muchidzere?
Magondo wakange ahwanda muchidzere here?
Magondo wakange aripi?
Ngenyi akange ahwanda?

23. Wakamurega here?
Wakamukomba here?
Ndiani wakakomba magondo?
Ngenyi wakamukomba?

24. Wakapona here?
Wakabva afa here?
Vakamuurairenyi?
Ndiani vakamuuraya?

25. Tsuro kakangwara here?
Kaka pusa here?
Ndiani kakange kakangwara?
Kakaona kutinyi?
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26. Kakapinda murWlZl here?
Kakahwanda muguru here?
Kakahwandepi?
Ndiani wakapinda muguru?

27. Magondo wakange aina mwoyo here?
Tsuro waiwa nomwoyo here?
Ndiani waiwa nomwoyo?
Ngenyi magondo aiwa nomwoyo?

28. Tsuro kakazoteerazve mapenzi here?
Kakafara here namagondo?
Ndiani asina kuda kuzoteera mapenzi?
Ngenyi kasina kuzodazve kufamba nemapenzi?

1. Vanhu vanonyanya kufamba senyi kuenda kunyika dzirikure?

2. Vanhu vanogara muNyakatsapa vanoenda nenyi kwaMutare?

3. Vanhu vanodyepi kuti vari muchitima?

4. Mhuka dzinofamba senyi ndwendo?

5. Kunyika kwenyu kunotonhora senyi?

6. Imhukanyi huru dzesango?

7. Kune dzinogara mumvura here?

8. Imhukanyi dzinogara mumvura?

NEW WORDS

mhuru (9~10) calf~ foal

-wo~a. .) tgoIT~~er at the

maSlrlrl

-taudzana to converse (?)

-pona to escape, recover

chidzere (7,8) small ant hill

hu (ideoph.)

mwi (ideoph.)

mutsa (ideoph. from /-mutsa/?) benzi (5)~ mapenzi (6) fool

-hwanda to hide~ be hidden
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UNIT 47, Part 1

UNIT 47

·Version A
[Mark tones in tAt only.]

1. Southern Rhodesia ine

upfuto hurimuna iyo.

2. Ine migodhi yemaratya

kudai ndi Wankie.

3. Ine nzvimbo iyo simbi

inogadzirwa kudai

ngepa Kwekwe.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in IBt.]

Southern Rhodesia ine upfuto

hurimuna iyo.

Ine migodhi yemaratya kudai ndi

Wankie.

Ine nzvimbo iyo simbi inogadzirwa

kudai ngepa Kwekwe.

4. Ine nzvimbo dzaakugadzira Ine nzvimbo dzaakugadzira

masabasita.

5. Iyo irikufanza kwazvo

mumicheni yekugadzira

mbatya.

6. Iri kukura mukugadzira

masabasita.

Iyo lrikufanza kwazvo mumicheni

yekugadzira mbatya.

Iri kukura mukugadzira zviro

zviro zvakadai ngemafuta, zvakadai ngemafuta, sipo ku-

sipo kubva munzungu. bva munzungu.

7. Southern Rhodesia

irikukura mukugadzira

michina yekusandisa.

Southern Rhodesia irikukura

mukugadzira michina yeku-

sandisa.
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8. Kune zvirimwa zvizhinji

zvirikurimwa kudai nge

fodya, magwere, nzungu,

michero ne nzimbe.

Kune zvirimwa zvizhinji zvirikurimwa

kudai nge fodya, magwere, nzungu,

michero ne nzimbe.

9. Southern Rhodesia inogona Southern Rhodesia inogona

kukudza zvipfuyo kukudza zvipfuyo zvakakwana

zvakakwana zvenyama. zvenyama.

10. Ine nzvimbo idzo michero Ine nzvimbo idzo michero lnokudzwa

inokudzwa kudai ngeMazoe. kudai ngeMazoe.

11. Irikukura zve mukukudza Irikukura zve mukukudza nekugadzira

nekugadzira tii. tii.

12. Southern Rhodesia Southern Rhodesia yawanemanyuko

yawanemanyuko akasimba akasimba emagetsi kubva kunedziva

emagetsi kubva kunedziva raKariba.

raKariba.

13. Yawa nenzvimbo apomotokari Yawa nenzvimbo apomotokari

dZlrikuvamba kuvakwa. dZlrikuvamba kuvakwa.

14. Southern Rhodesia Southern Rhodesia irikufanzisa

irikufanzisa migwagwa migwagwa yakanaka nekuita

yakanaka nekuita kutikufamba kuwe nyore.

kutikufamba kuwe nyore.
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15. Ine zviro zvizhinji

zvinobuda nezvinouya.

16. Mumakore mashoma

anotevera So. Rhodesia

ichava imwe yenyika

dzirikufambira mberi.

Ine zviro zvizhinji zvinobuda

nezvinouya.

Mumakore mashoma anotevera

So. Rhodesia ichava imwe yenyika

dzirikufambira mberi.

Version C

Southern Rhodesia Ihe IWfuto IIrimuna iyo. line "godhi

.-maratya .dai _Wankie. ~e nzvimbo ~ simbi ~adziret

~ai IIIpa Kwekwe. ~ nzvimbo ....kugadzlla masabasita. ~

ir~anza kwazvo ....cheni ....gadzira mbatya. T kura

....gadzira ~o dai ruta, sipo ~va -.nzungu.

Southern Rhodesia {ura ....gadzira IIthina IIIIsandlla .

• ne "rimwa "zhinj i {urimwa .dai _ fodya, magwere,

nzungu,lIchero ...nzim~e. Southern Rhodesia IIIgona "kudza

IIIPfuyo kwana IIInyama. Ine nzvimbo ~zo michero lIIkudzwa

IIdai lIIMazoe. kura.... mukukudza j;adzira tii. Southern

Rhodesia Fmanyuko ~imba Irnagetsi ~va _dziva l!II(ariba .

.... IIPzvimbo lIImotokari kuvamba lIW~kwa. Southern Rhodesia

•••ranzisa .gwagwa lIfcanaka lIIIi ta kuti~Jamba nyore. Ine

zviro ~hinji buda uya. ....kore IIshoma IIItevera

So. Rhodesia i~a imwe.nyika "ri.famb" mberi.
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Version D
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Rhodesia ine u•••

yeku isa.

ye•••• ku. ndi Wankie. Ine ••••

kU? pa Kwekwe. Iii nzvimbo

irikulllla ; mu yeku....

mug .,ra zv~ zvak~ nge•••

Southern Rhodesia irikullla mukugadzira mi.....

Kune zvj zviQ zvi ku" nge ••tI, rna......

mi ne Southern Rhodesia ino-.a ku 2a
J

zVi~ zvaka a zve Ine idzo mi ino

k~n Irik~a_mukn Ba neku_ira tii.

dzirikl~]....a kull"~l .ape••••

Rhodesia yawan~c""".aka~...a e~"""

raKariba. y~ ne.S.....

kubva kune•••

kuti....... kullnyore.

........ Rhodesia iriku....Jsa mi yaka nek~a

Ine zv~ zvi.... zviS ~ nezvi4j••

Ml~]••• rna ano••~1 .. Rhodesia icha" i_ ye~a

dziriku.S....a ....i.

Questions.

1. Southern Rhodesia ineupfuto here?
So~thern Rhodesia ine chanda here?
Southern Rhodesia inenyi?
Ndiani ine upfuto?

2. Ine migodi yemaratya here?
Ine minda ye ndodzi here?
Ine migodinyi?
Iripi migodi yacho?

3. Ine nzvimbo dzinogadzirwa simbi here?
Ine nzvimbo dzemari here?
Inenzvimbo dzakadini?
Imwe iripi?
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4. Ine nzvimbo dzekugadzira masabasita here?
Ine nzvimbo dze gungwa here?
Ine nzvimbonyi?
Simbi inogadzirwepi?

5. Irikufanza mukugadzira micheni here?
Irikufanza mukufamba here?
Irikukurenyi?
Ndiani arikukura?

6. Irikukura mukugadzira mafuta here?
Irikukura mukuvaka here?
Irikufanzisenyi?
Inogadzirenyi?

7. Southern Rhodesia irikukura here?
Southern Rhodesia irikumira here?
Iri kukurenyi?
Micheninyi irikugadzirwa?

8. Kune zvirimwa zvizhinji here?
Iri kurima mari here?
Zvirimwanyi zviri kurimwa?
Zvirikurimwe pi?

9. Inogona kupfuya zvipfuyo here?
Ine zvipfuyo zvishoma here?
Inopfuyenyi?
Zvipfuyo zvizhinji zvacho ngezvenyi?

10. Ine nzvimbo dzekukudza michero here?
Ine nzvimbo dzekukudza vanhuhere?
Inokudzwepi?
Chinyi chinokudzwa?

11. Irikukura zve mukugadzira tii here?
Iri kukura zve mukusona here?
Irikukurenyi?
Irikugadzirenyi?

12. Yawa nemanyuko emagetsi akasimba here?
Yawa nemanyuko mazhinji here?
Yawa nenyiko?
Anobvepi aya manyuko?
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13. Yawa nepekugadzirira motokari here?
Yawa nepekugadzirira mwoto here?
Chinyi chawa kuwamba kuvakwa?
Inzvimbo yenyi?

14. Southern Rhodesia irikufanzisa migwagwa here?
Irikuti kufamba kunetse here?
Irikufanzisenyi?
Ngenyi irikufanziswa?

15. Ine zvinobuda nezvino uya here?
Ine zvinogara here?

16. Ichafambira mberi here?
Ichava imwe yenyika dzemhiri here?
Ichafambira mberi rini?
Ndiani ichafambira mberi?

1. Nyika yenyu ineupfuto here?

2. Upfumi hwayo hwakanyanyirepi?

3. Ngenyi vekumusoro vasikanyanyi kukudza zvirimwa?

4. Migwagwa yenyumikuru yakawambwa rini?

5. Ndege nemotokare zvinogadzirwa senyi?

6. Nyika yenyu inezvinhu zvinouya here?

7. Munenzvimbo apo simbi dzinogadzirwa here?

8. Migodhi yenyi iri muno?
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NEW WORDS

UNIT 47

upfuto (14)

maratya (6) coal

simbi (9) iron, iron object

masabasita(6) asbestos

-fanza to be widespread (?)

fodya (9) tobacco

nzimbe (9) sugar cane

manyuko (516) source

magetsi(6) electricty

-dziva (5) madziva (6) pool, lake

UNIT 47, Part II

Version A
[Mark tones in tAl only.]

1. Southern Rhodesia

yakaganurwa kumusoro

norwizi rwaZambezi.

2. Kunhasi yakaganurwa

norwizi rwaLimpopo.

3. Kumabvazuva kunenyika

yeMaputukezi.

4. Kumanyurazuva kune-

Bechuanaland.

5. Iri mumutsetse wemakumi

mairi panhasi peEquator.

6. Inehuvandu hwavanhu

vanodarika mamirioni

mana.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in tBt.]

Southern Rhodesia yakaganurwa

kumusoro norwizi rwaZambezi.

Kunhasi yakaganurwa norwizi

rwaLimpopo.

Kumabvazuva kunenyika yeMaputukezi.

Kumanyurazuva kuneBechuanaland.

Iri mumutsetse wemakumi mairi

panhasi peEquator.

Inehuvandu hwavanhu vanodarika

mamirioni mana.
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7. Guta rayoguru rinonzi

Harare.

8. Inezve maguta makuru

akadai ndi J Mutare J

KwekweJGweruJneBuruwayo.

9. So. Rhodesia inenzvimbo

Guta rayoguru rinonzi Harare.

Inezve maguta makuru akadai ndi J

Mutare J KwekweJGweruJneBuruwayo.

So. Rhaesia inenzvimbo zhinji

zhinji dzinofadza. dzinofadza.

10. Ine tsvingwe dzaZimbahwe J Ine tsvingwe dzaZimbahwe J chitubu

chitubu chinopisa J chinopisa J mapopopo aZambezi

mapopopo aZambezi neMakomo eNyanga.

neMakomo eNyanga.

11. Ine ndwizi huru dzinonga

nhanhatu chete.

12. So. Rhodesia inemhando

zhinji dzemhuka.

13. Dzimwe nzvimbo dzayo

dzinotonhora dzimwe

dzinopisa.

Ine ndwizi huru dzinonga nhanhatu

chete.

So. Rhodesia inemhando zhinji

dzemhuka.

Dzimwe nzvimbo dzayo dzinotonhora

dzimwe dzinopisa.

Version C

Southern Rhodesia ....ganurwa lImusoro ~wizi ~ambezi.

Ia"lhasi ....ganurwa .wizi _Limpopo. .abvazuva nyika

• Maputukezi. lIInanyurazuva echuanaland. lIri __tsetse

IIIIkumi IIJri IInhasi peEquator. lIIhuvandu "'vanhu Jarika
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.mirioni ~a. Guta _guru _nzi Harare. Ine" maguta _kuru

~dai ndi, Mutare, Kwekwe,Gweru,neBuruwayo. So. Rhodesia "nzvimbo

.zhinji fadza. Ine tsvingwe IIIZimbahwe, IIItubu pisa,

"popopo aZambezi neMakomo~yanga. line Illizi huru dz~ga

III:tnha tu chete. So. Rhodesia ~ando zhinj i "11lliuka. ~we

nzvimbo latya ~otonhora -.amwe pisa.

Version D

Southern Rhodesia yakall"~r~'wa kUW~l"" lIIIizi rwa~"".l•.

Ku•• yak~a••• norwizi rwa........, Ku••••a kune".

ye•••• Kuma~""~zuva kun~e"""naland. Iri mum.......?
wema ma"'pa peEquator. Inehu hwa vanodjl....

rna rna" __ rayo_ rinollll Harare. T rna'"

ma_ ak~ ndi, .tare, Kw~,Ia;ru ne~ayo. So. Rhodesia

ine zh.... dzino....a. Ine tsv dzaZimbahwe, £

dza. dzino.....' jzimwe dzino-,.

So. Rhodesia ine...... zhinji dzell".

chinollla, matl...o aZambezi nil"".
dzinolll nl~"",u chili.

Dz_ nZ42••

eNyanga. Ine 111111 huru

Questions.

1. Southern Rhodesia yakaganurwa kumusoro here?
Yakaganurwa negungwa here?
Rwizinyi rwakaganura kumusoro?
Yakaganuka senyi?

2. Kunhasi yakaganurwa here?
Yakaganurwa nemakomo here?
Rwizinyi rwakaganura nhasi?
Rwakaganura senyi?
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3. Kumabvazuva kwakaganurwa naMaputukezi here?
Kune gungwa here kumabva zuva?
Yakaganurwa nenyi?
Ndiani vakaiganura?

4. Kumanyura zuva kuneBechuanaland here?
Kune gungwa here?
Ko, inyikanyi irikumanyura zuva?
Irikupi?

5. Rhodesia iri mumutsetse wemakumi mairi here panhasi paEquator?
Iri pamusoro peEquator here?
Iripapiko zvino?
Iri mumutsetse nyi?

6. Inehuvandu hwe vanhu here?
Ine vanhu vashoma here?
Ine huvandu hwakadini?
Hunodarika mamirioni mangani?

7. Southern Rhodesia ine guta guru here?
Ine guta duku here?
Ndiani zita reguta rayo guru?
Riripi iri guta?

8. Ine mamwe maguta makuru here?
Ine dzimba duku here?
Ndiani mazita emamwe maguta?
Mamwe aripi?

9. Mune nzvimbo dzinofadza here?
Mune nzvimbo dzinochemedza here?
Ndiani mazita edzimwe nzvimbo dzinofadza?
Dzimwe dzinofadza dziripi?

10. Munoziva mazita adzo here?
Mazita adzo aripo here?
Ndiani mazita adzo?
Ngenyi dzichiziwikana?

11. Ine ndwizi huru here?
Ine gungwa here?
Indwizinyi huru?
Dzinoendepi?
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12. Mune mhando zhinji here dze rnhuka?
Dziri munyika yose here?
Dzino dyenyi?
Dzino nyanyoonekepi?

13. Dzimwe nzvimbo dzayo dzinotonhora here?
Dzinotonhora nguwa dzose here?
Ngenyi dzichitonhora?
Dzinopisa dziripi?

1. Makambofunda nekuganurwa kweRhodesia here?

2. Nyika yenyu yakaganurwa neyi?

3. Guta guru.renyu rinonzi ani?

4. Ndwizi dzenyu huru dziripi?

5. Ngenyi musina mhando dzese dzemhuka?

6. Mune nzvimbo ngani dzinofadza?

7. Ngenyi musati maona tsvingwe dzeZimbahwe?

8. Ndiani vanogara kunopisa?

UNIT 47

NEW WORDS

-ganura (or: -ganhura) to limit, huwandu (14) amount (inumerousness!)
divide, bound

-darika (lit., to jump over), to
musoro (3,4) head (here, north) exceed

kunhasi (here, south)

kumabvazuva east

nyika (9) land

kumanyurazuva west

mutsetse (3,4) line (here,
parallel of latitude)
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tsvingwe (9.,10)

chitubu (7.,8) spring (of water)

mapopopo (6) heavy flow

gungwa (5)., magungwa (6) large
stretch of water, sea
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UNIT 48, Part I

Version A
[Mark tones in fAt only.]

1. Rhodesia yakati

nyangarora mazuva ano.

2. Hurumende irikukarirwa

kuti ienzane muzvinhu

zvose.

3. Tiri kukarira vazhinji

kuti vabatsire.

4. Nhengo dzeCommonwealth

dziri kutarisira utongi

hwakanaka muRhodesia.

5. Tinokoya kuona nhengo

dzakaenzana muutongi

hwadzo.

6. Nyasaland yawa patyo

pekuita zvese izvi.

7. Pasi rose rakanangisira

chimiro cheiyinyika

chemangwana.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in IBt.]

Rhodesia yakati nyangarora

mazuva ano.

Hurumende irikukarirwa kuti

ienzane muzvinhu zvose.

Tiri kukarira vazhinji kuti

vabatsire.

Nhengo dzeCommonwealth dziri

kutarisira utongi hwakanaka

muRhodesia.

Tinokoya kuona nhengo dzakaenzana

muutongi hwadzo.

Nyasaland yawa patyo pekuita

zvese izvi.

Pasi rose rakanangisira chimiro

cheiyinyika chemangwana.
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8. Iri kutsvaka nzira yekuti Iri kutsvaka nzira yekuti fundo

fundo iwenyoro kumunhu

vose.

9. Mapepa nhau arikutaura

zvizhinJi ngeiyi nyika.

10. Tirlkunangisira nhengo

zhinJi kumlrira

nyikayadzo.

11. Mapepa nhau edu

anorondedzera

zvirlkuitika nhasi.

12. Vanhu vazhinJi

vanekutaura kuzhinJi

ngemamiriro ehutongi.

13. Tichafara zvikuru

nokusanduka kurikuita

nyika dzose.

14. Zviri mumaziso ehutongi

kutihuve maererano

nenyika.

iwenyore kumunhu vose.

Mapepa nhau arikutaura zvizhinji

ngeiyi nyika.

Tirikunangisira nhengo zhinji

kumlrira nyikayadzo.

Mapepa nhau edu anorondedzera

zvirikuitika nhasi.

Vanhu vazhinji vanekutaura

kuzhinji ngemamiriro ehutongi.

Tichafara zvikuru nokusanduka

kurikuita nyika dzose.

Zviri mumaziso ehutongi kutihuve

maererano nenyika.
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15. Hutongi huzhinji hwepasi

rose hurikusanduka

kuva hutsva.

Hutongi huzhinji hwepasi rose

hurikusanduka kuva hutsva.

16. Vanhu vanofunda Vanhu vanofunda mapepanhau vane

mapepanhau vane pfungwa pfungwa dzakafanza.

dzakafanza.

17. Nyika dzose dzinodakuti

vanhuvadzo vafunde

mabasa osee

Nyika dzose dzinodakuti vanhuvadzo

vafunde mabasa osee

Version C

Rhodesia ....ti nyangarora ~uva ~o. Hurumende karirwa

_ .enzane m~hu a:>se. ~i .kar.a ~hinji kuti vabatsir•.

Nhengo .eCorrunonwealtt. __ri kutal"isir. utongll_anaka .Rhodesia.

lIIIkoya "ona nhengo enzlla IlUtongi IIIdzo. Nyasaland IIwa

patyo ita _e izv" Pasi eose _nangisira lIIImiro ~yinyika

"mangwana. Iri IIII:;svaka nzira ",uti fundo lIIInyore -.munhu .se.

"pepa nhau alllltaura ~hinji lIIiyi nyika. lItikunang....a

nhengo~hinji kumiDiia nyikallUzo. Mapepa nhau ~u anorond a

••Jkuitikanhasi. .nhu ~hinji {utaura -.zhinji miriro

_tongi. fara ~uru .kusancWlll _kuita nyika ~e.

-",i IIIIziso ~ongi kuti8ve .ererano .nyika. ~ongi .zhinji

~asi~e .riasand.a kuva ~sva. Vanhu Punda ~epanhau

lilt pfungwa fanza. Nyika ~e dzinoda.... vanhu.....

vafund.mabasa.e.
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kuti vaa•••e.

dziri ku a u....i hwaka muRhodesia.

dzaka"ana mu' hwa". _ y~

Version D

Rhodesia _ti 11•••lIra ma_ ano. H'tt•••

kuti i~e rrlu••• zvose. Tiri kl~]t••·a vaa•••

Nh_ dze.....

Tino~ kuona

iriku•••a

• s e. Ma.••••• ariku••• zvi.•••

cheiy~j•••till rose raka......ira ch~j....

• •• yekuti fundo i8e.It:;=: .munhu

ngeiyi ...... Tiriku.......

zv_ izvi.

Iri ku 3

pa_p~e••
che _

Z\Tiri m~ ehu•••

nhengo k~ira yadzo. Ma,.........

zviriku~a nhasi. Va~va vane:•••1
ehu..... Tich~a_..

edu ana a

kuF ngema.•••

zvi_ nokutl.l-lka kuri.••• nyika I•••
kutiS m.3.la•••J ne.... ~gi

dzaka._.ma__lhau vane 111••'"

h L £ & hwee__l lose huriklAtl••Ia kuva hu_. Vanhu vano•••

..... dzose dzinollkuti

.....vadzo va_e ma osee

Questions.

1. Rhodesia yakanyangararika here mazuva ano?
Yaka njarara here mazuva ano?
Inyi yaka nyangararika mazuva ano?
Ngenyi yakadaro?

2. Hurumende iri kukarirwa kuti ienzane here?
Iri kudikana kuenzana zvishoma here?
Ngenyi iri kukarirwa kudaro?
Ngepi uko inod~kanwa kudaro?

3. Tiri kukarira vazhinji here kubatsira?
Tiri kukarira vairi here kubatsira?
Ndiani ari kuvakarira?
Ngenyi varikukarira?
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4. Nhengo dzose dziri kutarisira utongi hwakanaka here?
Nhengo shoma dziri kutarisira utongi hwakanaka here?
Ndiani arikutarisira uhu hutongi?
Ngenyi varikuhutarisira?

5. Tinokoya kuona nhengo dzakaenzana here?
Vanhu vanokoya nhengo shoma here?
Dzinodikanwepi?
Ngenyi dzichidikanwa?

6. Nyasaland yawa patyo here?
Nyika dzose dzava patyo here?
Ndiani wawa patyo?
Ngenyi wawa patyo?

7. Pasi rose rakanangisira here chimiro chayo chamangwana?
Rutiwi rwenyika rwaka rekerera here chimiro chayo?
Ngenyi pasi rose riri kufunga kudaro?
Rinofunga kudaro rini?

8. Iri kutsvaka nzira yofundo here kumunhu vose?
Iri kushaya fundo here kumunhu wose?
Iri kutsvakenyi?
Ngenyi iri kutsvaka?

9. Mapepanhau arikutaura zvizhinji here ngenyika?
Mapepanhau arikutaura ngeCanada here?

~

Ari kunyanyotaurenyi?
Zvino taurwepi?

10. Nhengo zhinji dzirikunangisirwa kumirira nyika yadzo here?
Nhengo zhinji dziri kunangisirwa kunze here?
Dzinomirirenyi?
Ndiani anomirira?

11. Mapepa nhau ano rondedzerenyi?
Anorondedzera nhema here?
Chinyi chinorondedzera?
Anoronded2erepi?

12. Vanokutaura kuzhinji here?
Vanokutaura kushoma here?
Mamiriro enyi?
Ndiani vanokutaura?
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13. Vanhu vachafara here?
Nyika ichadzikira here?
Tichafara nenyiko?
Nyika ichaitenyi?

14. Zviri mumaziso here?
Zviri muguta here?
Ngezvenyi zvirimumaziso?
Hunoda kuva maererano nenyi?

15. Hutongi hwepasi rose huri kusanduka here?
Hutongi huzhinji hwakamira here?
Chinyi chiri kuitika?
Ngenyi huri kusanduka?

UNIT 48

16. Vanhu vanofunda mapepanhau vanepfungwa dzakafanza here?
Vane maziso akakura here?
Ndiani ane pfungwa dzakafanza?
Ngenyi dzakafanza?

17. Nyika dzose dzinoda kuti vanhu vadzo vafunde here?
Inodakuti vanhu vayo vafunde basarimwe here?
Nylka dzase dzinodenyi?
Ndiani anoda kuti vafunde?

J

1. Nyika yenyu yakanyangararika wohere?

2. Mune nhengo dzeCommonwealth ngani?

3. Marudzinyi arikumusha kwenyu?

4. Vanhu venyu vanobatsirawo here?

5. Vanhu venyu vakanangisirenyi?

6. Hutongi hwenyu hunobvepi?

7. Vanhu vanofundiswa senyi?
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NEW WORDS

nyangarara ideoph., of being -koya
disorderly

-karira to forbid forcefully(?) chimiro (7) conduct (?), bearing

nhengo (9,10) member

-tarisira to hope for

utongi(14) government

Version A
[Mark tones in tAt only.]

1. Mapepa nhau

-rondedzera

mamiriro (6) shape (?), represen
tation (?)

-nyarara to be quiet

UNIT 48, Part II

Version B
[Do not mark tones in tBt.]

Mapepa nhau akapandaniswa

akapandaniswa muzvikwata

zvakasiyana.

2. Mamwe anodindwa pazuva

rimwe narimwe.

3. Mamwe anonzi 'week end

edition. ,

4. Mapepa nhau anodaidzira

nemitengo yezvinhu.

5. Ndimozve vanhu vanotaura

nemitambo yakasiyana.

6. Vanhu vanonzwa nyaya

dzakasiyana kubva muma-

pepanhau.

466

muzvikwata zvakasiyana.

Mamwe anodindwa pazuva rimwe

narimwe.

Mamwe anonzi 'week end edition.'

Mapepa nhau anodaidzira nemitengo

yezvinhu.

Ndimozve vanhu vanotaura nemitambo

yakasiyana.

Vanhu vanonzwa nyaya dzakasiyana

kubva muma pepanhau.



7. Mabasa mazhinji

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Mabasa mazhinji anonzwika

UNIT 48

anonzwika kubudikidza

namapepa nhau.

8. Mamwe masoko emhiri

kwogungwa anonzwika

muma pepa nhau.

kubudikidza namapepa nhau.

Mamwe masoko emhiri kwogungwa

anonzwika muma pepa nhau.

Version C

Mapepa nhau IItpandaniswa ....~jkwata .....siyana. IImwe

",dindwa ~uva rimwe Fmwe. .mwe ~zi 'week end on. '

Mapepa nhau ~aid.a 8mitengo .vinhu. ~ozve vanhu

••tttaura tambo ;iYea. Vanhu v~zwa nyaya siy.a

IIbva lima pepa nhau. Mabasa "zhinji jllhzwika kubudikllll

L yepa nhau. .mwe .soko erthiri _gungwa anonzw~ muma

pepa nhau.

Version D

Mapepa nhau akalllliliswa muzv~j""1 zvakall"~la. IIffiwe

ana a pa_ ri_ nar~. Mamwe ano,,'

Mapepa ana a nemi Yi lU. Nd~ve v~

vano nemi yaka~na. Va.- vano dzaka a

k~ muma pepa nhau. Ma ma anon a klJ a

namapepa nhau. Mamwe ma_ kw a anon a muma-

pepa nhau.
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Questions.

SHONA BASIC COURSE

1. Mapepa nhau akapandaniswa here?
Mabhuku akapandaniswa here?
Chinyi chakapandaniswa?
Aka pandaniswa muzvikwata zvingani?

2. Anodindwa pazuva rimwe narimwe here?
Anodindwa pagore here?
Anodindwa kwenguwanyi?
Anoitwa senyi?

3. Ane mazita here?
Anonzi mabuku here?
Aya mapepa nhau anonzinyi?
Ndiani anoada?

4. Anodaidzira nomitengo here?
Vanhu havaadi here?
Anodaidzirenyi?
Ndlanl anodaidzlra nemltengo?

5. Vanhu vanotaura nemitambo here?
Vanotaura nemakomo here?
Vanotaura nenyi?
Vanotaurirepi?

6. Vanonzwa nyaya dzakasiyana here?
Vanonzwa nyaya dzimwedzo here?
Ndiani anonzwa nyaya?
Inyayanyi?

7. Mabasa anonzwika here?
Mabhuku anotaura nemabasa here?
Mabasa anonzwikepi?
Anonyorwepi?

8. Masoko emhiri kwogungwa anonzwlka here?
Masoko emuno anonzwika here?
Masokonyi anonzwika?
Anonzwikepi?
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1. Mapepanhau enyu anonyorwa mumutauronyi?

2. Imhandonyi dzenyaya dzinotaurwa?

3. Mabasa anodaidzirwawo here mumapepa nhau?

4. Aya masoko anonyorwa nenyi?

5. Mune oolando ngani dzemapepanhau?

6. Ndiani anomutaurira masoko emhiri?

NEW WORDS

UNIT 48

-pandanisa divide, separate

chikwata (7,8) small group

-dinda to press, print

-~zwika to be known, understood

-budikidza to come out of, through
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UNIT 49, Part I

Version A
[Mark tones in rAr only.]

1. Vadzimai vazhinji kwazvo

vava nhengo dzemisono.

2. Vanosangana pamwe nguva

zhinji.

3. Vane dzimudzangara

vanoteerera mumhepo.

4. Mumisono umu,

vanodzidziswa zvinhu

zvizhinji.

5. Mune vatungamiriri

muchikwata chimwe

nachimwe.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in IBI.]

Vadzimai vazhinji kwazvo vava

nhengo dzemisono.

Vanosangana pamwe nguva zhinji.

Vane dzimudzangara vanoteerera

mumhepo.

Mumisono umu, vanodzidziswa zvinhu

zvizhinji.

Mune vatungamiriri muchikwata

chimwe nachimwe.

6. Ava vatungamiri vanotsarwa Ava vatungamiri vanotsarwa ngekukura

ngekukura kweunhengo.

7. Mumisangano umu

kweunhengo.

Mumisangano umu munodzidziswa

munodzidziswa ngekugeza, ngekugeza, kuchisa,kuruka·,

kuchisa,kuruka,nekusona. nekusona.

8. Munodzidziswazve

ngekuchengeta dzimba,

vana, kUbika,nekutamba

mitambo.

Munodzidziswazve ngekuchengeta

dzimba, vana, kubika;nekutamba

mitambo.
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9. Kunoitwa musangano mukuru Kunoitwa musangano mukuru kamwe

kamwe pagore.

10. Kumusangano uyu kunoenda

mumiriri umwe kubva

mumisangano

yakasiyanasiyana.

11. Hurumende inobatsirawo

ngekunyqra nekutumira

zvimwe zvidzidzo.

12. Vadzimai vazhinji vari

kufara kuwa nhengo

dzemisangano.

pagore.

Kumusangano uyu kunoenda mumiriri

umwe kUbv~ mumisangano

yakasiyanasiyana.

Hurumende inobatsirawo ngekunyora

nekutumira zvimwe zvidzidzo.

Vadzimai vazhinji vari kufara kuwa

nhengo dzemisangano.

Version C

....ImIllai ~hinji kwazvo lIWa nhengo lIImisono. ..l3i angana

nguva zhinji. Vane ".~dzangara 1I"~teerera~epo.

Mumillllumu, vanodzidzllla zvinhu "'zhinji. Mune ~ungamll"l

muchj a chimwe lIlwe. ttJa ~ungamiri tsar. kura

"unhengo. 1I"~)angano umu -.nodzidzllla .....geza, "chisa,

kuruka"••sona. Munodzidzis ~hengeta ~ba, .-na,

kubika, tamba ~ambo. i twa l113angano ~uru .mwe .ore.

IIIIsangano uyu lInoenda mumiririllffiwe kueva ....sangano

....siyanasiyana. Hurumende ..nobats....II....nyora lIIutumira

IIImwe IIIdzidzo.

"misangano.

."lImmai ~hinji lIti kufara ••• nhengo
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Version D

Vadz~ va••• kwazvo va8 nl~---) dzemi_. Vano•••llpatlll_- zhinj i. Va. dzimu•••••vano••t:ra mu••J:;j.

ngeklUlll_~vano••"

Mumi_ _ , vano••••wa zvillll zvi••lii. Mu" va••S•••tii

Ava va••••muchi...~l chilli nach~j..~

kw...... Mumi umu muno nge, ku_a,

Muno zve ngeku dzi_, va",

mi....o. Kunollla mu mu.... kalll pa.....

kuno~ mu ~ ku_ mumi••••

Hu•••• ino.'••ltwo ngeku".l neku.....

Vadzi_ va__at va. ku"a ku"".11

Questions.

1. Vadzimai vazhinji here vava mumisano?
Vadzimai vashoma here mumisono?
Kune vadzimai vakavanda senyi mumisono?
Ndiani vave nhengo dzemisono?

2. Yanosangana pamwe here?
Havambosangari pamwe here?
Ndiani vanosangana pamwe?
Ngenyi vachisangana pamwe?

3. Vanoteererawo mumhepo here?
Havateereri mumhepo here?
Vanonzwa senyi zvemumhepo?
Ndiani vanoteerera mumhepo?

4. Vanodzidziswa zvinhu zvizhinji here?
Vanodzidza zvishoma here?
Vadzimai vanodzidzira papi zvinhu zvizhinji?
Ndivanaani vanodzidza zvizhinji?
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5. Muzvikwata izvi mune vatungamiriri here?
Mune vachairi here?
Vatungamiriri vanovanda senyi muzvikwata umu?
Ngenyi vasikanyanyi kuvanda?

6. Vatungamiriri vanotsarwa vazhinji here?
Vanotsarwa ngeuwandu hweunhengo here?
Ava vatungamiri vanotsarwa senyi?
Ndiani anovatsara?

7. Munodzidziswa kuchaira motakari here?
Munodzidziswa nekuchisa here?
Zvakavanda senyi zvinodzidziswamo?
Ngenyi vachidzidziswa zvizhinji?

8. Vanodzidziswa here kubika nekuchenesa dzimba?
Vanodzidziswa nekuruka here?
Ngenyi vachidzidziswa kuruka nekuchengeta vana?
Vano dzidzirepi?

9. Vanoita here musangano mukuru vegore?
Vanoita misangano mikuru kashanu pagore here?
Vanoita kangani musangano wepagore?
Ngenyi vachiita musangano vegore?

10. Vanotumira vamiriri here kumusangano vegore?
Kunotumirwa vabiki here?
Ngenyi vachitumira vamiriri kubva mumisono yakasiyana?
Ndiani vanotumirwa?

11. Hurumende inobatsirawo here?
Haina nechekuita ndizvo here?
Ndiani anobatsirawo ngekutumira zvimwe zvidzidzo?

12. Vadzimai vanozvifarira here kuva nhengo?
Vanofaira kuva vatungamiriri here?
Ngenyi vachifarira iyi misangano?
Ndiani vanozvifarira?
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1. Munodzidzirepi kusona?

2. Munosangana pamwe here?

3. Musangano mukuru unoitwa kangani pagore?

4. Masoko mazhinji anobva kupi?

5. Vadzimai vekwenyu vanodzidzirepi kutaura mitauro?

NEW WORDS

musono (3,4) seam; here, tsew- -tsara to pull hard (?), to run
ing circlet (?) away (?)

dzimudzangara radio -ruka to knit, weave

UNIT 49, Part II

Version A
[Mark tones in tAt only.]

1. Kune hosha iri

kutambudza kwazvo

yechikosoro.

2. Iyi hosha iri hosha

inobatira.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in tBt.]

Kune hosha iri kutambudza

kwazo yechikosoro.

Iyi hosha iri hosha inobatira.

3. Zvakatora nguva huru kuti Zvakatora nguva huru kuti iyi

iyi hosha irapwe. hosha irapwe.

4. Mazuva ana vanhu vazhinji Mazuva ana vanhu vazhinji vave

vave kurapwa.

~4

kurapwa.
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5. Hurumende iri kuita basa

basa rekudzivirira iyi

hosha ngekubaya

majekiseni.

6. Iyo hurumende iri

kutumira zvidzidzo

ngekudzivirira iyi

hosha.

Hurumende iri kuita basa basa

rekudzivirira iyi hosha

ngekubaya majekiseni.

Iyo hurumende iri kutumira

zvidzidzo ngekudzivirira iyi

hosha.

7. Izvi zvidzidzo zvinotaura Izvi zvidzidzo zvinotaura ngekudya

ngekudya kwakanaka.

8. Kugara mudzimba dzine

mafafitera akakura.

9. Zvakafanirazve kuti

vanhu vapfeke nekufuka

zvinodziya.

kwakanaka.

Kugara mudzimba dzine mafafitera

akakura.

Zvakafanirazve kuti vanhu vapfeke

nekufuka zvinodziya.

Version C

.ne hosha"'i kutambulla kwazvo kosoro. __ hosha"i

hosha "bat8lll. Lora nguva huru kuti~ hosha .a~.

~uva .no vanhu .zhinj i vavll kura~. Hurumende~i tIIIi- ta

basa _ Jzivi:r1llt3. ~ hosha baya llll:iekiseni. "0
hurumende "i ~umira~zidzo 2 lziv I iyi hosha.

Izvi ~zidzo zv~taura dya ~anaka. lIII?;ara mba ~e

mafafi~a8kura. fan"zve kuti vanhu .pfe._fuka

".dziya.
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Version D

SHONA BASIC COURSE

kwakOJa_~1 .

KL4I ••• iri ku•••.a kwazvo yechi... Iyi iri

hosha inc'-'tl_~ira. Zvak3.la•• nJ .ru •• iyi hosha irap4.

Ma_ alii vanhu va••• v~ ku a. ide iri ku_

11II basa reku iyi ~a ngekt rna Iyo

iri k~ira zvill.... ngeku~""""~iyi hosha.

~i zvidzidzo IIInotaura ng~e""1

dz.i8ll"fafitera ~ura. Zvaka•••Pzzve _ vanhu vaa••e

nek~a zvino I.

Questions.

1. Kune hosha inotarnbudza here?
Inofadza here hosha yechikosoro?
Ihoshanyi iri kutarnbudza?
Inotambudza senyi?

2. Iri hosha inobatira here?
Haimbobatiri here?
Ihoshanyi iri kutambudza vanhu?
Ngenyi iri kutarnbudza?

3. Hosha iyi inorapika here?
Haimbo rapiki here?
Yakatora nguva yakadini kuti irapwe?
Ngenyi yakatora nguva huru?

4. Mazuva ana yave kurapwa here?
Haisati yarapika here?
Ndiani vanogona kuirapa?
Vanhu vanorapiwa senyi?

5. Hurumende iri kudzivirira here hosha iyi?
Iri kupa vanhu hosha here?
Hurumende iri kudzivirira senyi?
Ngenyi vanhu vachibaiwa majekiseni?
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6. Iri kutumira zvidzidzo zvekudzivirira hosha here?
Hakuna zvidzid~o zvinotumirwa here?
Ndiani anotumira zvidzidzo?
Ngenyi zvichitumirwa?

7. Zvidzidzo izvi zvinotaura ngekusona here?
Zvinotaura ngekudya kwakanaka here?
Zvinotaura ngenyi?
Ndiani unozvidzidza?

8. Mhepo yakavanda inobatsira here?
Dzimba dzaka fanira kuva nemafafitera madiki here?
Dzimba dzinofanira kuwa nemafafitera akadini?
Ngenyi dzimba dzichifanira kuva nemhepo yakakwana?

9. Vanhu vanofanira kupfeka zvino dziya here?
Vakafanira kufuka zvinotonhora here?
Zvekufuka zvakafanira kudini kuine chando?
Vanhu vakatonhorwa zvinoitasenyi?

1. Kune hosha dzinobatira here munyika menyu?

2. Ihoshanyi dzinonyanyobatira?

3. Kune vazhinji here vanorwadzwa nehosha yechikosoro?

4. Inokasika kurapwa senyi?

5. Vanhu vanovanzogara mudzimba dzakadini?

6. Munyika yenyu munezvikoro zvinodzidziswa kurapa here?

7. Vadzimai vanodzidziswepi kuruka zvinodziya?

8. Mudzimba dzakaturikidzana mune mhepo yakakwana here?
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hosha (9,10) disease

-tambudza to trouble

SHONA BASIC COURSE

NEW WORDS

-dzivirira to protect

jekiseni injection

chikosoro(7) cough; whooping
cough; tuberculosis

-batira to hold;

chidzidzo(7~8) lessons

-fuka to cover the body

UNIT 49, Part III

Version A
[Mark tones in rA' only.]

1. Ndudzi dzose dzemaShona

dzine mitupo.

2. Rudzi rumwe narumwe

runopika nezita

remhuka.

Version B
[Do not mark tones in fBI.]

Ndudzi dzose dzemaShona dzine

mitupo.

Rudzi rumwe narumwe runopika

nezita remhuka.

3. Vamwe vanopikawo neshiri. Vamwe vanopikawo neshiri.

4. Izvi zvinoreva kuti

muziwane par·udzi.

5. Zvinorewazve kuti rudzi

rusaroorane.

6. Rudzi rwaroorana rwagura

mutemo.

7. Vana vanotora mutupo

vababa.

Izvi zvinoreva kuti muziwane

parudzi.

Zvinorewazve kuti rudzi

rusaroorane.

Rudzi rwaroorana rwagura mutemo.

Vana vanotora mutupo vababa.
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8. Kuti vanhu vachikwazisana Kuti vanhu vachikwazisana vanotaura

vanotaura mutupo.

Version C

mutupo.

Ndudzi ~aShona ~e .tupo. Rudzi lanwe nallmwe

runo~ .z1ta ~uka. -.mwe v~ika."hiri. Izvi

••lIrreva kuti muzieane .-rudzi. "nore~zve kuti .dzi

r~roo~.

mutu:t:e .baba.

Version D

Rudzl IIlroorlia IIlgura "temo. Vana Lora

Kuti vanhu valllkwazlllla vanotaura ~upo.

Vamwe va~•••wo n~e•••

Nd_ dzese dze•••• dzine mi_. R~ r~ IIIrl\.A111'_..
run~ ne_ re4e••

zvino~•• ml~]••e pa••• Zvino....~zve kuti rudzi

rusala••Il,ne. rwa....ana rwa~ mu.... Vana vano"a

Questions.

Kuti vanhu vachi.....~lna vanoll"~ ......

1. Ndudzi dzose dzine mitupo here?
Kune ndudzi here dzisina mitupo?
Ndiani vanemitupo?
Mituponyi iyomunoziva?

2. Rudzi rumwe narumwe runopika nezita remhuka here?
Runopika negomo here?
Ndiani vanopika nezita remhuka?
Vanopika senyi?

3. Vamwe vanopika neshiri here?
Vanopika neuswa here?
Ngenyi vachipika neshiri?
Ndiani vanopika neshiri?
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4. Zvinoreva kuzivana here?
Vana vanozivana here?
Vanozivana senyi?
Ndiani vanozivana?

5. Rudzi runoroorana here?
Mitupo inoroorana here?
Ngenyi vachiroorana?
Ndiani vanorambidza?

6. Vanoroorana vagura mutemo here?
Vanofarirwa here?
Ndiani vanogura mutemo?
Ngenyi vachidaro?

7. Vana vanotora mutupo vababa here?
Vanotora zita ramai here?
Ndiani vanotora zitarababa?
Ngenyi vachidaro?

8. Vanhu vanokwazisana nomutupo here?
Vano kwazisana chete here?
Ndiani vanokwazisana nomutupo?
Vanokwazisana senyi?

1. Ndivanaani vane mutupo?

2. Marudzi enyu ane mitupo here?

3. Ngenyi vasina mitupo?

4. Munozivana senyi kuti ihama?

5. Munhu unoroora hama unoita senyi?

6. Ndiani anochatisa vanhu?

7. Vanhu vanochatirepi munyika mwenyu?

8. Munyika mwenyu vanhu vanokwazisana senyi?
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SHONA BASIC COURSE

NEW WORDS

mutemo (3,4)

UNIT49

-pika to vow, engage (?) -kwazisana to greet on another

-roorana to marry one another -cha tisa to marry, cause to marry
(i.e. role of person who

-gura officiates at marriage)
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GLOSSARY

[Words are alphabetized by the first letter of the root,

regardless of presence or absence of prefixes. In order to make

the listing easier to follow, the words have been spaced so that

the first letters of the roots form a straight vertical column

on the page. ]

-A-

aiwa 2BD

mw-ana (1,2) 4BD, 7BD

ch. ando (7) 39

..... angu lBD

a:rl i 5BD, IOBD

apo 5BD

-avo IBD

baba (la) lBD
pl. vanababa (2)

vadzibaba (2)

-B-

482

(an expression of polite
diffidence or dissent)

his, her (possessive, 3 sg.
personal)

your (possessive 2 sg.)

child, offspring

the cold season, cold

my (possessive 1 sg.)

who?

there (distal demonstrative,
Cl. 16)

their (possessive, Cl. 2)

to s"ceal

father, married man (singular
is often used with plural con
cords as mark of respect)
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badza (see .padza)

m.bambaira (9,10)

bandera (5,6) 17BD

chi-barwe (7,8) 14sv,28

basa (5,6) 5SV, 14BD

bas~koro (5,6) 23sV

(basikoro)

-bata

-bcttanidza 19BD

m.batata (9,10) 14BD

-batira

-batsira 21BD

m.batya 16sv

-baya

bazu (5,6)

-bereka 9SV

mu-bereki (1,2) 23SV

m.beri (9) 17SV

m.besa (9,10) 14sv

m.beu (9,10) 8sv, 25BD

chi-bharo (7,8) 31BD

bhazi 23sV

483

sweet potatoes

signboard

maize

work

bicycle

to seize, catch; do

to join (transitive)

potato

to be infections

to help

clothing

to kill, give injection

branch

to carry a child on back

parent

front, ahead

crop

seed

tax

bus
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mu-bhedha (3,4) 32SV

bhikiri (5,6) 36sv

bhuku (5,6) 13D

Bhunu (5,6) 20SV

bhurukwa (5,6) 34sv

Bhuruwayo (9) 10SV

-bika 9SV, 18 BD

m.biri (9,10)

rou-Bocha (1,2) 20SV

ro.bofana (9,10) 9sv,
19sV

-buda 25BD

-budikidza

m.budzi (9,10) 25SV

bundu (see .pundu)

-bura 27SV

m.buya (la) 20BD
pl. vadzimbuya (2)

madzimbuya (6)

-bva 6BD

kuma-bvazuva (17)

-bvlra 23BD

484

bed

cup

book

Boer

pair of trousers

Bulawayo

to cook

renown, glory

a person of Bocha

ten shilling note

to come, go out [from]

to come or go through

goat

to dish out [food from]

grandmother

to come or go from

east

(an intensifying auxiliary
verb)



-bvlsa 18BD

-bvuma

-bvundurwa

-bvunza 38BD

SHONA BASIC COURSE

to remove, to pay [money]

to consent, agree to

to stir up

to ask

mu-bvunzo (3,4) 39

-bvura 20SV

bvute (5,6) 22SV
pl. ma-bvute
or: ma-pfute

mu-Bwacha (1,6) 20SV

-chaira 5SV

chaizvo 20BD

ma-Cha.ngana 20SV

-chata 36sv

mu-chato (3,4) 32BD

chechi (9,10) 8sv

-cheka. 21SV

-chema. 35SV

.... chena 7SV

-chena 32SV

-chengeta 35D

-C-

485

question

to broil

shade, shadow

Indian

to drive [car]

very much, indeed

Shaangan

to marry

wedding

church

to cut [with knife]

to cry

white

to become clean

to take care (of)
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mu.cheni (3,4) 20BD

-chera 21SV

-chera 28sv

mu.chero (3,4) 16BD

chete l6BD

u-chi (14)

-chimbidza 38BD

chinyararire

chiny~ l5BD
•

Chipinga lOSV

machine

to draw [water]

to dig

fruit

only

honey

to hurry, cause to hurry

quietly

what?

(a place)

.chira
sg.

( t=; 6) 32SV-',
jira

cloth, sheet, etc.

chiremba 35SV.

chirombowe 2BD

-chisa 36BD

chokwadi 37BD

-da 7BD

-daidza 30SV

-D-

486

physician

(honorific form of address
used by men)

to iron (clothing)

truth

to want, like, love, need

to call



-dal.ra 36sv
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to answer, to believe

danga (see .tanga)

mu-darara (3,4) 28sv

-daro 16BD

n.dege (9,10) 29BD

demo (see ,tem6)

denga (see .tenga)

ma-dhaka (6) 35BD
~~
or: rna-taka

dhazeni (5,6) 9BD

dhibhi (5,6) 8sv

chi-dhina (7,8) 30SV

-dhinda

dhishi (5,6) 33BD

mu-dhudhudhu (3,4) 23SV

dhumbe (5,6) 14sv

-dikana 24BD

"'d~k~ 14BD
also -d6ko, "'duku

dikiti (see .tikiti)

dima (5,6) 14sv

n.dimu (5,6) 14sv

487

line

to cross

to do, say like that

airplane

mud

dozen

dip tank

brick

to print

basin

motorcycle

coco yam

to be wanted, loved

small

sweet potato

lemon



-dl.ni 4BD

SHONA BASIC COURSE

to do, say how

-dirira 9SV, 22BD

n.dl.r6 (9,10) 16sv

-dl.sa 20BD

n.dodzl. (9,10) l4sv

-d6ko (see -d!k~)

dornb6 (see .tornb6)

-donhesa 28sv

rna-dota (6) l6sv

dovl. (5) 20BD

dunhu cf.. tunhu

to water

dish

to like very much

pea

to drop, lose

ashes

peanut butter

-dya 22BD to eat

-dyara 27BD

ru-dyl. (11) l7SV

rnu-dy6 l5BD = ru-dyl.

dzangaradzirnu (5,6)

chi-dzere (7,8)

ru-dzi (11,10 or 6) 22SV
(ndudzi (10)

-dzl.dza l3D

rnu-dzidza (1,2) 13D

-dzidzfsa 6BD - -fundisa

488

to sow

right[hand]

fairy

anthill

tribe, clan, species

to learn

student



chi-dzidz6 (7,8)

-dzika 33SV

-dzinga

dzlva (5,6)

-dz,ivirira

-dziya 39

SHONA BASIC COURSE

lesson

to descend

to chase away

pool, pond, lake

to prevent

to have or cause to have
above normal temperature

mU-d~ly6 (3,4) l6sv

-dzoka 3lBD

-edu 7SV

-edza l8BD

mw-edzi (3,4) 6sv

"'ega (see .... §ga)

-enda 6BD

rw-endo (11) 23BD, 29
pl. ndwendo (10)

mw-eni (1) 23BD
pl. va-eni (2)

mw-enje (3,4) 32SV

....enyu 7SV, 9BD

zi-enza (21) 39
also ma-enza (6)

-E-

489

furniture, household goods,
utensils.

to return

our (possessive, 1 pl.)

to try, attempt

moon, month

to go

trip, journey

stranger, guest, foreigner

lamp, torch, candle

your (possessive 2 pl.)

rainy season
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-enzanisa 28sv

ma-ererano (6)

fafitera (5,6) 16BD

-fambira 5SV

ma-fambire (6) 30SV

-fambisa 26BD

-fanana 22SV

-fanira 21SV

-fanza

-fara 18BD

f6dya (9)

u-fu (see u-~fu)

-F-

to make equal, even

window

to visit

ways of running

to cause to go, run

to resemble one another,
to be alike

ought, must; be suitable

to spread

to rejoice, be happy

tobacco

-fuka to cover

mu-fundisi (1,2) 6BD

fund6 (9,10) 26sv

-funga oBD

-fusira 28sv

rna-futa (6) 27SV

490

teacher, religious worker

education

to think

to cover (with earth)

fat, oil
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-G-

gadheni (5,6) 8sv

-gadzira 19BD

-gadzirira 15BD

. chi-gadzo (7,8) 18sv

-gara 5BD

n.garava (9,10) 29BD

gare gare 7SV

chi-garo (7,8) 32SV

mU-Garwe (1,2) 20SV

-gashidza 16BD

-gashira 23BD

ru-gashiro (11) 32BD
pl. ma-ru.gashiro (6)

Gat6ma 10SV

chi-g~r~ (7,8) 8sv

ma-getsi (6)

-geza 9SV, 19BD

mu-gobera (3) 6sv

-gocha 20SV

garden

to prepare

to prepare (for)

support for pot; saucer

to limit

to sit, stay, remain, reside

ship

by and by, presently

seat, chair

member of Garwe tribe

to cause to receive (from
someone's hand)

to receive [from someone's
hand]

reception

Gatooma

pair of scissors

electricity

to work

Saturday

to roast on open fire
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mu-godh{ (3,4) 25SV

gomba (see .komba)

gomo (see .komo)

gore (see .kore) 7BD

n.gor6 (9,10) 23SV

g6r6k6t6 (5,6)

mu-g6ti (3,4) 16sv

n.gowani (9,10) 34sv

a mine

oxcart

congratulations, good fortune

stick for stirring food

hat

-guka to break

gumi (see .kumi)

gungwa (5,6) 37BD
pl. ma-gungwa (6)
or ma-kungwa (6)

chi-gunwe (7,8)

-gura

-gurira IlBD

n.guruve (9,10) 25SV

-guta 27SV

guta (5,6) 5SV, IlBD

n.guva (9,10) 8D

gwava (5,6) 14sv

gwere (5,6) 14sv

492

sea

thumb

to cut

to cut off or across

pig

to be replete (food or drink)

town, city, chief's village

time

guava

maize



Gweru 10SV
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Gwe10

-H-

hafupeni (5,6) gsv

hafukoroni (9,6) gsv

m.haka (9,10) 26sv

hama (9,10) 15sV

n.hambwe (9,10) 33sV

m.handara (9,10) 4sv

m.hando (9,10) 15sV

hanga (9,10) 39

n.hanga (9,6) 14sv

n.hanga (9,10) 24BD

hanzvadzi (9,10) 23BD

-hara 28sv

Harare 10SV

harf (9,10) 16sv

pa-n.'hasf (16) 38BD

ku-n.hasi (17 )

n.hau (9,10) 26BD

hemb~ (9,10) 34BD

m.hembwe (9,10)

n.hengo (9,10)

493

halfpenny

half crown

matter, affair, crime, guilt

relative, by blood or marriage

hour

girl

kind, sort

guinea fowl

pumpkin

yard

sibling of opposite sex

to harrow

Salisbury

cooking pot

below

south

topic, news

shirt, dress

buck

member
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heo 31BD

m.hepo (9,10) 39

here 1BD

ma-he~ (6) 8sv
or ma-heo

m.hino (9,10) 35sV

m.hiri (9,10) 37BD

. hobo (5,6) 9BD

hokwa (9,10) 32BD

hope (9,10) 39

n.horo

hosha (9,10) 39

hosipitari (9,10) 5sv,
8sv, 17BD

huku (9,10) 25sV

humba (9,10) 38

n.humbl. (9,10) 16sv

hu-mwi~

e.hunde 15BD

m.hunga (9) 19BD

hun 1. (9,10) 9sV

m.huri (9,10) 2BD

m.huru (9,10)

494

there he is

wind

(marker of a yes/no question)

sweet beer

nose

side (of river, street, etc.)

banana

invitation

face; sleep, dream

kudu

disease

hospital

fowl

bush pig

clothing

(a cry)

yes

millet

piece of firewood

family

calf
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hurumende (9,10) 34sv

hwai (9,10) 25sV

-hwanda

-1-

-ibva 27sV

imba (9) 7BD
~

pl. imba (10)
or dzimba (10)
also umba (9,10)

mu-imbi (1,2) 32BD

imwi 8sv

ini 8BD

.... iri 6sv, 7BD

-isa l3BD

isu 8sv

-ita 5BD

mu-itiro (3,4) 22SV

iwe 8sv

ivo 8sv

iye 8sv

rW-lZl (11) 8sv
pl. ndwizi (10)

495

government

sheep

to hide

to become ripe, done, mature

house

singer

you (pl. )

I

two

to put

we

to do

custom

you (sg.)

they (personal)

he, she (personal)

river
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-J-

mu-jaha (1,6) 4sv

jana (5,6) 8sv

jangano (5,6) 8sv

jekiseni (5,6)

n.jera (9.10) 17SV

jira (see .chira)

kabhudhura (12,6)
34sv

kabichi (5,6) 15BD

mu-kadzl (1,2) 23SV

kamba ( 1 a, 2 a )

kamba (9,6") 5SV

kana 6BD

-kanda 39

-kanga 20SV

-kanganwa 38

kani 9BD

-kanya 30SV

-kanyisa 30SV

-karira

-K-

496

young man

herding cattle

cooperative labor

injection

grindable grain

short trousers

cabbage

woman, wife

tortoise

camp

if, or

to lay (eggs), to throw
(stones, etc.)

to fry, roast

to forget

(expression of polite emphasis)

to mold

to cause to mold

to hope
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pa-kati (16)

kobiri (5,6) 9SV

chi-kochikari (7,8) 23SV

kof i ( 9 ) l5BD

-koka 32BD

mu-koma (1,2) 23SV

mu.komana (1,2) 7BD

-komba A

.komba (5,6) 28sv
sg. gomba

.komo (5,6) 8sv
sg. gomo

-kora 39

.kore 6sv, 7BD

chi.koro (7,8) 8SV,24BD

ma-korokoto 40

k6roni (9) 19SV

mu-k6rore (1,2) 4sv

-koya

kubvani 9BD

497

to hurry, go fast

between

penny

oxcart

coffee

to invite

older sibling of same sex

boy

to surround

hole in ground

mountain

to become fat, thick

year, cloud

school

(an expression of felicitation
or congratulation)

wheat

son

to hope

then, so



-kubvura 18sv

-kudza 24BD

SHONA BASIC COURSE

to stir, shake

to grow (trans.) cause to
grow, exalt

.kumbo (5,6)
sg. gumbo

.kumi 6sv
,. ,

sg. gum~

mu-kunda (1 ,2 ) 4BD

kunga (see -nga)

-kura 24BD

kure (17) 5SV

-kuru 7BD

-kurung1.ra 27SV

kuti 21BD

chi-kuva (7,8) 16sv

-kwana 39

-kwata 27SV

chi-kwata (7,8)

-kwaz1.sa

kwaziwai 38
(kaziwai, kwaiwai)

kwazvo IlBD

Kwekwe lOSV

kwete 13D, 20BD

498

leg, foot

ten

daughter

to grow (intransitive)

far away

large, important, great

to smoothe

if, that, to say

platform for holding pots

to suffice, become sufficient

to bubble

group

to greet

a greeting to a person one
has not seen for some time

very much, indeed

Queque

no
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-kwidfbira 27SV

-kwira 33SV

machisi (9,10) 8sv

Magondo

mal. (la.) lBD
pl. vadzima~ (2)

madzimal (6)
vanamal (2)

-maira 17BD

-mangara 31SV

mango (9,10) 14sv

mu-Manyika (1,2) 20SV

mari (9) 9BD

Marondera 10SV

mu-Maungwe (1,2) 20SV

ma-mbakwedza 10SV

chi-mbudzf (7,8) 25SV

-M-

to cover

to climb, climb onto

match

Hyena

mother, married woman

to visit, e.g. a sick person

to make a formal complaint

mango

a member of the Manyika tribe

money

Marandellas

member of the Maungwe tribe
(Makoni)

dawn

latrine

40 to run

to cause to run, go fast

ru-mhungwe 39

-mira 28BD

499

malaria, blackwater fever

to be in a standing position;
to stop



-mirl.ra 28sv
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to wait for

mu-mir!ri (1,2) 34sv

ma-mirir6 (6)

chi-mira (7)

-misa 32SV

mombe (9,10) 25SV
!l (ng' ombe)

representative ('one who stands
forI)

situation

situation

to stop (transitive); to set
up, set in order

cattle, ox

m6tokari (9,10) 23SV car

Mutare lOSV

-mutsa
cf. -muka

-rowa 15BD

~. / 9
mwazv~:}-ta BD

"'mwe 14BD

"'mwe 20BD

-N-

"'na 6BD

-naka IlBD

chi-nanaz! (7,8) 14sv,16BD

-nang!sika 24BD

-natsa 21SV

-naya 28sv

500

Umtali

to awaken

to drink

thank you (you have done it)

one

some, other

four

to become good

pineapple

to appear

to do something well

to rain
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mu-nda (3,4) 8sv

ndauwe 38

-neta 35BD

-netseka 37BD

-nga 29BD

.... ngani 7BD

chi-ngezi (7) 12SV

ng'ombe
(see mombe)

~

chi-ngwa (7,8) 20BD

ma.ngwana 7SV,18BD

ma.ngwanani IBD

u-ngwaru (14)

chi-nharobo (7) 5SV

field

(a courteous expression used
by women)

to become tired

to be worried

to be, seem, be like; (used
also as an auxiliary verb)

how many?

English (language)

bread

tomorrow

Good morning!

cunning

short distance

chi-nharobwe lOSV (-chinhambo)

nhanga (5,6) 14sv

nhasi 17BD today
also nasi

ma.nheru 7SV, 21BD

chi-nhu (7,8) 15BD

rou-nhu (1,2) 5BD, 20BD

mu-n~ng'~na(1,2) 23SV
also mu-nung'una

501

evening

thing

person

younger sibling of same sex
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this

.... nomwe 6sv

-nonga

-nonoka 32BD

rna. nowa

mu-nwe (3,4)

nyama (9) 20BD

nyana (5,6)

nyangarara

-nyanya 9BD

nyaya (9,10) 31SV

nyemba (10) 14sv

-~yi 5BD
also -yi

nylka (9,10)

-nyima H

nyimo (10) 18sv

u-nyope (14)

-ny6ra 5SV

nyore 26BD

-ny6resa 30SV

502

seven

to pick up

to be late

fertilizer, manure

finger

meat

baby bird

mess

to do exceedingly

to become or be quiet

history, story

cow pea

what?

land

to be stingy

ground nuts (Bambara groundnut)

laziness

to write

easy

to cause to write; to enroll



mu-nyu (3) 8sv

ma-nyuko (6)

-nyura
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salt

source

to set (sun)

kuma-nyurazuva (17)

ku-nze (17) 35SV
also pa-nze (16)

ru-nzere (11) 17SV

-nzwa 13B

i-ryzwi (5,6) 13D

-nzwika.

ofisi (9,10) 5SV

....~ga 20BD
also "'ega

-0-

west

outside

left (hand)

to hear, feel, perceive,
understand

word, voice

to be heard

office

alone

ru-oko (11,6)
or mu-oko

-oma 23BD

-ana 9BD

.... qse l8BD
also "'ese

16sv
(3,6)

hand, arm

to become dry

to see

all

ch-oto (7,8) 16sv

m~.oto (3,4) 27SV

m~.oyo (3,4) 37BD

503

fireplace

fire

heart
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-p-

-pa l4BD

pachlpamwe 40

padza (5 , 6 ) 39
sg. badza

chi-paketi (7,8) 19sv

?ako (5,6)
sg. bako

""pamhi 1lSV

-pamhidza 37BD

pamusana (16)

pamwe 20BD
(Cl. 16 prefix with

....mwe)

rou-panda (3,4) 16BD

-pandanisa

.panga (5,6) 2lSV
sg. banga

-pangana 30SV

.pani (5,6) 24sv
b " le<sg. anJ.

"/ 6pano BD

papi 5BD

504

to give

(an expression used when
meeting a person who has
already been greeted on the
same day)

hoe

large bag, 'pocket'

cave

broad

to repeat, continue

on account of

together

room

to separate

knife

to decide together

open, level land

here

where?
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parafini (9) 8sv

-patika

patyo (16) 5SV, 6sv

-pedza 12BD

""penyu 4BD

. pen z i (5 , 6 )
sg. benzi

pepa (5,6) 26BD

-pera 6BD

-petesa 5SV

-pfeka 34BD

-pfekedza 34BD

-pfiga 33BD

ma-pfihwa (5,6) 16sv

u-1?fu 19SV
also ufu

mu-pfudze (3) 25SV

..... pfumbamwe 6sv

pfum6 (5,6)

roa-pfunde (6) 19sV

pfungwa (9,10) 30BD

-pfunha 39

505

kerosene

to become excited, startled

near

to cause to end, to finish

alive

fool

(news)paper

to come to an end, become
exhausted in supply

to tax

to put on (clothing)

to cause to put on (clothing)

to close

hearthstone

mealic meal

manure, fertilizer

nine

spear

sorghum

thought, idea

to shower
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....pfupi 11SV

-pfuura 36sv , 28BD

.pfute (see bvute)

u-pfuto (14)

-pfutsa 27SV

chi-pfuy6 (7,8) 39

-pika

-pinda 13D

-pindura 27SV

-pisa 20SV

ma-pitse (6) 39

chi-p6 (7,8) 32BD, 36sv

mu.po~bi (3,4) 22BD

-pona

pando 19BD

popo (5,6) 14sv

.pOpopo (5,6)
sg. bopopo

-psvaka
(see -tsvaka)

chi-puka (7,8) 59

-pukuta 32SV

-pumuza 39

506

short

to pass

wealth

to light (a fire)

livestock

to promise, engage (?)

to enter; to surpass

to turn over; to answer

to burn, be hot

competition

gift

pipe

to escape, recover

pound

papaya

waterfall

to seek, look for

wild animal or reptile

to dus t, wipe

to take a rest on a journey
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.pundu (5,6) 27SV
sg. bundu

mu-punga (3) 17SV

-pupura 39

-pusa

-putsa 28sv

mu-pwere (1,2) IBD

-ramba 25BD

-rapa 5SV

-rara IBD

raranji (5,6) 14sv

-rasa 30BD

ma-ratya (6)

-reba 29BD

~refu 7sV

-rega 21SV

-rera 9SV

-reva 30SV

-ri 5BD

-R-

507

lump

rice

to reap

to be stupid

to smash, break up

young child

to put to bed

to refuse (with infinitive);
to continue (with chi
participial)

to do medical work, to cure

to sleep, go to sleep

orange

to throwaway, to lose

coal

to be or become long, high
or deep

long

to desist, leave off

to rear (child)

to speak

(defective verb stem 'be')



mu-ridzi (1,2)
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owner

-rima 5SV, 17BD

-rimisa 5SV

chi-rimo (7,8) 39

-rinda

ma-rinda (6) 38

rini 6BD

mu-riw6 (3,4) l4sv

chi-ro (7,8) 35BD

u-romb6 (14) 40

-rondedzera

chi-rong6 (7,8) 19SV

" ,-roora

, ,
-rova

hu-r6ya (14) 37BD

mu-Rozvi (1,2) 20SV

-ruka

, ,
-ruma

mu-rume (1,2) 23SV

mu-rungu (1,2) 20SV

~o8
-'

to plough

to do work of agricultural
demonstrator

hot season

to protect, stand guard

protection of fields (from
wild animals)

when?

green vegetables: anything
eaten with sadza

thing

sorrow

to stress

earthen pot

to marry

to beat

the legal profession

member of the Rozvi tribe

to knit

to bite

man, husband

European (person)
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.ruva (5,6) 9SV, 24BD

-rwara 38

-rwadza 38

rwavhi(la) 39
pl. vanarwavhi (2)

-S-

ma-sabasita (6)

sabhtlku (la,2) 31BD

sadza (5) l8BD

saki (5,6) 19BD

-sambira 39

-sanda 5BD

mu.sandiri (1,2 ) 32BD

-sandisa 24BD

sandu 39

-sanduka 39

,
5BDma-sanga

-sangana 32BD

sangano (5,6) 26sv

sango (5)

-sara 31BD

509

flower

to be ill

to cause illness, to be in
flamed

chameleon

asbestos

headman

food, thick porridge

sack

to swim

to work

minister

to cause to work, use

(of changing)

to change

meeting: greeting by one
traveller to another

to join, meet one another

meeting

veld

to stay behind, be left over



-sasika 20SV
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to dry at fire

sekuru (la) 23SV
pl. vanasekuru (2)

ma-sengere (6) 24sv

rv sere 6sv

-sevenzesa 23BD

-sevha 27SV

senyi lBD
also seyi

mu-sha (3,4) 8sv

shamwari (9,10) lSBD

-shata 29SV

-shaya 26BD

-shereketa

shereni (5,6) 9SV,13BD

shewe 2BD

shiri (9,10) 39

shizha (5,6)

..... shoma l3BD

mu-shonga (3,4) l6BD

shuka (9) 8SV,2lBD

shumba. 38
cf. shumba (9,10)

510

grandfather

bamboo

eight

to use

to sift

how?

village, home

friend

five

to become bad

to lack, fail to get

fret, fidget, be mischievous

shilling

courteous form of address
used by women

bird

leaf

few, little

medicine, polish, etc.

sugar

totem associated with lion
lion



shungu (9)
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anger

shushururu (10) 14sv

mu-si (3,4) 6BD

pa-si (16) 13BD

mu-sika (3,4) 19SV

mu-~ikana (1,2) 7BD

ma-sikati 3BD

u-siku (14) 39

-sirna 9SV

-simba 38

ma-simbe (6) 18sv

.simbi (9,10) 8BD
cf. simbi (9,10)

sirna (5,6) 14~D

-simuka

sipo (9) 8sv

ma-sirl.rl. (6)

sisipenzi 9SV
) ~ ,.
or susupenzl.

-slya 9BD

-siyana 20BD

ma-soko (5,6) 23BD

-sona 21SV

511

beans

day

downward, earth, floor

market

girl

midday

night

to transplant

to become strong

charcoal

an iron (for ironing)
iron

vegetable

to stand up

soap

saliva

sixpence

to leave behind

to part from one another

news

to sew



rou-sona (3,4)

mu-s6ro (3,4)

U-Sll (14) 16sv

-sunga

rna-sure (6) 13D

SHONA BASIC COURSE

women's club

head, north

face

to f·ind

behind

srondo (5,6) 6sv, 7SV
also sondo

--su 23BD

Mu-sumbunuko 6sv

mu-suwo (3) 33BD
pl. misiwo (4)

-svika 6BD

-svipa 35BD

-svova

u-swa 24sv

-swera 3BD

-T-

tafura (9,10) 18BD,32

-takura

-tama 39

-tamba 9SV

chi-tambi (7,8) 38BD

512

week

(expression of surprised
interrogation)

Monday

door

to arrive

to become dirty

to sneak away

grass

to spend the day

table

to lift and carry

to change residence, to
migrate

to play

stamp (postage)



-tambira 14BD

tambo (9,10)

zvi. tambo 2BD

-tambudza

SHONA BASIC COURSE

to receive

rope

to trouble, bother

.tanga (5,6) 8sv
sg. danga

-tanga 17BD

.... tanhatu 6sv

tare (5,6) 31BD
sg. dare

-tarisira

.... tatu 6BD

-taudzana

-taura 10BD

mu-tauro (3,4) 12D

-tema gsv

"'tema 20BD

.temo 21SV
sg. demo

mu-temo (3,4)

mu-tenda (1,2 ) 17BD

tende
sg. dende

tende

513

cattle kraal

to do first

six

council, court

to expect

three

to converse

to speak

language

to cut (with axe)

black

axe

law

a patient

calabash

of sitting
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-tenderuka l7SV

.tenga (5,6) 25SV
sg. denga

-tenga 25BD

mu-tengo (3,4) 33SV

-terera 38

-tete 7SV

tete (la) 23sV

-tevera

-ti 7BD

mu-ti (3,4) gsv

tii (9) l5BD

tiki (9) 9BD

.tikiti (5,6) l4sv
sg. dikiti

chi-tima (7,8) 23BD

-timba 39

to turn about

roof, sky

to buy

to sell

price

to pay tax; to obey, submit

narrow, thin

aunt

to follow

to say

tree, medicine, polish

tea

threepence

pumpkin

railroad train

to plow for second time

ru-tivi (11,6orlO) 38BD side

-tiza 35BD

mu-to (3,4) 20BD

. tomb6 27BD
sg. dombo

514

to run

soup

stone



-tonga 31BD
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to judge, govern

u-t6ngi (11) 24sv

-tonhora

-tara 20BD

chi.toro (7,8) 8SD

mu-tsa (3)

tsamba (9,10) 23BD

-tsamhina

mu-tsamiro (3,4) 32SV

tsanga (9,10) 24sv

tsapato (9,10) 34sv

tsapi (9,10) 2SSV

-tsara

mu-tsara (3,4) 28sv

-tsauka l7BD

-tsemuka

tsenza l4sv
•also tseza

mu-tsetse (3,4)

tsime (S,6) 8sv

tsoka (9,10)

tsono (9,10) 21SV

51S

ruling

to be cold

to take (from), to get

store

kindness

letter

to limp

pillow

reed

shoe

storage hut for grain

to choose

line

to diverge, branch off

to split

an edible root

line

well

monkey

needle
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tsunga (5) l4sv

ma-tsutso (6) 39

"'tsvuku ~O

-tsva 11SV

-tsvaira 21SV

mu-tsvairo (3,4) l6sv

-tsvaka lOBD

tsvimbo (9,10)

tsvlngwe (9,10)

chi-tubu

-tuma 30SV

-tumbuka 3.9

-tungam1.ra

mu-tungam1.ri (1,2) 37

.tunhu (5,6) 2lSV
sg. dunhu

mu-tupo (3,4)

-turik1.dzana 29BD

-tutsira 39

-udzira 35SV

umba (see imba) 7BD

-u-

516

a green leafy vegetable

season when crops are about
to ripen

red, brown, etc.

new

to sweep

broom

to look for, seek

walking stick

ruins

fountain, spring

to send (a person)

to burst out, to flower

to lead

leader

place, district

totem

to build upon one another

to add

to tell
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-unganidza 30SV

-unza l8BD

-uya 6BD

-V-

-va 30BD

to collect (transitive)

to bring

to come

to be, become

-vadza 9SV

-vaka 5SV

mu-vaki (1,2 )

chi-vako (7,8)

-vamba l6BD

30SV

29BD

to split

to build

builder

building

to begin

u-vandu (11) (see u-wandu)

ma-vara (D) 40
mu-vara (3,4)

-verenga 9SV

mu-vha (3,4) 11SV

vhiki (5,6) 23BD

-vidza 20SV
or -virisa

vhingwa (5,6) 28sv

-vira 27SV

..... viri..
mu-viri (3,4) l6sv

-vova

517

colour

to read, count

road

week

to cause to boil

clod

to boil (intransitive)

two

body

to drool
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i-vhu (5,6) 28sv

m.vura l8BD

-wanda 29SV

u-wandu (14)

-waridza 32SV

-weza 5SV

--wo 3BD

-zadza 32SV

zanhl. (5,6) 39

zano (5 )

mU-Zezuru (1,2) 20SV

"'zhinzhi 22BD

n.zimbe (10)

zingwa (5,6) 8sv

n.zira (9,10) llBD

Z1S0 (5) 14sv
pl. maziso (6)
or meso (6)

zita (5,6) 23SV

-ziva 12BD

-zora 34BD

-w-

-z-

518

soil

water, rain

to become numerous

amount

to spread out

to work wood

also

to fill

leaf

advice, counsel

a Zezuru person

many, much

sugar cane

bread

path

eye

name

to know

to smear with liquid, anoint
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ru.zororo (11) 26BD
pl. ma-ruzeroro (6)

n.zungu (10) l4BD

ne-zuro 24BD
also zuro

.zuva (5,6) 6BD

zvakanaka lBD

mu-zvare (1,2) 3BD

zve 39

--zve

zvekubvunza mutup6

n.zvimbo (,10) 23BD

zviya 38

zviyo (8) l8BD

-zwa (see -nzwa)

i-zwi (see i-~zwi)

rest, vaca"tion

peanuts

yesterday

sun, dry

well (adv.)

girl, daughter of chief

and besides, in addition

again

extremely (of weather:sun,
rain, cold, wind)

place

by the way

millet

Typed in final form by: Anne Lush, Lynn Cochran and Evelyn Vass.
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